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INTRODUCTION

Reader; the wisdom of our ancestors has said,--
"Speak well of archers, for your father shot inaay'--
a time-honoured proverb, originating in that maudige, when her sons deemed

"England not worth a fling,
But for the crooked yew and grey goose wing."

Yet is there a hold upon your sympathies far maweyful than a thousand wise saws or modern
instances, such as these; -- | mean the strongpsiy of youth and age for recreations which udben
the mental faculties, while the body enjoys theilaxating influence of sun and summer breeze,

which tempt us to climb the upland lawn, plungeitite deep rocky glyn, wander over fern-clad

heaths, and wend our way through the shadowy, gesthWoods. These advantages are the archer's; his
are the glories of sea, earth, and sky, with allgleasures of the young and opening year; for his
pastime belongs to that fair season only, whetheasld forest glee has it,--

"Summer is coming in,
Merry sing cuckoo!
Groweth seed,

And bloweth mead,

And springeth the wood anew;
Ewe bleateth after lamb.
Loweth after calf, cow;
Bullock starteth,

Ruck verteth,

Merry sing cuckoo;

Well sing'st thou cuckoo,
Nor cease to sing now."

For the body, archery provides a wholesome andefirhexercise: to the mind it proves a source of a
thousand romantic speculations, since its his®gybrief chronicle of England’'s martial daring,db
least six centuries. "l am no stranger unto yoayssa curious treatise, by an old writer, entitlEue
Lament of the Bow'but by birth your countrywoman, by dwelling youeighbour, by education your
familiar; neither is my company shameful, for | hathe light and open fields; nor my conversation
dangerous -- nay, it shields you from dangers,thasge not the least, the dangers of warre. And as i
fight | give you protection, so in peace | suppbuypastime; to your limbs | yield active plyantress
and to your bodies healthful exercise; yea, | mtewiou food when you are hungry, and help digestion
when you are full. Whence then proceedeth thisnd&iand unusual strangenesse? Am | heavy for
burden? Forsooth, a few stickes of light wood. Aoaimbrous for carriage? | couch a part of me close
under your girdle, and the other part serveth famaking stick in your hand. Am | unhandsome in
your sight? Every piece of me is comely, and thelekeepeth an harmonious proportion. appeale to
your valiant princes, Edwards and Henries; to ttlés of Cressy, Poictiers, Agincourt, and Flodden
to the regions of Scotland, France, Spain, ItalyprGs, yea and Jury, to be umpires of the
controversie: all of which, | doubt not, will witheir evidence plainly prove, that when my adverse
party® was yet scarcely born, or lay in her swathlingutdpthrough me only your ancestors defended
their country, vanquished their enemies, succotireid friends, enlarged their dominions, advanced
their religion, and made their names fearful toghesent age, and their fame everlasting to thuaste t
ensue. Wherefore, my dear friends, seeing | haweigstantially evicted the right of my cause,
conform your was to reason, confirm your reasoptagtice, and convert your practice to the good of
your countrie. If | be praiseworthy, esteem meegifessary, admit mee; if profitable, employ mee: s
shall you revoke my death to life, and shew yotirseldegenerate issue of such honourable
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progenitors. And thus much for archery, whose fflepe disordered, you must bear withall, foesh
is a woman, and her minde is passionate."

There is an energetic spirit in this passage, @afit to rouse whether the "mead of the green atohe
battled for in the target ground," accompanied witithe pomp and circumstance of banners,
pavilions, and strains of martial music; or whetlieour lonely rambles, we seek to strike the atish
from the tall pine's topmost spray, or transfix thusky cormorant, as with outstretched neck and
flagging wings, she rises from the shingled bes&xiseek her rocky home in some far off islet of the
sea,-- there are few of us, | believe, who, at snoments, do not in imagination ante-date existence
century or two, identifying ourselves with thosegnwood rovers, as we see them on the title-page;
and whose vocation and feelings are thus shadowvéd -+

"For my profession then, and for the life | lead,

All others to excel, thus for myself | plead.

| am the prince of sports -- the forest is my fee!

He 's not upon the earth for pleasure lives like me

The morn no sooner puts her rosy mantle on,

But from my quiet lodge | instantly am gone,

When the melodious birds, from every bush and briar
Of the wide spacious wastes, make a continual choir
The mottled meadows there, new varnished by the sun
Shoot up their spicy sweets upon the winds that run

In every ambling gale; and softly seem to pace,

That too the longer night their richness may embrac
As princes and great lords have palaces, so |

Have in the forest here my hall and gallery;

The tall and stately woods, which underneath asgnpl
The groves my gardens are; the heath and downsagai
My wide and spacious walks: then say all what y& ca
The forester is still your only gallant man."

Having thus thrust our dashing woodsman upon tgesto deliver his own prologue, as | hope
before a prepossessed and admiring audience, hifoviurther to illustrate the universal popularity
his art, by a few of those picturesque proverbiglressions having reference to the bow, by which, i
the lapse of ages, our own, as well as every &hespean language, has been enriched. And though
most of our early poets indulge in this favourpeaes of illustration, none have so happily agplie
the technicalities of his craft as Shakspeare, dlinaspractised bowman. Of this, a hundred quatatio
scattered over the following pages shall bear atgsigmony, in addition to what we know touching
his midnight visitations to Sir Thomas Lucy's dpark. Thus:--

"At the Duke's Oak we meet;
Hold, or out bowstrings."

The tardy forester, who lingered behind his fellpalseady assembled at the place of tryst, had his
bowstring divided by those who were more punctndhgeir arrival; and the penalty, though trifling,
was probably sufficient to hold him regular to tigy, at least for a considerable period. The phras
however, naturally escaping beyond the purliengeof and venison, became engrafted, with a
multitude besides, now completely obsolete, orctiilwquial style of Shakspeare's age.

"He hath twice or thrice cut Cupid's bowstring,ys®on Pedro in the Comedy iuch Ado about
Nothing "and the little hangman dare not shoot at him."

"Alas, poor Romeo! the very pin of his heart
Cleft with Cupid's buttshaft."

"Buttshaft," a blunt arrow; the pin is a wooden pigust through the centre of the white papeedix
as a mark upon the butt.

"You are better at proverbs, by how much a foad is soon shot."
"Indeed he must shoot nearer, or he'll ne'er hét white."
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"He shoots wide of the mark," says the Clown Castar reference to a vague foolish guess.
In their figurative application, the following wile considered extremely terse and significant:--

"An archer is known by his aim, not by his arrows;"

"But you," says Euphues in Hingland "aim so ill, that if you knew how far from the W our shaft
lighteth, you would rather break your bow than bérd

"Every man will shoot at the foe, but few will gatlup the shafts."

"He will shoot higher that shoots at the moon, thanwho shoots at a dunghill, though he
miss the mark."

"Draw not thy bow before thy arrow be fixed."
"A word spoken, is an arrow let fly."
"Swift as an arrow," "Upright as a bolf:-

are phrases still familiar to every one. Even atglresent day, we--"Kill two birds with one shaft;"
and,--"Get the shaft hand of our adversaries."

Like Sir Abel Handy in the play, your unready Esglinan of ancient days had always--
"A famous bow, but 't was up at the Castle."

Our ancestors expressed liberality of sentimertt,their opinion that merit belonged exclusively to
no particular class or locality, by the followinghy adage:--

"Many a good bow besides one in Chestér."
familiar with the foibles of friend or foe, they da
"Found the measure of his shatft.
The triumph of making an enemy's machinations tegmn himself; was,--
"To outshoot a man in his own bow."
Of silly unprofitable conversation, they said,
"A fool's bolt, soon shot."

The maiden who kept a lover in reserve, lest liet fidmirer should prove faithless, was said tehav

"Two strings to her bow*
And of vain-glorious gasconade, they satiricalljnaeked, that,--

"Many talked of Robin Hood, who never shot in e/
"Debander 1'arc ne guerit pas la playe."
"A wound is not healed by the unbending of the bew,

is an elegant French proverb, implying that mereoswois an insufficient atonement for serious
wrong. They say likewise,--

"Ceste fleche n'est pas sortie de mon carquois."
"That arrow came not out of my quiver.”

"Faire de tous bois fleches."

"To make a shaft of any wood."

2 Wincing she was, as is a jolly colt,
Tall as a lance, and upright as a bolt."

® Anciently famous for manufacturing implements afteery.

* The military archers used a double string in te&fito prevent delay in refitting the bow in caseccident.



"Even the holy man of God will be better with his#and arrows about him™"

"Nid hyder ond bwa.®

"No dependence like the bow."

"Mal y saith err llynin."’

"He that shoots always straight, forfeits his arrbw

In the body of this work, the bow is considered ehem reference to itself, no comparison being
attempted with what Carew quaintly calls the "Hmdn murderer,” to which in modern days it has
given place. Men, in general, look upon the arreva @ood enough means of offence whilst no better
missile existed, but treat as mere absurdity ttesrgit to place it upon an equality with the bullet.

Let us see, and cite before us to this intent@ianytrF, a gallant veteran, who wielded sword and
pen in the days of Queen Bess, and had been langtamed to view the effects of archers and
musketeers in the battle field. The change effectekde military weapons of this kingdom, says he,
"was owing to the youth, inexperience, and vanitgame men, who were unable to offer any solid
reason, and, in fact, were averse to offer anyoreasall, for a conduct opposite to the opinion of
soldiers, both English and foreign; and thereforettie experience, |, and many others, both
noblemen, gentlemen, and great captains of mamynsatwvhom | have served amongst, have had of
the small effects of weapons of fire in the fieddth the reasons before alleged; for my part, | wil
never doubt to adventure my life, or many liveg,hid them, amongst eight thousand archers
complete, well chosen and appointed, and therelpiteaided with great store of sheaves of arrows,
as also with a good overplus of bows and bowstriagainst twenty thousand of the best
arguebusseers that are in Christendom.

Now I, and divers other gentlemen of our nation,liing, that were in France in King Edward the
Sixth's time, and also many times since, have &atiy heard French captains and gentlemen attribute
all former victories of the English, against thetmss and their ancestors the French, more to the
effect of our archers than to any extraordinaryiaate of our nation; and therewithal further rapor
that they did think the English archers used tes@oitheir arrow-heads, because that of great niamber
of the French nation, that many times had been dedior hurt with arrows, very few had escaped
with their lives, by reason that their wounds didraposthume, they could not be cured. In which
conceits, they did greatly err, because, in triitese imposthumations proceeded of nothing else but
of the rust of the arrow-heads remaining ranklimghieir wounds; and, therefore, by the experierice o
our ancient enemies, not only the great, but thallstrounds of our arrows have been always found
more dangerous and hard to be cured, than theffaay shot unpoisoned.

Besides all which, it is to be noted that horsethenfield, being wounded or but slightly hurt with
arrows, do presently fall yerking, flinging, an@peng as if they were mad, through the great gaah t
upon every motion they do feel in their flesh, #iand sinews, by the shaking of the arrows with
their barbed heads hanging in them. In such sethedt in squadron or in troop, they do disordes o
another, and never leave until they have cast thasters. Whereas, contrariwise, horses that are in
their vital parts hurt with bullets, they, afteethirst shrink at the entering of the bullet, depéheir
carriere as though they had very little or no hiirtd this of the hurting of horses with bulletsttpd
myself, and all others do know, that have seenaatipns performed in the field.

"In one time, King Henry the Eighth, being at tiege of Terolienne, a convoy of provisions was
coming from Guines towards Terolienne; the Frenplagas of Picardy and Vermandois having
intelligence of it, assembled all the men-at-aranguebusseers, and crossbowmen, and lay in ambush;
which being perceived by the English, they so plabeir archers that after a long fight, and many
charges by the French men-at-arms and their stienhgihey far exceeding the English in number, the

S Irish.
® Welsh.
" Ibid.

8 Discourse on Weapons, MSS. Lansd. Collection.



French having a number of horses wounded and sla&ire completely repulsed and overthrown by
the excellence of the archers.”

The mean opinion entertained of fire-arms by SimJ8myth and other military writers of the same
period, has been erroneously accounted for, byuprieg that the guns of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries were excessively unmanageaioléhe powder coarse and deficient in
strength. There is, however, little difficulty ih@wving this opinion to be entirely without foundati
Two centuries ago, at all events, they were nditaglly off. A well-supported tradition exists among
the Worcester folk, that the day before old Nd#scond crowning mercy*Prince Rupert and his
staff amused themselves with ball practice, aibathercock of Pershore church. We may hence
infer, that both pistols and ammunition were somegvditer the rate; but we have better evidences
than mere oral testimony.

"The Pilhaunan," says Josseleyn, is the king afsbaf prey in New England® Some take him for a

kind of eagle, others for the Indian rock, the leigigbird that is, except the ostrich. Mr. Hilton,

residing at Pascatawny, had the hap to kill onth@dn. Being by the sea side, he perceived a great
shadowe over his head, the sun shining out clesstii@y up his eyes, he saw a monstrous bird soaring
aloft in the air; and, of of a sudden, all the dsiekd geese (there being a great many) diving under
water, nothing of them appearing but their heads.H\lton having made ready his piece, shof and
brought her down to the earth. How he disposedeot know not; but had he taken her alive and sent
her over to England, neither Bartholomewe nor Greéemfair could have produced such another
sighte.’ Here we have a sportsman of Charles the Firstss, tivhoshoots flying with single balfor

as well might he have pelted a bird of that sizéh\weas, as with small shot.

There is an old tract, entitled "The Arrival andi&itainment of the Embassador Olkaid Jaura Ben
Abdallah, from Morocco," A.D. 1637. Speaking ofdtfillustrious Moor, the author says: "He is so
good a marksman with his pieces that he will sleoght scoreat a mark as big as an English
sixpence, and hit it with a round bullet." Lily rtexvidence is taken from the French traveller
Thevenot, not a very modern authority either. theenber," says he, "a janissary belonging to the
French consul at Cairo, having on a time chargsgbigice with a bullet of size, shot at two turthesa
tree; he struck of the head of one, and piercedtier through the body?

"We came to Namaschet," says the account of agguimPackanock, the habitation of the great king
Massassoye, written in 1620, "about three in tkeradon. The inhabitants entertained us with joy in
the best manner they could, giving us a kind oatifey them called maizian, and the spawn of shads,
which then they got in abundance, but we had norsg®to eat them. With these, they boiled musty
acorns; yet of the shads we ate hartily. After thesy desired one of our men to shoot at a crow.
Complaining what damage they sustained in theur bgrthem; who shooting one soffeer score

yards off and killing, they much admired it, as they did shiots on other occasions."

"After dinner, Massassowal desired me to get higease or a duck, and make him some pottage
therewith, as speedily as | could. So | took a mvéth me, and made a shot at a couple of ducks some
six score of, and killed one; at which he wonderét.

After perusing these anecdotes, | think no onehesgsitate to admit that at the period when mere
handsful of our yeomen archers engaged successiitiyarge bodies of musketeers, guns and
ammunition, as well as the skill of those who haddhem, were, for all practical purposes, almest a
near perfection as could be desired. And stillyasapproach our own time, it will be found that the

° So he used to term his victory at Worcester.
19voyage to New England, 1644.

1 were | in England now as once | was, and hadHistfish painted, not a holiday fool but would ga®iece
of silver; there would this monster make a man--stngnge beast there makes a man; when they wiine a
doit to relieve a lame beggar, they will lay dowen to see a dead IndianTempest.

2 Travels in the Levant, p. 72.
13 Good News from New England, 1621.



same results invariably followed every attemptrindpinto comparison the merits of the two
weapons. During the month of August, 1792, a matas decided at Pacton Green, Cumberland,
between the gun and the bow, at one hundred yauotsry fell to the latter, which put sixteen arrows
into the target; the former only twelve balls. Dy the same year, a similar contest took place at
Chalk Farm between Mr. Glynn of the Toxophilite B¢, and Dr. Higgins of Greek Street, Soho;
distance also one hundred yards. The result waspttt of twenty-one shots each at a four-footafrg
the former gentleman scored fifteen, the lattey dwelve.

And now let me wind up a somewhat tedious exordiwith) one or two observations respecting the
nature and execution of this volume. Many yeannpfiife have been devoted to its arrangement, for,
like Rome, the work contemplated was not to besfiad in a day. Those public stores of history,
accessible to all who have patience and industoptsult them; traditionary anecdotes, never heard
beyond the locality which was the scene of the tsv#iiey commemorate; and those almost unknown,
faded or fading archives, which lie mouldering witthe muniment chests of many an honourable
family, have been rifled of their treasures tosthate the history of a weapon, by which Britons
secured their freedom, while many a bloody held asand won.

But labor ipse voluptas; the labour we delightrygics pain; yet, if, in the general execution isf h
task, to borrow the congenial phraseology of theshg ground, the author should have failed to
deliver himself "right yeomanlie and well,” he adois to blame, the subject being not deficientegith
in interest or materials; neither can he plead wéafamiliarity with the grey goose quill truly, he

"Claims kindred there, and has his claim allowed;'

for during years pasthat has been his constant associate, more, howevire agng of many a

goodly buttshaft than as tenant of the author'sdni. Let those who form the public taste decidg; b
after whatever shape they may handle me, whethmgifuléy forbearing their shafts, or making me

the butt whereon to empty their quivers' "iron slgfearrows shower,"” one thing is more than
probable; from the days when a congenial spiritean Tom Shawn Catti, the Robin Hood of Wales,
here first drew his unerring bowstring, even tophesent hour, no mortal except myself has sojalirne
within these wild and lonesome glyns, to whom cistin was a source of anxiety either in its smiles o

frowns.

| cannot close these pages, without offering myefuhacknowledgments to the artists whose labours
have embellished tHgook of ArcheryFor the imaginative portion of these illustragpham indebted

to the pencil of F. P. Stephanof, Esq.; and tdotlmins of Messrs. Portbury, Engleheart, Stocks,
Staines, Bull, and Smith. The historical platesdasigned and executed by W. H. Brooke, Esq.,
F.S.A.,whose indefatigable researches, during eespupwards of two years, merit my warmest
thanks, since they have produced a series of upwdrane hundred subjects, which, for classical
truth and correctness of detail, leave nothingataésired.

Machynlleth, South Wales,
Dec. 1839.



JUVENILE BOWMEN *

Sir boy, now let us see your archery,
Look you draw home enough, and 'tis there straight.

Titus Andronious.

Ye children of Englande, for the honor of the same,
Take bowe and shafts in hande, learn shootingeatod,
That ye another day may soe playe your parses,

As to serve your prince as well with handes as le=ars
Sing up hearte, sing up hearte be never caste downe
But joye in Kinge Edward that weareth the crowne.

Archers' Chorus at Coronation of Edward the Sixth.

—————— Delightful task,
To teach the young idea how to shoot!

For ages anterior to the Conquest, the inhabitarisitain held archery in little estimation, ext¢es
an appliance of sylvan sport, when her chieftaigyht relief from the tedium of domestic
tranquillity, by warring upon the antlered denizefshe waste. Besides a preference for other
weapons, the sportsman, necessarily habituatethoavaf feeble rang%‘r’, grew mistrustful of its
powers in more serious contests, those mightietitngsy where the game was man.

But "Norman William came," and on the blood-stairfiett of Hastings16 our Saxon forefathers first
learned to appreciate rightly the merit of yew keovd bearded clothyard shaft. A general disarming
followed that event; but the haughty victor, withuad military policy, threw back these simple
weapons to the vanquished of every grade. Whilsirsng under a sense of national degradation, the
privilege to bear arms of any sort was regardethbySaxon freeholder at as a most grateful boon.

* Three words of the motto from Shakspeare, primdthlics, are worth a whole chapter of Ascham.

Fight, gentlemen of England -- fight, bold yeomen;
Draw, archers -- draw your arrows to the head!

is merely a repetition of the same important elemégood shooting. Failing in that, the archerlistad of his
mark, ten arrows out of twelve,whether at onegardcore paces. Elsewhere, Shakspeare represemsdas a
consummate general; here we have him a perfecemafsiveapons in detail. Another drama assignexlito
bard contains some pithy counsel on this subjecindeed, which of them does not ? It is a rigatmnconceit;
since "mine host of the George," already plenusBiagt pinguis faringe, is wholly incapable of ilkating the
maxim he lays down.

"Hush, tush I the knaves keepers are my bonesssanémy pensioners. Nine o'clock ! -- Be valiamy,little
Gog Maglogs. I'll fence with all the justices inriferdshire. I'll have a buck till I die; I'll slag doe whilst | live.
HOLD YOUR BOW STRAIGHT AND STEADY" -- Merry Devil oEdmonton.

!> Seel_ e Roy Modus

8 When addressing his troops previous to that hattteeDuke of Normandy endeavoured to excite their
contempt for the Saxons, by telling them they wemae to fight with a people who "knew not the usthe
bow" -- Sir J. HEYWARD. "

Among all the English artillery," says Camden "arghehallenges the pre-eminence; as peculiar toation,
as the Sarissa was to the Macedonians, the Géisa tdd Gauls, the Framea to the Germans, the Macha
generally to the Greeks. First showed to the Endflisthe Danes, brought in by the Normans, and ooatl by
their successors, to the great glory of Englandtimexing honourable victories; but now dispossessed
gunnery, how justly let others judge" Palmtoppidée, scientific traveller, alludes to the skilfuthery of that
race from whom the Conqueror and his followers vegiginally descended: "l was born," says he, Ha t
uplands Or Norway, where the inhabitants handlé thelbow."
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It formed the line of distinction between him ahe tveaponless serf, who, like the soil: and cattle
he tilled and fed, was transferred to the highatddr, whenever the demands of necessity or
improvidence induced their owner to seek a marke¢. once neglected bow, therefore now became
an object of more than ordinary affection, stimethtperhaps, by jealous rivalry of the skill with
which they saw it wielded in stranger hands. At epmhether in hall or cottage, it occupied the plac
of honour above the blazing hearth; abroad, it base like the modern fowling-piece by country
gentlemen, whilst strolling over their estateshvétbolt for the pheasant whirring from the brake]

a broad arrow for the dun deer that sprang fronbtaeken around his patlr‘?.

Indeed, from the prince down to his meanest subjeetlove of archery was the ruling passion of
every class of society. It is, | believe, not vggnerally known, that, previous to the Spanish Atana
embarking for our shores, the Pope had despatdbemhtissaries into England to report upon the
character and resources of its people. Their obiens, which were committed to writing, still
remain in MS. in the Vatican Library; and one adérthaffords a passage so illustrative of English
habits, during the sixteenth century, that | shedlsent its substance to my readers. The authessta
the weapon in which our ancestors then most extaethe bow and arrow; and such delight took
they in its exercise, that there was no rank ofgaion but pursued-it with enthusiasm. As the Bope
of a country rest principally upon the velour of tlising generation, boys, from the age of tengjear
were taught to draw the bow, and all possible meaactised to make the love of it supersede every
other juvenile diversion. The success attendarthisrdiligent application, he asserts, would be
incredible to those who had not been witnesselaif proficiency. Of such as moderately skilled
whether they took aim in an horizontal or otheediion, there were few who could not lodge the
arrow within a palm of their mark. In the more esipaced, force was so united with dexterity, that
they pierced not only corsletd but a complete suit of armodf. Other foreigners who visited the
island at various early periods remark that Itsytape, in town and country, followed archery to the
neglect of almost every other recreation. Hentza€erman traveller, says he saw the husbandmen
going forth to their daily toil with bow and arroywshich they laid either on the plough, or in arear
of the field under cultivation.

But those great achievements which shed lustre oppannals, making an Englishman's heart throb
with triumph as he reads, belong to a much egpkeiod in the history of our archers. The nation,

" Wwithin the purlieus of a royal forest the peasavese restricted the use of a bow and bolts, teguretheir

killing the venison. Elsewhere, they carry bow anasiol arrow.-CHAUNCEY.

The bolt being blunt-headed was feeble, and destauttt birds and small animals only, which whicHlwi
illustrate a very beautiful allusion of Shakspeare;

-- "To be generous, guiltless, and of free dispositis to take those things for bird bolts whichu yteem
cannon bullets "

"l saw a little devil Dye out of her eye like adbibolt, which at this hour is up to the feathersiy heart.” --
Witch of Edmonton

"Shot, by Jove | proceed Cupid; thou hast thumpswkith thy bird-bolt under the left pap.”Love's Labour
Lost.

'8 The practice of carrying about implements of arghillustrated by a story in a MS. Common Plac®B
which once belonged to a son of George Fox, thersas, A.D. 1608:--"A gentleman, very prodigaltos
speeche, which made his mouth often to run oveourgted that having one daye strolled out intdfdhest with
his bowe, he at one shot outte awaye a deareandaris foote together, and killed a foxe. The canypsaying
it was impossible, his man, which stood bye, aarustl to smooth his master's lies, sayd that theedea
cratchinghis eare with his hinder foot, lost bothe, andatrewe glancing, killed the foxe; yet with thisihin
his master's ear, that he should next time lyeiwitbmpasse,” for, "quoth he, "I bad never so nmad as to
bring the eare and foote together."

9 A military garment formed of small steel plateseaupon leather, but flexible, so as not to imptue
wearer's motions. Patricius says that an arrovh aviittle wax upon the points will penetrate theusest
breastplate.

0 Relation of the most noble Giovanni Michele, &t return to Venice, A.D. D. 1557" Library of the
Vatican,No. 3432. p. 33.
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grown wise by that terrific lesson inflicted at ags, in a single generation had organised itglban
of martial yeomen, whose exploits, to use the esgive phraseology of an old chronicfér'made all
France afraid," at once the terror and the admmatf their foes. "Milice redoubtable," exclaimed a
chivalrous old Gaul, on witnessing the good- huraduruddy, embrowned visages, muscular forms,
and characteristic equipment, of a knot of tall lislgbowmen; "Milice redoubtable! |a fleur des
archiers du monde? Yet as France experienced the evils of their ggagrvisitations more
frequently than any other European country, tenaititer than admiration predominated in the popular
mind. Like the Italians when assailed by the fidnoedes of the north, they made their chapels and
abbeys, during the fourteenth and fifteenth ceasiniesound with litanies and prayers to avert the
calamitous descent of English bowmen upon theiresfd. "These were the men," continues the old
English writer above quoted, "amongst whom the &iofjEngland in foughten battles, were wont to
remain (who were their footmen), as the Frenchkitig among their knights, the prince thereby
showing where his chief strength did exiéf His statement receives confirmation from
circumstances connected with the battle of Agingdbat great triumph of English archery. Owing to
the nature of the combats, in which the hero ofdiénewas personally engaged, it is evident heeplitt
his mougged chivalry at the battle's commencenerfight on foot among the ranks of his meanest
soldiers.

During five centuries and a half subsequent tadbaquest, every male inhabitant of the island was
engaged in the practice of this noble recreatiogl&nd, therefore, at all times possessed a nationa
militia, ready for the field at an hour's warningdehence sprang the large bodies of efficient spop
which in an almost incredibly short time were semarching under the blood stained banners of the
Red and White Rose. That the result of a singlegagent, like Townton or St. Albaf% should

L Holinshed, p. 275.
22 philip de Comines.

%3 One of these Italian compositions still extant atences thus:--

"A sagitis Hunnorum, nos defenda Domine!" Fromdh®ws of the Huns defend us O Lord.-- "J'ai paygst
mes Anglois"” -- | have paid off al my Englishmens-an ancient proverbial expression still currenfiance
when a man finds himself out of debt, which origéthin the ruinous contributions our countrymendeéuhere.

24 Certain ancient military ordinances, still extasttow the high estimation our sovereigns entertbioetheir
yeomen archers. " And in special,” says one of thairthe first moustre, every archere shall hagéobwe and
arrowes hole, that is to wytte, in arrowes xxxxxik. at the least, headed and in a sheaf. Andhéunhore, that
every archere do sweare that his and arrowes l®umisor his mastyr's or captyne's And also thatnan, ones
moustered and admitted as an archere, alter ogelt@imself to any other condition, without the leéfgspecial
leave, upon payne of imprisonment."

% Sir Harris Nicolas's Battle of Agincourt This ingsting work should be upon: the shelves of everier's
library, and | am aware it is already exten- sivalpwn to the craft. Indeed, so minutely accuragetlae details,
that, whilst perusing it, time, place, the very ging of the scene, present- them- selves as aleedieam to our
excited imaginations. Like the ancient chroniclelnpse curious narrative the author introduces imoid, we
almost fancy ourselves "seated among the baggeaigeyihg the combat. These impressions are in sorgeede
assisted by its curious antique typography.

% |t appears that the Earl of Warwick broke intotien by the gardens, between the sign of the Kelytaa
Exchequer, in Holliwell Street. No sooner had higlieos entered, than they raised a tremendous st
Warwick! A Warwick!" and rushed to the onslaughteTKing was shot into the neck at the onset; Humphre
Duke of Buckingham, and the Lord Sandys, in thae$a and the Earl of Strafford in his right handhvairrows
The Marquis of Dorset also received many similatdjgo that, being able neither to ride on hordebac to
walk, he was carried away in a cart. When the Kiagceived his men had deserted him, he retired fhem
field, taking refuge in a poor man's cottage fréwa $hot of arrows which flew like snow about himisTaffair
was entirely with the archers, for men-at-arms n@ieed

Now followeth that black scene, borne up so wonsliagh,
That but a poor dumb show before a tragedy

The former battles fought have seemed to this.to be

O Towton ! let the blood Palm Sunday pour'd on thee
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have proved the temporary annihilation of bothitas, will excite no surprise when we reflect they
came to the field armed with, and equally skilledthe same weapon. That when thus destroyed, their
armies should be re-organised so rapidly, thag, thie teeth sown by Cadmus, they appeared to have
sprung out of the ground, is also natural, becatsever there were men, there were disciplined
soldiers. In the equally sanguinary, but more fyalile struggles for national freedom, which sthie
pages of our annals at various other periods, tkxedlayed its part.

On the very first summons, in accordance with ttevailing martial spirit,
Up rose the land at the sound of war.

The ploughman left his team motionless in the fargrthe woodman abandoned his axe, the artisan his
loom, the brawny smith his iron to cool upon theirand snatching up the ever ready bow and shaft,
hastened to the place of tryst. They met there, theihan ill-armed, undisciplined rabble, but asime

With hearts resolved, and hands prepared,
The blessings they enjoy'd to guard;

every one sufficiently master of his weapon to ledal steel corslet at five score paces, and abt wit
terrific effect a against masses of cavalry, wttile majority could bring down the falcon

Hovering in her pride of place;

or with a broad arrow, strong and unerring as sfet, transfix the wild deer in its fleetest caurs
Such men could be neither oppressed nor enslaled.

Affright the future times, when they the muse dtesdr
Deliver'd so to them; and let the ashes there

Of forty thousand men, in that long quarrel slain,
Arise out of the earth, as they would live again

To tell the manly deeds that bloody day were wraugh

DRAYTON.

The battle of Towton occurred on the 29th of Matming Palm Sunday. It commenced with a dischaa fr
Henry's archers, but, owing to a snow-storm whiaive into their faces as they shot, and preverteil seeing
the foe, the arrows were of no execution, havihdralpped short of the enemy. Lord Falconbridge, who
commanded the Yorkists, like an able general, tnstant advantage of this circumstance: he ordeisethen,
after shooting one flight, instantly to retire sealgpaces backwards and stand, which they did tiigienemy
had vainly emptied their quivers; for, as an oldavrobserves, not one arrow came nearer thary"faitors'
yards." The Yorkists then advanced upon them, ana@mly discharged their own shafts with full adizaye of
the wind, but also in their march picked up allghevhich had fallen short and returned them to thaisters.
Then the Lancastrians gave way and fled towards Yarkseeking in a tumultuous manner to gain thegeriat
Tadcaster, so many of them fell into the river Ctiak it was quite filled up, and the Yorkists werer their
backs in pursuit of their brethren. This rivulatdahe river Wharfe, into which it empties itsefrbabouts, are
said to have been dyed with blood. Indeed, thattoads more than probable, if, as historians es86,000, out
of the 100,000 Englishmen that were in the fieldrat day, "paid the penalty of their fathers' tggessions "--
the dethronement and murder of Richard Il.; andatbends, being caused by arrows and battle-axed, bl
plentifully. "The blood of the slain,” says an eltiter, "became caked with the snow, which at thme lay
plentifully on the ground, and, afterwards dissofyiran down in a most horrible manlier throughftiveows
and ditches of the fields for two or three milegétier. '‘Occisorum nempe cruor cum nive jam comsB&c.
&c.

One of the Paston letters was written to calm artar anxiety respecting the fate of a beloved whio, fought
in this disastrous conflict. "Mother," says theterj "| commend me to you, letting you weet (kndiéssed be
God, my brother John is alive and fareth well, ando peril of death. Nevertheless he is hurt vaitharrow on
his right arm, beneath the elbow, and | sent hsargeon, which hath dressed him, and he telletherteusteth
he shall be whole within right short time." Apri811471.

2" The author trusts he will not himself be mistakena "hardy and notorious rebel," because he qubées
following anecdotes to illustrate that gallantndaskill which formed the birthright of our old Ersfh
peasantry:--"That noble gentleman Ambrose, Earl afwitk, accompanied the Duke of Northumberland, his
father, who in the year 1548 was sent with an asfrfyorsemen and footmen to suppress the rebelfien in
Norfolk, who at that time lay encamped with a gggawer of hardy and notorious rebels by the citilofwich,
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Thus it is that the perusal of our national anaalaken' ill the minds of youth and eld, a thousand
glowing, grateful recollections of "England's farsarcherie."The romantic, perhaps not less
veracious legends of the ballad maker, appeal t@ympathies under a different, and even more
seductive, form. All our ideas of the blythe vooatof the forester,--

Merrie and free,

lord of dale and down, who maketh his couch bentatwoodlanclwoodland bough,--are associated
with bow and shafts, the village green, and crowfdsvial rustics congregated at summer's eve
around its archer butts. Thence, by a natural spigdransit tion, we pass to the records of tioéd b
Saxon outlaw, whose still cherished memory exhimtse faint traces of an animosity, once
universal, amongst the native English, towardsfaNorman race. Our venerable Bishop Latimer has
recorded an amusing instance of this popular ergbms During one of his pastoral journeys, he
arrived towards evening at a small town near Londod gave notice of his intention to preach on the
morrow, that being a holiday. "When | came thehe'says, "the church door was fast locked. | tdrrie
an hour or more, and at last the key was found omedof the parishioners came to me, and says, --
'Syr, this is a busy day with us; we cannot hear. ytds Robin Hoode's daye; the parish are gone
abroad to gather for Robin Hoode.' "The good bidmagb clothed himselfi pontificalibus;but he was
obliged to unfrock, and go forwards on his wayyieg the place to the archers, who, beneath an
avenue of old oak trees, were rehearsing the paRsbin Hood, Little John, and all the band. The
placid meekness which formed one distinguishedasheristic of the most illustrious of England's
martyrs need not be enlarged upon here. Yet thisremonious preference of an outlaw's bow to the
pastoral crook entirely overset the bishop's equii He therefore rates the offenders soundly; but
owing to the changes which time has made in collaxpressions, his reproof reminds us of the
grumblings of some offended overgrown schoolboyrate quaint and ludicrous. Yet, had the
pursuits of these May-day revellers been "in sedsmuld they have failed of sympathy with one,
who informs us elsewhere, in a sermon, that higefditaught him to shoot like a true Englishman;
and bought him bows bigger and bigger as he ineteasyears; and of whom the author of the MS.
defence of Archbishop Abb6? writes thus:-- "Non fuerat quisquam, qui in gerserm equum salire,
aut tractare elegantior potuit ?"--No one couldltvapon a high-mettled steed, or launch his arratvs
the mark, with a more noble and becoming grace.

Perhaps there lives not throughout the whole redlmerry England a single educated youth who has
not dreamed through the pages of that little voluategantly entitled "The Garland,” which contains
poetic chronicle of the exploits of Sherwood's fam&obber Chief. Stout of heart and ready of hand,
we see him reign lord paramount over its finestigéa in defiance of lion-hearted Richard, and his
still more inveterate enemy, the "Sheriffe of Naogtham," to boot. With a manly dexterity, which few
could rival in that age of stalwart archery, henlelies the grey goose wing,

To cleave the willow wand;

upon a high hill, called Mount Surry. Having entethe city, the Duke brought four and twenty fipldces, to
the chief charge whereof he appointed Colonel Cancgean Alman and a valiant leader, with his regitnof
Almans, all of them old soldiers. But before theyid well entrench themselves, those furious reloelstrary
to all expectations, descended their hill with sfurly of shot of arrows, that they gave such aotetw our
people, both strangers and English, as they wemadaun away with the loss of ordnance and slaargbit
soldiers; and before the Duke could make head sgtdiam they had captured eighteen field-piecescarmiked
them up their hill."After some further particulatee writer goes on to say, that "whereas the Dokehe first
assembly of his army, changed many archers intoetagiers, because he had no opinion of the long e,
after this victory and suppression of tile rebalspn the experience which he had of the dangeteana of the
arrows, (his own horse being wounded under him thite or four, whereof he died,) did many timesraf
openly protest his error before Count Malatistal®ag an ancient and honourable soldier, an Italgrd other
great captains, saying, from that time forwardsvbald hold the bow to be the only weapon in theld+-Sir

J. SMITH'S Discourse on Weapons MS. Lansdown.

%8 His fatal accident with a crossbow is noticed &lsere under that particular head.
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or

Hit the mark a hundred rod,
And cause a hart to die.

At the close of life, influenced by that chivalrdoravery which had formed its guiding star, he fdsb
retaliation upon the treacherous woman who draihedife's blood from his heart.

| never hurt fair maid in all my time,
Nor at my end will | now?®

And, finally, how natural and impressive appeassriiling passion, strong in death, exhibited i thi
expiring forester's attachment to the trusty yeviciiinad extricated him from a hundred dangers, and
the green woodlands and sunny hills where he hadhisurace.

Give me my bent bow in my hand,
And a broad arrow I'll let flee;

And where that arrow lighteth,
There shall my grave digged be.

Deep and lasting are the impressions producedigdint of reading. They outlive the results of
graver studies, and to them we may attribute mdicheodaily increasing fondness for archery which
prevails among our English youﬁ‘?.The obvious practical advantages resulting froenphrsuit of an
elegant amusement have of course lent their aigetGood Cause, for such, my fellow-countrymen,
you will esteem it, so long as it seems desirabkeniarge the number of our home-bred exercises,
tending, in these days of foreign estrangemeng\ive the dear domestic hospitalities, once so
characteristic of English rural life. Could we proi® among the gentlemen,--and on the present
occasion it is most important to add, the ladieBmgland,--an enthusiasm for recreations especially
congenial to the beautiful domains which surrodrartancestral homes, our object would be attained,
and archery reign triumphant; since who amongs ignorant of the alliance claimed by Britain's
time-honoured pastime with lawn and woodland glhéath-clad hill, and ancient trysting oak?

Amidst such congenial scenes, as | rambled neadhee of "Towy's foaming flood,” the present
chapter suggested itself Thus to address all pyiimatructions to the juveniles of either sex; to
appear ambitious only of "teaching y@ungidea how to shoot," cancels the impertinence of an
attempt to lecture full-grown ladies and gentleritea a knowledge of our right prince-like pastime.

Remember, then, boys, that in youth only we reaafilyuire every accomplishment, and for none is
early initiation more requisite than for archeryl Wations famed for their adroitness with the bow
seem to have been aware of this. The Goths, lkatitient Persians, esteemed an inviolable
attachment to truth, and skilful shooting, to be thost desirable attainments a young man could
possess. They suspended implements of archeryaawete infant's cradle, at once to indicate its sex
and the profession to which, thereafter, it waldalevoted. Traces of a somewhat similar custom are
also discernible in the East. "When a son is bor family,” says a Chinese proverb, "the bow and
quiver are hung up at the gat%l.‘Other remarkable usages, connected with this dlomogersal
weapon, prevail in St. Vincent and Tobago, the asiBnds of the West Indies whence the aboriginal
inhabitants have not been extirpated. The Rev. Hsobavies, of Llanelly, in South Wales, about the
year 1606, wrote an amusing account of the Caribldée thus explains, by reference to archery, an
extraordinary receding of the forehead observabtae male inhabitants of that race. "As soon,’ssay

%9 Local tradition asserts that, being taken ill, RoHbod applied for surgical assistance at Sopwiebidy,
where a nun purposely bled him to death. No ddubtancet was thrust through the vein upon theyavigich
produces aneurism, generally followed by mortifimatand death that such a man should have submitted
literally to be "bled to death " seems improbabiehe latter case, | believe, a swelling of tmehiensues with
other symptoms, especially fatal to an archer.

% Twelve years ago London possessed but two estaiglisis for vending archery tackle, Waring's and fzemt
at present, they amount to a score at least.

31 Han Kiou Koan.
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he, "as the children are born, the mothers makefitreheads flat, and press them so, that these is
descent backwards; for besides that this formdés@uted one of the principal pieces of beauty
amongst them, they affirm it facilitates their sting up to the top of a tree, standing at the foot,
whereat they are extremely expert, as being broughd it from their childhood. At a hundred paces,
they will hardly fail striking a half-crown piecé".2 Among every celebrated nation of archers a
fondness for the bow has been imbibed as it wetle thveé mother's milk; and the little rogues readily
exercise themselves in shooting from the moment éine able to clutch a bow and arrows.

An intelligent writer*® who passed much of his time in studying Scandamakabits and customs,
asserts that he had seen boys of eleven and tyedirs, "so cunning in shooting, that, at the optibn

a spectator they unerringly struck the head, breadeet, of the smallest birds, with an arrowée H
adds, "So will old men that have their sight.” Sake Danish historian, cites a monstrous example o
skill in these senile archers. He asserts thanlea/lan old man whose crossbow had such a huge nut
3 that he could set ten arrows to the string, aedd being shot vigorously against the enemy, made
as many wounds in his body.

Many Scandinavian youths became archers by profgsand subsisted altogether on the produce of
their bows. The large black bear, with which nonthBurope is infested, was the special object of
their pursuit. In autumn, the animal feeds on aigseof ripe red fruit, growing in clusters, like
grapes. To procure this, the bear either ascerdsahs, which he can do with the agility of a oaf,
standing on his two hind legs, pulls down the bhasowithin his reach. The cunning hunter, who lies
concealed behind a tree or fragment of rock, naxceis his distended body with a broad-headed
arrow, and maddened by pain, the enraged animaédrately rushes upon a rude image of a man,
purposely placed to attract his attention. Whitgjaged in tearing and rending it, a second arrow,
discharged by the hunter from his hiding-place egally laid the shaggy monster prostrate in death.

Many boys also gained their entire support by shgatrows in the fields. They reserved the backs
only, strung upon a small osier twig; and on exinigithese to the elders of their village, they
received a small gratuity in money, with arrowsproportion to the number of birds.

But young gentlemen and young ladies, likewise saraetirnes fickle and capricious even in their
sports, the toy or pursuit which has amused theom@tmoment being often thrown aside in the next:
the parents were aware of this, for human natuaeges not with time or place; and knowing,
moreover, that the lives and freedom, as well agitily subsistence of their offspring, depended
upon their adroitness, they adopted some judickopgdients to secure that constant application so
essential to the acquirement of excellence in eadryBesides daily instruction from professors who
taught the proper method of holding the weapon vdigning aloft, or at an object beneath them, their
mothers never permitted them to breakfast unty theed repeatedly struck a very small mark. Thus it

%2 Caribbee Indians of the present day excel in shgoand use a very tall bow, With arrows littléeirior in
length. | possess many of both, and well rememloaipéain of a vessel who visited one of their giéla, and
was so delighted with his reception, that he acamigal them into the woods, on their favourite expmd of
shooting monkeys, which they strike with fatal agrty from the tallest trees by a perpendiculat.sBo
bidding adieu to his hospitable, kind-hearted ¢aieers, one of the white men imprudently took muoéce of
a young Indian girl than was agreeable to Indiatione of propriety. All instantly retired, leavidgm and his
party alone; upon which his knowledge of the hatitdhese savages induced him to warn them thtrins
flight could alone preserve them from "being trelads they had seen the monkeys." Already had tbegtgput
eighty paces, and were just about to turn an asfgieck which would have effectually screened tHfesm
every kind of missile, when the captain was obstteespring some four feet from the ground, andh&igroan
fall dead upon the sands, with one arrow stickingis head, and another between his shouldershwiaid
come out at his breast. No pursuit was attempledptitraged Caribs having been to all appearampeaaed
by this sacrifice of the offending Englishman. Tate of a number of his countrymen, who attempteskttle
among these Indians about two centuries and asimaké, also furnishes us with a very lively dedasip of the
terrors of their archery.

% Aldrovandus Magnus. See also Olaus Magns, &c.

% That part of a crossbow which holds the string, mwite weapon is charged, is called the nut.
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is with the Bashkirs, a modern nation of archelje®t subjectto Russia, who inhabit the shores of
Lake Aral. A large squadron of these Tartar wasrimnng upon and harassed the French, during their
memorable retreat from Moscow, and entered Patlstive allied army in 1816. They were greatly
esteemed by the Emperor, since, with no other weaflan their bow and quiver, they had rendered
him most important services. Now, bread and vedesdiring unknown to these uncultivated sons of
the desert, they subsist entirely upon flesh predim hunting; and when the reader is aware that,
from age of seven years, their children receivéond except what they strike down with their arrpws
he will not be surprised that the Russians shosiiélean a Bashkir archer equal to the best rifleman i
their service. The Margravine of Anspach descrthesxploits of a neighbouring horde of Tartars,
several of whose young men had assembled one ngdoeimeath her chamber window; at fifty paces
they broke an egg, and killed a goose at one hdndre

In the same manner the little Indian of Demerata ge breakfast until his arrows reach the maize
cake and dried venison which his mother has placéue fork of some lofty tree.

You may be disposed, my little friends, to consitthese as hard conditions. Be resolute, however, in
abstaining from yours every morning, for one tweteath, until half a dozen arrows have hit the
target, and I'll stake my best yew bow againstzehaand, your proficiency shall equal that of the
Catabuwa warriors, who, about forty years agogtiéedid the archery world by an exhibition of their
skill at one of the London theatrédSome of your parents probably witnessed thesa@xtinary
performances: they can inform you the mark wascetabigger than a shilling; yet, for many
evenings, they hit it at every shot; and, on amages, never missed oftener than two out of five.

In all operations dependent on manual dexterityy poeat are the advantages possessed by the child
over the grown man! A youth shall become a fardvettcher in one than the other in three years
practice, and must infallibly prove victorious oves full-grown competitor in every contest. It is
down right impiety says Xenophon, for such as haeaer learned to ride, to supplicate the gods for
victory in a charge of horse; or for such as néeamed the use of the bow, to ask the superioxigr
those who in childhood have laboured to acquiraetéy therein.

We esteem it the peculiar excellence of archeat, ikither satiety nor fatigue attend it. At thesel

of the livelong summer's day, | believe no archarédeard the upshot givéhwithout regret; without
wishing his pastime was then but to commence. Rhanfirst initiatory lesson of stringing the bow, t
the attainment of that excellence which enablesthber to "clap into the clout at twelve scordl,isa
pleasurable excitement. Assiduity and exertionratespensable; but

The labour we delight in physics pain.

The first bows used by Indian children are nothimgye than a bent stick, their arrows a stout staw
small reed found abundantly in the savannahs. Wighsimple contrivance they will hit a small piece
of tobacco-pipe twenty times successively, at iadce of a dozen yards. They have a favourite
game practised with a bow and two shafts; one aéhylshort and unfledged, being east into the air,
the archer aims to strike it with the other indescent. As the youths approach manhood, their
weapons are gradually strengthened, and more dgrefuinstructed. Patient and laborious, the tawny
hunter works at his bow from day to day, scraptrigto form with a flint stone, or the sharp edde o
some sea-shell; he next manufactures a stringhtang strong, from the entrails of deer, or a thoing
hide carefully twisted. His task being thus compléte lays it aside to acquire a little seasorang,

in the meantime sets about his arrows; for whicpibks out a number of straight young sprigs,
pointing them with a sharp bone, two inches in tenghe great wood squirrel, wild turkeys, and
other winged game are killed with these. Anothedlkof arrow he forms of a fine yellow reed, pierced
with hard wood; the spur or bill of a wild turkepak, or a splinter of crystal, serves for the heaut|

in winging them the Indian exhibits similar ingetyuiwith a knife made from a bit of reed, sharpened
like a surgeon's scalpel, the feathers are cuteio proper form, and then neatly sewn on witharott

% Sadler's WellsTimes July 25. 1795.

% The final target round, which puts an end to thgsdsport.
"Then will she get the upshot by the cleaving offiire"--Old Comedy.
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thread of his own spinning. The nock he forms witheaver's tooth, set in a small stick; rubbing
patiently until it is deep enough. Such is the sland often laborious process, by which the little
North American savage equips himself for war ordhase.

Of all the archers of the New World, those natist® inhabit the vast interior of its southern
continent seem at this day to exhibit the greaength, adroitness, and accuracy of aim. Their
ancestors bore a similar reputation, especiallylin@nambas, whose weapons De Lery has so
accurately described: their bows were made of wond, either red or black, longer and thicker than
what are used in Europe; nor could any Europead tiem. A plant called tocon formed the string,
which, though slender, was so strong that a hayallmot by fair pulling break it. Their arrows veer

a full cloth yard in length, and curiously constectin three parts-- the middle being of reed ¢
others of heavy hard wood; the feathers were fastem with cotton; and the head was either of bone,
or a blade of dry reed, cut into the form of an lakicet, or the sting of a certain species of fidiey
were incomparable archers. "With leave of the Eiglisays De Lery, "who are so excellent in this
art, | must say that a Tupinamba would shoot twalvews before an Englishman could let fly six."
The Fidalgo of Elvas adds, that an Indian wouldosfiwe arrows before the Spanish cross-bowman
could make one discharge. "Well might they speakefbows of the mighty," exclaims Dr. Southey,
"for an arrow sent by a Tomoyo would fasten thelshio the arm that held it; and sometimes it has
passed through the body, and continued its way suitih force as to pierce a tree and hang quivering
in the trunk."®’

Among the bowmen of the far West, hardihood, stiter@nd address distinguish the natives of the
Floridas. The exercise of archery forms the fipgirs of childhood; and their young and agile wasio
consider its implements confer a peculiar gracalbwho bear them. No sooner does the infant walk,
than, actuated by the spirit of imitation pecut@that age, he watches his father as he arms limse
for the chase, and following his footsteps benéathtall forest trees, earnestly begs from him iaimi
bow and arrows. Should his request be denied dectegl--which, it may be presumed, is rarely the
case--the little urchin himself forms a rude imaatwith the branch of some small tree growing
around the wigwam, and wages war upon mice andimestmich infest his native hut. When these are
entirely driven away or destroyed, he sallies foothunt lizards and other reptiles concealed én th

tall grass, or watches patiently for hours arourartholes, until the want of food obliges them to
come out, and affords their persecutor an oppdstwiigetting a shot. With muscles thus hardened by
daily exercise, ere the Indian has attained hilstegnth summer he is master of a bow, such asieven
the prime of manhood the most skilful modern Tostifghis seldom found competent to manage. It is
repeatedly asserted by the Spanish historiansndre of their countrymen could ever draw the gtrin
of a Floridan's bow to his face, while the youngves did so with ease even behind the ear.

In common with other parts of the New World, thisintry was exposed to the desolating visits of the
Spaniards, who, under presence of settling a colwagted it with fire and sword, about the close of
the fifteenth century. Among the troops composhgéxpedition was a body of 400 cavalry, all
equipped in the completest manner, as they coridbeir coats of mail musket-proof, and used
bucklers, for the admirable tempering of which thgitive armourers have always enjoyed a deserved
reputation. How far these defences availed thermaggne arrows of a people unacquainted with the
use of iron, | now proceed to show. In one of tleairiest skirmishes with the Apalachites, a Sganis
general called Moscoso received an arrow in histsigde, which pierced his buff jerkin and coat of
mail, but did not prove mortal, because it enteneg slanting direction. The officers of his staff,
wondering that a piece of armour valued at mora #%0 ducats should be unable to resist a reed
arrow headed merely with a sharp flint, resolvedrmve the temper of their own, in order to ascerta
how far they might be depended on. Whilst, theesftrey were quartered in the town of Apalachia,
several who wore that species of defence procumeidker basket, very strong and closely woven,
and flung around it a coat of mail which was jud¢etbe about the heaviest and most impregnable in
the whole army. Then ordering a youthful Indiantoagto be introduced, they promised him freedom
in case he pierced the mark at the distance opaB6s. Immediately the barbarian clenched his fists
shook himself violently, and contracted and extehitis arms as if to awaken all his force; then

3" De Lery.--Dr. Southey's History of Brazil (Notes).
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stringing a bow which had been previously delivaetim, he elevated it at the mark; and loosirgy hi
arrow, it drove through both armour and basket, @arde out at the opposite side with violence
sufficient to have slain a man. The Spaniards,ifig@ single piece of armour was ineffectual tastes
the arrow, threw a second upon the basket, andeaatdire Indian to repeat his shot; when he
immediately pierced that likewise. Neverthelesghasshaft did not pass entirely through, but
remained sticking half in front and half behindc@ese, as the barbarian asserted, he had faiked thi
time to put forth his utmost strength, he beggebet@llowed to shoot a third time, on conditiort tha
he failed to drive the arrow through and throughshould immediately suffer death.

The Spaniards, satisfied with what they had alregittyessed, refused to comply with his request, but
ever afterwards held their coats of mail in ligtleem, and contemptuously styled them "Dutch
Holland."” However, as a more effectual protectionthe horses, they invented a sort of body clothes
made of strong thick felt' doubled and trebled luattbut four fingers thick, which covered the
animal's breast and croup, and was found to régehtrow better than any thing besidés.

These examples will serve to illustrate the foned ®igour with which early discipline enabled the
Indian youth to ply their bows. | will but detainyrtittle readers with an additional anecdote tovgho
the minute accuracy of their aim. A poor marinemed Alexander Cockburn, about a century since,
suffered shipwreck upon the shores of the Isthnfilaoien, and being desirous of reaching some
Christian settlement, penetrated into the intesidhe country for several hundred miles on foot.
During this long and painful expedition, his soepdndence was upon the hospitality of the tawny
inhabitants of the forest; and as each declinimyssiccessively admonished him to seek food and
shelter for the night, he boldly entered the fiesd-thatched dwelling which presented itself, wad
ever welcomed to both. "One day about noon," say$lttame to a great river, where, after | had
allayed my thirst, | sought about for wood to maki&re, and whilst busied about this, | espied a
wigwam on the other side of the river; then, indteminding my fire any longer, | ran, catched up
my nets, swam across to it, and then had the ruatiibn to find nobody near. Looking about
withoutside the wigwam, | saw an arrow stickinghie sand at one end of it, and within there hung a
net containing two ripe plantains, which | madedol eat.” He then visits another dwelling, "where
found,” says he, "a fire, and an earthen crockdiuplantains and wild hog boiling. Without so much
as considering what | was about to do, | presdntik the victuals off the fire, and ate so heartilgt

I thought I should never be satisfied. Never hatkt with such delicious fare as this seemed totme a
the time, not having tasted anything for aboveyfddys but cocoa-nuts and such like food."At length
he is joined by the owner of the wigwam and his sens, who provide him with a second supper,
with a couch of warm skins, and on the followingrming proffer their services as guides. After
describing how these hospitable Indians detaineddeiveral days in order that he might recruit his
strength, and heal with the juice of herbs the vadsume had received in "fencing with the rocks," he
adds, that the two boys grew extremely attachduntg and were curious to know whether he could
use a bow and arrows. Having made them undersitabdoken Spanish, that he was entirely
unacquainted with them, because in his own couguns only were used, they often displayed

% Of upwards of three hundred beautiful war steedishwvthey brought with them from Cuba, thirty alone
escaped the arrows of the Floridans; and thesenalattl have perished in a similar manner, had meit t
owners bled them to death, and cured their flegir@agsions for the camp. Of those which were Kilie battle
was a gallant steed called Ageituno, ridden bySpanish general; he fell pierced with eight arrdasat him
the Indians principally directed their aim. Inde&dall battles with the Christians, they aimedhag horses
rather than at their riders, knowing if the formesre destroyed their distant shooting and swiftié$sot
would render them a match for the Spaniards; anuyrimestances of their success occurred duringinkission.
On one occasion, twelve cavaliers and as manysfaldters, desirous of furnishing themselves wittves,
placed themselves in ambush to intercept the retiveo usually came to pick up such trifles asGhéstians
left behind on breaking up their encampments. Hapiosted themselves beneath the shelter of a gfonges,
with a centinel among the branches of one of thigekd, their plan succeeded so well that a nunalbémdians
were surrounded and taken; of these the Spaniaaids Bn equal distribution; and then the party abreeeturn
to their quarters, one trooper excepted, who, tis$ied that two captives only had fallen to hisush insisted on
remaining until he procured another, and as hisrades found him obstinately resolved neither tedeis
intentions to a better opportunity, nor to accey of theirs instead, they unwillingly consented.
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astonishing feats of dexterity by striking down #imeallest bird flying. He says that he has seemthe
stand perhaps a hundred yards from a bird feeding the ground, and, by shooting directly
upwards, cause the arrow to pin it to the eartt;rmantions, as a further instance of their skttt
they would stick a shaft upright, and, retiringraaj way off, shoot perpendicularly as before, when
the arrow so shot descended exactly upon the athieh was fixed in the ground, and split it in two.

Beltroni describes how dexterously some Indiandeckit hit a five sous piece, in size equal to our
sixpence, which he fixed up at twenty-five pacea asark, often at the second trial. By-and-bye he
was fain to remove it ten paces further, or vegnsihey would have emptied the little purse preghare
for his visit to their encampment.

The Indians of Manilla, especially those called baias, who live in the mountains, are dexterous
archers. They have, in fact, no other weapon, effenor defensive, than the bow and arrow. M.
Navaretti, a French gentleman, who landed thermgtnis voyage to China, witnessed a remarkable
feat performed by these savages. "l had heards'lsay"ancient men narrate such marvels of their
skill as | could not but consider mere fables. Eipee, however, soon taught me that if it becomes
us to be cautious in implicitly receiving all weaneneither ought we to be so incredulous as | Wwas.
rambling through some mountains in the interiothef island, a party of natives overtook me. Among
them were four boys about seven or eight yeargef all equipped as archers. Considering thisra fai
opportunity to witness a specimen of their skitipdk an orange from my pocket and threw it high
into the air, saying, 'Shoot that, my lads." Alifestruck it in its descent, and beat it to piedéss
occurred in the little town they call Albucanamtas.

Let us next draw a few illustrations from the "Outil Book of Archery.”

Busjady, one of the youthful descendants of Kajeas renowned for his expertness; and having on a
certain occasion quarrelled with his brother, thest on horseback to decide their mutual differences
with the bow; but fear entered into the heart adb@xheira at the moment they were about to
commence the duel. He therefore leaned his bodg quione side, and held his bow directly before
him, trusting to the proudly arched neck of higdtas a protection from Busjady's shaft. This
pusillanimous saved his life, for pity succeededaige within the brother's breast; he resolvedmot

kill him, as he could easily have done, but metelgxhibit some memorable token of his skill. With
this view, he aimed at Cabuscheira’s cheek, andksfrom his ear the pendant of pearls, leaving
behind the gold ring to which it had been attacfiéd.

| will next present my little disciples with a feflowers plucked from an Eastern parterre; or, teasp
less figuratively, the history of a young Indiactzer, written with that amusing extravagance of
language for which Oriental people have always lveararkable. Should the reader chance to light
upon a scarce work called Inatulli, or the GardeBelhi, he may there peruse the original.

Let it not be concealed that from this period, dlhaenty years, your atom-like slave lived as a
soldier. One day, in company with some faithfukfids and similarly minded companions, | went to
visit a fruit garden. In it was a tree taller thalhthe rest, its dates hanging in clusters, likashn
confections, delicious, full of juice, sweet, amndi-flavoured; but, from the great height, the hanfid
no one's power could pluck the fruit. No personitgyet had the boldness to climb the tree, its
produce was free from the devastation of man.

It was a date tree of tallest growth,

From whose size the garden received honour;

Every cluster of its fruits was a storehouse of $syee
From which the crow arid paroquet seized a treasure.

As your slave, in the exercise of climbing treepexially the date, the cocoa-nut, and the palmyra,
had attained the utmost agility, and my friende@sted me famous in this art, all of them at once
laying the hand of avidity on my skirt, said, 'Undlee auspices of your kindness, we hope that we
shall taste the rare and richly flavoured datethisftree, and also have the pleasure of beholuing
you can ascend so lofty a stem, whose head redlbdihttiements of the sky, and of whose fruit

% Vie de Bayadur Khan, p. 131.
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none hath yet eaten but the soarers of the airu$tt be by miracle, for what power has humanity to
scale the turrets of the heavens?' Though | tunmgself aside from this request, begging in every
mode to be excused, and evaded the trial, my fsiemak of extreme longing for the dates, would not
withdraw their hold from my poor person. At lengith spite of disinclination, | tucked up my skirts
like a running footman, and drawing in my sleevethe manner of a magic acting rope-dancer,
climbed up this heaven-touching tree, which youhnltave styled the ladder of the sky; while a vast
crowd below formed a circle round the trunk to admmy agility.

When | got to the top, the tallest and lustiest meamed from its towering height to my eye a<littl
children, and sometimes my sight was lost halfWide crowd began to form alarming conjectures in
their minds concerning my safety. In short, havgathered some clusters of great beauty, richness,
and fragrance, | put them in the skirts of my vast threw others to my friends below, when
suddenly a black snake, with a white hood tingetth yellow, of great thickness and length, from
whose life-destroying glance the gall would melvater, and the stoutest heart dissolve like salt,
appeared among the leaves, and darted towardsewted to death. A trembling seized my whole
frame at the sight; and, from dread at his monstfigure, my joints and members seemed as if they
would separate from each other, and the bird efibuld quit the nest of my body. Should | throw
myself down, reasoned | to myself, the spirituarso will' half-way in the descent, break her
elemental cage; and if | stop here, this heartimgekerpent, which resembles a divine judgment or
sudden calamity will devour me in an instant at oreesel. Both these are grievous; but what is still
more afflicting is my becoming a mark for the toegaf mankind, who will say, 'This foolish wretch,
a slave to gluttony, sacrificed his life for a feates.' While | was thus meditating, the blood-
devouring serpent reached me, and folding himselired me, hung from my neck like a wreath,
distending his jaws, full of wind and venom, cléseny mouth; and fixing his dark poisonous eyes
upon my face, began to dart out his tongue.

From affright my senses now deserted me, so thd¢goribe my alarm and despair is out of the power
of relation. My hair even now stands erect at #frag@mbrance. Such a dryness seized my joints and
members from terror, that not the least moistuneaieed in my body, and the blood became stagnant
in my veins. My nails clung so closely to the truttiat you would have said they were the fingers of
the Chinar® growing from the tree. A vast concourse of pespd®d around below, who beat

together their hands in distress, and from desgtgred cries and shrieks, which reached my ears in
horrible sound; while my kinsmen and friends inpesdency scattered dust upon their heads.

At this crisis, a well-looking young man, of tathture, mounted on a horse without a saddle, and
accompanied by a servant carrying a bow and twbree arrows, came to the place, and inquired the
reason for the assemblage of so great a concamnddheir outcries. Some of them informed him,
pointing me out with their fingers. The youth hayexamined my situation, and the folds of the
serpent around my neck, said, 'Are there here &themearest kin to this death-devoted person?'
Upon which my brethren and relations present, wheevshedding the tears of regret at my condition,
replied, 'Yes; what would you say to us ?' The haugntinued, 'It must be evident to all that death
already sits upon the forehead of yonder unforeinahose escape from calamity by means of human
wisdom seems improbable, if not impossible; yefaiying hold on the strong cord of resignation, you
will give me leave, trusting in Him who is all-povial to deliver, | will shoot an arrow through the
body of the blood-devouring snake, and try the @séidation of this death-seized youth. | am a
perfect judge of distance, and in the skill of @mgha professor. | can hit the foot of an ant dask

night; and should they hang a grain of mustard bgeal single hair, | should not miss it a hair's
breadth. My skill in this art is such as | canmxpress; for the direction point of the arrow is bent

of my power. As an instance--at present | shallmiss, and at the first aim so bring down the hefad
yonder serpent, that even the wind of the arrowmat reach the face of the young man, or an injury
happen to a single hair. Thus far | confide in nifysget as Divine decree rules all things, and
Providence acts for itself, it is possible that tigtter may turn out contrary to my wishes, and iyou
that case, fixing your hands on my skirts, may aeane of shedding his blood.'

0| believe the Oriental planeTranslator.
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The whole concourse now, with one voice, exclaimed said, For the delivery of the young man
there can be no remedy but this; if he has a ptied#isn of longer life, the arrow of prayer wikach
the mark of acceptance; if not, he is already mlandghe jaws of fate. My kinsmen, also, resigned
themselves to destiny, and consented to the yowmgsrshot.

The youth--may the mercy of God attend his soulbkthis auspicious omened bow in his grasp, and
placing an arrow on the string, prayed the Almiglatylirect his aim for my sake. Then, like a
magician practiced in sorcery--not magic-like, alibgether miraculously drew the shaft, and aiming
at the eye of the serpent, let fly.

The heavens exclaimed Well! and the world Bravo!

The point of the arrow reaching its mark, broughd the monster's head to the ground; and this
exclamation from the crowd ascended to the skiajse be to the Giver of life | He cannot die whom
he destines to live, though he seemeth dead. Guatémt over all things®*

The weapon remained in the jaws, and the youngeataking his arrows aside, advancing, took up
the head of the serpent, which suddenly moving,aanifithe cup of the hero's age was become
flowing over, seized his lip with its mouth, andséd its envenomed teeth. The noble youth, angel
like, fleeted to Paradise in the twinkling of areggnd the head of the snake, like a paper-catdlshg
2 remained fastened on his lip.

The Persians assert that Aresh, the best arcles day, shot an arrow previously marked, in order
that it might be recognised, from the top of theumtain Damovend to the banks of the river Gihon.
Agoutha, a Tartar prince, long before his tenthrydplayed the greatest fondness for the bow, and
even at that early age was an unrivalled archee. @y, certain ambassadors being in the court yard
of his father's palace, and espying Agoutha, whodholding his bow in one hand and an arrow in
the other, they requested him to shoot at some liireh passing over their heads; Agoutha complied,
and with three arrows brought down an equal quaafigpame. One of the ambassadors, delighted
with this proof of juvenile adroitness, exclaimedBehold an extraordinary child, worthy to reign
over the great empire of the Manchons!" an opimiomly justified by the transactions of his future
years. On another occasion Agoutha, assistindanhquet in the house of Ono Li Han of the He che
Lie tribe, went out with several of the gueststtolsover a neighbouring plain. Perceiving a hiltoat
some distance, he requested all present to loegeaitiows at it, but none fell within even a
reasonable space of the mark; then Agoutha, wilitsit arrow, shot beyond the bank, and on
measuring, the distance was found to be 320 pabesarrow of Manthou, a boy of the same race as
Agoutha, and previously accounted the cleveresinianvof his age, fell 100 yards short of that of his
kinsman. In the year 1151, a monument was ereckeglarthe successful shaft had alighted, with an
inscription commemorative of such extraordinarytahs shooting in a child.

"When | was in Tartary," says the Baron de Totigft made me particularly notice Khrim Gouray's
second son, whose youthful courage burned for aortynity to distinguish itself, and who, by the
constantly exercising his arms, was enabled to b&adows at once. This prince had occupied
himself with archery almost from the cradle, ancewimot more than nine years of age, the Khan,
wishing to mortify his self- love, observed, confgaously, that 'a distaff would better become the
hand of such a poltron, than the manly weapon wtilth he was then exercising.'--'Poltron!" cried
the child, and his countenance became of an adbygss, '| fear no man, not even you,' at the same
time furiously loosing an arrow, which happily nesgisthe Khan, but buried itself in the wainseoting
owainscotingof the apartment two fingers deep.

Teon Man, Khan of the Tartars, wishing to disinhand destroy his eldest son Mothé, in order te giv
the kingdom to a child by his second empress, lsemtis hostage to the king of the Yuetchi, whose
dominions he immediately afterwards ravaged with éind sword, in the hope this outrage might be
avenged by the death of his obnoxious son. Theturalalesire would have been gratified, had not

“L A verse of the Koran, much quoted by the MussuBrama proof of predestination.

“2\What this means | cannot explain; perhaps a baitenof coloured paper.
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Mothé mounted a swift horse taken from the stabldss enemy, and fled with the utmost speed
homewards. On the boy being thus suddenly restorbis presence, nature resumed her sway, alla
Teon Man, admiring such courage and address irbtender years, appointed him over 10,000
horse, whose devotion and attachment Mothé usead avieto secure, being desirous of retaliating
upon his father the fate to which he had been tgceansigned. To this end, he caused a number of
whistling arrows" to be prepared for his own use, but ordered his tmeide with quivers filled with
those having sharp steel heads. He next publisigetheral order, that such of his squadron as
hesitated to loose the latter at any object, tatvhie directed attention by first shooting at immbelf,
were to suffer instant death. Being at the chase sfterwards, he aimed a whistling arrow at an
antelope: through forgetfulness, some disobeyedtther, and these he ordered to be beheaded upon
the spot. A few days subsequent to this transadbiershot at one of the noblest Arab horses in his
stud; again many cavaliers, influenced by fearitaiesl to obey, and instantly underwent the fate of
their companions. His next victim was a very bdaltemale slave, for whom he had manifested the
extreme of tenderness. The death signal, whisthingugh the air, struck her full upon the breasy. p
and terror again binding up the hands of many, sétfage sternness he ordered their companions to
hew them in pieces with their satires. As he rathfsoon afterwards he espied one of the finest Of
his father's horses grazing in a meadow instarglgtiuck him with a fatal shaft. Then, his whol@esu
following the example, rained a storm of arrowsmfite poor beast, which fell absolutely larded
therewith. Apparently now secure of their devotiblgthé one day persuaded his father to take part in
a grand hunting match, and, loosing at him therdsiginal, in an instant he sunk from his horse
pierced by a thousand arrows. The wretched paericiunediately returned to the palace, where he
was soon declared Schen Yu, that is, emperorgimdbm of his murdered parefit.

Some years previous to the treacherous massatite dfamelukes by Mohammed Ali Pasha, that
splendid barbaric chivalry, as they are happilyestyoy Sir Walter Scott, held frequent archery
parades. One of these magnificent spectacles, vihithplace about two centuries ago, has been
graphically described by an eye-witness, and Il $tesk give the substance of his very accurate
narrative.

On one side of the castle of Cairo there was alpfgin field, which had been prepared for a review
of the Mameluke horsemen in manner following. Abitgitmiddle, and on one side, were three
artificial hillocks of sand, about fifty paces d@ist one from the other, and on the summit of eémids
a spear and banner, being marks destined for tinei@®. Similar preparations had been made on the
opposite side, so that the intermediate spaceyballelwed six horses to run abreast. Here was drawn
up a body of youths selected to exhibit their agslis mimic warfare, who, accoutred in their usual
light harness, and mounted on sprightly steedsitesvthe signal to begin. The Sultan himself, a
"swart and lusty companion," viewed the spectadmfan elevated kiosk, having latticed windows.
He wore a pointed diadem, a black thick curlingrdeand was arrayed in the purest white, as were
the whole sixty thousand Mamelukes who stood bdiiore with an air of the most respectful
submissive devotion.

He waved his hand, and immediately the sports cameteby several of these youths running at full
career between the first two hillocks, dexterowsigoting at the marks right and left, until theyreve
absolutely covered with arrows, They next passemjaal speed throughout the other vacant spaces,
not one missing his aim, but, galloping with relimsse, each discharged sometimes two, sometimes
three arrows. Again they cantered back towardgtia¢ and, spurring their foaming horses, leaped on

43 Chinese Tartar arrows are made of a light woo@méding beech, and vary considerably in lengthgivei
and size. The largest, used for butt practice danstead of the iron pile, have a button of hortard wood at
the point, pierced with several holes. When disgbdifrom the bow, these arrows make a shrill wihigthoise,
caused by the rush of air through the aperturesjrawar are useful for night signals. Letters, atgmured in
these holes, are often shot into the enemy's cirapgh, as a Chinese author remarks, these missives
sometimes fall into the hands of persons for whioay twere never intended, but who, neverthelesaptitail
to turn them to good recount. The arrow next in bag usually a steel spear. shaped head; andiasthiris
armed with a formidable trident of the same metal.

4 D'Herbelot, Bibliothéque Orientale, iv. 49.
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and off, six or seven times successively, and digd arrows at intervals, without once missingrthe
aim. Whilst the horses absolutely seemed to flyr tive sand, three Mamelukes unstrung their bows,
whirled them around their heads by means of thegstrestrung them, nocked their arrows, and failed
not to transfix the butt. A fresh party now advahogho, after throwing themselves off their horses
thrice backwards, again vaulted into the saddld,danve into the mark without a single miss. Three
times also did they saddle and unsaddle their giaiphorses without dismounting, and used their
bows at intervals with the same unrivalled adratmeéome lay backward on the horse's croup, and,
taking his tail between their teeth, raised themeselpright, and shot as well as at first. Othats s
between sharp-pointed drawn swords, three befatdrare behind, whilst the riders were protected
only by a light silken dress, so that the smalilediination of their body could not fail of woundjn
them. Yet so adroitly did they manage themselvasttiere was, in reality, no danger, and,
surrounded thus, they were still successful withrtarrows. Of all these youths, however, one only
was seen to stand barefooted and erect upon thke batwvo of the swiftest horses, and, putting them
to the utmost speed, to plant in the butt threevesrdischarged in front, and also backwards like a
Parthian. Another also performed several featseafatity peculiar to himself: galloping without a
saddle, no sooner did he come between the magks, lying his back close to that of his horsehwit
feet elevated for an instant into the air, he spnapright, and drove his shafts thrice into thesobpf

his aim. At length, when the marks appeared qoaeed with arrows, the master of these youths, a
venerable gray-bearded man, advanced, and sei@rgpnners, first held them aloft, and then cast
them on the earth, whereupon his scholars showkred their lances and arrows, as if about to end
the lives of ten thousand wounded adversariestterdrode away, making their horses curves
triumphantly up and down the arena.

So much for the ancient Mameluke archer. | shdif add, in reference to these Oriental matterg, tha
among the Monguls, a bow is symbolical of a kingasrow of an ambassador or viceroy; the one
sending, the other being sent. Common arrows mbdeds are called Schem in Arabic, and those of
the Persians, formed of hard wood, they style Nasclihe latter nation possesses a very curious
treatise, entitled "Ahkan al reini u besaif," ostiuctions for the use of the bow and the swore. Ks

is the Arab word for the former weapon; and a patérly smooth well made arrow they style Azlam.

| have already remarked how solicitous our own brfavefathers were to train up a race of expert
archers in defence of their own and their prindglsts. Their feelings on this important subjea ar
well expressed in the spirited lines selected m®#o to the present chapter. My little toxophdite
however, may be tolerable historians, without kmawow many English monarchs and nobles
excelled in the art which they admire, such infaiorabelonging rather to the private than the publi
annals of a people. Yet they must have heard oithreous interview between our Henry the Eighth
and Francis of France, styled, by way of pre-entgeeliThe Field of the Cloth of Gold." Their sports
were all of martial character, in accordance whii lhabits and practice of the age; and in thdse it
asserted that the crafty Frenchmen allowed ouf Ky Hal a petty pre-eminence, since to effeet th
political objects of the conference was of far ggeanoment than splintering a lance, or the sueend
of courser and corslef To a certain extent this may be true. France neett@among her chivalry
many noble and accomplished knights; and, in tleetspf the tournament, policy perhaps dictated
the surrender of a triumph where victory would hbgen easy. But when, after a morning passed in
exercises of mimic warfare, Henry, at the particodmuest of the french monarch, undertook to
exhibit the skill and vigour with which Englishmerelded the long bow and cloth-yard arrow, he
owed nothing to the concessions of his adversatiaging retired to his tent, and divested himsélf o
the heavy tilting armour, he re-appeared habitdtierforest garb of merry England. The bugle horn
of gold, suspended from his shoulder, was sustdigeaibaldric richly embossed with the same
precious metal, a number of arrows couched bergatmbroidered girdle, and in his hand he carried
a long bow of the finest Venetian yew. The crowaholbles who waited on their monarch were
equipped in a corresponding style of magnificeaeet the gallant bearing of this hunter band, ag the
stationed themselves around the butt, called ®dhontaneous burst of admiration from the whole

> Bibliothéque Orientale.

46 By the laws of the tourney, the victorious knigfets entitled: to the horse and arms of his adwgrsar
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French court. Henry was then in the bloom of yotdha handsome countenance he added a figure of
the most perfect symmetry, and his height was denably above six feet. The plumed bonnet and
sylvan dress, assumed for the present occasioreds&y enhance these personal advantages not a
little, and, in truth, he appeared a noble persoatibn of the tall English archeéY. When, therefore,

he stepped forth from among the group of attenftaasters, and, with a manly vigorous air, was seen
to brace his trusty bow, expectation rose on tipteehe drew the first arrow from his belt, the

French, delighted with the novelty of this speatasuffered not a whisper to escape them; the
English, forgetful that the fame of their archeegounded throughout all Europe, felt as though it
depended solely upon their royal champion's sucéessright well did Henry on that day maintain
the reputation of his countrymen He repeatedly sttotthe centre of the white, though the marks
were erected at the extraordinary distance of tevebore yards apart. A simultaneous burst of
admiration marked the delight and astonishmenhefvast assembly who witnessed this fine display
of skill and personal strength; applause, no daagsincere as it was well deserved . for the gitem

of some cross-bowmen belonging to the French kimaply-guard, who tried their quarréfsat the

same bultts, served but to betray their own inerpsg, and the inferiority of that weapon. A
contemporary writer, whilst briefly alluding to ghjjorgeous pageant, paints Henry's dexterity in the
following quaint terms:--"Aprées allérent firer aft, et le Roy d'Angleterre luy méme, qui est
merveilleusement bon archer et fort; et le fesoit b voir."Afterwards they went to practice archery
with the king of England, who is a marvellous g@wdher and a strong; and it was right pleasant to
behold.

In after years, our bluff Hal lost none of the shlifor this exercise which had distinguished his
boyhood. When a gentleman named Cavendish waitédhoat Hampton Court, in obedience to his
majesty's commands, he found him engaged withtg,srooting rounds, or butts, in a portion of the
park situated behind the garden. "Perceiving himmcupied,” says he, "l thought it not my duty to
trouble him, but leaned to a tree, intending todtdere, and await his gracious pleasure. Beirgg in
great study, at the last the King came suddenlynidetne where | stood, and clapped his hands upon
my shoulders; and when | perceived him | fell uppnknee, to whom he said, calling me by name, 'l
will," quoth he, 'make an end of my game, and theifl talk with you;' and so departed to his mark,
whereat the game was ended. Then the King deliv@iegdowe unto the yeoman of his bowes, and
went his way towards the palace.”

In the privy-purse expences of this monaltive find nume- rous memorandums connected with
archery. Of these, some relate to losses at slypotaiches, others to presents of archery gear, dear
ones, indeed, but with which the courtiers aimebldspeak their prince's gracious favour by
ministering to a dominant taste.

"Item, 2d 1530.Paid to a servant of my Lord of Suffolk, in rewésdbringing bowes and arrowes to
the king's grace, xls.

"Item, 18th AugustPaid to the French fletchéf,, in reward towards his surgery, xls.

"Item, 28th OctoberPaid to a servant of Maister Bryan's, in reward lfoinging of a cross-bowe, a
quyver with arrowes, and a hawk glove, xxs.

"Item, 20th March, 1531Paid to George Coton, for vii shott lost by thed{s grace unto him at
Totthill, at 6s. 8d. the shotte, xlvjs. viijd.

"Item, 15th March Paid in rewarde to a fletcher, that gave the Kingane staff and a stone bowe, xIs.
"Item, 29th March Paid to George Clifford, for soe much money asvbe of tile King's grace at
Totehill at shooting, xijs. vid.

"Item, 8th May.Paid to George Coton, for that he wonne of thegi§igrace at the roundes, the laste
daye of Aprill, iiil.

“”Nemo enim ipso rege (Henry VIII.) Britannicum imgem arcum contentius flexit; nemo certius atquilies
sagittavit.--"No man in his dominions drew the grieéaglish bow more vigorously than Henry himself;man
shot further, or with a more unerring aimPaulus Jovius

48 Bolts for the crossbow.
49 Edited by Sir N. H. Nicolas.

%0 Eletcher, an arrow-maker; frofiéche an arrow.
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"Item,-- Paid to one of the guarde, for shooting at Greehwjgjs.

"Item, 30th JunePaid to the iij Cotons iij setts, the which thenés grace lost to them at Greenwiche
Parke, xx livres.

"Item,-- To the same Coton, for one upshott that he warfnhe King's grace, vjs. viijd. :

"Item, 8th July, 1531Paid to my Lord of Rocheford, for shooting witk #ing's grace at Hampton
Court, Iviil.

"Item, 10th July Paid to Thomas Carey, for shooting money, xxd.

"Item, 26th July Paid to my Lord of Rocheford, for shooting moneyyalles, iii livres, viis. vid.
"Item -4 Paid to Gwillim, for pellets for the stone bowgisv

"Item, 7th October, 1532aid to Henry Birds, for divers bowes and shaftegtfe King's grace, for
one year, xvjl."

The attachment which Henry felt for the bow indub@d to confer rewards and honours on all who
exhibited any extraordinary dexterity. At the cladea grand shooting match held in Windsor Park,
the upshot being given, he observed a guardsmargdh8arlow, preparing to discharge his last
arrow; upon which the king exclaimed, "Beat themBérlow, and thou shalt be Duke of Archers."He
shot, and placed his arrow in the centre of th& kdtereupon the king immediately redeemed his
promise, by conferring on this archer the titldbofke of Shoreditch, the place of his birth.

Henry the Seventh, his father, showed an equalflmvarchers, who principally composed the army
by which he triumphed over the tyrant Richard. Aftessembarking at Milford Haven, the Earl of
Richmond marched northward, and rested a nightetnWewydd, near Aberaeron, the seat of
David Llwyd, Esq., still inhabited by a lineal desclant of that family. His son, Einon Llwyd, was
one of those formidable Welsh archers, whose prewrsited as much terror among their English
neighbours, as theirs had done among French amia8ps; and, Richmond being a countrymare
readily joined his standard with a party of hardyumtain warriors, brave and skilful like himself.

On his departure, as a testimony of grateful fregmgl, the Earl presented his hospitable entertainer
with a silver flagon, still possessed by the Liwghily. The apartments and bed in which Henry slept
also remain in their original condition; and thédwing inscription, painted on the wall in old

English characters, commemorates that remarkabie-vi

"Hon yw'r Ystafell lle cysgodd Harry larll RichmondVIl. yn y flwyddyn 1485, gyda a Inon ap
Dafydd Liwyd, Esquire. ar ei daith o Aberdangledddinuydr enwog ar fees Bosworth, yor yr hony
lladdwyd Richard y lll. a Harry a aerth oddynno indain ac agafodd ei goroniyn frenin Lloegr.,'--
"This is the apartment in which the Earl of Richmdpafterwards Henry VII., slept with Einon, son of
David Liwyd, Esquire, when marching to the memoedittle on Bosworth Field, where Richard the
Third was slain. Henry went thence to London, amd wrowned king of England.”

Among the festivities which crowned the union d# tivo roses, on Henry's marriage with the
Princess Elizabeth, archery was not omitted. Thg kimself took an active part in these shooting
matches; a fact thus alluded to in a very anciahad:--

Look where he shooteth at the buttes
And with him lords three;

He weareth a gown of velvet black,
And 't is coted above the kné&

Edward the Sixth is also entitled to notice amdmglist of England's royal archers. Whilst quite a
youth he kept a journal, still preserved amongniaguscripts in the British Museum. It contains
many allusions to archery, particularly some cwsimemoranda of the amiable young prince's
successes and disappointments at matches in whitdok a part.

L New Alders, the seat of Evan Pryce Liwyd, Esq., afsdanseven, Carmarthenshire.

%2 Catharine of France, widow of Agincourt's herormeal Owen Tudor, a Welsh gentleman of ancient fiami
Richmond was the issue of this union.

%3 Harleian Lib. 365.
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Prince Henry, and his brother Charles the Firstevgeeat admirers of the bow. An engraving of the
latter, in archer's costume, forms the frontispieicklarkham's Treatise. As a work of art it is yle
executed, and his majesty is represented drawmghaft villanously low at the breast.

Charles the Second, on his restoration, did mustartds the revival of archery. It is not generally
known that the merry monarch, endowed with facie@mers, which readily accommodated
themselves to the tastes and habits of all withrwhe associated, was a member of an archery
society during his exile in the Low Countries. alig forget whether Ghent or Bruges, but his
majesty's statue occupies geonbelonging to an ancient fraternity of bowmen ire @m the other.

George the Fourth was, in his youth, a magnifcatriom of archery”, but as the interest he
manifested for this, the favourite pastime of Hisstrious ancestors, has been fully detailed etere,
| merely allude to it here.

And now, my little friends, having done our deva# regards the achievements of princes and
potentates, we will next take a hasty survey ofia@rg as it flourished in a less exalted spheré&®f |
The famous Earl Pembroke, surnamed Strongbow, wrand acquired among the Romans the
cognomen of Longae mantisjust as the poet Ovid was nicknamed Naso, frarettiraordinary
dimensions of his nose. This preternatural lenfirm gave him an immense advantage over
ordinary archers. We may, therefore, conclude copteary writers have not exaggerated, when they
assert that, at the age of eighteen, he was nefsédoow in which no other man could draw an arrow
to the head. During his expedition for the conqoésteland, he frequently resigned sword and lance
the ordinary weapons of knighthood, to fight ambigjarchers, armed with this redoubtable bow.

The young Lord Henry Vesci was remarkable for skilarchery, and his untimely fate. Being
indicted by the sheriff of Yorkshire for some tavbffences against the forest laws, a warrant was
issued to Henry de Clydnau for his apprehensiorthigothe refractory noble refused to submit.
Catching his bow and shafts, he fled through a wpadsued by the deputy-sheriff and his men, and
would certainly have escaped, had not revenge ealhon to slacken his pace, that he might bring
his adversaries within bowshot. Then, dischargisgloth-yard shafts with fatal aim, three of the
foremost quickly bit the dust.

The outlaw's shot it was so strong,
That no man might him drive,

And the proud sheriff's men,

They fled away full blythe,--

dreading the fate of their comrades; and, afteeating some distance, halted to hold a counaitant
Naturally suspicious that Vesci would still traakdekeep them in sight, they resolved to quit thedvo
altogether, in the hope of lulling their victim ansecurity. And their stratagem had the desiregceff
for the young lord, really believing pursuit atemd, for the present, unstrung his bow, and, thrgwi
it on the turf beside him, soon fell asleep benéatishade of a large tree. In the mean time tegfsh
and his followers made a large circuit, and, cneggieparately through the thick underwood, they
stole upon the defenceless youth, and killed hirerethe lay.>®

My next illustration of youthful archery is alsd&n from England's domestic annals, and exhibits so
revolting a picture of society in the fourteentmitey, that we might be disposed to question its
authenticity, did not our public records furnishrpaqually atrocious.

Sir John Elland, high sheriff of York, had inhedteith his patrimony a fierce family feud againgt S
Robert Beaumont, of Crosland Hall, in the same tousnwilling to expose his schemes of revenge
to the hazard of disappointment, he declined emggigi his quarrel those public forces which were at

** See "Modern Archery."
% Long arms.
*® Hale's "Placit. Coron."

" See "Murder of the Hartgills by Lord Stourton,d@mestic tragedy, thus alluded to by Heywood:-Great
dearthe in Englande; For base murder, died, asl8aie, Lord Stourton."
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his command by virtue of the shrievalty, but cotedrhimself with a band of trusty neighbours and
tenants, whose hearts and hands lay wholly devothid pleasure. Possessing the lordship of Elland
town, all its inhabitants were his homagers, asdueh, had sworn themselves his doomed servants,
according to the ancient phraseology of law.

With this knot of desperadoes, he "most illegabging himself but a private gentleman, marched, in
the middle of the night, to Quarmby Hall, the dweglof Quarmby of Quarmby, Sir Robert
Beaumont's nearest relative; and, having brokentirg house, incontinently slew its worthy
proprietor, whilst wrapt in the arms of sleep.

Unsatiated with blood, the high sheriff and hiddalers passed on to the house of Lockwood of
Lockwood, a gentleman universally esteemed asdhand and oracle of his county. Him also they
murdered, in the midst of his domestic retirembatjing no power of armed men to protect him,
because neither fearing nor expecting such an lassau

Sir Robert Beaumont being thus deprived of his rtrosty friends, the ferocious Elland, ere day had
dawned, bent his steps towards Crosland Hall. Battliouse was deeply moated, and, the drawbridge
being up, they were compelled to halt. Evil fortuhewever, favoured his designs, for, after an
ambush of three hours, a girl, who had occasidretearly stirring, approached and let down the
bridge. Rushing from their concealrnent, the Ellensdseized the terrified maid, whom they dragged
with them into the house. But her screams had wbtrsefamily, and they found Sir Robert in his
bedchamber, with as many servants about him asl d@uassembled upon so sudden an emergency.
Resistance, however, availed not against their moneerous and better armed assailants, who seized
the poor old knight, and haled him down stairs it hall, where the murderous Elland, nothing
moved by the piteous shrieks of his terrified lastpod by, whilst they severed his head from hidybo
with the stroke of a sword. He then commandechalliread and wine in the house to be brought
forth, and the party sat down to regale after thieiody tragedy. As he sat, Elland espied the twss

of his victim, and ordered them to approach and®a younger complied, but his brother refusing,
he furiously exclaimed, "See ye yon lad ! how heslp he cloth take his father's death, and looketh
as if meditative of revenge: but fear not ye; Edlarwatch and ward shall keep the young spawn of a
traitor from being ever able to work us any misateah

When at sunrise they departed, and were out of,stglh widowed mother, pale but tearless, justly
fearing a recurrence of these sanguinary enormitieaediately interred, with decent funeral, the
remains of her beloved husband Then, leaving maresid property to its fate, she took refuge with
her boys at the house of Townley of Brereton, lgar ikinsman, who gave a kind reception, with free
and generous entertainment. Having associated #teasswith young Lacy of Crumble Bottom,
Lockwood of Lockwood, and Quarmby of Quarmby, betiose fathers, as | have already said,
perished by Elland's hand, the young Beaumonts ¢pein time in devising schemes of retaliation.
With this view, they laboured to acquire dexteiitysuch martial exercises as were calculated to
render them dexterous in the anticipated game athgl@amely, riding, tilting, the sword, and
shooting in the long bow, then England's most fasremd redoubtable artillery.

Whilst halting between hope and fear, and dailyidzlisvith uncertain rumours, Dawson and Haigh,
two faithful dependents of their family, suddenigited them. They brought news that the sheriffrtur
would shortly be held at Brigg House, where Ellaeder failed to appear in person. For many
reasons it was unanimously decided that a betgortymity of avenging their slaughtered parents
could not be selected The roads, too, at suchgsrieere usually crowded with uncouth and strange
persons, so that none would be likely to questibemwee they came or whither they went.

Accordingly, taking Dawson and Haigh as guides, armbmpanied by a body of picked archers, these
adventurous youths commenced their hazardous digedihey passed unobserved through bye-
ways or forest paths, and with vengeful punctuakigched Crumble Bottom Wood, true to the day of
the sheriff-turn. Here they placed themselves ibash, Sir John Elland little dreaming, amidst the
pride and gallantry of his shrievalty, and whilssiating at the execution of meaner criminals,, timat

a few short hours, his life would be devoted toiatephis own dark catalogue of crime.

And now the spies placed in Brigg House arrivedtitess, to tell that Elland was mounted, and on
his journey homewards. Then the Beaumonts arrdysdmen upon the hill tops leading from
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Brookfoot to Brigg House; and then, with counterenchanged to fearful ghastliness, compressed
lips, and eyes gleaming like those of the vengadidler, they paced to and fro upon its narrow brow,
intently looking towards that distant point whiabncealed or brought to view all who journeyed
along the road. At length, three horsemen abreasided it suddenly, followed by a numerous
cavalcade, two and two; and, after sweeping quialdyng the valley's sinuosities, continued to adcen
the narrow hill path at a sharp trot. The appeaai@n armed company thus loitering in the road
might naturally have excited alarm; but the shexifidently suspected nothing, for, riding briskly u

at the head of his party, he courteously veilethémn his bonnet. Adam Beaumont fiercely returned
his salute. "Thy courtesy, Sir Knight," he exclaiméshall avail thee little; | am Adam Beaumont. My
father's noble blood staineth thy hands, and tomgense his inhuman death presently shalt thou also
be slain.”

Thus saying, this little band discharged their @g@gainst the Ellanders, who for some time made
stout resistance, until Beaumont managed to septratsheriff from his company at the lane's end,
and there incontinently slew him.

Their main object being thus accomplished, the gdeaders fled away that very night to Furness
Fells, a place between forty and fifty miles frdme scene of their revenge. In this wild and remote
district they took up their winter quarters, totphew schemes for extirpating the whole male lihe o
Elland. With this view they surrounded the Halllwgionstant spies, by whose advice, at the opening
of spring, the Beaumonts returned to Crumble Boftanad on Palm Sunday eve, in the silence of
midnight, took forcible possession of Elland midlr, being near the hall, it was well adapted for
assaulting the young knight and his family, théof@ing morning, on their way to church. Still the
conspirators' arrival was not managed so secrsttg arevent its being observed by the neighbouring
cottagers. From them several dark hints reachedio®im, warning him to be on his guard that he was
not surprised in his bed. A consciousness of lief&s crimes, and his recent expiation of them,
tended to strengthen these suspicions. He was limgib trust himself abroad, and mentioned to his
wife that armed men were reported to have beenlsédng in the vicinity. However, she made light
of his fears, and merely answered, "This day isnFalinday: we must certainly go to church and
serve God on his holy festival."

It so happened that the miller, being in want aheaneal, sent his wife to the mill, early on that
morning, to fetch it. On her approach she founddiber open, and the conspirators in possession, by
whom she was straightway seized, bound hand angddod laid in a secure place. The woman not
returning so soon as her husband expected, he bedanwroth, threatening and severely to chastise
her. On repairing to the mill, in great haste, ind$ his wife a captive, and the gentlemen present
ready to explain the delay, by binding and layimg in a similar posture close by her side.

In the mean while Sir John Elland and his familyevereparing for church. The warning he had
received lay heavy upon his spirit, and he secddlgl himself in a breastplate of proof. Their usua
path was by tile mill-pool side,- but, during lovater, a shorter passage lay over the dam stongs; an
from their hiding-place Beaumont and his associaéesa full view of the party, as cautiously ané on
behind the other they began to cross the stredamdecame first: no sooner had he reached theecentr
stone, than the mill door flew open, and Beaumoshed forth, holding his weapon bent and an arrow
ready nocked, which he sped with furious aim, dredkinight received it full upon his breast.
Repelled, however, by the armour, it-glanced away dropt harmless. Seeing this, Wilkin of
Lockwood ran forward, and exclaiming fiercely, "Gty you shoot wide!" drew his shaft to the head,
which, though admirably directed, was unsuccedsbnh the same cause. Thus, for a moment, it
seemed destined their victims should escape; batifdent, grown wise by experience, fully
comprehended the reason of their failure; andhdisging a second-arrow, pierced his victim through
the brain. He fell headlong into the mill-streanihose waters were crimsoned with his gore, and, at
the same instant, Lockwood's second arrow montatiynded his only boy. The affrighted domestics
carried him and his swooning mother back to thesepwhere he almost immediately expired; and so
perished the last male branch of HAll.

%8 Now, or recently, in possession of the noble fgrofl Halifax.
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The Feud of Elland
The crimes of the father being thus visited upandhildren with more than Arab retribution,
Lockwood and Quarmby made a precipitate retredttimuEllanders were already in arms, breathing
vengeance and slaughter for the death of their Bedrcely, had they gained Aneley Wood ere they
distinctly heard the shouts of their pursuers adohemost viewed their chase. Seeing no hope of
escape, the whole party resolutely faced about, ranged in a hollow square, made brave resistance,
until their arrows were spent: then Quarmby, thergfest and most resolute man of the band, refusing
to flee one foot from his ground, fell covered witbunds; and the Ellanders fiercely pursued
Lockwood through the wood; but he outstripped thend, after encountering many hardships and
hair-breadth escapes, arrived at Camel Hall, aasplmansion near Cawthorpe, inhabited by a
peasant. It appears he there became deeply enatrafures host's daughter, a young woman
possessing great beauty, united with apparensariéss. Their place of assignation was the park, fo
Camel Hall once belonged to a family of distinctittrunfortunately happened that the keeper, in
going his evening rounds, observed Lockwood inestroonversation with this damsel: he recognised
him, and quickly conveyed intelligence to Bosw#ie under-sheriff, and landlord of Camel Hall.
Boswell immediately rode over to his tenant, totdge some mode of seizing the youth at his next
visit. Overawed by threats of being expelled frasfarm, and tempted by the offer of a considerable
reward, the farmer promised his assistance: aauglsdino sooner did Lockwood again enter into
Camel Hall than it was surrounded by his foes. ltld archer, however, who never stirred abroad
without his trusty bow, quickly ascended the steiran upper room, and appeared at the open
window, breathing defiance against his enemiesaljgregardless of threats and offers of mercy, he
replied to both by launching a deadly arrow, whemeny one of their number ventured within
bowshot. Again, his escape was more than probhatejt not been for an act of treachery, which, if
rare among the sex, is also unexampled in its igrokhe woman on whom the heroic Lockwood had
placed his affections, far from making suitableiret actually sold herself, as her father had dame,
his destroyers. Stealing cautiously behind himhwisharp knife, as he was in the act of drawisg hi
bow, she suddenly cut the string, and left him dedéess The rest is soon told. No longer kept at ba
by the terror of his archery Boswell rushed in, gogtkly seized and bound the unfortunate
Lockwood He was then led forth, and instantly pudéath.
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Having so far furnished an abstract and brief claterof exploits, where princes, nobles, or knights
alone figure as the chief performers, let us néai@e at an inferior, but highly important class--I
mean our yeomen archers, who drew their bowst@mgspence daily pay. Here, however, much
patient research has been ill rewarded; and, wtheramplest information was anticipated, nothing
exists beyond a few meagre details. "In my timayssAscham, "men that were learned, did not
understand archery; and those who shot well, weleamed." Indeed, a profound ignorance ot even
the commonest elementary knowledge, distinguishedower grades of society from the eleventh to
the close of the fifteenth century. Oral traditiemzgjuestionably abounded among the populace; but
those qualified by education to collect and redbrain, unconscious of their value to the men of othe
generations, felt no interest in the task: and eantantic tale perished almost with him who was its
hero.

The wages above cited were given to our archdesat five centuries ago. They seem dis-
proportionate when we reflect on the relative valiemoney then and at present; but the Veel
Manuscript expressly states that Sir Maurice Bexkélad the king'® warrant to receive, out of the
customs of wool, at 61. per sack, his own pay aatlaf twenty men at arms; viz. 4s. per diem to
himself as a banneret; 2s. each to his knights; ftieén esquire; and 6d. per diem for an archexwH
highly, therefore, must the services of this faneee been estimated, when a poor peasant was
rewarded with an eighth of the stipend given to ohEdward the Third's most powerful feudal lords.
And in cases of pressing emergency, some additmmaity seems to have been added: for instance,
so much blood had been shed during the wars abges, that, on the termination of their fatal
quarrel, the few persons of distinction who surdifeund themselves almost tenantlé&snd, in
consequence, often greatly embarrassed to conthpktestipulated number of followers when
summoned on foreign service. Some dilemma of thigne gave rise to correspondence between Sir
Roger L'Estraunge who had fought on King Edwarids,sand his brother in arms Sir John Paston, in
the reign of Henry the Seventh. "Master Pastory$ &, "I commend me to you; so it is, that | arh no
yet purveyed of men to my number of archers, sscthauld go over sea with me. Wherefore, sir, |
beseech you to do so much, as to have purveyadddwo or three such as ye think shall be for me.
Sir, | understand that Sir Terry Robsart lieth little from you, where, as | bow, he might help ofe
one by your means; and as for their wages, sayghaly have the king's wages and somewhat else, so
that | trust they shall be pleased. Sir, | besg@ehto take the pains for me this time, and | stiall

you that service that lyeth in me, by the gracéesiu --which preserve ye.--ROGER
L'ESTRAUNGE.--Monday, April 16th, 1492."

The three famous archers mentioned below, oftamdign scraps of ancient poetry. They seem to
have stood equal, in popular estimation, with Rdtdod and his co-mate John Little; since, in
Shakspeare's days--and no doubt long before agd-gie name of one of them was used to
compliment an expert archer. "Benedict. HE that hie, let him be claps on the shoulder and called
Adam."

Merry it was in fair forest,

Among the leaves green;

Where as men hunt east and west,
With bowes and arrowes keen.

To ryse the deare out of their den.
Such sights hath oft been sene,

9 Edward IlI.

% Civil warfare has been attended with similar ressat every period of our history. An aged woman of
Dorsetshire once told me, as a tradition receivech fher grandmother, how, during the height ofgharrel
between King Charles and his Parliament, the unesnt of a wayfarer passing through her villageited so
much curiosity, that the whole population crowdedhieir doors, and remained watching until he disayped. It
served as food for conversation long afterwardssuoh a day, said they, "we saw a man!" For moesd none
but women were left at home: the lands lay uncaléd, and famine gradually consumed the aged &nd th
helpless. As to children, my informant added ttatenbelow a certain age remembered their fatheds, a
although familiar with the name, they knew notitsaning.
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As bye three men of the north countrie
By them it is | mene.

The one of them, hight Adam Bel,

The other, Clym of the Clough,

The third was William of Cloudeslie,
An archere goode enow.

Among the monuments in Clewer church are some miatado the family of Hayes of Hollyport.
One of these celebrates, in indifferent poetry gkgoits of Martin Expence, a famous archer, who
shot a match against a hundred men, near Braylimito@ church, also, we have the effigies of a
bowman, wearing his bugle horn and other insighth® craft. Leland tells an interesting story of
John Pearson, a Coventry archer, who, being didtike of Dixemunde had one of his legs shattered
by a cannon ball: but such was the indomitablatsglithe man, that he continued to use his bow
kneeling or sitting; and when the French took ighfl, addressing a comrade, he said, "Have these
three arrows which remain, and continue thou ttesehfor | may not."

"Here," observes the author of "The Troubles in N@wland,” "I cannot but record the valliancy of
George Forest, one of my soldiers, who, with seaem@arrows sticking in him, still stoutly resisted
the foe, and then, for want of a chirurgeon, died."

The author of "The Lay of the Last Minstrel" hagnortalised the fame of Wat Tinlinn, "who in my
younger days, "says he, "was the theme of mamesidie tale." This person was a retainer of the
Buccleugh family, and held, for his border serveeesmall tower on the frontiers of Liddesdale. Wat
was by profession sutor, but by inclination and practice an archer andriwarUpon one occasion,
the captain of Bewcastle, military governor of thaltd district of Cumberland, is said to have made
an incursion into Scotland, in which he was deféated forced to fly. Wat Tinlinn pursued him
closely through a dangerous morass: the captaimever, gained the firm ground; and seeing Tinlinn
dismounted, and floundering in a bog, used thesesvof insult, "Sutor Wat, you cannot sew your
boots; the heels risp, and the seams rive." "#rinot sew," retorted Tinlinn, discharging a shaftal
nailed the captain's thigh to his saddle,--"if hieat sew, | cayerk" This latter word, signifying the
twitching or tightening of the thread, practicedhy trade, alludes also to the act of lettingt#
bowstring. It may be here remarked that LancagRa@son, who still lives in the remembrance of
many of my seniors, the best among modern archvasalso a shoemaker.

Carew, the ancient historian of Cornwall, alludeshte dexterity of one Richard Arundel, an intimate
friend and countryman of his own, who, like a Parhcould shoot twelve score from behind his
head, with the right hand or the left. He, preseatterwards, tells a quaint anecdote of anothehear
in language equally quaint. "l have heard," sayslmecredible report, of those who professed and
protested themselves to have been eye-witnesstsyrib Robert Bone, of Antony, shot at a littledbir
sitting on his cowe's back, and killed it--the binthean, not the cowe;--which was very cunninghia t
performance, or very foolish in tile attempt. Tirstfof these somewhat resembles Menelaus,
mentioned by Zosimus, lib. ii., who, nocking theeeows, and shooting them all at once, would strike
three several persons; and might have deservedldadstipend in the Grand Signior's guard, where
the one6r11alf of his archers are left handed, theyt tmay not turn their tail upon their sultan whieey
drawe."

Among the troops which composed the Floridan exediherein-before referred to, there were only
two archers: one an Englishman named Coles; thex atSpaniard, who, being in London until the
age of twenty, had acquired an Englishman's adrsdtmvith the bow and shaft. These were the only
adversaries truly formidable to the Indians, wheg achiefly depended on their archery, but laughed
to scorn the confined range of a Spanish cross-bbw.arquebuses, indeed, might have been more

1 A bowman, left-handed, is undoubtedly the mostaimly of monsters, to whom the recommendation efev
so grave an authority as Plato fails to recongleTine Greek philosopher considered that childhenilsl be
taught to use both hands with equal dexterity, attributes it to the imprudence of mothers and esitbat there
is any difference; for among the Scythians, he ,sagsn draw the bow equally with both hands. | répea
however, that it has a very contemptible appearanwtis unpardonable, because any one may cusekioi
the bad habit in a week.
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formidable; but these the Christians, having na,ittad been compelled to convert into "horse-shoe
nails." Coles relates that, in their disastrousag®yup the river Chicagua, he received two dangerou
arrow shots, and only escaped death by a miratltheAsame time, Don Gusman, one of the Spanish
officers, was struck by above fifty arrows in hesald and shoulders, and expired in the arms of his
associates as they bore him from that scene ofistarf?

Many centuries ago, the barons of Berkeley Castieewat feud with Lord de Lisle. Having come to a
resolution of putting their irreconcileable diffe®es to the arbitrament of the sword, both parties
near Nibley Green, Gloucestershire, where the Beykecame attended by a large reinforcement from
Bristol, whose citizens, at that period, were asdd for a turbulent martial spirit as for commelrcia
enterprise. To these were added a band of aratmensDean Forest, who, secure in their native
fastnesses, like the Kent woldsmen, owned vassatagene, although they usually maintained an
alliance, for mutual protection, with the neighbiagrbarons of Berkeley. Dwellers within the purkeu
of a royal chase, stocked with countless herdsef,ceach man, from infancy, had become well
accustomed to the yew bow and grey goose shafthathey handled with an adroitness that made
them the terror of the west country. There is auritstantial narrative of the battle of Nibley Green
among the castle archives, from which it appeatttieir leader, Black Will, marked the Lord Lisle,
when he lifted the visor of his helmet for fresh and loosing against him an arrow, it pierced his
brain, and he fell dead from his horse. Du Carpthem of De Wyrale makes this redoubtable
personage confess and glory in the feats of arnpeermed during that sanguinary fray.

And note, advancing through the tall trees' shade,
A stranger bold and armed, a bow who bare
Some six feet long, of toughest yew-tree made.

A goodly sheaf of arrows bright and keen,

Were deftly stuck beneath his baldric green.

Thus accoutred, he falls in company with the "chieéster in fee."

'Say, who and whence art thou?' De Wyfilgaid.
| reek not," he replied, and careless laughed,

Of Briton, Saxon, Norman, or of Dane,

If | compacted be; so | my craft

Well know, nor ever do dismiss in vain,

Drawn to my ear, the unerring cloth yard shaft;
Nor know | fear--nor crouch to sword or lance,
As many a daring deed might testify.

He too, the Lord of Lisle, who dared to prance,--
At his life's cost, in an ill-omened day,

Joining with Berkeley's earl in deadly fray:--

‘T was | that drew the bow, the shaft that sent,
And planted deep its steel point in the brain

Of that proud lord, what time Fitzhardirf§vent
Gave to the wrath he did perforce restrain,
Rankling long time within his bosom pent;

Nor proved the cherish'd hope of vengeance vain.

| will here offer a few words respecting the mogenich Lord de Lisle met his death. A petition,
presented to the king by his widow, states thatthew entered his left temple, for, like Caesar's
soldiers at the battle of Pharsalia, our Englishnyen were prone to strike at the visage, although

62 Commentarios Reales de el Origin de los Incas.

%3 A tomb of Newland churchyard, which is within Delorest, represents an archer, bow in hand, amdawit
single arrow beneath his belt. Another shows aréigacurnbent, reposing his head upon a lion,g@stdipon a
hound. Around is sculptured the following legend:--

Here Iyeth Jenkyn Wyrale, chief forester in fee,
A braver fellow never was, nor ever will there be.

% The family name of tile earls of Berkeley.
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from very different motives. Strong mail protectbd person of knights and men-at-arms, over and
above which a triangular shield, fenced with sptales, and suspended by a strap round the neck,
gave additional protection to the vital parts. Noue very "strong and sinewy bows" could drive an
arrow through this panoply of' metal, so the arckeen-sighted as the lynx, and no less cruel,
constantly directed his aim at face and throat,nmthe foeman, who played his game of war beneath a
summer's sun, unwarily lifted visor, or removedggs, to breathe a cooler air. Few who ventured to
do so ever lived to close them again; and thisdat® manuvre with archers of our own and other
countries, is repeatedly adverted to in the chiesidAt Towton, the most fatal battle in all thamd)
quarrel of the Roses, when the Lord de Clifforéhtiag with pain, heat, and thirst, took off his
gorges, instantly an arrow-- tradition says a hesglbne--passed through his neck; "end thus," adds
the chronicle, "he rendered up his spirit."-- Agalaring the same wars, John Paston, writing to a
friend, relates, as a piece of news, that the &dadixford, making a sally from a castle where heswa
besieged, was shot through the bars of his helffiets day,"says Paston, laconically enough, "l saw
the man who did it; and there | leave Hith In his first engagement with Hotspur's forces|linshed
states that Harry the Fifth, then Prince of Waleseived a shot in the face; and Shakspeare irtesdu
him upon the stage, immediately after that accident

Enter the Prince of Wales wounded

WestmorelandCome, my lord, I'll lead you to your tent.
Prince.Lead me, my lord! | do not need your help.
And heav'n forbid | a shallower scratch should drive
The Prince of Wales from such a field as tffis.

One instance more, and | have done. Some pirates,the Orcades, once entered the port of
Anglesea in their long vessels; and the Earl ofs#reapprised of their approach, boldly met them,
rushing into the waves upon a spirited horse. Magthe commander of the expedition, standing upon
the prow of the foremost ship, aimed at him anvartbe earl was completely equipped in a coat of
mail, which guarded every part of his person extepteyes; but the unlucky weapon struck himin
the right eye, and, entering his brain, he feifeddss corpse into the sea. The victor, seeingihithis
state, proudly and exultingly exclaimed, in the Baranguage, "Leit loup "--let him leap; alla
thenceforward the power of the English ceased eftmy in Anglese&’

% paston Letters.
 Henry IV.

%" From Sir R. C. Hoare's elegant translation of [@ira. Among the Cotton Collection of MSS. is a Bani
poem, reciting the exploits of Oddus the Archeriolitihat hero composed whilst in the agonies oftdea
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From the fragment of a humorous ballad, entitlelé'Rynge and the Hernfi}," we have a droll
insight into the character and mode of life peculiamany a jovial friar of the fourteenth century.

Arise up, Jack, and goe with me And to the head he gave it hale:

And more of my privitie ‘There is no deere in this forest,
Thou shalt see somethinge An it would on him feste 73,

Into a chamber he him led: But it should spill his shale 74 it

The kynge saw about the hermyt's bed Jack sith thou can of fletcher crafte,
Broad arrowes hang. Thou mayst me ese with a shafte. 75
The frere 69 get him a bow in hande: Then,' said Jack, 'l shall.'

Jack,' said he, 'draw up the bonde 70;' ‘Jack, an you will a' of my arrowes have,
He 71 might only stir the stringe. Take thee of them, and with thy leve,
'Syr," he said, ' so have | blisse, Now go we to our play.'

There's no archere may shoote this And thus they sate with fustie bandy,
That's with my lord the kynge.'-- And with strike partner in that place,
An arrowe of an elle longe, Till it was near hand day.

In hys bowe he 72 it throng,

From this and many similar passages, which occatdrbooks, it would appear that the class of "Jazy
lozel, roystering monks," of whom Tuck, Robin Haocdelebrated confessor, may be considered a
type, abounded in England from the Conquest t&éfermation. Indeed it could hardly be otherwise.
However unfitted for the sacred office, the cowbkvilae most obvious resource of the junior branches
of our ancient country gentlemen. "Younger sortgytwere, "of younger brothers" whom the feudal
system, in most eases, left entirely destitute yTdoaild not dig, and were ashamed to beg. As
Englishmen, an ardent love of field-sports was iiahein their nature: even with their mother's milk
they imbibed a taste for those manly exercises lwbanstitute nearly the sole occupation of a mlartia
age.

The Curtall friar of Fountain's Abbey,
Well can a good bowe draw,

He'll beat you and your yeomen,

Set them all on a row,

says Scadlocke to his master, Robin Hood. Theesarecorded incident in the life of the famous
Thomas a Becket, archbishop of Canterbury, is diisgoput in the stocks for getting drunk, and
fighting with his quarter-staff at a village fain the records of the exchequérwe find Savory, a
clerk, that is, a friar, fined and imprisoned faresting a bow out of the hands of one of the royal
foresters. Whilst going his rounds, he convicted bf "stable stand;" or in the act of shootinghat t
king's deer. The burley friar forthwith threateries captor with the vengeance of the church. Too
ignorant to understand, or too cunning to beli¢lve,man insisted on bringing him before the lord
warden; whereupon his holiness showed fight, diedrthe keeper, and belaboured him stoutly with
his own bow. "’

% Library of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge; supgto have been written about the year 1384.
% Frere, brother; i.e. a monk.

O Bow; "draw up" means pull the arrow to its head.

" The king.

"2 The monk; it will be seen that he shows himselfrtioee sinewy archer of the two.

3 Light.

" Blood.

> "Me ese with a shafte:"--accept an arrow from ma aresent.

6 Madox's Exchequer.

" Madox's Exchequer.
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A prior of Winchester, in the reign of King Johippears to have been more deeply read in the "Booke
of St. Alban's" than in his breviary. The most rened chase in England was near at hand, where
many "a stag of ten" fell beneath his arrows. Aglh these depredations became so notorious that th
king, whose veneration for monks seems; not to lhaen very profounEP, ordered his convent to be
searched, and fined him heavily for every bow disced there’”® What a pretty piece of drollery to
have encountered the portly abbot and his merrggren shaven crowns and priestly frocks, plying
their sturdy bows and cloth yard shafts, amongsérdant recesses of the Hampshire forest!

And of these merry monks there was not any one,
But he could kill a deer, his swiftest speed upon.

Doubtless there stood within their lordly domaindinchester
Battes both fayre and longe;

that is to say, full fifteen score apart: for, undl circumstances, we do these holy fatherlittl
injustice in presuming their fingers infinitely neoready with arrow nock than bead roll.

Before entering upon what may be properly styleddtill exercise of an archer, | may be alloyed a
remark or two respecting "modern gymnastics," &edsubstitution of archery in their place at
schools. A more dangeroffs vulgar, stupid plan than the former, for exeraisihe limbs of boys,
could hardly be devised. Let proper targets betedean playgrounds, with the presence of teachers,
to control and prevent the pupils from shootinguity other direction, or at any other objects, dhd a
fear of accident is obviated.

That a recreation eminently conducive to healthtukhoot yet have been revived in all our private
educational establishments is to be regretted. iTsabuld be abolished in those public ones, where
the rules not only expressly command in: observamaeactually provide the scholars with the whole
apparatus, is very strange, but very true. At BEWastminster, and Harrow schools, Greek and Latin
orations or plays have been substituted. Thusptilgenal intention is altogether perverted. To xela
the pupils minds, after the arduous course of stlichated by the rules of our ancient grammar
schools; to comply with the laws which enforced mpwoery instructor of youth and head of a family
the superintendence of their initiation into thigoortant means of national defence, and to gratify
their own partiality for an accomplishment deaEtgglishmen--were the reasons which made "arms
for the boys" to be classed by the founders ambegécessary calls upon their liberality. Foremost
the list of those writers on education, who zedlpusulcate the propriety of mingling athletic Wit
mental exercises, is Roger Ascham, sometime tatQuieen Elizabeth, well known as the author of
"Scholarca;" still better by his "Toxophilus." "Wadito God!" he exclaim&" "that all men did bring

up their sons, like my worshipful master Sir HeWingefield, in the book and the bow." "He that
shooteth in the free and open fields," observedcikikr??, the first tutor appointed to the Merchant
Taylor's School, "may choose whether between hiksrize will run or walk; daunce or leape; halloo
or sins; or do somewhat els, which belongeth tmther either vehement or gentle exercises. And
whereas hunting on foot is much praised, what ngwinthe bodie hath the foot hunter in hilles and
dales which the roving archer hath not in varidtgrounds? Is his natural heat more stirred than th

8 Being abroad to hulls one day, whilst the kingdsiood interdicted, it chanced that there was atgiteg or
hart killed, which, when he came to be broken upyed very fat and thick of flesh. "Oh! oh!" qudtie
irreverent monarch, "what a pleasant life this degh led, and yet ill all his days he never heneads."--
Hollinshed vol. ii. p 330

" He could not plead the statute commanding everyighmgan to be possessed of four shafts, because it
expressly exempts "all holy men."

80 "westminster Medical Society.--Dr. George Gregorthe chair. Disease of the heart occasioned bgni
gymnastic exercises.

81 See "Toxophilus, or Schole of Shewtinge."

82 Richard Mulcaster's Positions; wherein those jiiim circumstances be examined which are neces$sary
the training up of children, either for skill inein book, or health in their bodie."--A.D. 1560.
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archer's is ? Is his appetite better than the a@s;tieough the proverb help the hungry hunter?, Nay
both these, the archer hath the advantage, forthsthoures be much better to eat and all his ngpvin
is more at his choice. In fine, what good is tharany particular exercise, either to help nathest,

to clear the body and the senses, to provoke dppktistrengthen the sinews, or to better allggrs
which is not altogether in this? This exercise dikd best of any round stirring without doves upon
the causes before alledged, which if | did not{ lsarned man, our late and worthy countryman,
Maister Ascham, would be half angry with me, thobghwere of a mild disposition; who both for
trayning the archer to his bow, and the scholdrigdook, hath shewed himself a cunning archer, and
a skilful maister.”

A perusal of those laws which, until within thetlago centuries, make the use of the bow
compulsatory on all male childréf will show there is nothing "strange or singuler'the shooting
matches which once prevailed at all our public stfiand which were retained by a small number
until within a comparatively recent period. At mamag Eton, the college school of Warwick, &c., the
custom may be recognised in the appellationstsiithe by a portion of their respective playgrounds:
in the former styled "shooting fields," in the &tt'butts."

As the institution where this ancient regulatiorsM@ngest respected, and even within memory of the
present youthful generation, | shall introduce scd@tion of juvenile archery as practiced at
HARROW SCHOOL.

"You shall allow your child at all times bow, shafbowstrings, and bracer, to exercise shootisg," i
the founder's third rule addressed to parents wisbed their sons to enjoy the advantages of
education there.

8 Many of the old black letter volumes, compiled floe instruction of country justices, have allusitm the
manner in which the laws respecting archery wetgetenforced. One of the least known of these*cthrthat
butts are to be made in every village and hamlih svpenalty of twenty shillings, recoverable gvéiree
months whilst the same should be neglected. Thestnatg is further required to make inquisition@saw
many pos- sessed bows and arrows, and to fine éeeigeholder one noble per head for each male found
unprovided. The "man child, from seven years oftaggeventeen,” to have a bow and two shafts; aod man,
from seventeen to three score, a bow and foursHafeases where the farm servants ne- glectequip
themselves, their master was compelled to purclvaaé was necessary, and deduct the cost fromyhaity
wages.

"Eastington Manor, Gloucestershire, A. D. 1605. Tthg present, that no one had exercised the arcbkay
with bows and arrows."--MS. copy of Court Rolls.

The legislature, which thus enforced the practicarohery by various statutes, and visited its regléth fine
and imprisonment, would have been guilty of graatstice had it not devised some protection fronmapmly,
and enabled the poor shooters to purchase thearafpis at a price proportioned to scanty meana. the
when the wages of farm servants amounted to no tharea groat per day, it was preposterous to éxpem
to hand forth their rose noble (6s. 8d ) for thechase of a foreign yew bow, half that sum for ohenferior
description, or even two shillings for a bow of aoon English yew Laws were therefore enacted compellin
the bowyers to manufacture for every yew bow fdusther reasonable woods, to be sold at a veryréde:

To prevent the monopoly of foreign bow-staves, numsregulations were also passed, one of whichel he
present to the reader, because it has escapedttbe of previous writers. It is found in a volumiestatutes,
without date, in the library of Earl Spencer.--'hitefor as much as the great and ancient defenttesofealm
hath stood by the archers and shooters, whichvisfalten to decay from the dearth and excessiveepof long
bows, it is therefore ordained, that if any persopersons sell any long bow over the price ofdtsiillings and
four pence, then the seller or sellers of such twferfeit, for every bow so sold, the sum of xlihgs to' the
king."

In the time of Edward Il., a good bow cost about Baus, it is stated in a MS. of the Berkeley Cleafs, that "a
sturgeon taken within the Lordship was to be cdrip to the castle of Berkeley; howbeit, the lordcGstom
gives the taker, upon delivery of the sturgeonf &ahark in money, and a long bow and two arrow#aif a
noble in lieu thereof."

* A treatise concerning the office of a sheriff DA.1641.
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John Lyons flourished as a wealthy Middlesex yeomahe reign of Queen Elizabeth. His rank in
life is at once decisive of his being a bowman;dhecendant of one of the heroes alluded to by our
delightful poet Drayton, when he describes a wartikstic elder exhorting his boy to acquit himself
manfull'tmanfully beneath Henry's banner on theénglaf hostile France.

The man in years preached to his youthful son,
Pressed to this war, as they sat by the fire,
What deeds in France were by his father done,
In this attempt to work him to aspire;

And told him there how he an ensign won,
Which many a year hung in the village choir.

In addition to the above regulation, Lyons has ptrated his love for archery by the representaifon
an arrow which appears sculptured on many patiseobld school-house, and is, or used to be,
stamped on the covers of all books, &c. providedHheyfoundation®*

Many ancient allusions to

The arrow with a golden head,
And shatft of silver white,

as the meed of successful archery, will be sedutime portions of this work. That annually provide
for the Harrow boys was in like manner the fourglgift, and appears to have been a rather costly
affair. The twelve competitors assembled at thésbattired in dresses of white, green, and sonsstim
even scarlet satin, ornamented with spangles iowsfanciful devices: they were also equipped with
braces, gloves, and belts, beneath which

Their shafts were buckled fast.

The juvenile who planted an arrow within any of tieles was each time saluted with a concert of
French hunting-horns; and he who shot twelve times nearest to the centre came off victor, and
claimed and carried home the silver arrow, follodsgdhe music, and a procession of his school-
fellows. A ball in the spacious school-room, whigas attended by all the families in and near
Harrow, concluded this happy day; when, in selectiartners for the dance, where beauty sat, the
victorious archer

Claimed kindred there, and bad his claim allowed

We can trace back the winners' names, and ottmmostances connected with the Harrow bow-
meetings, 'for upwards of a century. | believefittst on record is the following,which occurs ireth
"Country Journal," or "Craftsman," for August 517,27:--

"On Thursday a silver arrow, valué.3was shot for at Harrow by six youths of the fseool, a
custom annually performed on the first Thursdagilgust; being the gift for that purpose by Mr.
Lyons, an inhabitant of Harrow, and founder of fitee-school there. Mr. Chandler, a captain in the
tame army(militia?), marched thither from London, with atbdkirty or forty of his company, and
performed a fine exercise in honour of the dayl@asdon, who is one of the scholars.”

Mr. Lyons fixed the 4th of August annually as trexipd on which the prize should be contested: and
the archers were limited to six. Subsequently ndgrged the number to twelve, and selected the fir
Thursday in July, as more convenient than the maigiay. The following paragraph refers to the
ancient arrangement:--

"The silver arrow was shot for at Harrow on the IHin the 4th of August, by the twelve following
gentlemen:-- Messrs. Thomas Swale, Owen BrigstadleiRTomlinson' His Grace the Duke of
Gordon, the Right Honourable Lord W. Gordon, the Rigbnourable Lord Mountstewart, Messrs.

8 | extract the following paragraph from "The Sun" sgaper for Nov. 12. 1792, a period of great soaguitl
national distress:-- "The captain of Harrow schm@lsents his compliments to the editor of 'The Shas the
pleasure of informing him that a subscription isvrmmmenced among his companions, from the amdunt o
which he hopes to send him fifty flannel waistcaatthe course of a fortnight. The waistcoats wdlrbarked
with an arrow."
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Thomas Clerk, Wright, Henry Rooke, Darby, and DenB&eet®®

"August 4. 1758. The silver arrow was won at HartopwMaster Middletorf®

"August 4. 1760. By Master Earf&.

"July--1764. The silver arrow, annually shot for ttwe gentlemen of Harrow school, was won by
Master Mee.

"July 5. 1765% Won by Master Davies, from twelve competitorstt@occasion some Irequois
Indian warriors attended to witness a sport, in @hthey were themselves such admirable adepts.
When the game had been about half won, one ofititermated to the young gentlemen, through their
interpreter, that he thought he and his friendsldomin the prize, if they were allowed a chance of
doing so.

"July--1766.2° The silver arrow was shot for by the scholars afidw school, according to annual
custom, and won by Master Alex."

After July 1771, from motives for which | am unalbeaccount, the children were allowed to enjoy no
more of these delightful anniversaries during #graainder of that century. The accustomed prize was
indeed provided against the ensuing year, butgoeéver shot for, is now in the possession of the
Rev. Henry Drury, of Harrow. The summer of 1816 shevpractice again revived, as appears from
the following paragrapff:--"On Thursday, according to annual custom, thessiarrow was shot for

at butts, at Harrow on the Hill, by twelve of theung gentlemen educated at that school. It was with
difficulty won by Master Jenkins, who contested pinize for nearly three hours, owing to the eqyalit
of three of the young gentlemen, who gained niroh gin being the winning number."

From that day the arrow ceased to be given, aruitvixpired the ancient practice of archery at
public schools. Most persons familiar with the eoms of London remember the pleasant butt-fields
which formed the theatre of this romantic spectatley stand at the entrance of the village, on the
left-hand side of the road leading from the mettispbut retain nothing of their original appearanc
the name alone remains. Those ancient eartherndspagainst which the targets rested' have been
dug down; the beautiful isolated eminence, crowmgh lofty trees, which once rose behind them,
and down whose sides ranges of grassy seats giopédally to meet the turf below, was first
stripped of its wood, and then (proh pudor!) consdjto tile tender mercies of that ancient fratgrni
the brickmakers. Altogether, the scene is one sfuliting devastation, universally regretted, except
by those who sanctioned it. In the true spirit afd@rn utilitarianism, one link more has been wiste
from tire chain which connects the present ancptst. By fostering a love for the robust amusements
in which our martial ancestors delighted, we helgeep alive that spirit of fortitude and patriatis
which they bequeathed to us as a heirloom. The{stiwoting contests at Harrow appear an
unexceptionable mode of promoting health and ch#erfs among schoolboys, and of reconciling
them to the performance of many a dry impositiorifgyanticipated pleasures of another "first
Thursday in July.” | consider, however, the "embsjatesmen and unfledged poets” there, exhibited
unpardonable apathy whilst this inroad upon thedient privileges was in agitation. A spirited
remonstrance, arranged, for obvious reasons, théefiashion of what our sailors term a round robin,
might have arrested the spoiler's hand. Failingeth®e opine the malcontents would have been
justified, foro conscienticadan pushing the matterlaetlefurther,--usque ad ford pessulis
exclusionem, --even to a barring out, conformablbliss Maria Edgeworth's most approved recipe.
As it is, one generation more, and tile "matchtfe silver arrow," after surviving upwards of two
centuries and a half, will become a matter of mereertain tradition.

% London Chronicle.
8 |bid.

8 London Chronicle.
% Gent.'s Mag.

8 Universal Museum.

0 Morning Herald.
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EQUIPMENT OF YOUNG ARCHERS

Scholar What handling is proper to the instruments?

Toxophilus Standing, nocking, drawing, holding, and looswhgereby cometh fair shooting, which
belongeth neither to wind nor weather; for in arraaind at no mark, man may shoot a fair shot,
Scholar What handling belongeth to a mark?

Toxophilus To mark his standing, to shoot compass, to dnasv more alike, to loose ever more alike,
to consider the posture of the mark in hills anéedain straight and winding places. -- Ascham.

AND now, boys, having shown that our ancestorsvefyrank and profession practiced archery,
regarding it as an important branch of manly edanat will next teach you to become their rivats i
dexterity. Provide a good bow, of any wobgou most fancy, alla of a weight proportioned ¢ty
age and strength. Now the mode by which bowyemsragte the relative powers of bows is this;
having braced them, they either use a steelyangsbthe handle upon some ledge., and suspend
weights from the exact centre of the string, uhiid bend is sufficient to allow of an arrow stamgdin
between wood and string. They mark each just abiev@andle, according to the number of pounds
necessary to accomplish this, and call it a fixty, or one hundred pound bow. The custom is of
comparatively recent introduction among us, beiogdwed from the Chinese, who manufacture
bows of four different powers. The weakest dranesgy pounds; the others being of eighty, ninety,
and one hundred. Beyond the latter weight theysegl for show merely, or by persons of extra-
ordinary muscular power Tchien Lung, emperoro Oih@&fat the time of Lord Macartney's embassy,
had the reputation of being an expert bowman, afettior only in drawing this weapon to his
grandfather Caung Shee, who boasts, in his laktthalt he drew one of 150 pounds. The price paid
by the emperor for an ordinary bow is a tast,3l. of our money.

But to return. Get, also, half a dozen shafts efggtoper length; some spare strings belt, bratlar, a
shooting gloves. Examine diligently the manlieminich the string is attached to the upper and lower
horns, that you may be able to put one on youvgledfn occasion requires. Remember that it is fixed
to the lower and shortest horn by a peculiar kmotioning noose, which seamen call a "timber hitch,
because used in landing large beams of wood; antighter it is drawn the more secure it becomes.

A few minutes' inspection of your first bow willgeh all this; so it is unnecessary to attempt an
explanation here. | will just mention that, afterrhing tire eye through which the string plays, you
must make three turns at least, to secure it figpiag. Ascham says the same, and gives an
important reason why you should attend to his caufThe opposite end of the bowstring, being
already formed into a loop by the manufactureryites no preparation.

| would have my young archer as much distinguidbethe trim neatness of his equipments as for
dexterous shooting. Attention to this "fithesshihgs" conveys a pleasing impression to the
spectator's mind; on the other hand nothing mapattages an archer than its neglect. Instead, then,
of coming to the target ground, as | have seen méggpur seniors do, with unpolished bow, and the
string's lower end untwisted, ragged, and streartlikg meteor in the troubled air," the centre
unwhipped, frayed by friction of the bracer, andtipg the bow in jeopardy at every sigtdo you

take the trouble to entwine the upper and loweiseamith fine kid leather, either white, red, oregre
After making the two or three turns recommendedrabout off all that remains except about a couple
of inches, which may be secured by a whipping whson silk: the centre also will require your
attention. Brace the bow, in order to ascertain haveh of the string meets the sleeve, after amarro
has been shot. Closely wrap this with crimson silightly rubbed with shoemaker's wax. The space
of two hands' breadth will be sufficient, and aboné quarter of an inch of the exact middle of this
whipping must be again overlayed with silk of éntigolour, to mark tile nocking point. Lastly, seeu
the string from being drawn downwards when tire i@¥aken from its ease, or when unstrung, by
looping it to the upper horn by a piece of gredamd, secured with a handsome bowknot. About once

%1 See "Yew-trees and Yew-bows" in another part isfwork.

%2 Bows are broken through the string giving way ntban by any other accident, except over-drawing.
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in a fortnight pass some white wax twice or thiftrcan end to end. It serves to keep the fibres down,
and was an ancient practice.

And, as before, they stretched their well-waxeagsi
At the French horse that cometh with the wihd.

Good taste is as perceptible in trifles as in maibé greater moment, and such will ever be the
arrangement of the bow in the hands of those gifti¢idl it. The proper distance between wood and
string in a braced bow, being determined by theadie from an arrow's nock to the top of its
feathers, is called a shaftment, an ancient aramegsure of six inches The rude peasants ascettaine
this by the ready characteristic expedient of ngstheir clenched hand, with the thumb erect, msid
the bow handle. If the thumb nail reached the gtrim nearly so, all was right; otherwise they raite

it accordingly. In bracing very long bows an aduti@l inch may be allowed. Having thus put his
tackle in the best possible order for use, | walnproceed to instruct my little archer how to

STRING HIS BOW

Grasp the handle firmly with your left hand, thelkaf tile bow being, of course, outwards. Plaae th
bottom horn against the hollow of the left footed a little inwards to secure it from slippindnen
press the thumb and forefinger closely againssities of the bow, beneath the upper noose, and,
while you pull smartly at the handle, force thengtrupwards towards its proper place ; the opematio
is perfectly easy, and will become familiar enowgten practised half a dozen times. Do not remove
your fingers until, by turning the [loose repeayeid the right and left, you ascertain that itésgre
within the horn, and also that it lies exactly ve itentre of the bow. Inattention to the formetheise
hints might cause you to receive an uncomfortalale im the face from its recoil: and, if the striisg
allowed to remain awry, it will probably east, oany, and consequently spoil the bow. Look to this
occasionally whilst shooting; particularly if youdze and unbrace the bow, at those times a very
judicious custom. In England such has been the araofrstringing a bow for the last century and a
hall: It is one of the archer 's most graceful poss, but applicable only to bows of a certairisgth.
Anciently they found it difficult so to brace thaltsturdy weapons brought into the battle fieldnte,
laying the end of the bow upon the ground, allsgireg the knee or foot upon its belly, forced the
other end upwards with the left hand, while thégpsd the string into its place with the right. In
Ingham church there is a very remarkable paintingvo foresters hunting in a wood, habited in

The coat and hove of green,

exactly as Chaucer describes his woodsman, iCttgerbury Tales. One of them carries his ready
strung bow in an easy, graceful position; the othén the act of bracing his. This he does by imgd
it perpendicularly, with the inner side turned togvhis body, and, whilst pressing his knee agdtrest
centre, he forces the string into the upper nocthbyexertion of both hands.

The manner in which the Orientals bend their bdtws,igh altogether different from our own, is
equally picturesqué?

There are certain wild tribes in Hindostan who nggnthis business after a fashion very differentfro
any of the foregoing. With them, as with many otb&vages, the feet per. form the duties of a second
pair of hands, for they sometimes even direct th@eaabetween their toes.

When one of these Indians wishes to string his @lies upon his back on the ground, and grasps
the extremities with either hand. Then pressingniddle against the soles of his feet, elevatea int
the air for that purpose, he bends the bow, whitstmpanion fixes on the string.

There is something very characteristic of savagelence in this, unless indeed the bow proves too
powerful to be managed otherwise. Then, indeednteivewe might adopt the hint with advantage.
The modern English archer, who finds a bow diffitalbrace, employs another person to draw down
the upper horn with his forefinger, while he exéitaself to force the string upwards in the usual

% Battle of Agincourt, 1415.

% See "Female Archery."
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manner. But this should be performed discreetly; daless your assistant keeps his finger low upon
the nock, chance to split and tear away the hoiith Wis caution | conclude the archer's firstldril

The preceding lessons may be practiced as effécinahe drawing-room as elsewhere. Let us now
adjourn to the

Smoothly shaven lawn,

where, gay and glistening, our targets repose llerlea giant limbs of tall ancestral trees. Shauled
this verdant skreen, both the archer and his mailkescape the fierce glare of a noontide sun. The
dazzling splendour of a summer's day? is very unfeable to shooting” Our old English bowmen
took special care to secure themselves, if' passilim this diadvantage. At the battle of Cressyy
soon after the signal to engage was given, a pah@ver fell on that portion of the plain where th
French army was drawn up. At the same instantddesugleam of sunshine burst forth behind the
English, and its beams, besides dazzling the ey#secenemy, flashed upon their polished shields
and corslets with a lustre so brilliant that owters discharged their first flight of arrows witiore
than usual certainty of aim. Wind and weather lilsanexercise a certain influence to aid or mar a
well directed shot. Let not the reader, howevare gmplicit credence on this point to Ascham, who
pushes 0A remarks even to the verge of folly. Aallear, balmy evening, with little or no air
stirring, in those months, too, when every zeplymes loaded with the perfume of the hay-field, is
ever most propitious to the archer's sport. Butxact description of such an one has ever been the
poet 's darling theme see, therefore, how a mhatat cloth set it forth:---

Clear had the day been from the dawn,
All checkered was the sky;

Thin clouds like scraps of cobweb lawn,
Veil'd heaven's most glorious eye.

The wind had no more strength than this,
As leisurely it blew,

To make one leaf the next to kiss

That closely by it grew.

For shooting in boisterous weather a comparatitieBvy arrow does best. Ascham says so;
Shakspeare likewise, whose illustration, for obsioeasons, we will adopt. When the king is devising
the ruin of Hamlet's popularity with the multitudes grows mistrustful of his weak and shallow
calumnies, fearing they might recoil upon hims€&le manner in which he puts this, is as true of
archery as of morals.

--So that my shafts,

Too lightly timbered for so loud a wind,
Should have reverted to my bow again,
And not where | had aimed them.

Every person accustomed to this exercise has pkpbaiarked his own superior shooting between
sunset and twilight, in comparison with any pregigortion of the day. The atmosphere seems to
have then acquired additional clearness: by aragtiusion the surface of the target appears
enlarged, and its colours more vivid and distinct.

String up your bow! turn the left foot a little neinwards;--steady--so. Now, draw stoutly at the
handle, pressing the ball of your thumb close uperback. All's well. Just glance along tile string
that there be no twist at either horn, and thenyawahe target, where you shall learn how an arche

% See "Welsh Archery".
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TAKES HIS FOOTING;--

the firststepin Ascham's celebrated "five points." The bowmaho turns his front towards the object
aimed at, as when discharging a fowling-piece, asBuredly never touch it, except by mere accident.
The side only is to be presented to the targeh wihiich your eyes will be brought exactly parallel,
remember to keep both wide open,-- by turning #oe fover the left shoulder, until your chin rests
just above it. Don't stand bolt upright; but in€elithe head and neck slightly forward; a positioticivh
not only brings your bow and shaft-hand in a lirghweach other, but affords a more distinct view of
the gold; for in the target ground and only thesmem as much influenced by the "auri sacra fames
"as though you were among the most ardent and eéwdtMammon's wretched slaves.

| have here described the mode of standing faniiaur old British bowmen. All representations of
archers, which occur in illuminated manuscriptshef 13th, 14th, and 15th centuries,--and | have
examined some scores of them,--identify the anaigthtthe modern practice. The pen and ink
drawings of John de Rous a bowman as well as cqaeary biographer of that Earl of Warwick
who, during the wars of the red and white Roses, tha setter up and destroyer of many kings, will
furnish amusement and information to the curioune Mmecessary slight inclination of the head anti
neck--"this laying of the body in the bow," the wiag with two and with three fingers--are there
correctly delineated. They may be found among ti&SMn tile British Museum.

When preparing to draw, the archer should plantdesupon the ground, so that the body's weight
may bear equally firmly upon both. His heels oughbe about six or eight inches apart, and angientl
the left foot was a little in advance of the righhe grace, confidence, and strength, which adeenye
position of this exercise, are very aptly descrilvethe following quaint lines by a poet of the
sixteenth century:--

How is it that our London hath laid downe

This worthy practice, which was once the crowne
Of all her pastime, when her Robin flood

Had wont each year, when May did clothe the wood
With lustie greene, to leade his younge men out
Whose brave demeanour, ofte when they did shoote,
Invited royall princes from their courts

Into the wilde woods to beholde their sports

| Who thought it then a manlie sight and trim,

To see a youth of clean compacted limb,

Who with a comely grace, in his left hand

Holding his bow, did take his steadfast stand
Setting his left foot somewhat forth before,

His arrow with his right hand nocking sure,

Not stooping, nor yet standing straight upright,
Then with his left hand little 'bove his sight,
Stretching his arm out, with an easy strength,

To draw an arrow of a yard in length.

OF NOCKING THE ARROW

The usage of centuries sanctions our adoptionigftirase instead of notching, with which it is
synonymous.

The following hints comprise a regular gradatiorpositions, all of which the archer performs
whenever he discharges an arrow. | therefore reamewith my pupils where | left them; viz.,
before the target, equipped with shooting-glovatbr, belt, &c., containing three arrows. Draw out
one of these by grasping it two or three inchlesve the feathergass its steel point beneath the
string, and over the upper edge of the bow hamdie, held in a horizontal position across the body,
towards which the string is turned. Confine th@arhead there with the forefinger of the bow-hand,
whilst shifting your shaft-hand down to the noclariT that round with the thumb and two first fingers
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until the cock feathe? is perpendicular, the other two being flat or flatavith the bowstring, upon
which you now place the arrow nock, exactly at gyait indicated by the whipping.

Every archer who aims to keep his shafts in goedgmvation will carefully avoid handling the
feathers, that delicate beautiful portion of amarbeing easily torn and ruffled, by which its fiig

and appearance will be equally damaged. One istsoa®thrown into a fever of impatience, on
witnessing the absurd heedlessness of bowmen, igtently snatch from the ground such arrows as
miss tile mark, or twist them out of the target$bg grasping at the feathers. | once observedua st
elderly gentleman busily engaged in brushing hisgatther the reverse way from that in which nature
had disposed them, until

Each particular plume did stand on end
Like quills upon the fretful porcupine.

This extraordinary procedure he justified, by obsey, he considered it materially improverd an
arrow's course through the "liquid yielding air."

Your hand ought not and need never come in comiiglcithe feathers. In taking an arrow from butt,
ground, or target, grasp it firmly as near the pagpossible, and by a gentle twist it may easly b
drawn forth.

Thus, then? do the skilful manoeuvre their tacBl&t accidents sometimes occur to the archer which
no care or forethought can avert; and for thes&&ieare shall aid me in suggesting an ingenious and
appropriate remedy, as well inserted here as els@wh is from the Merchant of Venice.

In my school days, when | had lost one shaft,

| shot his fellow off the self-same flightthe self-same way,
With more advised watch, to find the other forth;

And by adventuring both | oft round both.

During summertide, whilst the ground is baked l®yshnbeams to an almost stony hardness, arrows,
unless shot at a considerable elevation, do nadtpate, but glide along the turf, until all tradettoem
is lost amongst the herbage.

Archers call this accident by the expressive tesrmaking;" and a great annoyance it is to lose a
valuable arrow entirely, or, what is as bad, tal firwarped and unfeathered by remaining out a ehol
night among tile damp grass, because darknesshddned the previous evening's search ineffectual.
No person unacquainted with the details of arcloend understand the singular manner in which an
arrow threads itself among the short fine sward, r@mains undiscovered, in spite of a search chrrie
on unremittingly for hours, during which the owmarsses a score times to and fro over the spot where
it is thus "snaked."

On meeting with the object of your search, nevagdt rudely from the matted grass, but first draw
your knife on both sides from pile to nock. | wilst add, that all possibility of moisture bringiotf
the feathers of my own arrows is obviated by oihpapplied on either side the stem of each. Their
flight is by no means affected by the processwioich crimson is a very appropriate colour. Pogsibl
Indian-rubber varnish would answer still better.

"Nihil tetigit quod non ornavit,” seems equally #ipable to Shakspeare, when speaking of archery, as
of almost every other subject. The curious recipalfscovering a lost arrow, given in the passage t
which | have already directed the reader's attant®afterwart-is resumed in the following beaultif
strain:--

| urge this childish proof, because what followgise innocence.
| owe you much; and, like a wilful youth,

That which | owe is lost: but, if you please toaho

Another arrow that self-way which you did shootfits,

% Usually distinguished by being grey or black, wities others are white, and vice versa.

" Equally heavy or light
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| do not doubt, as | willvatch the aimor to find both,
Or bring your latter hazard back again.

| shall render this very ancient and familiar resewof archers more intelligible by a passage from
Creseentius's "De Re Rustica," or Treatise on Qguite, a curious Latin work of the fifteenth
century, but of which the King's library has a swliel MS. French translation, written on vellum, and
adorned with beautiful water-colour drawings.

"Qu'il veult firer aux coulons, ou aultres oiseasix arbres, il doit avoir matras ou bongons groke
teste devant, et quils soyent d'un mesme poixukngjl veult firer, il doit signer au precise lieu it
est. et noter le lieu ou le coulon est ou autrel@gsmblable, et lors traire; et s'il 'assomma,sbn
content. Et ainsi par ceste maniere il pourra teowon matras. Si il note ces deux lieux ou iltfatl
pert sa sagette, il la retrouvera bien par enginare d'un tel poix, a la place ou lui et lois¢brent.”

"He that purposes to disport himself with killingws, and other birds perched upon trees, must have
bolts all ofequal weightand when about to let fly an arrow, he shouldernbe exact place where he
stands at the time, and also the place of the aind;if he succeed in bringing her down, then hath

his desire, and shall get his arrow again. Soe ifrtiss, alla have duly marked his standing, and the
place where his game was when he shot, let himrdétack and loose another arrow towards that
spot, and there is no doubt but he shall recovir.bo

So in Decker's "Villanies discovered by Lanthom;"and yet | have seen a creditor in prison weep
when he beheld his debtor; and to lay out mondysbwn purse. To free him he shot a second arrow
to find the first." There is also an allusion tistpractice in Howel's "Familiar Letters®

OF HOLDING, DRAWING, AND LOOSING.

Your expert archer, gazing steadfastly at the n@ykjbines these three divisions of his manual
exercise into one deliberate, continuous actidrave, therefore, arranged them under the same head.

Although the bow is held across the body duringpttegaratory action of nocking, it must be ever
raised perpendicularly when you shoot. Elevate yoms slowly to the level of the mark, and, whilst
drawing the arrow steadily with your right, withetteft hand press your whole strength into the bow.
By so doing, the English yeoman was enabled topsiitloth-yard shaft up to the head; and to this
Bishop Latimer partly alludes, when he tells us 'faither taught him not to draw with mere strength
of arm, as other nations did, dotlay his body in his bow."

When about to loose, never look at your arrow'sifpdi is unnecessary: for constant exercise will s
accustom your hand to obey and act in conjunctiibhh your eye, that a wonderful precision of aim is
the result. Your whole attention must be directeiards the golden centre of the target, where both
eyes are to be intently fixed. Again, | remind ytbat drawing and loosing are to be performed
together. Grasp your bow with the firmness of atsimiice; draw steadily, until the steel pile oly
arrow rests upon the knuckle of the bow hand, whigethumb of the drawing hand grazes against the
upper part of the right ear. That instant of tiflmewhich the sight suddenly concentrates itselfrupo
the target's centre whilst every other object grdeurk and indistinct, is the critical moment of you
aim. Loose, then, without a second's pause, byhygeriaxing the fingers of your shooting glove, and
ere your arrow has made half its flight, you maiedaine that its direction-point will be where eyer
archer is ambitious to see it plac&t.

Modern English bowmen generally draw with thregéirs. The Flemings use the first and second
only--a method adopted by some of our bowmen dlsose strong bows in use during the reign of
military archery must have required the former namlet it is remarkable that in most of the
drawings before alluded to, tile Flemish custorrva'ﬂe.100 Ascham, however, orders the shooting
glove to be made with three fingers; and when HémeyFifth harangued his troops previous to the

%Vol.i. p. 183
% The practised eye will foretel an arrow's fate Ibegpre it arrives at the mark.

10 5ee De Rous's MS.
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battle of Agincourt, he endeavoured to exaspehatie ininds by dwelling on the cruelties in store fo
them. Addressing his archers, he said that thechrealdiers had sworn to amputate their three first
fingers, so that they should never more be ab#aypman or horsé®*

The Indians of Demerara use only the thumb andffoger for this purpose. Practice from early
youth will necessarily strengthen the muscles efttand; still, by their mode of drawing, none save
men of great bodily power can ever shoot with folle consequently get few bows from that part of
the globe beyond fifty or five-and-fifty pounds. ihchiefs sometimes have bows which draw eighty
or ninety; but these barbarians never select adiyigual for a leader ungifted with thews and sisew
One of our old English archers, who settled in Angrmakes an observation illustrative of their
feeble archery. "Forty yards," says he, "will tredypot level; one hundred and twenty is their best a

rovers.1?

To hold the bow perfectly steady whilst loosing #meow seems indispensable to accurate shooting. |
will therefore describe a somewhat feeble arcimode of fortifying the left arm, which proved very
successful. He procured a bow of some common HEnglesod--well seasoned elm or mountain ash
answers sufficiently well; six or eight pounds bést-lead were wrapped above and below the handle,
arid secured by strong whipping of waxed threadhWtiis ponderous instrument he exercised himself
in shooting at a level mark, with heavy arrows,tfee space of two hours every morning during three
months. The result was most satisfact@sede experto me Roberto.

Shooting straight and keeping a length are equmdliigspensable. The best, and indeed the only,
expedient for attaining perfection in the formerta shoot in the evening at lights. To this endifi
black circular or lozenge-shaped mark in the ceoitte&vo common paper lanterns, in each a lighted
candle, and place them sixty, eighty, or one huhgleeds apart. The above number of hours of
nightly practice, during a similar period, will aijpecompense the assiduity of any enthusiastic
archer, since a line drawn from target to targdtvait be more unerring than the flight of his awo
Your town resident may become equally expert byuahreasier process. The gas-lamp opposite his
sitting-room furnishes as good a mark as any: malomean he is to shoot at it-- merely to elevide h
arms in the attitude of drawing a bow will assuyeaioduce tile same effect.

"For keeping a length” no certain rules can be dimdn. This phrase, borrowed from Roger Ascham,
signifies the art of raising the bow hand alwaysrte certain pitch, at unvarying marks, so thatryou
arrow may neither fly over nor fall short of itsjett. Every kind of missile' whether stone' arraw,
bullet, describes a parabola or section of a cirtles flight through the air, if aimed at rematkjects.
Confining my observations to the weapon under disicun, | have merely to add, that as the degree of
elevation necessary for planting an arrow in a matrlany given distance, must wholly depend on the
power of the how, theory earl render the arch#te lassistance. Every man equips himself according
to his individual strength, so that incessant oleg@n and practice can alone determine this péiat.
has, however, one certain rule for aiming at vemaote objects. The arrow has reached its extreme
flight when it descends to the earth, after beiisglthrged at an angle of forty-five degrees; andea
degreesboveor belowthat number will diminish the extent of its ranges always elevate thus in
flight shooting.

I'll give my young friends a curious illustratiofithe fatal accuracy ill "keeping his length" to it a
youth arrived when vengeance prompted him to fesrahent. Fordbhuide, the young son of Conner,
all ancient Irish monarch instigated by some ttiinault which he had received from the Queen of
Connaught, set himself to study means of revengging heard that she came every morning,
without attendants, to bathe herself in one oféhoagnificent lakes scattered along Shannon's banks

191 All nations appear to have held the shaft hargbine respect. Thus' in the middle ages, a seveishpoent
awaited youth or man who designedly injured eitifehe three first fingers of his right hand. Daushey says,
that one tribe of cannibal Indians superstitiowddgtained from eating the thumb, even of prisotasn in war,
because of its use in their method of drawing th&;land when a certain horde of Tartars celebratéuheral
of their khan, each person of distinction pressmbots an arrow into the right hand of the royapse. Se®r.
Southey's Brazil. -- Lind. Gloss. art. Digitus.

192 Unpublished MS., Sloane Collection, No. 444.
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he concealed himself in a spot where he could stb®w being seen. He was there during several
successive days; and finding that the queen alsglgsted the same spot, a small, shallow, sandy bay
of clear water, as soon as she departed he tidth&hevith which he had come provided, to the krun
of a tree growing at a convenient spot on the oppsfde of the lake, which tree he carefully marke
with his sword, and then plunging in, swam acrosth¢ queen's bath. The exact distance from shore
to shore being thus ascertained, this young desmtoinrred to his father's hall, and deliberately
prepared to execute his murderous scheme. Wheachmarked off the exact length of the line on the
side of a green hill, he fixed up two stales, agttirsy an apple on one, and taking his statiohet t
other, passed several hours daily for some monthsriing pebbles at it with his sling, never vagyi

his standing one single yard. At length the inteaiig of Ulster and Connaught agreed to hold a
conference at llis Cloithroin, upon one side of tiver Shannon. The son of Conner, who came with
his father's deputies, and was the principal petisere, thought it a good opportunity for executing
his revenge upon the queen. She came, as usuaulinemorning, to divert herself in the pure cold
waters, and the prince, from his hiding place, glastone so expertly that he smote her full on the
forehead, when, sinking instantly to the bottonr, ey floated into the depths, and was seen no

more.1®

The youthful bowman, being thus initiated intotal preparatory mysteries of his art, may nest
proceed to exercise himself in shooting at theetsrgrhe first distance should not exceed ten yartds
which, after a month's diligent practice, he wil &ible to strike a tennis ball suspended fromiagstr
many successive times. Let him then remove it entwyards; and on acquiring a similar degree of
dexterity at that distance, his next step will e ¢xtreme point blanc range of his bow.

From shooting horizontally, proceed to acquirettabit of mechanically lifting your hand to the
degree of elevation required by your bow at varidissances. Your expertness in this, one of thet mos
difficult branches of tile archer's discipline, rhbg in proportion to the time devoted to it. Three
months of assiduity will, however, effect wondeasthe expiration of that little period of probatjo

you may confidently take your station among the getitors for gold medal, silver arrow, and bugle
horn.

In private societies, six or eight archers are Iseansidered the complement for a single pair of
butts or targets. The novice only, who has nevémesgsed an exhibition of this kind, need be infatme
that two marks are employed, the party standirfgoint of one whilst aiming at the other. When all
have shot, they walk in a body towards the oppasdek, and each individual draws out his
successful arrows, and gathers up those which &lyleted over or under the large’. When carefully
wiped, he replaces them in his belt; and the asslmesuming their station in front of the targesame
which they then are, aim at that they have judtteghi The number of arrows shot at each round is
called an end, and the shooting up and down a daari.

Rank, courtesy, or lot, decides the order in wiaidroup of archers stand at the commencement; after
that, merit alone gets precedence. Thus, if &hjtpart of the gold, | am coryphaeus of the bowmen,
provided no other arrow is nearer than mine texisct centre. The same rule applies to each oéthos
concentric rings of which the target is composé&cdn the contrary, my arrows fly over, or fall sho

of the target, or, even hitting it, are still inlaors of less value than those struck by my assexia

take a position in the rear of all.

And here | think | cannot do better than introdsoene rules for the guidance of young toxophilites i
the formation of large, or more select, societiEs;ause all such knotty points of precedence, &e. a
there accurately enlarged upon.

In the first place, then, they shall have thosthefKentish Bowmen, to whom his Majesty George the
Fourth was captain generaf: secondly, those of the United Society of WoodmgArden,

103 pgalters of Tara.

194 The Kentish Bowmen rendered themselves highly @y the alacrity with which, when the French
threatened to invade us, they abandoned theirigpqrirsuits, and fled to the arms of the day,rateoto battle
"pro aris et focis." Many spirited jeux d'espritemplimentary to the loyalty of its members, oftbeexes, were
circulated at the period, tent now lie hidden ia gortfolios of the curious, or have perished wlith fraternity
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Broughton Archers, and Lancashire Bowmen, becéweeregulations specially refer to the ladies,
and, thirdly, those of the Derby and Kiddlestoners, because distinguished by a laudable brevity.

SOCIETY OF KENTISH BOWMEN. MEETINGS.
That the Society of Kentish Bowmen be continuedartford Heath.

That the meetings commence annually tile first &kety1in May, and continue every Saturday during
the months of May, June, July, and August.

That twelve members form a meeting competent twstret all business, except the repeal of the rules.

Election.

That every candidate be proposed by a member;ugaah, his being seconded, such member shall
cause his name to be hung up in some public pahieafooms; that he shall be balloted for at tha ne
meeting, twelve members at least being presentivamdblack balls excluding.

That if any candidate is rejected, the member wiopg@sed him shall be at liberty to have the harlot
tried once again, and no more.

That no candidate who has been rejected be agaoged that year.
That the ballot be brought forward immediately aét@ner, and at no other time.

Subscription.

That every member, upon his election, shall paygtgneas; which sum shall include his entrance
money and first annual subscription.

That every member shall pay annuallyl1s. 6d., out of which, he shall be allowed part of the
expenses of his ordinary at every meeting; anchb# gay one guinea annually for his four target
dinners.

That every subscriber for one year be considerexties for each subsequent one; and be liable to be
called upon for such year's subscription, unlesg@of his intention to withdraw his name be gent

and the occasion. In one of them, the "ThundecdrgJlympus suggests to its assembled deities thelipe
favours each should bestow upon England's patheotiemen. The ladies are unanimously consigned to the
tutorage of the little archer god:--

"His bow shall he bend, and a lesson impart,
Expertly to shoot at their target, the heart."

The poet then alludes to the British nation in geher

"Then bestow'd each celestial some habits of worth,
And mercy descended triumphant to earth.

New Henries and Edwards did swarm on the plain,
And Cressys and Agincourts conquered again;

And many a fair, darting love from her eyes,

As Captain of NUMBERS!* soon bore off the prize
Favour'd thus by the gods, by the king, by the fair,
May ye Britons have peace.

Yet should trumpets speak war,

Of a nation insulted, beware--the bow's bent--

Then make from the shafts of the Bowmen of Kent."

Some of the prizes offered by the Royal Kentish B@w were truly magnificent. In August, 1802, they
assembled on Dartford Heath, to shoot for an eldgaian bow, quiver, and twelve arrows, valuedifat
guineas. Distance 100 yards. It was won by Georgdddck, Esq., who pierced the gold centre

* In its ordinary signification, captain of numbereans the archer who scores highest, accorditing tealue of
the target rings; but an equivoque is here intended
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the secretary or treasurer in writing, on or betbeefirst day of May each year, on which the
subscription shall become due.

That in ease any gentleman elected does not paghgription, the member who proposed him shall
be called upon for it.

That every member who does not pay his subscrigtimhall arrears to the Society by the first of
June, every year inclusive, shall forfeit the surome guinea.

Attendance.

That if any member shall neglect attending at soneemeeting each year, or sending an excuse for
such neglect, the admissibility of which shall ldedimined by the members present at the last target
day, on or before which day the excuse must be berghall be no longer considered a member of the
Society.

Uniform.
Ordered by his Royal Highness the Prince of Walas, 1789--

A grass green coat, buff linings, and buff waist@ra breeches; black collar to the coat, uncutetel
in winter, and tabby silk in summer, with yellowttons.

Resolved,--

That there be a forfeit of 2s. 6d. for not weartting uniform coat at all meetings of the Society ah
5s. for not appearing according to the above réisolsi upon target days, and such member not to be
permitted to shoot.

That the fines for not appearing in uniform be rttaoi to those members who appear in family
mourning.

That an R.K.B. button, with a gold loop to a blaokind hat, and small black feather, be part of the
shooting uniform; and no member to shoot withoutifitder the penalty of 2s. 6d.

That all captains, captains of numbers, and liean&s) shall wear a gold or silver arrow embroidered
in their collar.

That all clergymen belonging to the Society do waeaniform button opapier maché

Limitation.
That the number of ex-county members be limitethitdy six.

That any member or candidate possessing any aftierwritten qualifications be considered as a
county member or candidate.

1st. A freehold of 101. per annum in the countiKent.

2nd. Any person resident and holding a lease of g@dannum in the county of Kent for no less time
than three years.

4th. Sons of leaseholders as above, resident éih fathers.
5th. Any person entitled to a freehold of 201. aenum in the county of Kent, either in reversion or
remainder.

Ordinary.
That the bill be called for at eight o'clock.

That every member appearing upon the ground? dittfere or after dinner, shall pay 10s. 6d.; and
that every member who dines shall pay the like goralear his expense till the bill is called; the
surplus, if ally, to go to the general fund; théicdeney, if any, to be paid out of the generaldun

That every member, upon his marriage, shall prabenBociety with three dozen of claret.
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That no stranger be admitted to the dinners oBihwety but such as, at the time of their appeaanc
are resident with the members who introduce them.

Officers and committees.
That there be appointed to the Society, every ykarfollowing officers:--

President, Antiguarian,

Four Standard

Vice-President,
Bearers,
Secretary, Chaplain.

Treasurer,

Shooting
That none but members be permitted to shoot.

That no greater number than six shoot rubbersaoreg at any of the butts; and that the same set do
not shoot two rubbers together, if any other wighbesccupy them.

That the large targets are never shot at a lesndis than one hundred, nor the small at a letandis
than sixty yards, under the penalty of 1s. eaclh sho

That any member who shoots games at the smalltsafigeits 2s. 6d. for each game.
That the order of shooting rubbers or games beméted by the oldest member concerned.

That any member shooting out of his turn shallreokon the arrow so shot, and the rest to shoot
according to the first order.

That the side which won the last end shall alwagsl|
That seven be the game, and two games in threelbber.

That if any member borrows any implement of archand does not return it safe, or pay the prime
cost, and if the member from whom it is borroweftises to accept the prime cost, they shall forfeit
5s. each to the Society.

Targets.

That there be four targets every year, to be shtité four respective months during the continuance
of the meetings.

First target in May, to be fixed by the Societyts first or second meeting, to be shot for atehre
different distances according to the rules of singadfior the Prince of Wales's prize; and the three
distances then determined upon shall be the dissaaicwhich his Royal Highness's prize shall bé sho
for.

Second, his Royal Highness the Prince of Wale&e po be shot for in June, with his approbation.
Third, anniversary target, July 15.
Fourth, institution target, August 28.

[N. B. There are in the Society three pair of medaf three of the above named targets, and the
Prince's prize for the fourth.]

That the officers of the last target deliver thedais to those who hit the gold and red circleg,firs
who shall again deliver them to better shots ag #ie won; by which means, the two shots nearest
the centre in the course of the day are the captainieutenant of the target.

That the members who win the medals be obligeddduyre or send them to the first meeting upon
the Heath in the following year, or forfeit 5s.
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That no one member shall receive the captain'diannant's medals at one target.
That the members in possession of the medals apggbathem at all the meetings, or forfeit 1s.

That the members in possession of the medals fanfiei guinea if they do not produce or send them
to the respective targets.

That the two last targets, namely, the anniveraadyinstitution targets, be shot at the distancanef
hundred yards.

That after the targets are pitched, and the shpatmmenced, any two members may continue it.
That any member, having once loosed an arrow, lexdogpon for his target money.

That the subscription, or target money, may bergath first beginning with 2s. 6d., and when the
first subscription is shot out, any member may di#lw his name, being only answerable for such
subscription.

That a separate committee be appointed to condecy ¢éarget on target days, consisting of seven
members at least.

Order of shooting
To be observed at all Targets belonging to theedpaf Royal Kentish Bowmen.

Captain of the respective Target,
Lieutenant of the respective Target,
Captain of Numbers,

Lieutenant of Numbers,

President,

Vice-president,

Winners of the Prince of Wales's prizes,
Secretary, Treasurer,

Antiquarian,

Chaplain,

Four Standard Bearers,

Captain and Lieutenants possessing medals,
Captains and Lieutenants in the Society,
Honorary Captains,

Rest by lot.

That when the captain and lieutenant either ofdbetarget, or for the time being, part with their
respective medals to a better shot, those whoweteem shall take the lead, and those who palit wit
them retain their original places.

Winter meetings.
That there be two winter meetings between thetdaget in August, and the first summer meeting
following.

That the committee for the time being, or the migjaf them, shall have the power of appointing the
times and places for such meetings.

That no business be done at such meetings, exeeptoposition of candidates, to be balloted for at
the first meeting upon the Heath in the ensuing@ea

Standard bearers.

The Society of Royal Kentish Bowmen having beers@néed with two standards,--one by the Hon.
H. Fitzroy, the other by George Grote, Esq.,--haeeprding to Mr. Fitzroy's motion, appointed four
standard-bearers, to be elected according to tes.ru
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And, in common with other corporate bodies, deentivegcolours most sacred and honourable, and
feeling the necessity of securing them, have thopgper to prescribe the following regulations, to
be adopted by the standard-bearers:--

That it be the duty of the standard bearers todyaad keep safe from damage the standards of the
Society.

That the standards be carried to and from the grouth the members attending in full uniform, on
every target day, and at the first meeting in gaer.

That the hour for beginning to shoot targets béixed at twelve o'clock’ it be required that two
standard-bearers attend every target day, on wh&bktandards are to be borne, properly accoudted,
a quarter before twelve o'clock.

That the standard-bearers appear in full uniforith @ cross belt of black leather and swivel affixe
for the more convenient carrying the standards,aanepaulet of gold according to the pattern first
produced.

UNITED SOCIETY OF WOODMEN OF ARDEN, BROUGHTON ARCHRES, AND
LANCASHIRE BOWMEN.

I.  Agreed and resolved, that all subscribers to tlésting of the United Archers shall pay the
ordinary of two shillings per day, from Monday tbéh July, 1792, to Friday in the same week,
inclusive.

II.  That all those who have already subscribed torttgisting, if they object to the above rule, are at
liberty to withdraw their subscription.

lll.  That no money be received upon any presence foisadm into the ground during the archers'
meeting, and any constable or other person employdde Society who breaks this rule be
immediately discharged.

IV. That no person be admitted but at the front gate.

V. That no person be admitted to the outer boothratedj but those producing tickets signed by the
mayor or secretary.

VI. That only ten tickets’® be issued for each day; and that no member beedlonore than two
tickets the same day.

VIl. That no person be admitted into the ladies' bamtbept those who are invited by the ladies.

VIII. That the secretaries of the respective societibghaconstitute this meeting, be requested to
send to the mayor or secretary of United Bowmemtimaber of persons subscribing to the
Society one month before it begins.

IX. That two butts at the distance of eight roods bderar the ladies.
At the meeting in July, 1792, a silver bow was dbott the distance of one hundred yards, by
the gentlemen of the United Society of Bowmen.

DERBY AND REDDLESTON ARCHERS.
Rules agreed to by the Derby and Reddleston Arckstablished A.D. 1796

195 This, of course, applies to visiters.
1% From MS.

~-52



I.  To meet one day in each month during the season.
II.  Dinner to be on the table by four o'clock.

[ll.  The bill to be called for and settled at seven.

IV. The ordinary not to exceed two shillings and sixqgen
V. The absent members to pay for their ordinary.

VI.  The number of members to be limited.

VII. Candidates to be balloted for the day they areqweg, but no ballot to take place except at the
monthly meeting.

VIII. No ballot to take place except seven members asept; and three black balls to exclude.
IX. That no person who has been black-balled, shglttygosed again the same season.

X.  That no person be admitted, nor any meeting suffereise the butts, unless introduced by a
member; and it is to be hoped no member will inicedany person except his own visiters or
officers quartered at Derby.

XI.  The monthly meeting to be advertised in the Derdyygps, under the direction of the secretary.
XIl. No alteration to be made in the rules of the Sgaetept seven members be present.

XIll. That the annual subscription of each member faragieéfg extra expenses be one guinea.

XIV. That no honorary members shall be admitted intdib@dleston and Derby Archers.

N.B. Their uniform is a green coat, and black collathve button inscribed D. A. for Derby Archers.
They had their anniversary on August 26th. The ésgiprize was a silver arrow, retained by
each winner during one year. Inferior prizes--b@nd arrows, which become the property of
those who gain them?’

| do not conceive any thing advantageous to thegaurcher can be added to the foregoing plain and
simple instructions. His first essays, necessanlystrained and awkward, may excite the mirth of
such of his companions as are conscious of supgkilbrLet him not regard their laughter; be "nil
desperandum” his motto, and a few weeks' assidilitentitle him to laugh at others. We have all
passed through a similar ordeal. The queerest néusr displayed one tithe of the ludicrous antics
and gaucherie, which Ascham charges upon that Yexdhandree," who frequented the shooting
grounds during some of England's palmiest daysabfesty; and as the Toxophilus is not in the hands
of every one, | will extract a portion of it for@lreader's consolation. Hear him when he deschilses
awkward squad of bowmen.

"All the discommaodities which ill custom hath gredfin archers can neyther be quycklye poulled out,
nor yet sone reckoned of me, they be so many. Stimeteth his head forward, as though he woulde
byte the mark another stareth with his eyes, asghdhey shulde fly out: an other wynketh with one
eye, and loketh with the other: some make a fatle wuiything theyr mouth, as though they were
doing you wotte what: another bleareth out his ten@nother byteth his lippes; another holdeth his
neck awrye.

197 Anniversary of 1793.

Silver arrow.--Rev. Edmund Wilmot.
Of 1734.

Silver arrow.--C. Hope, Esq.

Bow and arrow.--Rev. J. Clarke.
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"In drawing, some fetch such a compasse, as ththeghwoulde turne rounde and bless all the feelde:
other heave their honde now up, now downe, thada cannot discerne whereat they would shote:
another waggeth the upper end of his bow one vi@néthyr ende an other waye: another will stand
poynting his shafte at the mark a good whyle, andrid by he wil give him a whip, and awaye or a
man wite'®® an other makes such a wrestling with his ger¢hasgh he were able to shoote no more
as long as he lyved: an other draweth softly tantlgddes, and by and by it is gon, you cannot tell
how: an other draweth his shaft low at the bremsthough he would shoote at a rovyng mark, and by
and by he lyfteth his arm up pricke heyght: anothaketh a wrynchinge with his back, as though a
man pynched him behynde: another cowereth dowragrdh out his buttockes, as though he would
shoot at crowe¥® another setteth forward his left leg, and dravietbke with heade and shoulders,
as though he poured at a rope, or els were affalteanark: an other draweth his shafte well, untyl
within two fingers of the head, and then he stagelittle, to looke at hys marke, and that done,
pouleth it up to the head, and lowseth; which wajthough summe excellent shooters do use, yet
surely it is a faulte, and good mennes faulteshatdo be followed: summe drawe too farre, summe
too shorte,, summe too slowlye, summe too quicldayame horde over longe, summe lette go over
sone, summe set their shafte on the grounde, acttefim upwarde: another poynteth up towarde the
skye, and so bryngethe him downwardes.

"Ones | saw a man that used a bracer on his cbeelks he had scratched all the skynne of the one
syde of his face with his drawinge hande; anotlsam, whyche, at every shoote, after the loose,
lyfted up his righte leg so farre, that he was aengeopardy of fallynge; summe stampe forwardel an
summe leape backwarde. All these faultes be eyitttbe drawinge, or at the loose; with many other
mo, whych you may easylye perceyve, and so go dabauoyd them.

"Nowe afterwarde, when the shafte is gone, men hzamy faultes, whych evyl custom hath brought
them to, and speciallie in cryinge after the shaftel speakinge woordes scarce honest for such an
honest pastime. Such woordes be verye token df siymde, and manifest signs of a man that is
subject to unmeasurable affections. Good mennasdeaabhor them, and an honest man wil avoyde
them.

"And besydes those whiche muste nedes have theguéowalking, other menne use other faultes; as
some will take their bowe and wrythe and wrynch&oifpoul in his shafte, when it flyeth wyde, as yf
he drawe a carte. Summe wyll gyve two or threedstsyforwarde, dancing and hoppynge after his
shafte, as longe as it flyeth, as though he wena@man. Summe, which feare to be farre gone, runne
backwarde, as it were to poull his shafte backeathar runneth forwarde when he feareth to be
shorte, heaveynge after his armes, as though hielevbelpe his shafte to fly. Another wrythes or
runneth aside, to poule in his shafte strayghte Idteth up his heele, and soe holdeth his foutk, s

as long as his shafte flyeth. Another casteth lmgeaackwarde after the lowse: another swynges his
bow about him, as it were a man with a staffe, &kenroome in a game place; and many other faultes
there be, which come not to my remembrance.

108 Before you are aware of him.

199 That fellow bandies his bow like a crow-keepeaysLearj. e. cowereth down, that the birds may not see
him. Perhaps Shakspeare had read the Toxophildspehis own perfect acquaintance with the bovgssigd
the comparison. The allusion, however, was notrexoonmon one with poets of that day.

Cupid | hate thee, which lfdave thee know;

A naked starv'ling ever may'st thou be.

Poor rogue, go pawn thy fascia and thy bow
For some few rags wherewith to cover thee
Or, if thou 'It not thy archery forbear,

To some base rustic do thyself prefer,

And when corn's sown and grown into the ear,
Practise thy quiver, and turn crokeeper.

John Heywood.
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"Nowe ymagen an archer that is clean wythout a&éé¢hfaultes, and | am sure every man would be
delyghted to see him shoote."

BELT, BRACER, AND SHOOTING GLOVE.

A sheaf of peacock’s arrows bright and keen
Under his belt he bare full thriftilie.

Chaucer'sSquire's Yeoman.

And on his arm be wore a gai bracer.
Ibid.

A white dove sat on the castle wall,
I bend my bow, and shoot her 1 shalL
She 's safe in my glove, feathers and all.

Ritson'sOld Ballads.

THE belt worn by our English archers was oftenaththeir girdle. Those who preferred the baldric
suspended their arrows by a sort of running nomrsa,small additional strap and buckle, which they
tightened as its contents were gradually expenid®@he latter contrivance is thus noticed by
Drayton:--

"Their baldrics, set with studs, athwart their ski®rs cast,
In which, under their arms, their sheets were bedkhst."

Modern bowyers, who supply this, as well as eveéhgoarticle of our equipment, might greatly
improve upon their present designs. Some alterafiwrinstance, is desirable in the arrow-pouch
attached to the belt; the belt buckle' also, shbelthrger, and of cut polished steel.

The bracer is a well known contrivance for protaegtihe archer s wrist from being bruised by his
bowstring. Its form and materials have variedditthough anciently a leathern gauntlet, fittingsel

to the arm, was worn by many archers, and witliradtal leaf of ivory, or mottled horn, sewn upon
the cuff, I know nothing which looks or answerstéetThe old bowmen sometimes had bracers
formed entirely of ivory, as is shown by a uniquel aery elegant specimen preserved among the
rarities at Goodrich Court. Where the bowstringkes, you have a smooth polished surface only; but
every other part is covered with rich carving acebB-work. The initials M. R., and the arms of a
society of bowmen, appear in the lower corner;uiger one is adorned with a medallion, containing
the head of a Roman soldier; altogether, it formalia very interesting to the lovers of archery.

There is, also, an ancient black leathern bracpogsession of the Honourable Miss Grimstone,
which exactly illustrates my motto from Chaucerdéembles a half sleeve; the part frayed by the
bowstring (the marks of which are still visible)ifg without ornament; but a rose, with many curious
devices beautifully embossed cover the other pastiand the word3SUS HEL PE are inscribed on
a gilt ground. This curious spe- cimen of an oldjlish archer's shooting gear was found at Boulton
Hall, Yorkshire, where it had been left by one @ity the Sixth's followers, when retreating frora th
fatal field of Hexham. Oriental bracers are destiin the treatise on female archery. The North
American Indian uses a piece of badger's or blakls skin fastened upon his arm by slips of beech
bark; and the Matryas, a nation of Brazil, are $sidDr. Southey** to twist plaited horse-hair round
the arm. A number of quil feathers from the macawaroquet's wing constitutes the bracer of
another South American tribe. These entirely eheitte wrist, their quills pointing towards the dan

110 5ee ancient illustrated MS. edition of Froissarthie British Museum. 3

11 History of Brazil.
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the plumed ends towards the elbow. A more effectlagant expedient could hardly be devised; and
of an Indian warrior, thus equipped, it may betrsaid,--

Upon his arm he wore a gai bracer.

But the ancient bowman not unfrequently dispensigld tivis part of his shooting gear. When a bow is
highly braced, it becomes unnecessary. Ascham skehave thought so:-- "In my judgment,” says
he, "it is best to give the bow so much bendingt the string need never touch the arm, and,
consequently, that a bracer should become needlesssis practiced by many good archers with
whom | am acquainted.”

Most of my readers know that the modern shootiry@lconsists of three leathern finger stalls sewn
to corresponding straps, and buckled round thetwkizciently it was a leathern gauntlet, of whitie t
cuff reached nearly to the elbow. "Leather," sagshfam, "if it be next the skin, will sweat, wax thar
and chafe; thereforgcarlet on account of its softness and thickness, is gosgw within a glove."

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the finest woolltsth imported into England was that mentioned by
Ascham. We should at present call it superfine;duitnative looms were then unequal to its
manufacture.

The same writer puzzled his commentators, by dirg¢hat the glove should have a "purse," to hold
some waxed cloth for polishing the bow. An old Fetemvork of rural sports advises the archer to
carry a file, or small whetstone, there also, farpening his arrows, when engaged in the chase.
Surely, says a modern authdt very gravely, a bowman of the present day woelden think of
putting these things in his shooting glove.

At the present day he could not; but the long lkeatltuff, anciently worn almost to the elbow, was a
receptacle for these little items. According to mgtto, the archer appears to have sometimes carried
even his game there. The frontispiece to an editioa of "An Ayme for the Finsburie Archers,"
represents a bowman equipped with a gauntlet imtémener here described®

The contrast between the prices of the foregoitigles- two centuries ago and those common at the

present day is so well illustrated by the followihgcument, that | am sure the reader will be pkase

with its insertion* --

12 Roberts.
113 5ee plate.

124 From an old account book once belonging to SinJatanklyn, Knt. of Wellesden, Middlesex.
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10th Aug. 1627 s.d
Item Given away at the Tow: 14 6
To see the lyon 2 0
For the shootin-gloves 2 6
For a Turkey bowstring 11 1 0
Paid for feathering aarrowe 0 2
For mending an arron 0 0
For heading arrowe 0 3
For six bowstringe 0 8
For a brace 0 6
For seven butt sho 3 6
To Ed. Terry for five prick shot 4 4
To the: bowyer for bow cas: 4 8
Given him for coming dow 2 0
Paid to Trustrum the bowy: 6 8
Paid for the bo-cases 2 6
For marks for the arrowe 2 6
Paid for arrowe: 12 6
Paid for velvet for bow handle 3 0
A quiver 11 0
Paid to Dennis for twelve bow strin 1 6
Paid to Trustrunfor mending of bowe 5 6
For two bov-cases for Master Richard and Master .10 0
For two shooting gloves and brac 3 6
For a quiver and 12 arrow 7 0

OF THE BOWSTRING.

The Ancient and Worshipful Company of Stringer8 stir- vive. They possess a hall somewhere in
the city of London, although their vocation hasgaeased. | believe few bowstrings are now made in
England, the great mart being Flanders, where imatierials and workmanship arc excellent. In
selecting them, see that the eye is large and;thifdior strings being always weak at that pantl
therefore liable to break themselves and your Wfven thinner at the centre than elsewhere, they are
worthless also, because the whole strain of thedoig/on that part; though a bowstring equally
slender throughout, the noose excepted, proves g dar casting. Choose such as feel hard, and are
of a very dark brownish-gray colour.

The sinews of deer, cord made from the silk gr&a€dusana, a thong of undressed hide, and even a
strip from the outside of the bamboo, are seversld by various uncivilised people. The ancients
say their archers had leathern thongs for the samEose:--

Eixe 8 dpod viveidas te AaCov xal Ea Bder.
He drew the arrow by the leathern string.

The Roman Sagittarii seem to have preferred thensrof a horse:--

Reciproca tenders nervo equino, concita tela, &c.

Drawing the arrow with a horse's nerve,
They reciprocally spring forwards

Every one of you, my boys, has read of those h&airthaginian ladies, who, during their husbands'
and lovers' struggle for independence, actuallyotfuheir beautiful long hair, and devoted it to

15 0f silk. "Their strings of silk full sure."

~-57 -



stringing up the catapultae! | According to Lady M#vortley Montague, the fair dames of some
place she visited in Austria were at one time nwhé inferior in patriotism to these heroines bét
ancient world. The lasses in question are remagki@inlexceedingly beautiful hair, at all times thei
greatest embellishment; and once, like that of Saom, the strength and safeguard of the land.
Historians relate --in whose reign, | believe,ather dubious--that the city, during a long siegé¢he
Saracens, was ill provided with provisions; bub@ftwant of the materials for making bowstrings
appeared almost as likely to cause a surrendé¢hnidrdilemma, a patriotic beauty stepped forth and
proposed that the whole of the women should dethatie glossy tresses to the bowmen, a proposition
which was adopted with enthusiasm.

"The hair of our ladies," observes one of theiriqupoets, "is still employed in the same officef b
now it discharges no other shafts but those of €umd the only chords it forms are chords of [ove.

| remember De Vega tells a story of an Indian aaejqvho, being defeated in a great battle, and
seeing himself surrounded by heaps of his fallamtgmen, and all hopes of escape cut off, resorted
to a very characteristic expedient for terminatigyexistence and his despair. After the battle of
Mauvilla, this Indian alone remained in the towngdathe fury of the combatants having subsided, he
became conscious of his danger, and hurried tavéitis, with the design of escaping into the forest;
but, espying the Spanish cavalry and infantry scadk far and near over the plain, all hope forsook
him. He then loosed the string from his bow; andrmatied one end to the branch of a tree, and the
other around his neck, leaped desperately fromville and was strangled. Some soldiers who
hastened to his assistance found him already &eauh is the invincible courage of a Floridan
warrior.

To rush upon an archer and sever his bowstringpégtroke of a sword, or otherwise, seems to have
been a common expedient in ancient battles, eithplace an enemyors du combator check the
impetuous velour of a brave companion in arms. FAnamerous instances which are scattered
throughout early writers, | shall content myselftwéelecting the two following:-- "Eltchi Behadarte
son cheval tué sous lui, et cependant combattgjptos avec un extréme valeur, son arc a la main.
Timour, qui vouloit partager la gloire, et managersi brave homme, lui arrachoit ['arc, et en rampi
la corde, de peur qui son intrépidité le fist p&rit°®

"l seized hold of a firebrand," says George Hubpatten describing an attack upon an Indian fort, in
his History of the Troubles of New England, "at alhtime an Indian, drawing an arrow, would have

killed me, had not one Davis, my sergeant, rusbeddrds and cut the bowstring with his courtlace.”
117

OF THE ARCHER'S MARKS

Mistress OpenworkeDid'st ever see an archer, as thou walk'st by Blhdok asquint while he drew
his bow?
Mistress Gallipot Yes; and when his arrows flew towards Islingttn,eyes went clean towards

Pimlico -ROARINGGIRL.

How ugly is a bald pate! It looks like a face wangtia nose, or like ground eaten tare by the arr@ws
archers; whereas a head all hid in hair gives etcea most wicked face a sweet proportidmuL
DECKER'SHORNBOOK, Dr. Nott's edit.

The second shot had the wight yeoman,
He shot within the garland;

116v/ie de Behader Khan.
17 A.D. 1673.
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But Robin he shot far better than he
For he crave the good white wande.

GUY OF GISBORNETHE ancient public butts, observes Dr. No¥t were in general so thronged
with archers, particularly at holiday times, tHady raked up the surrounding turf by the very agrow
that missed, in such a manner as never to suféegrhss to grow there.

The continual trampling of feet as the bowmen datad about the marks also contributed to destroy
the verdure. In the vicinity of large and populéosns, the concourse must have been prodigious, and
for this reason each archer used but a single aBegides the impossibility of getting a second sho
amidst so much confusion, he found it necessahytoy away to the opposite butt, in order to catch

up his shaft, before it was trodden under foot.

Peers and churchmen were privileged by law, buither persons, aliens excepted, could absent
themselves from these public exercise grounds witimzurring what was shell considered a serious
penalty. Thither the lordly baron sent his vassalla, thither came the independent franklyn, the
wealthy yeoman' the rude peasant, and the unwasdrédan. Distinction of rank was for the time lost
sight of, and adroitness alone gave a title to sopty. **°

In 1570, Catharine Stanton bequeathed a pieceoahdrat Andover called "Common Acre," for the
recreation of its inhabitants. A lease of this atwetwenty one years, was granted to William Gold
on condition that he should keep a pair of buttsyien to shoot at, and permit all persons to thké t
pastime there. Also, in 1603, Robert Aubie devised rood of land for providing butts for the
exercise of archery in his native place Indeedyet@awn' small and great, had one or more pairs: and
changed as may be the aspect of the ground wheyeotite stood, their names in many instances
survive unaltered. Thus, we have Newington Butisandon; St. Augustine's Butts at Bristol; and
many closes of pasture land in the vicinity of doytowns still retain the appellation of "buttlfis."

In the parish accounts of Faversham, shore is By fm a new pair then recently erected in the
parsonage mead near the churéh.

What the expense was about the time of Queen Elikatwill be seen by the following extract from
some MS. accounts by the churchwardens of Eltham:--

S. d.

1583. Paid for felling 3 trees for the butts, antting them out 0 12
For carting the same timber 0 12

To Hampshire, for 2 days work to make the postsraitg, and set them up 2 4

Paid to 4 men that digged turf and labred at thespand for one hundred 4 9

Paid in charges for the suppers of all them thaiught at the butts, which 2 2
For the two barres for the butts with the staplest works thereto 2 2
Paid to Henry Byrde for ditching before the butt€asterfylde 0 12

118 Of Bristol, a genuine admirer of our old Englisledature. His edition of "Gul Decker's Horn Boolioted
above, besides containing much antiquarian lore fiise specimen of provincial typography.

119 Some time in the early port of his reign, ChattesFirst granted permission to one Benjamin Andremset
up public marks, alla demand a penny for eightsHodm every archer willing to pay for the samee Patent
to continue in force during the space of fourteearg.--Patents of King Charles I. It is a curidus,hitherto
unnoticed, fact, that, before the Reformation com@n Catholic parish priesthood sometimes raideifliag
fund for pious uses, by the loan of bows and arrmakose who could not afford to purchase themsThuan
old churchwarden's account of the time of HenrySkeenth, found m the muniment chest of Shure ®hurc
Surrey, a schedule of the parish property mentltvag bowes, one in the keepynge of Robert Wornham,
other of Thomas Astone, under surety of John Astemgthe and archere These were to maintain a lampe
before the rode."

120 carlyle's Charity Commissions, 234, 235.
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The moderns have not departed from the old faskxeept that our butts, like those who use them,
are rather more precise. Earth taken from a heathmon, or turbary, is pre- ferred, because it®efib
render it more tough and adhesive than meadowButfs are wedge-shaped, and taper somewhat
towards the summit. Crown clods, that is to sasgdlpieces of sod rudely cut into the form of am ur
give a finish to the modern butt, and a piece otevpasteboard generally forms the mark. They are
arranged in sets, at four, eight, twelve, and sixt@ods, in this manner: one hundred and twenty
yards being measured, a butt ten feet broad, eightehes wide at the top, and about six feet in
height, is erected at the two extremities. Thiryds distant from one of these, and a little toritylet
hand, they place a second; sixty yards to thedehijrd; and ninety to the right, a fourth; whichms

a complete set, no one of which impedes the vieth@bthers.

The Cheshire and Lancashire mode of shooting thpeipgame” at butts is this:--

Seldom more than three pair of arrows arc alloweeaxch side, which do not reckon except when
within the inches; that is, when they pierce a sgaper mark of the following proportions. The
weight of the arrows used at each distance isalsed.

At 4 roods ol 30 yards 4 inches, arrov5s.6d.}

8 -- 60 -- 8 -- 4s.6d.}
12 -- 90 - 12 -- 3s.6d.} Silver weight'#
16 -- 120-- 16-- 3s.6d.}

Seven the game. No lurch.

The archers usually draw lots to determine therarderhich they shall shoot. Each maintains his
original place during the contest, without refereta the position of their arrows. The diminutivees
of the clout renders a marker necessary, at thiwévesd sixteen rood length. Like the person who
attends, for a similar purpose, during Swiss nfigches, he stands near the butt, holding in hrid laa
white wand, which is placed, for a few momentsrregch arrow. The signs made use of also much
resemble those of his Alpine brother.

For the best arrow, the wand is thrice shaken ab®/kead; second ditto, the same towards the
ground. When the paper is pricked, he uncoversamg; for the outer circle, once; the white, twice;
the pin, thrice. For over. arrows, the wand moweéskly upwards; for wide arrows, horizontally; for
short arrows, downwards.

Such appears to have been the usage of centukisshbtol of cross-bowmen”, engaged at their
exercise in a beautiful green alley, with buttsigiier end, figures as the illumination of an otdrich
MS. dated 1450, at present in the King's librarynérker attends, and is represented making one of
the signs specified above. Two centuries ago, mthesely fixed a very diminutivblancin the centre

of the butt by a wooden peg, from which the markeasured to tile arrow, before giving his signal.
We have this custom plainly alluded to in the fallog rather ludicrous paragraph:-- "Upon a time,
being in the king's pavilion, who was desirous af ptaking some novelty, there instantly appeared
upon the table a pair of butts and whites to shgawhere suddenly came in six dapper pert fellows
like archers, in stature not above a foot high, @hdther members accordingly proportioned. Their
bows were of the side bones of an overgrown plir strings of a small sleevy silk, not biggerrtha
the thread of a cobweb; their arrows less thantpatks, feathered with the wings of small fliesgan
headed with the points of fine Spanish needless&lgallants made a show as if they were to shoot a
match,three to threeand roundly they went about it. In the middlgted game, there was a shot that
rested doubtful, which, as it appeared, the gamestild not well decide. Then Merlin called one of
the servants, who had a somewhat big nose, andhad®easure to the mark, and give it to the best.
To which, when he stooped and inclined his faoe bétter to umpire the matter, one of the pigmy
archers that had an arrow to shoot delivered ihfhis bow, and pierced him quite through the nose,
at which he started, and the king heatrtily laughiedthere was no room to be seen, the butts amd th

21 This arrow scale applies equally to all other arglymmes.
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archers having together disappearétf.Hitting the white was considered the feat of aj\aroit
archer; but to split the peg which fastened it butt, ranked as thee plus ultraof his skill.

----Hold out, knight ! --
I'll cleave the black pin in the middle of the vehit

No Wit like a Woman's

Give me town wits that deliver jests clean fromhbe; that whistle through the air, and cleave e
at twelve score.kady of Pleasure.

The ancient marker had also certain terms to exghesflight of arrows which entirely missed the
butt. When they flew over he cried "gone." "Shastsufficiently expressive; "wide," too much on
either hand, right or left. In their fondness fotteers' phraseology, the old writers applied thvesels
in a figurative sense, to express failure of amdki

Eschewing short, and gone, and on either side,--wide

MASSINGER

Giving or crying aim, an obscure phrase, rendetildrore obscure by Ascham's interpretation, and
which greatly puzzled Roberts, merely alludes torttarker's office. An old dramatist thus unlooses
the Gordian knot of it:--

The silver game shall be yours; we'll stand by, givét aim, and halloo, if you hit the clout."-- @rés
Tu Quoque

Money was always staked during the archery matchesr ancestors. At times, the wager amounted
only to a few pence; on other occasions, to hatak.

Targets are of comparatively modern invention;rl descover no earlier notice of their use, than
occurs in the records of the Finsbury archers, A&Y.1, when they presented their brethren of
London and Westminster with one of a novel consitvac Not quite a century afterwards, we find
them shooting at a square pasteboard covered igith, cound the centre of which was drawn a
circle, and about that circle four concentric ringslack border ran around the outside.

Our modern target base is a flat circle of strawnuiactured by the beehive makers; painted canvass
forms the face or covering, the centre being giij surrounded by circles usually named the red,
inner white, black, and outer white while dark grekstinguishes its exterior edge, or petticoae Th
relative and respective value of these colourd sleadlecided by the original targets adopted by the
Royal London Toxophilites who used them of thrd&dént sizes, painted as above.

ol d - - 9
Red - - 7
I nner Wite - 5
Bl ack - - 3
Quter Wite - 1
The Cheshire targets differ from those common bewoparts of the kingdom; their colours are --

Gold (small),

Black,

Red,

White,

Green,

Yellow.

The following may be used as a correct scale fgulating the breadth of the various circtésused
in painting a target three feet and a half in dimeSold, seven inches, the entire surface being o

122 Heywood's Life of Ambrosias Merlin, edit. 1609.
123 The breadth of the belt or band, not ti@meterof the whole circle formed by it.
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that metal; red and inner white, each three inelmeksa half; black, one inch and a half; outer white
which also may be termed the petticoat, one inocladbr

The following colours and value belong to a speoidsiazon used for the cross-bow in France:--
Yellow, 1; white, 2; red, 3; yellow, 4 ; white, &d, 6; yellow, 7; white, 8; black, 9: game, 35.

The target varies in size according to its distefnmen the archer. When of four feet diameter, they
fixed 100 yards in the south, alla 120 in the noftEngland apart from each other. At eighty yards,
the diameter should be three feet; at sixty yawis feet.

In counting the target, the invariable rule istta arrow piercing the edge of the gold must come
forth unmarked by the slightest tinge of red, thpraximating colour, otherwise it is considered to
have been in the red, and will reckon only as stlible. same custom prevails in reference to all other
circles.'*

My information on this subject would be still incphate, were | to omit showing my young archer
how the target card is kept during prize-shootlhgnables each party to ascertain exactly the stiat
the contest at any time of day, and is generallynvgoispended to a button-hole of the coat. Each of
the compartments being coloured as a duplicatkeofarget, we mark the hits with a pin attached to
the card by a silken thread.

Archers' Gold Red Inner | Black Outer | Number | Value
White . white. of hits

A. 6 10 19 15 34 8¢

B. 4 11 13 20 34 7!

C. 4 10 25 31 451 14

D. 2 14 19 27 31 9 328

Total Hits and Value 40 12ep

—— O O
w
~1
N

The smallest possible honour arises from hittirgdbrners without the circles, and the person who
does this is presented, by very ancient custonm, altorn spoon, which he must wear in the button-
hole of his coat until won from him by the nextt@cwho plants an arrow in the same division of the
target.*?

A stranger merely seeing the trophy won, and uraioged with the laws of archery would possibly
mistake the honour for a disgrace.

When flight-shooting, place your marks upon theegsavard without triangles. There is m, object
which suggests so perfect an idea of complete aadtliul repose as do these broad circles, like the
disc of a full moon, when arranged upon an extensiwn of smooth velvet turf.

Many substitutes for the regular target will sugdkemselves to him who resides some six or ten
score miles from the metropolis. We may choosettidcRoman expedient, a large bundle of
brushwood tied together, and suspended to a dtake which the archer stood at the distance of 600
feet; or a good thick sheaf of haulme, that istders’ straw. If bound tightly at the centre ameltivo
extremities, this answers well while nothing bettan be commanded. Place any neat round mark on
each, and elevate them by stakes fixed slopinglizerearth.

124 The target, properly so called, is bounded by #terior circle; all beyond counting as nothing.

125 The horn-spoon is used at the meetings of the WeadshArden.
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A military writer of the 17th century, while strolygadvocating the adoption of "fire shafts,” sugges

a most atrocious substitute for the common tasgeince to render soldiers expert, and inure tleem t
accidents and perils of the field. "Fire shaftssveneat, portable, and manageable," says he, "that
even children may make their sport with them, aodtlys of any growth do good service. So if, at
festival times, a bull, instead of baiting him withgges, were tyed to a stake, or sheweled in with
archers conveniently placed upon a common or @p&cious place, men might then make trial with
their fire shafts, a brave and manlie sport! whbegly, the maddening of the enraged beast, besides
enuring them to conflict, would teach some profitatiratagems of war."

| will now offer a few words upon several peculiees in the marks at which Oriental nations display
their archery. The Mantchou Tartars, who practigh whistling arrows, use a target consisting of
two parts. A cushion, or roll, of cloth, well staff with wool, and about a foot in breadth, is rthile
round the edge of a circular hole of the same diameut from the middle of a square board. The
bull's eye, painted red on the outer edge, andldathe centre, is then made to fit tightly inkast
aperture, being confined there by the elasticitthefcushion. On bitting the latter, only the arrails
uninjured to the ground, and no arrow is accouatetiot but the one which dislodges the bull's eye,
by striking it out behind the target; when it dows fall to the ground, but drops a few inchesnige
sustained by a string attached to an upper progctd.

Altogether, this seems not a bad contrivance, gt obviate much ill blood among a people fierce
and irascible like these Tartar savages, who nagigrwise be tempted, in case of a disputed shot, t
"loosen the Gordian knot of it" with their daggeptsint.

One is a little startled to find a treatise on i@y among the lucubrations of a grave philosopker |
Confucius. Yet tile Huor Yu, or Book of Sentencesntains some curious allusions to its practice
among the author's countrymen. In the third art€lghat work, he speaks of the adoration due to
spirits; of the imperial laws of music; and the menof drawing the bow?® When engaged at this
exercise, they fixed up the skin of some beastraark. For the emperor, it was that of a bearafor
king, that of a stag; for a mandarin, that of @tjg@nd for literary gentlemen, that of a wild hoBne
first aimed 120 yards from the butt ; the secorq tBe third, 70; the fourth, 50.

Every Chinese who purposes entering the army isined|to possess some previous knowledge of
military tactics; to exhibit proofs of personalesigth and adroitness in aiming with the bd{yand to
recite from memory following precepts of archergla$sed to his officers, by Yong Tcheng, third
emperor of the reigning dynasty:--

"Warriors! from the moment you assume the garb gdldier, the state provides for your subsistence,
and provides for it with parental care. Doth it tvee you, then, to be negligent of your chief dities
those for which you are maintained at so greatsa 2o

"The accomplishment of being able to draw the améthi precision, whether on foot or on
horseback,--to know either exercise perfectly,-Jfsarmcquired only by incessant application.

"Relieved from the necessity of following uncong®miccupations, nothing should distract you from
the exercise of arms; everything you see, evergtiiou hear, incessantly reminds you of your
obligations. Wherefore is it, then, that, insteddevoting all your energies to their fulfilmenply
seek to dissipate those hours in enervating pleasuhich alone should be solely dedicated to
bending the bow and launching the arrow at its n?a@ what monstrous ingratitude are you not
guilty towards the state?

"To draw the bow with energy and skill was an adrehighly cherished by the Manthous. By that
alone did we acquire of old a mighty name amortgsinations of the earth; by that only have we been
entitled to rank among the chiefest of mankind; altidlough, in the present degenerate age, we fall
away from the discipline of our ancestors, time wasen a Mantchou who drew his arrow

126 hy Halde

127 These exercises consist in shooting dismountedatsodiding at full gallop, against a very largeget. Such
as acquit themselves with éclat are elected dqatolentiates, in archeryArt. Mil. Chinois.
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unskilfully, would have been exposed not only teese personal chastisement from his officers, but
to the universal derision of his comrades; he walde been regarded as a disgrace to his name and
an opprobrium upon his country. In the silencehefitight, then, when the hollow drum announces to
you the commencement of the various watches, medieeply on a subject so importdit.May

each of you be animated by a noble emulation; neapntessantly direct his energies to acquire
perfection in an art on which not only his own gresition, but the safety of the state, so matgriall
depends!

"In all the contests in which you indulge, whetpewate or in public, be still unsatisfied if wittour
shaft you pierce not the centre of the butt; andmdit the chase, be ever emulous to transfix det fl
objects of your aim. Remember that by your addireise noble exercise of archery the nation will
measure out the portion of esteem you are destinedjoy.

"We shall bestow on you military honours and praproexactly in reference to your adroitness in the
use of the bow. Thus, soldiers will become officeddficers will be elevated to a more distinguidhe

rank,--and all will partake the glory of sheddirgual lustre on your ancestors and on your postérity
129

When Sultan Mohammed Khan became master of Constaple, he distributed the chief booty
among his rapacious followers, and caused the Matkl Yaghds, Yaaf Surd, and Nesr, which the
infidels had encrusted with jewels, to be carriethe Okmeydan, or Place of Archers, and set up
there as marks for every soldier of the Faithfukteel his arrows at. Hence it arose that, eveheat
present day, a well-delivered arrow, which hitsriezk, is styled by archers Patch Oki, an idol's
shaft. One of these images remained, until knotgueces, about the time of Sultan Ahmed Khan:
another was called Aymaish, because it stood ondhth side, and the arrows hit it when shot with a
northerly wind. A third, called Heki, near Kaas-kdias also most easily hit from the same quatrter;
hence the phrase a "Heki shot," so common in TyrRepurth, named Pish, stood on the north-west
side of the Okmeydan, and being commanded only frensouth-east, gives its name to such a shot.
From Pelenk, erected on the west side, and, okegaimed at from the east, we derive the bowman's
phrase, Pelenk. In short, having fixed twelve défe idols on the four sides of the exercise groand
grand archery match was proclaimed, and all theraatbowmen, each showing his skill in taking aim
at them, made a magnificent show; and hence otiggirthe custom among the people of IstambBul
of meeting there on holidays, for the purpose @freising their adroitness in archety-

These repeated allusions in this passage to anaallee for the wind, so strongly recommended by
our own Ascham, have probably not escaped the readkention. | or private practice, the modern
Turks place upon their butts a small white markudbioe size of a dollar. Standing at the distarfce o
thirty feet, they will place five or six successaeows around its outer edge, never touching the
centre, unless by design. At this species of didiit one of their favourite recreations the most
dexterous receives an embroidered handkerchidfifireward.

Splendid exhibitions of archery formerly took placnehe Hippodrome, or Horse Course, at
Constantinople, one of which an eye-witness, tresedbes>2-- "A brave troop of archers, mounted
on the finest Arab steeds, now arrived' and theisg@nce excited an universal murmur of applause.
Indeed, their skill and adroitness were most extliaary. Having finished several courses with the
target and jareed, they again put their horselsg¢@allop, sheathing and unsheathing their cymetars
without stopping. In the same manner they shotéhwiith the bow. Each archer first aimed at and
struck the hinder shoe of the horse immediatedwvance of him. At the second course, they planted

128 The Chinese divide the night into four portionsvislles, which they sound upon the tambour. Thet fi at
midnight, the last at daybreak.

1291 *Art Militaire Chinois.
130 Turkish name for Constantinople.
131 Evliya Effendi.

132 Translated from Vertomannus's Travels in the East.
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their arrows in a gilt ball, fixed on the top ofadty mast that stood in the centre of the Hippaodeo
And, lastly, they shot through a ring at which softieanians had been previously exercising with the
lance. One noble cavalier took off his saddle, gt upon his courser's neck, and then re-fastened
the girths while going at the top of the animgised. This same Turk laid an orange on the turban o
one of his slaves, and, spurring his courser, ktituio pieces with an arrow, repeating the experin

a second and even a third time, without drawindlerior injury to him who acted target.

Equestrian archery was likewise much practicedeirsid by the Shah and his nobles. A mark, about
the size of a plate, is fastened against a traghigh they discharge their arrows whilst ridindj fu
gallop. "I have seen the Shah," says Shirley, tiresix or seven horses successively at this &fnd
pastime. He often continued on the ground from nadii four or six o'clock; and it was really
astonishing how he could endure such violent egerduring the ardour of the sun, and the dustdaise
by the horses' feet. He once gave me an astonighirid of his dexterity and strength. Stretched on
the earth with his face downwards, he took ondefstrongest bows, and drew it, as if about to
discharge an arrow. Then, unassisted by his hamdiswithout putting them to the earth, he rose up

briskly with his bonded bow,--certainly an instamégrodigious muscular power®

In the centre of the Meidan, or market-place, palh&n, stood a high pole, much resembling those set
up in some European cities for the popinjay gamstelad of a bird, however, they place on its summit
a small melon, an arpus, an apple, or a trenched fivith small silver coin. At this they shoot usti

the horse is going at full speed. It is by no maamssual to see the Shah himself gallop unexpected
into the Meidan, and mingle unceremoniously amasgtbjects whilst engaged at this sport. When
plate falls, its contents become the perquisitthetking's footmen; and the most successful stot ha
the honour of feasting the whole company, evehédlhah himself, should the royal bow have been
put in requisition.

When Karib Shah fell into the hands of his enemaétgr an unsuccessful effort to throw off the
Persian yoke, he was condemned to die under citamees of the most revolting cruelty. They first
shod his hands and feet with iron, like a horseffigly observing, that, as he had been accustomed
to the soft roads of Kilan, he would otherwise hashdure the stony and rugged ways of Persia.
After being suffered to languish in that condition three whole days, he was brought into the
Meidan, and bound to the summit of the mast. Wherking had set an example by discharging at
him the first arrow, he called loudly to his assésdtords, telling them that every true and loyamm
should follow his example. Upon the word, he wasdantly so covered with arrows that the body
retained no shape of a man, and, after remaining dlaring three days, was taken down and interred.
On the suppression of Karib Shah's revolt, the lgeopKilan were disarmed; neither have they since
daredltscg possess any sort of weapon,--not evesetite or ring, with which the Persians bend their
bows.

| shall close this chapter with a lively anecddt®ersian butt shooting, which furnishes a geneed
of the mode in which these matters are conductedigfnout the East.

Whilst Shah Abbas remained encamped at Casbingldealgrand review of cavalry, which lasted
nearly a fortnight. Every day the king took hitista upon an elevated throne, under the portathef
royal gardens, with his nobility and principal o#rs ranged on his right and left hand. The lagtada
this magnificent spectacle being devoted to ankattbin of archery, a select number of the finest an
most expert soldiers were ordered to ride in sifitgebefore the Shah. Only one cavalier passedtby
a time on the gallop, which he commenced at sostantie, and, passing the throne, turned about in
his scarlet morocco saddle, and drove his arrowvarttutt of sand, placed on the king's left hartd. A
the close of the review it was usual to rewardntiost expert archer with a considerable increase of
pay. One cavalier, however, instead of galloping strooting as the others did, only walked his horse
by, and placed his hand on his breast, and aftdsa@m his head, according to the Oriental mode of

133 Relation d'un voyage en Perse, 1590, per un bentine de la suite du Seigneur Scierley, ambassadeur
roy d'Angleterre.

134 See Female Archery.
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saluting the monarch. He possessed a singulafydiing mien; for he had coarse, flat, Tartar
features, and a complexion changed almost to bésskhy the heat of the sun. On witnessing this act
of audacious disobedience, the Shah's indignatiost fiorth; and, in allusion to his unprepossessing
appearance, he fiercely exclaimed, "that they shimninediately discharge the black-looking
scoundrel from his service:®

The guards flew to execute his commands. Afterdodismounted, and deprived of his arms and
accoutrements, he was on the point of being sgvbestinadoed, when the commanding officer rode
up, and, by a sign, interfered. Then, respectfaigroaching the throne, he represented that this
cavalier, so ill-looking, was, in reality, one bitbest soldiers in the army. At the siege of BrivA

and Candahar he had fully proved his undauntedagetitand his father was one of those who thrice
led a storming party to the gates of Bagdad.

A representation so favourable had due weight thighoffended Shah, and he commanded his horse
and arms to be restored. The archers, whose peogressuspended by this occurrence, again
resumed their bows, and the disobedient soldi&ived a command to place himself at their head. He
obeyed, and pushed his horse past the throne hdtbteed of the wind, but again reined him up on
coming opposite the butt. There he remained statjgriurning first to the right hand, then to thé,|

and looking about on all sides, without uttering@d. His commander, who justly anticipated
another burst of indignation from the monarch, whreall likelihood he would have ordered the
guards to cut him in pieces, called, in a loud pamptory tone, that he should shoot.

The soldier immediately exclaimed, "My lord, whithveould you that your servant direct his arrow?"
At the butt, dog of a slave!" shouted the enragaap, "as your comrades have already done."”

"What cloth it advantage," resumed the veterarkisgehis head, "thus to waste and spoil my good
shafts against a lump of earth? Fain would | usenthgainst the bodies of my sovereign's foes; then
should you see me discharge five ere another dowldime to shoot one!"

He had drawn two arrows from his quiver whilst dppeg these words, and held one of them in his
teeth as he fitted the other to his bow. Then pushigorously across the plain, until the eartmses

to tremble beneath his courser's hoofs, he pabkgdoltt; and turning in his saddle like a Parthidn
drove the first arrow directly into the hollow cant**® After contemplating this successful shot for an
instant, he wheeled round, flew past the same gpdtfixed the second shaft in the hole, whence, an
instant before, the attendants had drawn out the fi

The officer, who had already interceded for himyramain approached the Shah, and, touching the
earth with his forehead, ventured to express a ttgtethe soldier's bearing justified the expeotati
he had raised. His Highness loudly declared hisiradion of his adroitness. He was ordered to
approach and kiss his royal master's feet, whaatth increased his pay to fifteen tomes, instefad o
the five he had previously received.

135 The Persians, in general, have a very noble physiog.
136 A town in Persia, celebrated for its manufactdrgitded and painted bows and arrows.

137 Their mode of training for this Parthian manoeuvas been well described by Busbequius, an eyesstne
They erect a high pole in the centre of a plainjritaa brass ball fixed on its top. Around this tisgyr
vigorously, until a little beyond it, the horséllggialloping, when suddenly they turn in their spled morocco
saddles, and drive an arrow into the globe asfilgefhe constant practice of this manoeuvre resdeem so
expert, that the bow being turned in the sightefunwary pursuer, be is instantly shot throughtaneligh.

138 See Female Archery, p. 111.
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FEMALE ARCHERY

As that word was spoken, Clorinda came by,
The queen of the shepherds was she,

Her kirtle was velvet, as green as the grass

And her buskin did reach to her knee.

So modest her gait, her person divine,

And her countenance free from all pride!

In her hand was a bow, and a quiver of arrows
Hung gracefully by her fair side.

Said Robin Hood, "Lady fair, whither away?

Oh whiter, fair lady, away?"

She smilingly answered, "To kill a fat buck,

For to-morrow is Tutbury day."

And as we did wend all towards the green bower,
Two hundred fair stags we espied;

She chose out the fattest of all that brave herd,
And shot him through side and side.

"By the faith of my body," said bold Robin then,
"I never saw woman like thee;

Or com'st thou from east, or com'st thou from west,
Thou need'st not beg venison from me."

Ballad of Robin Hood's Marriage.

From her golden quiver Camilla has drawn forth thght and varnished shaft. She bends the fatal yew
by thrusting it from her, until the curved extreigstapproach; and elevating her hands equally, she
touches her left hand with the arrow's barb, anthwaer right, and with the string, her left breast.
Virgil.

STAR of the Archer$®, fairest Clorinda, and queen, not of strep. herdyg, but lady paramount over
all the blithe foresters of merry England to botht is, provided you were something more than a
mere offspring of the poets' imagination,--a bedfflesh and blood, possessing form, figure, and
local habitation, as well as music-breathing name.

That passion for the martial festivities of tiltgaand banqueting hall, which distinguished ouretyat
dames of the chivalrous age, has often been paytdéte romantic pen of Froissart. Whether they
appeared in the shooting-ground, prior to theHasitcentury, equipped with bow and quiver, to take
an active part in its amusements, is a questidaiody interesting to archers, but, perhaps, torthe
only. Such evidence as | have been able to cobbet] be presently laid before the reader, who wil
perhaps consider it a satisfactory elucidatiorhefgoint in dispute.

Previously, however, to entering upon the inquieyus take a hasty glance at those regions where t
early existence of female archery cannot be questioMagnificent and spirit-stirring as are the
details of its progress in many a distant clime, ader will turn from their perusal with renewed
pleasure to the unsullied and not inglorious resord

Of home and native land,

Unlike Teucer, Merion, Pandarus, and other illestsibowmen of antiquity, we seek not inspiration
by incense or hecatomb:

139 That Moorish queen was so skilful in drawing thekish bow, that it was held as a marvel; and #ifsl
that they called her in Arabic, Nugueymat Turga;ahis to say, 'Star of the Archers.™-- Dr. Southey
Chronicle of the Cid.
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No firstling lambs, unheedful, do we vow
To Phoebus, patron of the shaft and bow.

Still will we evince our respect for the archer gbgl commencing our inquiries in the land on which
he loves to shed the lustre of his earliest beams.

To the East, then, where, within the rose gardéfi®beran, the dark-eyed houris of Persia launched
their varnished shafts at the distant butt, equdgpeall the magnificent apparatus of their native
archery.

Some remarkable changes have recently taken piabe social condition of the women of two
distinguished oriental nations. | allude to Peesid Turkey. In the latter, we see the fair tenahtbe
harem daily promenading the public quarters of Gortmople. At home, a Frenchaitre de ballet
atttends to initiate them into the mysteries ofdris Unencumbered by the odiotssmakand
guarded by a few female slaves only, they whisk it,

Upon the light fantastic toe,
through all the tortuous mazes of waltz, gallopagmdrille' mazourka, and contre dance.

And is not any amelioration in the condition ofgedovely, helpless beings a subject of general
interest? The recent innovations of his majestySheah, however, are alone connected with the
subject of this chapter.

Badinage apart, it is a well known fact that theehaof the Persian are permitted, nay, encourdged,
disport themselves with archery. These oriental bwetings take place within the recesses of the
royal gardens, where, their black-bearded tyradtaabhevy of female attendants excepted, no
spectators are allowed to be present. Thus seclhdegver assiduously the fair toxophilites may
pursue this novel pastime, still, it can hardlyasserted they are occupied in drawingkibe*’, at
least in that equivocal sense, in which we oftgnlyafhe expression to their fair sisters of Britain
whose proceedings in this sort are as embarraasitigey are successful; and the consequent
hymeneal arrangements sadly destructive of mingr&serve any correct list of our fair toxophilites
as far as names are concerned, seems just as $mpahdng to those inroads of matrimony--as was a
certain long-desired consummation to Penelopetersyiwhen dependent on the progress of her
distaff and shuttle. The catalogue arranged sorataly to-day, shall be nearly all undone withie th
space of six months. Let them, therefore, be takiémthe usual mercantile proviso,--"errors
excepted,"--and don't hold me responsible wheemhot control. Not satisfied with triumphing over
us in every contest, these remorseless syrenghiikEamed Amazonian queen, level at their victams
battery of darts, far more potent than those preshioexhausted upon the target.

The bold Penthesilae durst

The Danish fleet oppose;

And from her bow sharp arrows sent
To gall her harnessed foes.

No sooner was the battle done,

Her golden helm laid by,

But whom by arms she could not take,
She slaughtered with her eye.

And what's the result ? Let cooler heads determvimether an exercise, in itself all gracefulness,
invests our fair enslavers with some mystic fadanma more potent than laughing eyes and blooming
cheeks, when sun and summer breeze, echoing lamglether romantic accessories, invite them to
the target field, making

Their bosom's lord sit lightly on his throne.

This much, however, is certain. Recommence accareetwith a bevy of fair dames after a few
seasons' absence, and mark what change comeseo&mittit of your dream! Worse than Babel
confusion of names; matronly graces; while in addito Waring's burnished shafts, which, as

140 Beaux.
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vivacious spinsters, they handled so adroitly, mafgirarrow besides, thus beautifully alluded to by
the Psalmist: "Happy are they who have their q@iyell of them; they shall not be ashamed when
they speak with their enemies in the gate." | presthe attractions are, and ever have been, reeapro
in both sexes; at least there is evidence that,denturies ago, your archer was the truest, nogyst|
and most chivalrous of lovers. "Thomas Boyd, E&Aman," says John Paston, in a letter to his
brother, dated about the year 1470, "is one ofigi¢erest, deliverest, best spoken, fairest archer;
devoutest, most perfect and truest to his ladglldhe knights that ever | was acquainted with. So
would God my lady liked me as well as | do his parand most knightly condition#*?

But in this digression we had nearly lost sighoof fair Persian dames, whose place of exercise, |
have said, is within the shady recesses of thespfeagrounds attached to the royal residence. The
butts consist of moistened sand, inclosed in a wodchme, and beaten into a hard compact mass.
These are set up in a slanting direction at thexbaty of some verdant alley, where the over-arching
branches of vine and orange tree exclude the fiesseof an eastern sun. Consistent with that
gorgeous taste so prevalent throughout the Eastyliole exterior of the butt is covered with eldégan
scroll-work and patterns of flowers. Gold and sijietermingled with various pigments of the most
brilliant hues, are lavishly employed to produds #ffect.

A female Abyssinian slave stands beside the madyigled with a large round pebble, to form and
preserve an unbroken hollow in the centre, antistchvity every arrow is directed. She repeats the
operation several times whiles her mistressestaretisg; for the triumph of Persian archery corssist
not merely in a central shot, but also in makirg dhrow penetrate deeply into the sand at every
discharge.

At the termination of their sport, these fair laliboters scrupulously conform to a remarkable custo
which, from remote antiquity, has prevailed amoegsian bowmen of the other sex. Know, ladies,
the followers of the Prophet divide themselves imto great sects, who hate each other with a
cordiality worthy of the most polished nation ofrBpe. The Persians are devout followers of the
Caliph Ali, and regard the Turks and other dis@pé his antagonist, Omar, as a sort of Mahomedan
heretic. To assist in perpetuating the memory isfrigligious feud, the Persian archer, on discinargi
his arrow at the mark for the last time, fails toopronounce the charitable aspiration of, "Teira k
dirdil Omar!"--Would that this arrow might bury &K in the heart of Omar!

It must be highly amusing to witness the affectednge which comes o'er the spirit of these orthodox
beauties, whilst thus denouncing the hereticapbalGay, innocent, and thoughtless, it were abturd
suppose they have the least real feeling on sscibject. Still, like prattling parrots, their lessis
repeated, with many a pretty indication of displeasakin to that of the "wrathful dove, and most
magnanimous mouse." Eyes which, a moment befoeemnée with the softest expression, now dart
forth flashes of anger, like the opening storm-dldRretty mouths, 60 lately wreathed in smiles, are
tortured into an expression of the most invetecatgempt. But, no sooner does the glancing shaft
quiver within its destined mark, than Ali as wedl@mar are consigned to oblivion; and songs, and
laughter, merry and musical as the chime of sibadls, again re-echo through the perfumed walks of
their magnificent pleasure-garden. Bows, arrowd, the costly sefii*’, are speedily abandoned to
the attendant slaves; and with a zest which tleeemt occupation is so well calculated to supplg, t
fair revellers hurry off to

Taste the good the gods provide them,
in the splendid luxuries of an Oriental banquet.

Leaving our beauties in quiet enjoyment of itsifesés, we will endeavour, like true archers, &t @
peep at their accoutrements, since we dare notggeeépm. These form so complete a contrast to
what has been, at any time, common to Europe ttlegtrerit a particular description.

141 A lightly delivered arrow marks the skilful bowman
12 paston Letters, vol. ii. p. 97.

143 Thumb-rings for drawing the bowstring. Their usesctiption, &c. are hereinafter fully explained.
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Persia still boasts within most of her large towrmsce of hereditary bowyef¥.To judge from some
specimens of their handicraft now before me, theam have degenerated but little, if at all, sithee
period, when truth, good shooting, and a firm seahorseback, were considered the all-in-all
accomplishments of a Persian satf4pThe royal armoury of Teheran exhibits, a numbdramfs of
the richest description, many upwards of a cendloty still retaining an elasticity worthy of their
external elegance. But their power is enormous' altidlough the Shah and his nobles, manage them
with ease and adroitness, the same could not ectgfrom the delicate strength of a female arm.
196 \When, therefore, the monarch signified his wist the harem be exercised in archery, the most
celebrated bowyers of Teheran were employed tgetpeim suitably. But, as the material of which
these Oriental bows have been made for ages cotildenimproved, the workmen merely aimed at
fabricating a lighter instrument, still more ornartes.

Buffalo wild goat's horn, jet black, and of a fipelish, forms the belly of a Persian bow. Gluethis

is a thin slip of some hard wood, little inferiortoughness, which serves for the baékThe extreme
points are fashioned to resemble a snake's heathdps of the cord having the appearance of being
held within its extended jaws. As the horn, withdark rich lustre, needs not the aid of ornanieis,
left entirely plain, the richness of Oriental tabt#ng lavished on the splendid arabesque which
decorates the wooden back. Birds, flowers, fruit] all the graceful devices one sees in the most
elaborate scroll-work of the ancients, are repregkan its surface in vivid colours, intermingledhw
gilding: not that pale, thin, lack-lustrous artielgh which the English artist is compelled to be
satisfied; but the real "red, red gold," unalloye brilliant as when drawn from its native minegla
the centre of the bow, serving for the grip of éiheher's hand, is marked by several broad bantieof
same metal, separated from each other by figuréewérs and fruit.

These beautiful weapons were formerly consideratesost acceptable offerings which one
Oriental monarch could make to another. Thus, iherambassador sent by the Shah to compliment
Sultan Amurath the Second, had deposited befor&ttmenan divan the munificent presents of his
master, among them appeared nine splendid Persias, land a proportionate number of arrows of
the same fine workmanshi§® The Shah likewise presented our countryman, $in Bhirley, with a
similar one*® Again, in 1656, the Dutch East India Company setihe Emperor of Ceylon, among
other presents, "two Persian bows, with their asrawd quivers, richly adorned:*°

The Oriental bowstring, from its peculiar constroctand twofold use, is not less interesting than t
weapon of which it forms a part. Many strong silkiereads are laid together, until the whole equals
the thickness of an ordinary goose quill. Whippiogmposed of the same material, is then bound
firmly, for about three or four inches at the centind also for a less width, equidistant fromegith
end. Large loops of scarlet, or other colours peauypan equally brilliant contrast, are at tached t
this middle piece by a very curious knot. Compkchand elegant as that by which King Gordianus
perplexed his royal brother of Macedon, it is tosb&sed only by similar decisive means, for nevetr y
saw | the fingers that could unfasten, much lestats it. The vivid contrast between the pure whit

144 Near the port of Ali, at Ispahan, is a bazaar, ialige the manufacturers of bows and arrows. thidnthe
bowyers form a distinct caste.-- Struyiavels

145 And of monarchs likewise, as the following qudmainslation of an epitaph will showBarius, the
Persian, lies buried here, Who in riding and stngpkiad never a peer.

146 Khondemir says, that the art of archery had redtsehighest perfection among Persians of all safiom
the prince to the peasant, under the Kajan dynastthat, at this day, they call a strong bow, sagfew men
can draw, "Keman Kajani"--a Kajanian bow.--d'hedbei. 463.

47 Oriental bowyers use a peculiar kind of glue, miadm a root called in Turke@heriscoanwhich they grind
like corn between two stones, until it resemblegdesst.--thevenot.

148 Hist. of Juss. Bassa, p. 11.
19 See Travels.

%0 Baldaeus, Description of Ceylon.

~70 -



silk, of which they usually make the centre of tsvstring, and its gaudy loops, produces quite a
splendid effect.

I have hinted at the twofold purpose to which isveacasionally applied. To the Turkish Basha,
sleeping or waking whom " His Highness', suspeofagtowing rich in his pachalick, it was an object
of continual dread. Under these circumstanceslyrdid he escape a summons to Constantinople,
where, within the seraglio walls, the bowstringefitenim from I'embarras des richesses, and thédife
esteemed worthless without them. Like our wolfhia fable, the sanguinary despot quickly found or
invented causes of accusation. Brief, therefore, thva colloquy, ere, at a sign imperceptible to the
predestined wretch, the mutes advanced. Placingipon his knees, they passed their bowstring once
round his neck, and, with their right hands inlthaps, drew tightly, until appearances indicateslrth
victim had ceased to breathe. At one period thasfme prevailed very extensively throughout the
East. It was used as a means of executing revengelhas punishment; and we may attribute its
adoption to the readiness with which the instrunoémteath might be procured, when every man
carried at his back the weapon to which it belongs.

In nothing is the contrast between English and i@aiearchery more manifest than in the manner of
bracing the bow. The trowsered beauties of the @ashis with equal grace and facility as the men,
because the lower part of their dress is nearlylainm both sexes.

When an Oriental wishes to string his bow, he @dumself firmly on his centre, and grasping the
upper ear*in his left hand, passes the weapon behind tihéelgfand over the shin bone of the right.
Then, bending it, by forcing the upper ear roundaias the opposite side, he slips the string, which
has been already secured on the lower horn, imtgace, with the right hand. This operation reggiir
considerable muscular power, and is by ho meamasyone, until repeated attempts have rendered it
familiar. | believe Sir Walter Scott makes Salasliring his bow in this manner whilst on horseback.

The Persian arrow is altogether worthy of its bbeing a small jointed reed, called, in Latin, Arand
Bambos, which is used almost universally throughletEast. Of this there are two species, one being
much stronger, and of a texture very superior ¢oattner. War arrows, and those designed for
occasions where the chances of recovering thersnaa#t, are mace of the latter kind: the former,
which, besides its hardness, has a fine nutbrolessyg surface, is reserved to replenish the quivkrs
princes and grandees. The heads take many forom,dtg to the purposes for which they design
them. In butt shooting, a solid pyramid of steers to be preferred, and for about three inchesnbel
this point, the natural colour of the reed is @fyiconcealed by rich japan painting, intermixethwi
gold and silver flowers. Ornaments in a similatestyf richness are repeated at the butt end' ahosge
beneath the feathering. Indeed, the Persian as@itdgether so delicate and costly that we conside
them as objects of curiosity rather than use. Wit into damp ground, the friction gradually
impairs their beauty, and for that reason | selds any out of the numbers | possess: substitute a
light English pile*®?, however, for the solid Persian steel head, andhave a really superior flight
and target arrow, which, from the extraordinarpiigess of its hollow reed, may occasionally be
observed to far outstrip the wind.

Thesefin or thumb-rings®® before alluded to, are one of the distinctionamOriental archer.
Englishmen, it is well known, draw the bowstringwiheir three first fingers; the Flemings, witketh
first and second only; but neither use the thunddlaThe Asiatic method is the reverse of thisefnh
the bowman draws altogether with his thumb, theffoger bent in its first and second joint, being
merely pressed on one side of the arrow nock tarsgtfrom falling. In order to prevent the flesh
from being torn by the bowstring, he wears a bndagl of agate, cornelian, green marble, ivory, horn

51 The curved extremity of an Indian bow is so namethieyr bowyers. "The man provided himself with

several little rods, about the length of the edus loow."--Autobiography of Baber Khan.
%2 The iron point of an arrow.

153 sandys observes, that one of the early Turkisassibccupied his leisure in manufacturing thesgsrifihe
produce of his industry, distributed among favaupashas and officers, received of course an addltvalue
from the distinguished rank of the donor.
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or iron, according to his rank and means. Uporirtkigle of this, which projects half an inch, the
string rests when the bow is drawn; on the outideonly half that breadth; and, in loosing the
arrow, he straightens his thumb, which sets thegsfree. These rings, with a spare string, aralsu
carried in a small box, suspended at the bowmates sut, from habit, many retain them constantly
upon the hand, for ornament as well as for use.

Consistent with the splendour of their other appoénts, the sefin worn by those dark-eyed houris,
whose feats we have so recently been contemplaiegadorned with all the cunning of the jeweller's
art. A stone called jadd&’, chrystal, jasper, and even gold, inlaid with s®of varied hue, glitter in
the sunbeams as each snowy hand strains up tlke sitkvstring. A quilted half sleeve of crimson
velvet, or fine cloth, thickly embroidered with ddlowers, protects the arm from being bruised by
the chord in its return. Did not a very curiousaglecently come to light, prove Chaucer's i' lgjaicer
155" to be a purely English fashion, we might imadimewas describing one of these. The weight of
the gold in one which | wore upon my arm for a stione Noms remarkable; it probably amounted to
three or four ounces.

One other curious contrivance connected with thHer@al bow remains to be described. When flight-
shooting, to which they are particularly attacheedrooved horn, about six inches long, is fastened
upon the back of the bow hand by straps of crimmorocco buckled round the wrist. The bow is
then, and then only, held across the body, andréying several inches within this horn, they can
use very short arrows. By thus diminishing theirgiéh, superior lightness, the chief quality ofiglit
shatft, is proportionately attained. On the 9th JuE92, Mahmood Effendi, the secretary to the
Turkish embassy, exhibited his great strength lmpshg an arrow in this way 415 yards partly
against the wind, and 482 yards with the wind, fiela behind Bedford House, London. He used a
Turkish bow, drawing 160 pounds, and this explasyerformed in the presence of three gentlemen,
members of the Toxophilite Society. The arrow mead25 inches, which he pulled 3 inches within
the bow, so as to make the draught 28 inches. idewgazon the ground, that Selim, the then Grand
Segnior, often shot 500 yards, the greatest pedooa of the modern Turks. However, the Sultan
afterwards, in 1798, drove an arrow in the ground @ards from the spot where he stood, the distance
being measured in the presence of Sir Robert Aresfidassador to the Porte. All these singular
contrivances are, of course, common, in the Eaatdioers of both sexes; and their dimidissimilarity
to every thing we apply to the same use in Englaad,induced me to detain the reader by a
minuteness of description otherwise unnecessary.

The French traveller, Gentil, who visited Indiated commencement of the seventeenth century,
dwells with enthusiasm on the appearance of a lgodyed consisting of 100 ladies, whom he saw in
attendance on one of its native princes. Their weapas a crossbow, in the use of which they
exhibited remarkable dexterity. He asserts thatdve each of them plant an arrow, at a considerable
distance, into a circle no larger than a French'@Dn other occasions, they would discharge three
arrows at once, with such prodigious rapidity aitdence, , that, on piercing a tree, the steelsoin
entered so deeply as no force of pulling could ditzamn out.

When the monarch quitted his capital, whether far ar the chase this band of Amazons invariably
accompanied him. They were styled Menaytas, wetgdd within the palace, and annually drew a
magnificent stipend from the royal treasury. Mastgtended to instruct them in every kind of warlik
accomplishment, which they studied with the utnreghusiasm. One of them, whose age Gentil
guessed to be about twenty-four, was, unquestigntid most beautiful woman in India Her
complexion displayed a beautiful fairness and fzér, bblack as jet, flowed in a profusion of natural
ringlets upon a neck of ivory. In a mock combatf@ened by a detachment of these ladies, she
acquitted herself so valiantly, that the enraptumesharch, unable to control his emotion, caused her

134 Of this a considerable specimen may be seen ifighee of a tortoise found on the banks of the dapin
Hindostan, and preserved in the British MuseuminSeff cornelian may easily be procured in the bawé
Constantinople.

1% See page 102.

1% Halfpenny.
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to raise her casque, while he saluted her in thsgonice of his whole court. Then, with his own hands
he placed a chain of massive gold around her ri&o& was called Langir. Her mother, Acosira, also a
woman of extraordinary charms, had been so valptbasin wrestling she never met her equal. On
one occasion, being challenged by certain strangkesquickly laid them prostrate on their mother
earth; and, on their attempting to rise and reggstindignity, forthwith strangled them outrigliter

own fate was as extraordinary: she was torn ingsidxy a lion, which, during one of the royal hugtin
matches, she had the rashness to attack dismoamdesingle-handed. The king, her lover, being
excessively grieved, gave her a royal funeral,abisty for many days from the consumption of
aneca, betel, and shaving his beard, with many sfraptoms of mourning and regret.

In Usbec Tartary, the natives of both sexes plir th@wvs with equal dexterity. When invaded by the
Russians, it is related by the historian of theeelifion >’ that they almost annihilated the enemy's
cavalry, killing man and horse 100 paces furthéthadn the best European musketeer. Travellers -
who visit their country are received with a rudeitality; and when

Sated Hunger bids his brother Thirst

Produce the mighty bowl, they amuse them with maxiyaordinary anecdotes of strong and skilful
archery, the only subject on which they appeaotoverse with satisfaction. These, however, refer
oftener to their wives and daughters than to théraseThey say that, when the emperor Aurunzebe
invaded Usbec Tartary, it happened that a smatly dithis horsemen entered a village to plunder it;
and whilst they were binding the inhabitants, prafmay to leading them off as slaves, an old woman
spoke as follows:--

"Children," said she, "refrain your evil hands, drerken to my words. Withdraw from the village
while there is yet time. Should my daughter retammg find you thus occupied, you are undone." But
the old crone's admonition only excited their latiegtand ill treatment. They persisted in the wark o
devastation, until their beasts being fully loadbey withdrew, taking with them the old lady héf.se
As she rode anxiously along, her eyes continualindered in the direction she had left. By and by,
she suddenly broke forth in an ecstasy of joy,aruhg, "My daughter, my daughter! She comes, she
comes!" The person alluded to was not then in slyhitthe trampling of her horse, which every
moment became more audible, and the clouds of igdisho doubt on the poor woman's mind that her
heroic child was hastening to the rescue. Presémdlynaid appeared, mounted on a fiery steed. A
quiver hung at her side, and in her hand she hblmla While yet a considerable distance off, she
called aloud to the Indians that their lives wobdspared if they restored the plunder and releidsed
captives. But they continued to hurry onwards reigas of her offer. In a minute, then, she let fly
three or four arrows, which emptied an equal nunabeaddles. The enemy had then instant recourse
to their own bows; but the archery of India avaiiéte in the plains of Tartary. Laughing at their
impotent efforts, she continued to pour in heraswith a strength of arm and accuracy of aim which
appeared marvellous to her affrighted adversatiekength, full half their number being slain, she
closed in with the rest, and, assisted by the sele@aptives, put them all to the swdrf.

In a battle between the Arabs and the citizensavh@scus, Thomas, the emperor Abubekir's son-in-
law, greatly distinguished himself by his skillanchery. Amongst others, he wounded Abu Ibu Said
with a poisoned arrow, of which he instantly digde queen, who shared with her husband all the
perils of war, was overwhelmed with grief on redegvthe first intelligence of this fatal catastreph
and, retiring to her tent, gave vent to her feaiimgan agony of tears. But that heroic fortitude,
which through life she had been distinguished, kjyicame to her relief. "What mean these vain
lamentations?" she exclaimed. "Be it now my soke ta avenge thy death, my husband, and
endeavour, with the utmost of my power, to gainglaee where thou art, because | love thee |
Henceforth | am indeed a widow, for | have dedidatg/self to the service of God!"

She then armed herself with A bu's weapons, anghtdbe fatal field. On arriving there, she eagerly
demanded whereabouts it was that Abu had beenlKilleey told her over against St. Thomas's Gate,

1571 e Clerc.

158 Marco Polo.
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and that Thomas, the emperor's son-in-law, wasre who did it. Hurrying towards the spot, with
her first arrow she pierced the standard bearégrarhand. The standard fell, and the Saracens
instantly bore it away. When Thomas learned thésyas greatly enraged, and spurred into the depth
of the battle, in the hopes of regaining his ensfggithe soldiers on both sides stood amazed at his
gallant bearing, Abu's wife saw him, and demandkd e was? They replied, the same who had
slain her lord. Instantly levelling an arrow, st®him in the face, so that he was forced toeetir
within the city. On his wound being dressed, hdrageturned into the battle, where he engaged
Serjabil, his former adversary. Abu's wife rangedsklf among Serjabil's men, seeking in vain for a
second opportunity of avenging her husband. Thaglghgreat execution with her arrows, until all
were spent but one, reserved as a signal, shoo&simn demand it. But observing one of the
Christians advance towards her, she was unab&freim her hand. The arrow entered his throat. He
fell dead, and the wife of Abu Ibu Said immediatafter became a prisonét?

From that land whose glowing atmosphere seemssforaits daughters with a taste for feats of
martial daring, turn we now unto the kingdoms @& West. It is remarkable that Tasso has sketched a
very adroit female archer under the same appatiaiothe lady who figures in my motto, to whom,
indeed, she proves no insignificant rival. The pgess written quite in an archer-like style, and
contains much variety of action:--

Her rattling quiver at her shoulder hung,

Therein a flash of arrows feathered weel.

In her right hand a bow was bended strong,
Therein a shaft headed with mortal steel;

So fit to shoot, she singled out among

Her foes who first her quarrel's strength shoulelfe
So fit to shoot, Latona's daughter stood,

When Niobe she killed, and all her brood.

* * * * *

While thus the worthies of the western crew
Maintained their brave assault and skirmish hot,

Her mighty bow CLORINDA often drew,

And many a sharp and deadly arrow shot;

And from her bow no steeled shaft there flew,

But that some blood the cursed engine got,--

Blood of some valiant knight, or man of fame;

For that proud shootress scorned the meaner game.

Lord Stephen of Amboise, or. ditch's brim,

And on a ladder high, Clotharius died;

From back to breast an arrow pierced him;

The other was shot through from side to side.

Then, as he managed brave his courser trim,

On his left arm she hit the Fleming's guide;

He stopped, and from the wound the reed out-twin'd,
But left the iron in the flesh behind.

As Ademare stood to behold the fight,

High on a bank withdrawn to breathe a space,
A fatal shaft upon his forehead light;

His hand he lifted up to feel the place,
Whereon a second arrow chanced right,

And nail'd his hand unto his wounded face.
He fell, and with his blood distain'd the land,
His holy blood, shed by a virgin's hand.

139 Ockley's Hist. of the Saracens.
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While Palamese stood near the battlement,
Despising perils all, and all mishap'

And upward still his hardy footings bent,

On his right eye he caught a deadly clap.

Through his right eye Clorinda's seventh shaft went
And in his neck broke forth a bloody gap.

He underneath that bulwark dying fell,

Which late to scale and win he trusted well.

Thus shot the maid.

During the reign of one of the Stuarts, the warkkel turbulent Douglas claimed as his "helpmate” a
damselnon bella, sed bellicosé’, and well known to man, woman, and child of thedigpd as Black
Agnes. Whilst her fierce liege lord was over thg@ksh border, engaged in those "woful hluntings"
which form the subject of many a pathetic ballag uaiting his forces with those of other nobles,
made open war upon the sovereign, this valorouskvkapt effectual watch and ward at home.
Perhaps the Chieftain of the Bloody He&thimself never gave those who ventured to beardimim
his own fortalice a rougher handling, than didrmastial spouse, who at one hour was seen levadling
culverin, and in the next heading a sortie agahestassailants. An old Scottish harper, one ofe¢hos
vagrant minstrels always welcomed to a seat afetheal board, alludes to her extraordinary vigienc
in the following quaint distich:--

Came | early, came | late,
| saw Black Agnes at the gate.

When beseiged by the royal forces, Agnes, evehemvatch, espied James, attended only by a single
knight, riding round the castle walls at rathemuamvary distance. Hastily summoning a bowman, she
pointed to her foes, and desired him to take hleadreither of them escaped. The fellow, promising
to do his best, loosed an arrow, which struck ihg'k companion dead from his horse. "That's one of
Black Agnes's love tokens," exclaimed James; aaning the knight where he fell, he dashed spurs
into his horse's flank, and galloped off in theedtron of the camp. Here, as the lawyers say, we ga
nothing by out motion; for, had Agnes learnt

To grasp the distant aiming bow,

she had, doubtless, scorned the aid of anotheicirgg, like a second Thalestris, to prove the temp
of her own arrows upon the mailed bosom of Scottakidg. Therefore her summons to the bowman
who slew the knight must, | fear, be received irdemce of her own lack of skill. Early British osy
furnishes many similar anecdotes, equally vague, aincourse, unsatisfactory.

Could we rest content with the poet's testimongratwould be no difficulty whatever, since the
productions of very many of that privileged castienish most decided and beautiful allusions to
female archery. Thus, in the Aminta,--

Son poteza, &c. &c.
"Though with the bow the snowy arm may wound,
Yet in the eye the surest death is found."

Our own Gower, describing the various modes by whis heroine manifested her affection for a
lover, says:--

She took him all to veneri¥?

In forest and in wilderness,

For that was all her business

By day, and eke by nighte's tide,
With arrows broad under her side,

160| adies are assured this is merely an unworthy g two Latin words, -- "Not fair, but fighting."
11 The cognizance of the Douglas.

182 An ancient term for hunting.

~75 -



And bow in hand, with which she slew
And took all that her list; enough
Of beasts that be chaceable.

In Ben Jonson's Philaster, a lady of rank indulgake pleasures of the chace, with all the wild
woodland accompaniments of a genuine English hgmtiatch of olden days.

King. What? are the houndes before, and all the o'
Our horses ready, and our bowes bent ?
Duke All, Sir.

[Exeunt

Enter two Woodsmen, at opposite Sides.

1stW.  Ho ! have you lodged the deel’?

2nd W. Yes; they are ready for the bowe.

1stW. Who shoots? The Princess?

2nd W. No; she'll hunt.

1st W. She takes a staf®f, | say. Who else ?

2nd W. Why, the young. stranger prince.

1st W. He shall shoot in a stone bowWefor me.-Act 4.

Among the Harleian manuscripts there is a musieale entitled, "A Description and Praise of
Denham," written about the time of Queen Elizabetiis curious old tract contains, among others,
the fragment of a song, apparently very populdhat age:--

Now, Robin, lend to me thy bowe,

Sweet Robin, lend to me thy bowe,

For | must needs a hunting with my ladye goe,
With my sweet ladye goe.

And whither will my ladye goe,

Sweet Wilkin, tell it unto me,

And thou shalt have my hawke and hounde,
And eke my bowe,

To wait upon thy ladye.

My ladye will to Uppinghant®®

To Uppingham in sooth will she,

And |, myself, appointed am

To wait upon my ladye, &c.

Still, mere poetry must be rejected as evideneeliterary as well as in a legal court; and, weye m
researches to terminate here, we should have nmdsdor considering the Clorinda of our English
Robin Hood less a child of imagination than theridida of Tasso. But in Sir Harris Nicolas's Privy
Purse expenses of Henry VIIl. we have the royalymng charges for three bows, a proportionable
number of shafts, belt, braces, and shooting glprmyided for the Lady Anna Boleyn. The archives
of Berkeley Castle, alst§’, furnish historical evidence that our female nibpilas far back as the
commencement of Queen Elizabeth's reign, joineid tbadal vassals at the bow butts, and even
staked money on the flight of a favourite shaftthar skill of some adroit yeoman present there.

183 odged the deer." On the eve preceding a stag thmforester) contrived to separate one or meee df a
" fair head " from the rest of the herd, and dtivem into a thicket apart. As this was purposelyliaiged until
dusk, the animals were sure to make their lairethentil the hunters appeared, at daybreak. Iretdags
fixturesfor ten or eleven o'clock were unknown; men whotwe bed with the sun rose with the sun.

164 Takes a stand.” Places herself in some convesjmitto shoot at the game when afoot before the.dog
165 Stone bow, hereinafter described:;
1%¢ Rutlandshire.

167 Gloucestershire.
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"In July, 1st Elizabeth," says the Veel Manusctifit"the Lord of Berkeley returned to Rising; and
the first work done was to send for his buck houodgate, in Gloucestershire. His hounds being
come, away goeth he and his wife stag huntinged™rks of Groby, Bockewell, Leicester Forest,
and others on this side of his house. And so wasdthirse of this lord, more or less, for the nbityt
summers' month€* and his wife, being of like honour and youth nirthe 1st of Elizabeth, 1588, to
the beheading of her brother, the Duke of Norftikteen years after, gave herself to such pastimes
as the country usually affordeth; wherein she oftent with her husband part of these hunting
journeyings, delighting with her cross bow; keepimgnmonly a cast or two of merlins, which
sometimes she mewed in her own chamber; which faasyher husband, every year, one or two
gowns or kirtles, spoyled by their musings; usediting bow, and was in those days, among her
servants, so good an archer at the butts, thatithetby her was not the weaker; whose bowes,
arrowes, gloves, bracer, scarfe, and other ladg@demmmodations, | have seen, and heard- herself
speak of them in her elder years." And lastly, bhdlanentions that Queen Margaret of Anjou killed a
buck with the broad arrow, a missile peculiar t® bng-bow, at Alnwick Park, during her progress
into Scotland. Shooting with the cross-bow, reaqugjrinfinitely less practice, and attended with ¢gea
certainty of aim, than its rival archery, was freqgtly sanctioned by the practice of England's queen

| believe it was within Cadenham's great oak' e &metirely hollow and decayed on one side, that the
royal Bess sometimes stationed herself, to striteea with this weapon. The foresters had received
previous orders to windlass up the game towardgtleen's stand; and thus many a fair-headed buck,
unconscious of his enemy, fell a victim to her gil&rThe sylvan recesses of Crowday Park, in like
manner, occasionally withessed the queen's adssitaad that of her friend and favourite, Lady
Desmond. When describing these splendid huntingtmeat the "Court Journals" of that age amused
themselves and their readers with frequent inuengos the courtly policy of the fair countess. They
hint that many a "high-palmed hart" returned unseato his lair, after passing within cross-bow
range, less from want of skill, than a fear of &rgi her royal mistress's displeasure. And she was
wise The triumph of a successful arrow had beenydparchased by, perhaps, months of exile to
Leinster's desolate wilds, far from the sunshinthefEnglish court:”

Our system of female education, from the beginifitpe seventeenth until nearly the close of the
eighteenth century, was a positive conspiracy agélie moral and physical development of the sex.
Nature, we are aware, in the assertion of hersjgitcasionally broke through its absurd restraints
but the change was merely from evil to evil. Witlaset riding dress, masculine head-gear, flushed
countenance, and dishevelled locks, the huntreas t@unding to the covert side.

Undismayed by showers of mud and snowballs fromesfime score horses' hoofs,--by hedge and
fence, gate and stile, she scoured the countrydtiyh bush thorough briarstreechingorth a
tallyho! at renard's departure, and a whoohoo-habpis death.

To the honour of the sex, however, be it spokemparatively few ladies were found to unsex
themselves thus; and, during a portion of thatqukrialconry ranked high among amusements chosen
to dissipate the ennui of the fair. Lady Julianarigs, the noble prioress of St.Albans, has obliged
world with an elaborate treatise on this princely &he tells us that a peculiar species of falocaore

or less generous according to the possessor'sappgrtained to every man, from monarch and belted
earl, to simple franklyn or holy clerk. Thus, thghrmettled gyrfalcon, thirsting for blood, and wehi

188 A MS. record of the Berkeley family, written byenf their household, named Smyth.

169The following passage presents a lively idea ofpilnesuits of an old English sportsman:--

"It now behoves to cast an eye a little back ihis knight's age of puberty, in which he much dekgl himself
in hunting the deer, hare, foxe, and goat, whengirself, and his next brother, John, would lyeiauhe fields
whole nights in Michael Wood thickets, then stonéth goats, and in the parts of Combe and Oselwdindn
ever abounding with foxes; and in also runningrag,rwith other hastitudes, or spere plays, asatmunts of
his father's officers doe call them, and was alsbis age of adolescency, prime minister of lather's
falconry."--Smyth's MSLives of Berkeleys

10 pesmond is an Irish earldom.
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as the snows of her native Iceland, was assign#eettwo first; the sprightly sparrowhawk to the
second; a hobby to the third; while the bold, batidutive and graceful, merlin belonged to the fair
sex.

"A falc'ner Henry is when Emma hawks,

With her of tarcel$”* and of lures he talks.

High on her wrist the tow'ring merlin stands,
Practis'd to rise and stoop at her commands.
And when obedient, now, the bird has flown,
And headlong pluck'd the trembling quarry down,
Her Henry hastens to relieve the fair,

And with the honour'd feather decks her hair."

Proud of his silken jesses and embroidered hoed]dlcile bird sat perched upon his mistress's
hawking glove; now pluming his dappled breast; rmmswering her caresses by mantling wings, and
the harmonious chime of his silver bells. The vekigle of antique fashion, the heron's plume

waving in her snooded hair, showed nothing incdestsvith female bashfulness. And, when she thus
rode forth on ambling barb, schooled to obey tighstst motion of her hand, and encircled by a knot
of obsequious cavaliers, far from appearing anagigtion decorum, there was something graceful and
becoming in a lady's participation of this noblereation. But, anon, loud shouts of "heron a ld"vol
heron on the wing!" proclaimed the approaching gudrhe falconer, unhooding his fierce

gyrfalcons, cast them into the air; and then this sport loses all its external gentleness, ambines
distinguished for danger, as, in the last centiinyas for cruelty, perhaps beyond every otf{ér

Since, then,

--To range the wood,
And follow hawk and hound,

are amusements subversive of that tender sympathafll fcreated beings, the meanest as well as the
noblest, which forms the basis of so many virtuesrdo womanhood, it becomes the duty of society
to discountenance them. Still, nature having dettke "healthy body, and the mind at ease," ireeith
sex, shall mainly depend on pure air and activeotse® it was desirable to find some substitute for
these robust pursuits equally healthful, and uieibby their danger and their cruelty.

Eternal honour be the award of that distinguishamiesy of archers who first made the happy
discovery. To the good sense and discriminatichh&f Woodmen of the Ancient Forest of Arden" are
we indebted for the introduction of archery, agdeqrtly unexceptionable recreation for ladiesvds
fortunate their individual position in society af&d them to dictate the laws fashion; under wralke
powerful influence the bow again made rapid advamtehe estimation of the British fair.

The example of the noble and the wealthy had, nibtl@onsiderable influence on the spread of
archery; nevertheless, its own intrinsic excelleaaiere its chief recommendation. Requiring no
excessive corporal exertion, a combination of tlestrgraceful positions of all the bodily exercises,

"1 The male hawk beingtgrce or one third smaller, and far less courageous, the female.

172\When acastof well-trained falcons are thrown off, one ofthexerts herself to climb above the heron. From
this elevated position, she makes her stoop wihtgr vigour; whilst her partner hovers beneatipared to
attack the devoted bird in its downward rush toicwtioe beak and talons of the first. As the contblas place

in the clouds, the eyes of the spectators are sadblsthere also. The heron's flight then becoraptd,

however sluggish it may be at other times. Yourepadherefore tremendous; for, in order fully tgog this
animated sport, the falconer pushes forward hisigiegl horse, at a speed to which the first burst @fack

pack of fox hounds forms no adequate comparison.

When the game fell beaten to the earth, our antetners galloped in to break its legs and wigsl pin it to
the ground by means of its own long pointed bedle fawks were then permittedtice upon the quarry; that
is, to tear her in pieces at their leisure. Modatoonry is unacquainted with this cruel finaleato otherwise
very delightful recreation. We now take the biridal and with a label attached to its leg. setforth when,
where, by whose hawks captured, it is restoreibéotly and its native groves.
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and invariably associated with refined and polisbeciety, the bow appears especially adapted for
relieving the sedentary occupations to which worenstill far too much devoted. But why seek to
justify the practice, when, in our own day, we geename of Her gracious majesty, alexandrina
victoria, queen of the isles, and a nation's hoyseribed upon the Archer Rolls? That illustrioadyl,

in imitation of the warrior race of monarchs frorham she springs, has given a proof of real British
feeling, by the appointment of a Master of ArchEflamong her household officers.

About sixty years have elapsed since the commenaeofi¢his era in the annals ofodernarchery.
Our countrywomen, long rebels in heart, did notleetgso favourable an occasion for emancipating
themselves from the ancient tyranny of harpsichspihnet, backboard, and embroidery frame, and

In the good greenwode,
Among the like flower,

they wandered, bow and shaft in hand, to seekwth and vivacity the pure breath of nature can
alone bestow.

The ladies associated with the Woodmen, were ailyitimited to their immediate family
connections. Soon' however, the admissions becaone general; and they complimented the fair
members of other societies with freedom of acae$isdir grounds. The prizes distributed by the
Foresters of Arden have always been remarkableplendour and variety; but then the Mordaunts,
the Adamses, the Morlands, and the Bagots, ofaie Wwith the Boultbees, the Parkers, the Gresleys,
and the Grimeses, of the present age,--thoseitaors who have won, and who still "win and wear
them," contest their possession with a skill antthesiasm well worthy of their magnitude.

Among the ladies on whom, at an early period, tlaesbers did themselves the honour to confer the
freedom of their society, was the Marchioness d¢isBary. The diploma which conveyed this
privilege, and of which | insert a copy, was rickipblazoned' end deposited in a box of heart of oak
made from a tree which grew in the Forest of Arden.

173 Spon and Monfaucon have preserved the form ohaieat tablet, dedicated in the following terms
to a Roman professor of the art:--

"D. M.

T. FLAVIO EXPEDITO
DOCTORI SAGITTAR:
FLAV: EUPHROS:

E ATTIC: TULLI&e
P.B.M.
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"Ri band, garter blue, In a weath of oak.

Red ri band with bl ack
with white border
at each end. AR

Suspended fromit A shaft on a gold

border at each end.

A gol d crescent, bugle, gr ound.
and shaft. DEN. ( Si gned)
( Si gned) John Dil ke,
Ayl esford, Warden. Mast er Forester.

Fua TUR I N JUSSO NOSTRA SAG TTA Loco
Striped riband, of pale violet blue.

Wi ot hesl ey Di gby, Secretary.

To the Most Nobl e the Marchioness of Salisbury,

PATRONESS;

And all other the nmenbers of the society of the

Hertfordshire Archers,

The Woodnmen of the anci ent Forest of Arden

SEND GREETI NG

BE IT KNOWN, that, in token of the great love we bt Patroness and Members of the said Society, We
have given and granted, and by these presentsv@agd grant, to each and every of them, the feedd all
our Butts, Targets? and Marks now erected, or hteretaf be erected, within the Bounds, Purlieusyileges,
and Assorts of the FOREST OF ARDEN the property effoodmen of the said Forest.

"In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our HandsCommon Seal this sixteenth day of November,

MDCCLXXXIX.
(Sea) "ARDEN"

The archery fetes at Grove House, Camberwell,ébielence of the handsome, witty, and
accomplished Mrs. Crespign/, still live in the remembrance of many a veterophilite. This

lady was an early and enthusiastic advocate foadwption of the bow as a becoming recreation for
her own sex; yet in her ardour to promote a fasiimamusement, she exhibited the same spirit of
benevolence which rendered life one lengthenedescbactive usefulnest Selecting utile dulci as

1" Lady patroness of the Royal Toxophilite Society.

175 One fact of undoubted credit, but little known|lwhow that the heart of this fair archeress was in its
right place. Whilst passing over Westminster Bridges. Crespigny observed a wretched crippled soldvith
an intelligent but half-famished countenance,rgition the pathway. She stopped, and sent him d somalof
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her motto, she very adroitly made her gay and thtiegs visitants contribute largely to the suppdrt
a Sunday school, by levying fines on the unskillldgr muse too' was frequently put into requisition
on these occasions; and many songs written byahdrsung, to vary the pleasures of the
entertainments, have survived in manuscript. Weehlgre, the two concluding stanzas of one of
them, intended to be sung by a chorus of gentlememhich archery, on the score of humanity, is
made to bear the bell from every other rural post.

The huntsman pursues, too, an innocent foe,

And drives the poor suff'rer with shouts to and fro,
That, distracted by fear, and perplex'd in its way,
Made bold by despair, e'en in death stands at bay;
So | think, my good friends, | shall prove whaay,s
That the pleasures of archery carry the day.

Then, sons of the bow,

‘T is meet, era we go,

That, to wish it success, ev'ry glass should @erfl

For no devastation here follows our gain;

Our pleasure 's to no one productive of pain.

Though we pierce through the centre and bear effaitize,
The wound never rankles, the victim ne'er dies.

Where humanity points you will sure lead the way,

So the pleasures of archery carry the day.

Then, sons of the bow,

'Tis meet, ere we go,

That, to wish it success, ev'ry glass should dtev.f-"

Fortunate did the votary of fashion esteem himsalh received an invitation ticket to Mrs.
Crespigny's archery breakfasts. The company slamh&g" as they are termed in archer's language.
Eleven was the winning number, and each arrow esbiatcording to its position in the target. Thus,

money by the servant, when the poor fellow retumedessage of gratitude so simple and touchingdased
her to alight from the carriage, and personalluirgthe circumstances of his distress. The tajeqat by no
means an uncommon one in those days. He was ancdaméoyalist gentleman, who had lost all in figigfifor
his sovereign; and, after witnessing the destrnatichis wife and children by the flames, whichthe dead of
night, the hostile party kindled around his dwejlihe had sought an asylum in England, in the vajre lof
being admitted into Chelsea Hospital. Mrs. Crespigas deeply affected; and leaving a more amplelgup
departed, with the exile's address.

After many days of fatiguing, unwearied solicitatiche managed to obtain from Sir George Youngethén
Secretary of War, a promise that the man shoul@ havout-pensioner's order. Though not what shéduged,
it was a source of great rejoicing to this frieridhe wretched soldier; and with eager satisfacsioa conveyed
to him the news. The sequel is distressing. Whes EMrespigny's servant silently entered his apartnte
overheard a pathetic prayer for the happinesssabdémefactress. On recognising him, the white-Haieteran
found strength only to pronounce a hasty bles&rghe fell backwards, and in a few moments expired

176 As this specimen of Mrs. Crespigny's muse exhibitse playfulness than poetic talent, a mere jespdieof
the moment, | add the concluding lines of an effngif a higher order, addressed by this amiable avoto Sir
Harry Martyn, when a child, accompanied with thesent of a knife:--

"Whilst there is so much cutting in high life,
No present, sure, is equal to a knife;

But you, dear boy, will very shortly know
How far your cutting may in reason go.

That tyrant, fashion, whom so many seek,
Can only govern, unrestrained, the weak;

So with its follies sometimes you 'll dispense,
And never cut good humour or good sense."

Mrs. Crespigny's Letters to her Son were once dedirpopular.
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a shot in the gold centre reckoned as 9; in the#gekh the inner white, 5; in the black, 3; andhe
outer white, 1. The targets lay 100 yards distafier the gentlemen had shot, they escorted tlagir f
associates within 70 yards, and at that unusutdrdie the latter drew their bowstrings. Half-crown
forfeits were paid by the unsuccessful; and thie ldrphans of the charity attended in dressesadyy
green, the whole forming a very interesting grdeg@ch revolving summer witnesses the revival of
many similar bow meetings throughout the sylvamgof this romantic land. The presence of
women is now regarded as indispensable to theqierfgoyment of these genuine fetes champétres;
for the trim shaft, launched from the hand of sdaietoxophilite, faultless in face and figure, jrres
us with an enthusiasm which belongs not to the mdsiit display of archery in the other sex. It was
this sort of gallant admiration that inscribed tbbowing record of a fair victor's achievementoup
the walls of the Royal Toxophilite banqueting room.

"October 1st, 1790. A match was shot at Mr. Wybgtos, Branhope Hall, Yorkshire, at one hundred
yards? between Miss Littledale, Mr. Gilpin, and Mfyborough, in which Miss Littledale was
victorious. During the shooting, which lasted thieairs, Miss Littledale hit the gold four timesgdan
what evinces superior skill, the three last hitslenhy Miss Littledale were all in the gold™

Appropriate costume--
To sport the gay sash of Toxophilite green--

is indispensable in both sexes; indeed, the veldeany of the woods should, of course, be the
predominant hue throughout;--

We're clad in youthful green, we other colours s¢er

for I never knew but one exception to the rulevdis the Marquis of Blandford's Society of Bowmen,
who wore purple, with white velvet collars; the tous gold, with a bull's eye pierced in the cebiye
an arrow, and encircled with this well-conceivedtioe-

Je ne suis volage qu'a fixer.
| am volatile only to become the more steady.

In reference to the ladies, | may observe thadwath vital matters are arranged by the lady pasgine
assisted by a committee of her own sex. On thesn, devolves the weighty responsibility of
selecting a characteristic full dress costume whieggleasures of the ball-room succeed thoseeof th
target ground.

Although to hazard anything original on the subjgdtemale attire is an act of presumption at which
even the boldest of us might justly feel a tremplinam resolved on omitting nothing essentiahi® t
general interest of my book. Three specimens dfaagccostume are therefore, with diffidence,
presented to the fair reader's criticism, certaifigfinguished by that simplex munditi€8which |
regard, as well as Horace, as the basis of whaigwtegant in female attire. One of them was
proposed to the ladies of the Royal Surrey Archeygheir patroness, as a ball dress, afivatand
forty yearssince.

White muslin round gown, with green and buff saghite chip hat, bound with narrow green riband.

Riband of the same colour as the sash encircledrtven, on which were two bows, rising one above
the other. A magnificent snow-white ostrich plumavwed over this tasteful head-gear, and a sprig of
box was so arranged beneath, as to appear juse abewearer's left eyebrow.

The second was worn by the fair members of a vapp¥, well-conducted, hospitable little band,
who, about the year 1792, assembled among thosesoérare beauty, the Piercefield domain, in the
vicinity of Chepstow, and were called, " Bowmertleg Wye " Their dress, then, like the former,

Y""This inscription is placed in a glass frame, araswopied April, 1798. --Banke4SS.

178 Simple neatness.
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consisted of plain white muslin, bound with greatirsriband; a green and white sash; small green
satin hat, with a white feather tipped with gremg having a motto inscribed on the bandégu.

"Oh, the horrid frights! Is this your simplex mutids?" some fair reader may possibly exclaim Even
so, lady; according to my poor judgment. Naithlebscun a son gout; and the third, perhaps, may be
destined to the honour of your patronage. It beddnghe present age, being that of a numerous and
distinguished society, who style themselves thddyaBush Bowmen.

Robe, a judicious arrangement of white and gredritevhat and feathers; shoes of grass green. The
bow and quiver slung gracefully over their shousder

Right glad am | to make my escape from the subfecin treating it, one feels like a man treading
among eggs in a taperless room, or the wretch whable to swim, finds the current every moment
hurrying him beyond his depth. Once more on tarmad, let us prize, a gold heart, enriched with a
bow and shaft set in diamonds, a costly stake,ios by the Marchioness of Salisbury. But a list o
the presents distributed, during a series of yégrteading society, will be most satisfactory csirit
affords an opportunity of recording the names ohyna lovely votaress of the shaft and bow.

WOODMEN OF THEFOREST OFARDEN.

September, 179 Gold bugle, - Miss Mordaunt.
Gold arrow, - Miss Moland.
Septemberl795.Gold bugle, - Miss Boultbee.
Gold arrow, - Miss Croxhall.
Septemberl797.Gold bugle, - Mrs. Bree.
Gold arrow, - Hon. Miss Summerfield.
August 1798. Gold bugle, - Mrs. Col. Pack.
Gold arrow, - Miss Mordaunt.
August 1799. Gold bugle, - Miss Beresford.
Gold arrow, - Miss Dighy.
Septemberl800.Gold bugle, - Miss C. Mordaunt
Gold arrow, - Miss Ayre.
August 1801.  Gold bugle, - Mrs. Cartéf*
Gold arrow, - Miss Bree.
August 1802. Gold bugle, - Miss Mordaunt.
Gold arrow, - Miss Hartopp.
August 1804. Gold bugle, - Miss Moland.
Gold arrow, - Mrs. H. Grimes.
Septemberl805.Gold bugle,) - Miss More.
Gold arrow,)
Septemberl806.Gold bugle, - Miss Boultbee.
Gold arrow, - Miss Sharpe.
August 1807. Gold bugle, - Miss C. Grimes.
Gold arrow, - Miss Boultbee.
August 1808. Gold bugle, - Miss Greenway.
Gold arrow, - Miss Bourgeois.

179 etter from Mrs. Jones of Monmouth to Sir Josephk®s.

180 Daughter of the Laird of Arran.
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August 1811. Gold bugle,) - Miss Greenway.
Gold arrow,)
August 1812. Gold bugle,)
Gold arrow,) - Miss Birch.
August 1816. Gold bugle, - Mrs. Tongue.
Gold arrow, - Miss Knightly.
August 1818. Gold bugle, - Miss Bradish.
Gold arrow, - Miss Payne.
August 1832. Gold bracelet, - Miss E. Gresley.
Torquoise gold knot, Miss Isabel Simps

The following are the names of some skilful Fenfalehers of the present day, with the Societies to
which they belong.

ARCHERS OF THEABBEY OF BURY ST.EDMONDS.
Misses Jane Roy and Wilkinson.
HEREFORDSHIREBOWMEN.
Lady Cornwall, Misses Walley, Jane Salway, -- Mingargaret Salway, &c. &c.
MELKSHAM FORESTERS.
Misses Hale, Merewether, &c. &c.
SELWOOD FORESTERS.
Mesdames Medlicot and Plunket; Misses Talbot, Davef@. &c.
WESTSOMERSETARCHERS.
Miss Guerin, &c. &c. &c.
STAFFORDSHIREBOWMEN.
Honourable Mrs. Beaumont, Misses Child, Broughtafroy, Wheeler, Reddlestone, &c.
NEWTON VILLA ARCHERS.
Mesdames Blake and Powell, Miss Sarah Lawton, &c.
SOUTH SAXON ARCHERS.
Conyborough Park.

Ladies Gage and Shiffner; Honourable Mrs. Trevor; dlwable Mrs. Thomas; Misses Wilde, Partington,neyi
and Syms.

DERBYSHIREARCHERS.

July, 1829. Gold medal, - Miss Crumpton.

2d Prize, - Mrs. Julia Fox.

CARISBROOK ARCHERS.

Mrs. Hastings, Miss Glynne, &c. &c.
WESTBERKSHIREUNITED ARCHERY CLUB.
Misses Pearson, Meyrick, Catherine Bulter, &c.
ROYAL SHERWOODARCHERS.

The bracelet presented by his Royal Highness the DtiSussex, to be shot for as the first ladiasepwas
originally won by Mrs. Colonel Wildeman.
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Lady Bromley, Mesdames Hull and Nixon; Miss Barr&n, &c.
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WELSH ARCHERY.

Nyd hyder ond bwa.
There is no dependence but on the bow.

Ancient Welsh Adage.

By yon castle wall, midst the breezes of morning,
The genius of ambria strayed pensive and slow:

The oak wreath was wither'd her temples adorning,
And the wind through its leaves sigh'd its murmunoé.
She gazed on her mountains with filial devotion,

She gazed on her Dee as he roll'd to the ocean,--
And Cambria! poor Cambria! she cried with emotion,
Thou yet hast thy country, thy harp, and thy bow.

Sweep on, thou proud stream, with thy billows alry;
As proudly my warriors have rush'd on the foe;

But feeble and faint is the sound of their glory,

For time, like thy tide, has its ebb and its flow.

E'er now, while | watch thee, thy beauties arerigdi
The sands and the shallows thy course are invading,
Where the sail swept the surges, the sea bird tinga
And thus hath it fared with the land of the bow.

Bishop Heber®*

IT is a remarkable, but hitherto, | believe, an atited fact, that while Englishmen were carrying th
terror of their archery through all the principai¢gdoms of Europe, proving themselves, as the old
chronicle expresses it, "the best allies or thg Weorst foes," they found, even at their own doors,
some most formidable rivals in its practice,--I melae Welsh. To the strength and skill with which
they handled the bow, as much as to the inaccesdiaracter of their native fastnesses, may be
attributed the successful struggles by which timeiependence was long presend.

A knowledge of the bow appears to have existedritai® from the remotest antiquity. In one of the
Triads, mention is made of a mythological or faloslperson, called "Gwrnerth Ergydlym,” or
Powerful Sharpshot; who slew the largest beardhat infested his country with a straw arrow. And
in a composition of the 14th century, the authéensto a tradition of a character somewhat similar
Speaking of an improbable event, it is asked, "Whi#rthat be?" -- "When worthless Deikif® of
Gwynedd is as good an archer as Mydr ap MydvydunAhe son of Aimer"), who could shoot the
wren through his claw, from Caenog, in the Val€btiyd, to Esgair Vervel, in Ireland.”

The discovery of arrow heads of flint and metathia ancient cairns and tumult, so abundantly
scattered over the open downs of Britain, is bettetence that its aboriginal inhabitants were
acquainted with these missiles. A considerable rarrhbs been lately added to the antiquarian
collections of the British Museum. A still largenantity exists at Stourhead, the seat of Sir Rithar
Colt Hoare, Bart. One regards these interestingsralith feelings of deep interest. Their constirtct

181 Mr. Reginald Heber sometimes promoted, by his freharmless merriment of the bow meetings of his
neighbourhood. From the songs which he wrote fisrghrpose, the above passage is selected fonatgary
and historical allusions. It was sung at Harwar@estle, in Flintshire, the seat of Sir Stephen Gé&yrBart.

182 The Normans greatly dreaded the effects of the Maows. William de Brensa, having convened a mget
of the principal chiefs of South Wales at Abergawe@astle, under some colourable pretence, made the
purchase their liberty by swearing they would mofuture, permit any of their fiollowers to travamed with
the bow. "Ne quis gladium ferret viator vel arcum.”

18 David.
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is most ingenious, and the lapse of twenty cerduras made not the slightest change in their @&igin
form and appearance.

Indeed, the compositions of even the most anciegisibards make frequent mention of bow and
arrow. These allusions, however, are not suffityeeplicit to suggest any idea of the state oharg
when they wrote. A poet of the sixth century, app#y advocating the arts of peace, says,

Better is the work of the sickle than of the bow.

Neither Caesar, nor any succeeding writer who feaded of British affairs, describes the ceremonies
practiced by the aboriginal inhabitants, in tha&cldrations of peace and war. During the reign of
Howel Dha, the blast of a horn, and in a more impdostate of the arts, that of a trumpet, borna by
herald throughout the land, summoned its warrioithé battle’®* But a more ancient plan appears to
have been adopted by the Welsh, equally distingdidly its efficacy, its elegance, and its simplicit

In no composition of prose or poetry is this sgealfy described; yet, traces of ancient but olisole
customs may frequently be discerned in the proveflasnation. These, though used in an indirect
sense, and without any reference in the speakert tm the literal or original application, frequin
allow that, as well as the cause of it, to app€aus Lewis or Glynn, alluding to a proclamation of
says,

Bwa rhadded drwy troll Brydain.
A bow was sent throughout Britain.

And in some remote districts of North Wales, whitsemost primitive modes of thought and action
still prevail, the inhabitants thus recommend tinaight path to a stranger's choice.

Ewch ar hyd y bwa head.
Go along the bow of peace.

Here, by the use of an elegant and highly poetizethphor, the path is compared to an unstrung bow.
The natural inference to be drawn from the two prbial expressions is, that different conditions of
this weapon were symbolical of peace and war. Tanea by hostile aggression, a speedy messenger
perambulated the country, bearing the bent bougreakno one dared to disregard. When peace again
extended her olive branch, the joyous tidings veemamunicated by the same weapon, unstrung.

There was heard the sound of a coming foe,
There was sent through Britain a bended bow,
And a voice was poured from the free winds far,
As the land rose up at the sign of war.

'‘Heard ye not the battle horn?

Reaper, leave thy golden corn!

Leave it to the birds of heaven,

Swords must flash, and shields be riven!
Leave it for the winds to shed,

Arm, ere Britain's turf grow red.’'

And the reaper armed like a freeman's son,
And the bended bow, and the voice pass'd on.
'Hunter, leave the mountain chace,

Take the falchion from its place;

Let the wolf go free to-day,

Leave him for a nobler prey!

Let the deer ungall'd sweep by,

Arm thee, --Britain's foes are nigh!

And the hunter armed ere his chace was done
And the bended bow, and the voice passed on.
'Chieftain, quit the joyous feast!

Stay not till the song hath ceased:

184 Roberts.

Though the mead be foaming bright,

Though the fires give ruddy light,

Leave the hearth, and leave the hall--

Arm thee, Britain's foes must fall.'

And the chieftain armed, and the horn was blown,
And the bended bow and the voice passed on.
'Prince, thy father's deeds are told,

In the bower, and in the hold!

Where the goatherd's lay is sung,

Where the minstrel's harp is strung!--

Foes are on thy native seal--

Give our bards a tale of thee!'

And the prince came armed, like a kleader's son,
And the bended bow, and the voice passed on.
'‘Mother, stay thou not thy boy!

He must learn the battle's joy.

Sister, bring the and spear,

Give thy brother words of cheer!

Maiden, bid thy lover part,

Britain calls the strong of heart.'

And the bended bow, and the voice passed on;
And the bards made song for battle won.
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Traces of this singular expedient may likewisedeafl among nations with whom the Welsh could
never have had communication, unless, indeed, sigrathem an oriental descent. Of this there is a
remarkable instance in the history of the Seljulgances.

Mohammed and David, the sons of Seljuk, king of lBwta, by their ambitious and warlike character,
had excited the jealousy of Mahmoud of Gazneh.Dasiof ascertaining indirectly the extent of his
rivals' military resources, the sultan requestenitiio send to his court some confidential persdh wi
whom he might treat of an important affair. Thegmched their uncle Ismael. Mahmoud inquired of
this personage how many troops the Seljucides douatish him, in case circumstances rendered an
alliance expedient on his part.

Ismael, who at that time held a bow and two arrmwss hand, replied, "Send one of these arrows
into our camp, and 50,000 of your servants will mtaon horseback; and if that number should not be
sufficient, then send this other arrow to the hafiBalik, and you may reckon on 50,000 more."
But," said the Gasnevede, dissembling his anxié@tyshould stand in need of the whole force of
your hundred tribes?" "Despatch my bow," firmlylrep Ismael, striking the weapon with his shafts,
"and as it is circulated round' the summons wilbbeyed by 200,000 horsé®

The use of the bow as a declaration of hostilitgosimon in many other parts of the East. When the
king of Bisnagar designs to make war against afghieuring prince, he issues from the capital in
great state, surrounded by his nobles, with cayaifgntry, and elephants, as if about to commence
distant march. Then, detaching himself from hisradaints, he mounts a war horse, superbly
caparisoned, and riding towards the hostile Counlischarges an arrow in the direction of its
frontiers. Immediately a band of cavaliers, wellunted, scour the surrounding country with burning
torches, to announce the days on which the inhatkitre required to repair to the royal cify.

In the customs of the most ancient nations we disctraces of the same expedient. When Cambyses
had subdued Egypt, his ambition prompted him tdrkiasion of Ethiopia. Under presence of

carrying presents to the king, spies were despdttither to ascertain its strength and its resesirc

But the monarch quickly penetrated into their iadracter, and addressed them as follows:-- "If
Cambyses were an honest man, he would desire netimam his own; nor endeavour to reduce a
people under servitude, who have never done himransy."

Then, taking a splendid bow, suspended at his hight, upon a corner of the golden throne whereon
he sat, he thus continued:-- "Give your masterwi@apon, and say the king of Ethiopia advises the
monarch of Persia to make war against his countingn the Persians shall be able thus easily to bend
so strong a bow; and, in the mean time, to thaalgtids, that they never inspired the Ethiopiank wit

a desire of extending their dominions beyond thenblaries of their native country.” Saying this, he

85 M. de Guigne's Hist. of Huns. D'Herbelot, Bib. @nii. Aloupharagius, Dynast. 221, 222.

It may occur to the reader that the more distandé®would not be likely to recognise Ismael's framy other
bow. But nothing was more easy. Orientals of ramkehshort and pithy Arabic sentences --generallgxdract
from the Khoran-- inscribed with their names uplea horns of their bows, and also upon their arrows,
expressive of remote and steady flight. The Danmmbtaded scymetars are marked in this way. His 8tyaje
George the Fourth had exquisite swords of thisrifgigm among his splendid Oriental armoury, whighonce
displayed to the Grand Signior's ambassador at@unt. On being presented with one of more thamarg
beauty, the Turk hesitated, and bending over @ss#d the hilt first upon his forehead, and thdrigdips, with
indications of the profoundest respect. Being qaest as to the cause of this singular ceremonyepiéed,
that' by the inscription on the blade, he knewnit@belonged to the grandfather of the presenasult had
been received with some other presents from Cotirstgate.

"Strength to the arm that wields this blade inghtéous cause, and death to him it reaches," i9bine
sentences occasionally found on Turkish swords.

Arabic characters are inscribed on the points\arg elegant Persian bow in my possession.

186 \/oyages fameux de Sieur Vincent le Blanc. 1649.
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again unstrung the mighty weapon, apparently witlamueffort, and delivered it to the ambassadors.
187

| need scarcely add, that the Persian desistedliismiesign of attempting the conquest of Ethiopia
But let us return to the Welsh. Their ancient maxwohjurisprudence enumerate three weapons with
which it was incumbent on every householder todrestantly provided, against foreign aggression
and domestic plunderers. These are--a sword, a&,sgreha bow with twelve arrows in a quiver.

The Laws of howel dha, or the Good, were frametthéntenth century. He fixes the price of a bow at
one penny; of an arrow, at a farthing. It is therefevident that the ancient Britons manufactuhned t
apparatus of archery at home. If procured from &mdjlthey could not have been sold at so low a
price; for, there, even the most ordinary bow newst less than eightpence. It must be remarked,
however, that we have no means of deciding whetigepenny was of silver or brass; nor is it clear
that the farthing was a fourth part of the penrtye Tormer is a Saxon, the latter, a Welsh word.
However, we may acquire some idea of the relatalaevof these articles, from the following general
list of prices current in that age:--

A spear, 4d. a broad axe, 4d. a filly fourteen dagis4d.; ditto, three years- old, 6d.; a calf Ail
Saints, 4d.; a chicken, 1/4 d.; a water bottle,dlj4 spindle, 1/4d.; a pair of fetters for coleg's
when milked, 1/4 d.; a hayrake, 1/4 d.; a woodavsh 1/4 d.; a fork, 1/4 d.;

Archery was included among the four-and-twenty \Wglames, and in hunting they adhered to the
following regulations. No one was permitted to shatoa beast under chase, or whilst repo&ifymn
pain of forfeiting his bow and arrow to the lordtbé soil. He might shoot at and kill the gamdnédf
could, while the dogs were after it, but was nvaéd to shoot among the dod®. These laws must
be of considerable antiquity, the bear and wildrtbxng enumerated among the animals of chace.
That the bow was used with considerable adroithgske ancient Welsh sportsmen is evident from
the writings of Giraldus Cambrensis. In his Itimgrdne says that Einion, Lord of Gwrthrynion, being
out hunting, one of his attendants killed, withaarow, a hind as she was springing off, which pdove
to be fatter on the haunches and every other Ipanta stag--

Quidam ex suds arcum tenens [qy. tendern?] carvesilientem sagitta perforavit.

Like their English neighbours, the Welsh archeligdeon foreign importation for a supply of superio
bow-wood. It is worthy of remark that Flanders eteghted at the present day for producing all the
apparatus of archers in great perfection, showe leajoyed similar repute nearly two centuries and
half ago. The following anecdote, extant in the $iddhnguage, is given in support of this assertion.
Rhys Wyn, a gentleman advanced in years, cameWiittam Cynwal on a visit to Edmund Prys,
archdeacon of Merioneff’ they found him engaged in archery, shootingythjards, or point blank
distance. After the usual salutations, Rhys Wyrkegbus: "Had | a bow weak enough, old as | am,
you should not shoot alone. Then William said ha &dow that would reach thirty yards, which
Rhys could draw with his little finger. And thetkt replied, "With your permission, | will requebts
man (the archdeacon) to compose a poem, soli¢himd¢pan of it." Cynwal assented, on condition that
he himself should hame the subject of these vebsesiuse his bow was the gift of William Clwtch,
who brought it from Antwerp, However, Rhys Wyn,ding William did not send the subject in time,
solicited the archdeacon to compose the verses appsubject he might choose; and the answer of

18" Herodotus.
188 Just as a modern sportsman is forbidden to shsittireg hare.

%9 |n France, at the present day, the hunter caarfesvling-piece at his saddle bow, with which eveafox is
shot when the dogs are running in to him at full cr

1% One of the early translators of the Bible into ¥elThe date of this transaction is somewhere atE20.
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William by letter was, that the bow had been lentfaster Thomas Prys, but when returned, it should
be sent, or else he would purchase the best bow found in Chestet®

| may observegn passantthat we have here one of a thousand instanceshwhight be adduced to
show the extreme fondness entertained for poetigposition by the Welsh. The birth of a child, @ it
departure from the world; the marriage of a friemduccessful hunting match; the ordinary
occurrences of domestic life; an interchange oftesy, were celebrated, or replied to, by a copy of
verses. In this talent for unpremeditated compmsithey were in nowise inferior to the Italian
improvisator). Gynddelw, the Homer of Welsh bardsé right well is he entitled to the distinction--
addresses one of these complimentary effusionsah®f Madog ap Meredudd Llywelyn. It seems
the chieftain, desirous of testifying his respéeig sent in the whole carcass of a stag which his
hounds chanced to kill before the poet's threshnltike manner, he pours forth his

acknowledgments--

In never-dying verse--

to Blaid, or the Wolf, another munificent patrorhavhad gratified his martial tastes by the presént

a glittering sword,--

The ice-brook's temper.

And in the following lines addressed by GwffuddTaplor, a bard of the thirteenth century, to one
Howell, thanking him for a handsome bow, the readéirsee a further illustration of this remarkable
propensity. It appears in its original dress, beeaassuredly doomed to suffer in my hands by
translation. The Saxon must rest satisfied thiaadt poetic merit; while the vast body of archeiigh w
which the Principality, north and south, abounds,fally competent to form their own opinion:--

Erfid newid nwyf arfer cler a'm clwyf,
Efyniaid i'm rhwyf ydd wyf eidda,

A rhwydd wawd erfyn aroed un flwyddyn
A warawd toppyn felyn fwla;

Arwyddion rhoddi a wna haeloni,

Caledis cronni, crynu a wna;

Eraill a roddai arwydd, rhwydd fydd rhai,
Ped fai a'i dyrrai mor i derra

Eryr, gwyr gwarani arwyr moliant,
Ardunniant ffuiant ytty ffynna;

Edrydd gweinydd gwawd adneu cerdd dafawd,
Arawd o'm meithwawd ytt ni metha,

Er mwyn mirein son morwynawl ddynion,
A son llatheion a'i llettya;

Er mwyn llif ddwyn llaith, gwawr geinllawr
gynllaith,

Gwawd obeith gweniaith a'm gweinydda;
Er lliw lluch lanawr, er nef llef a llawr

Er mwyn gwawr Faelawr nam gofala,

Er cof dof dy frwys ban loywlan lin lwys;
Canwyll Bowys lwys a'm dilyssa,

Fy rhwyf a'm rheufedd o'roi'r gair gommedd;
Rhiannedd Gwynedd a'th ogana,

Celi a droses wrthyd fy neges,

Culwydd a'th roddes lies nyw llaesa,

Colofn Prystallum, coel finian Awrtun,
Catgun cain eiddun ail cunedda,

Calan ddydd pan ddel celenig ddigel.

Howel aer drafel ni wer drofa,

Cydwedd buelin cadedig hadin,

Cyfryn car iessin newn cOr assa;

Cirried nawdd ged nudd car prudd far preidd fudd,
Can nidd Gruffudd na'th rudd na'th ra,

Cader ar curbost cadarn lawfarn lost,

Cad'r ffrost da fuost eithr dy fwa;

Cynnal gwyrirdeb, ac enu, ac wyneb,

Er neb rhyw atteb na'm rhy oetta,

Dos gennad teithfad tuthfa poen dethrol pond
ddoethosti etwa:

Duw a rhydd i ddedwrydd dda,

Diau mi biau 'r bual®?

Chester, to which reference is made in the aneafd®ys Wyn, anciently formed a portion of North
Wales. No part of the Principality was then so fdrfar the excellence of its bowyers, or the number
and frequency of its bow meetings. Among the SIdd6&. is preserved a collection of Moralities

¥1"Many a good bow, besides one in Chestisrdn old English proverb, meaning that merit bgsto no
exclusive rank or locality. | request the readdodar in mind, here, and in other passages fronsW&inals

and poetry, that the translations are renderecliye

192 Tribes of North Wales.
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enacted by the "Bowyers, Fletchers, and Stringefghiat ancient town, about three centuries ago.
Archery also held a place among the festivitiesclwl@nsued on the election of its civic officersd an
very ancient document® gives the following description of what the writgraintly styles "A
Sheriff's Breakfast."

"There is an ancient custom in the city of Chegtex,origin of which is now unknown. On Easter
Monday, every year, commonly called Black Monda&g, two sheriffs of the city do shoot for a
breakfast of calf's head and bacon; commonly caliedheriffs' breakfast. This is the manner of it.
The day previous, the drum soundeth through tlyewith a proclamation for all gentlemen, yeomen,
and good fellows, that will come with their boweslaarrowes, to take part with one sheriff or the
other; and upon Monday morning, on the Rooddaynthgor, shreeves, aldermen, and other
gentlemen being there, the one sheriff choosethanthe other sheriff chooseth another' and so of
all the archers; then one sheriff he shooteth thather sheriff he shooteth; the mark being tevelv
score yards distant. Thus they proceed, until tehe¢s be won. Then all the winner's side go up
together first, with arrowes in their hands; arldted loser's, with bowes in their hands, togetbehe
Common Hall of the city. There the mayor, alderngamtlemen, and the rest take part of the said
breakfast in loving manner. This is yearly dondging a commendable exercise, a good recreation,
and friendly assembly. Another curious regulationeexisted in this ancient city. Every man who
chanced to be married there on a Shrove Tuesdayegased to deliver to the Drapers' Company, in
the presence of the mayor, a silver arrow, valielghillings or upwards, instead of the footbdll o
silk and velvet, which they had been accustomeauiéeent time out of mind, according to the ancient
customs of Chester. The arrow was given by theoailits as a prize for the encouragement of

shooting with the longbow***

We have very erroneous ideas, or rather no ideh, @s to what extent civilization prevailed among
the ancient Welsh. Generally speaking, my Saxomtrgonen conceive them to have been little better
than a nation of cannibals, and their languagattser lessunderstood than the Sanscrit or the
Chinese. Yet, whilst England, in common with thet iif Europe, was sunk in the darkest ignorance,
there flourished in Wales succession of men ofuggenivhose compositions, in my estimation, were
scarcely surpassed during the brightest epochriafpetry in Greece. Foremost amongst these stands
Davyth ap Gwilym, the archer bard, an equally ardetary of Apollo in his two-fold capacity as god
of the bow and the lyre. Of his enthusiasm forl#teer | shall hereafter present my readers witheso
pleasing instances. And if splendid original imagenited to the most harmonious versification exalt
their possessor to the highest walks of poetryfahewing passages alone will be amply sufficiemt
confirm the pretensions of one at least of Cantearly bards.

193 Bankes's MS. Collections.
194 Bankes's MSS.
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TO SUMMER

And wilt thou, then, obey my power,
Thou summer, in thy brightest hour?

To her*** thy glorious hues unfold,

In one rich embassy of gold!

Her morns with bliss and splendour bright,
And fondly kiss her mansions white;
Fling wealth and verdure o'er her bow'rs,
And for her gather all thy flow'rs.

Oh ! lavish blossoms with thy hand

On all the forests of the land,

And let thy gifts, like floods descending,
O'er every hill and glen be blending;

Let orchard, garden, vine express

Thy fulness and thy fruitfulness.

Around the land of beauty fling

The costly traces of thy wing!

And thus, 'mid all thy radiant flowers,
Thy thick'ning leaves and glassy bowers,
The poet's task shall be to glean

Roses and flowers that softly bloom,
(The jewels of the forest's gloom

I And trefoils wove in pavement green,
With sad humility to grace

His golden Ivor's resting-place.

MAY.

Many a poet in his lay

Told me May would come again;
Truly sang the bards, for May
Yesterday began to reign!

She is like a bounteous lord,

Gold enough she gives to me;

Gold --such as we poets hoard--
'Florins' of the mead and tree,
Hazel flowers, and 'fleurs de lis.'
Underneath her leafy wings

| am safe from treason's stings.

I am full of wrath with May

That she will not always stay!
Maidens never hear of love,

But when she has plumed the grove.
Giver of the gift of song

To the poet's heart and tongue,
May ! majestic child of heaven,

To the earth in glory given!

Verdant hills, days long and clear,
Come when she is hov'ring near.
Stars, ye cannot journey on
Joyously when she is gone!

Ye are not so glossy bright,
Blackbirds, when she takes her flight.
Sweetest art thou, nightingale;
Poet, thou canst tell thy tale

With a lighter heart, when

May Rules with all her bright array®®

Davyth ap Gwilym flourished about the middle of the@teenth century. Gifted with an unlucky taste
and talent for satirical composition, he embroiéaiself with his relatives at an early period & i
and, quitting their protection, sought refuge ia tastle of Ivor, surnamed Hael, or "the Generous,"
where he was received with affectionate kindness cHaracteristic pursuits at the court of the
chieftain, who resided at Basaleg in Monmouthstsre,aptly described in the following lines:--

Honours great for me are stored,

If I live, from Ivor's hand,;

Hound and huntsman at command,
Daily banquet at his board.
Princely baron | at the game

With his piercing shafts to aim,
And to let his falcons fly

On the breezes of the skY.

Besides being an elegant poet and minstrel, faidnged admirably upon the harp, his national
instrument, he may be regarded as the very bealiafl@ man of fashion in that age. According to a
tradition current in the reign of Queen Elizabéth was tall, slender, and wore his fair yellow hair
flowing in ringlets upon his shoulder® His dress was equally foppish, in conformity wiitie

practice of the age in which he lived.

Thus accomplished, and connected by the ties tf With many an ancient family, he spent his time
very pleasantly, as he himself tells, us, in stiglfrom the court of one chieftain to that of dmex
happier than his entertainers, though they enjolyeghossession of a mansion in every district of

19 Glamorganshire.

1% Maelog.

97 iterally, hawking, singing with the harp, shootiagmarks, and shooting the bounding deer."

198 Gwilym himself alludes to this, with the curiouddition that the girls, instead of attending toittfievotion,
used to whisper at church that he had his sidtaitson his head.--Maelog.



Wales, as he fancied he might secure the affectbesery beauteous, maid. Here, however, as in
many an ardent youthful aspiration besides, andititgtanding his great bodily and mental
endowments, anticipation seems either to have wulvel cold realities of success, or, else, poor
Gwilym, like greater heroes, found

Increase of appetite to grow with what it fed on.

He became utterly dissatisfied with his progreshase love passages, and then, as usual, poured
forth his chagrin in melodious verse.

The archer who aims at the target his blow,

Shakes the dust from his arrow, the dust from big; b
And ne'er shall he loose forth his brave shaft imya

If he aim but aright, if he shoot but with pain.'

But, poor bard! if one maiden but fall to thy lot,

In a thousand, alas! 'tis a mere random shot.

Gwilym was an enthusiastic, and therefore a skiduther; and an allusion to this accomplishment
furnishes us with a curious illustration of the mars of his age. It appears that to possess g costl
bow of foreign wood, was as indispensable to thdisfoequipment of a young and handsome Welsh
gallant five centuries ago, as a polished sted&¢ilapier to the modern visitant at court. "Y edtgr,"
says he, "l was in anxious mood and ardent expentdieneath a shadowy tree, with the gold and
jewel upon my broé®, waiting the arrival of Gwenllian." Whilst thus geged, there appears in the
distance, what he elsewhere styles "a harsh-voamgthating, poultryeating fox." He then adds, "I
aimed between my hané&® with a valuable yew bow, which came from abroatkriding to send a
keen arrow from the forest, dark headed, to dyédiswith blood. | drew--oh, unlucky shot! it pasis
by his head altogether; alas! my bow is splinténéol a thousand pieces®

From another passage contained in his works, gagthat the Welsh bow was sometimes adorned
with gilding, a practice nowhere alluded to by miters of our own country’>® Animadverting upon

the fashion of young women overloading themselviéls @naments, which appears to have been very
prevalent in the fourteenth century, he signiftest teal beauty has no occasion for them, and that
they are assumed only to conceal some glaring tefec

"The yew bow," says he, "which is so unsound, ithatll presently break in two halves, is covered
with gold on the back; and then, appearing an uradgah article, is sold at a high price." | have here
rendered the words literally from the Welsh; hemitards pursues the same sentiment, in the
following beautiful strain of poetry, translated Blaelog:--

Would the pure lustre of the warlike mail,
That hangs on yon white waff with glimmerings pale,

19 have elsewhere said that the ancient archertispiickle over the chimneypiece.

2050 expressed in the original, and worn eitheoimgliment to his mistress, or intended as a presemer,
which the gallantry of Gwilym renders probable. 8heas perhaps whom he invites to "the houseafds," in
one of his most graceful sonnets, commencing,--

Maid of dark and glossy tresses,
Humbly | request,

In Dol Aéron's green recesses,
Thee to be my guest, &c. &c.

21 The archer shooting at an elevation aims betweslefiiand right hand.
292 | jteral translation.

293\When James the First, in his progress from Sastleame to Rippon in Yorkshire, the townsmen prieskn
him with a gilt steel bow, and a pair of spurs afive manufacture. But that is quite a differerfiaiaf

2% The interior, as well as the outside, of Welsh ¢gudwellings, is kept most assiduously whitewasHete
occupants extend this care even to the gates and stiles of their vicinity.

-03 -



Gleam brightly thus, if muffled and concealed
In the long tabard--that with many a shield
And many a rich emblazonry is dyed

By painter's hand, and all diversified

With rare devices? On the brow of snow,
E'en thus, no diadem fresh glory can bestow!

This bard is inexhaustible in his allusions to ananplishment in which he excelled as much as he
did in poetry. He instructs us that the Welsh arcet at flying game with the confidence and
dexterity that distinguishes a modern sportsmaneMlamenting the ill success which had attended
his addresses to his mistress, he compares hitoselfnan standing on the beach "with a yew 8w
in his hand," and shooting at the sea-gulls; whthaerecovers his shafts, nor gains possessitimeof
objects at which he aims. "My poetic strains,” sBasyth ap Gwilym, "are all sent forth in vain; as
well might | discharge an arrow at the stars. lahiginal Welsh, this sentiment, as well as the
following lines, addressed to the sea gull, arérdjsished by great felicity of expression:--

Bird, that dwellest on the spray,

White as yon moon's calm array,

Dust thy beauty ne'er may stain,
Sunbeam gauntlét® of the main!

Wilt thou, lily of the sea,

Draw near, and, hand in hand with me,
To the beauteous maiden's home--
Nun that dwellest in the foam,

With thy glossy figure climb

Round her castle walls sublime?

Even in the most trifling matters he introducessithns to the bow, so as to make them highly
picturesque. When addressing the roebuck, whiateBpatches with a letter to the object of his
affections, he tells the animal not to allow angtalsle to impede his course, nor to fear

The grinded® arrow.

Sending the skylark on a similar errand, the pdet@nishes his messenger, should he be exposed to
the archer's aim, to turn his flight above his hamlilst the arrow passes by

Sentinel of the dawning light, ‘Twixt darkness and the light!

Reveller of the spring! And find --Heaven's blessing on thy pinions rest!--
How sweetly, nobly, wild thy flight-- My lady love --the moonlight of the West!

Thy boundless journeying. No woodland caroller art thou,

Far from thy brethren of the woods, alone, Far from the archer's eye;

A hermit chorister before God's throne! Thy course is o'er the mountain's brow,

O wilt thou climb yon heavens for me, Thy music in the sky!

Yon starry turret's height, Then fearless be thy flight, and strong,

Thou interlude of melody, Thou earthly denizen of angel soAY.

295 The Welsh writers of this period, generally add gpithet, when naming the bow.
2% The bird, with its indented wings spread over &, $s here compared to the open fingers of a gunt

297 1f my memory does not fail me, Sir Walter ScottkesRichard invite Saladin "to run three courseh wi
grinded spears."

208 iteral translation.

209 Maelog observes, that, in the original, the imagego rich and diversified, it is almost imposeibd give a
close translation. The preceding, therefore, mustnsidered in the light of an imitation, an exgies of the
leading ideas, rather than as a complete and d@edwaaslation. Of similar character are some stadressed
to the wind, commencing:--
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After he had fallen into the sear and yellow l¢lag poet evinces the same predilection for the ynanl
pursuits of his early youth. With a natural plegséatisfaction, he alludes to the period when hgdco
rapidly ascend the hill, leap, swim the torrenteially "the eye of the pool,"--and shoot with tiewv
Indeed, if the following passage, from one of hig$t poems, be received as a faithful picturdsf h
mental condition towards the close of life, we bandly conceive a more melancholy contrast to that
bold and vivacious spirit which had previously aated this most distinguished of our old Welsh
bards.

Youth has fled, and, like a dart,
Grief is planted in my heart;

All the joy of life is gone,
Strengthen me, thou Secret Of&.

* * *

In the grove no more | coat

On the cuckoo, and the note

Of the nightingale -- no more

Pine for the maiden | adore--

For the kiss and murm'ring voice
Of the lady of my choice!

Age's pangs are on my brow,
(Love is not my sickness now!)
Love and all his joys are o'er,

E'en his memory | deplore!

All my strength like chaff is sear;
Death is threateningly near!

Near is the impending doom--
Earth, and darkness, and the tomb.
Christ, my thoughts-- my footsteps lead!
Amen--no other guide | need.

The "History of the Gwydir Family," alluding to ttstyle of living, and amusements, common to
persons of rank and fortune, in Wales, during #igrr of Edward V., says it was the fashion of thos
days for gentlemen and their retainers to asseddilg, to shoot matches and masteries. There was
then no individual of any note in the country, wia a cellar well stocked with wine, which was sold
for his profit. Thither came his friends to meanhf** They spent the day in wrestling, shooting,
throwing the sledge, and other feats of activity.

Even in times of peace and apparent security, talsMMEhieftain never laid aside his bow. One Jevan
ap Robert was returning on horseback from Chirklamdhis residence, near Galt-y-morfa-hir, by
moonlight. Unconscious of present danger, he raaeéaods, chatting carelessly with his men.
Suddenly, an arrow lighted amongst them, from flieside, which was then clothed with wood. They
immediately halted, and, drawing their bows, shicdeven together towards the spot where they
conceived the archer to be secreted. On seardmingdod, it was discovered that one of their random
arrows had killed their assailant, who proved tdHeethird brother of a family with whom Jevan ap

Bodiless glory of the sky,

That, wingless, footless, strong, and loud,
Leap'st on thy starry path on high,

And chauntest midst the mountain cloud;
Fleet as the wave, and fetterless as light!

210 A Welsh epithet for the Deity.

21 Traces of this custom may still be seen inGwew bach,or private drinking matches of the Welsh peasantry
Their liquor is, of course, of a homelier descripticthe bonnie nut-brown ale.

- 05 -



Robert was at deadly feud. The whistling of theftslag it flew through the air, and the direction i
which the feathers pointed after alighting on theugd, may have indicated the spot whence the
archer aimed, yet, even with this assistance,ntdst extraordinary they should have killed him.

That the inhabitants of a country like ancient V¥abould have gone continually armed, cannot be a
matter of surprise. A man's person and propertywable to continual aggression, and he naturally
carried with him those weapons in the use of whielielt the greatest confidence. But when sent to
court the Muses, within "academic bowers and leahadls,"” it is reasonable to suppose the
formidable bow and shafts might be laid aside. $tgthowever, in our English universities, where the
young Welshman retained them as pertinaciouslyteswraversing the wildest glen of his native
land.

Whilst Cardinal Otho was holding a synod at Oxfdre lodged in the Abbey of Osney. One day, a
number of students thronged about the gates ottliice, and commenced an affray with the legate's
men, who vainly endeavoured to repel them withrtstgives. It so happened, that a poor Irish scholar
made good his entry into the Abbot's kitchen, gmpr@aching the dresser, besought the cook, for
God's sake, to give him something to satisfy hésiolg hunger But the brutal fellow, whose pampered
stomach prevented his feeling for the distressesother, in a great fury took up a ladle full ot h
broth, and cast it into the Irishman's face. Se#img a Welsh scholar, who stood by, exclaimed,
"What, mean we to suffer this villany?" Then segzan arrow, he set it in his bow, which he had
caught uzezat the beginning of the fray, and draviing the head, let fly at the cook, and slew him
outright.

The portraiture of an accomplished bowman has beerdmirably sketched by one of their early
writers, that its insertion here becomes a mafteparse. Aware, however, that a Welshman of the
fourteenth century, speaking only his native lamgyavould in the nineteenth be scarcely intelligibl
to one English reader of a thousand, it is requisitmebody should act as his interpretEdrhis task
has been undertaken by one well qualified, whathagpleasure of introducing to their acquaintance
lolo Goch, "lolo the Red," bard of the chieftaine@tiower.

I will first state, by way of prologue, that a cadexable degree of jealous enmity existed betwken t
chieftains, as well as people, of the two divisioh§Vales?** When Dafydd ab Owen Gwynedd,
prince of the north, had honourably received samgéifes from the south, his courtiers insinuated
that such an act of condescension was too greatrtisvithe subjects of a rival, who would not show
the least respect to any of his; whereupon Dafyduate a great oath, that he would not rest until
satisfied whether the Lord Rhys of South Wales wadt honourably receive an envoy sent from his
court. Some time elapsed before he could meetavitbrson qualified for, or willing to undertake a
mission so delicate; and at length Gwgan the Baxsl fixed upon as his messenger. But Gwgan then
dwelt in Powysland, and the exact place of hieedtwas unknown. As a preliminary step, therefore,
Dafydd ap Owen despatched a shrewd active felldleccg Paun Bach, to make the necessary
inquiries. On arriving in Powysland, it was speg@iscertained that Caer Einion, Gwgan's abode, lay
in a sequestered valley bordered by a forest. Tasvdre close of a summer's day, y Paun Bach
entered this lonely spot; and as he rode slowhydods, the sounds of music broke upon his ear. He
halted to listen. It was a harp, whose sweetnesktlee style of modulation, told that his errandswa
accomplished. On reaching the snow-white cottageravon a fragment of rock the minstrel reclined
with his harp, Dafyd's messenger, desirous of apeaiconversation, demanded, with a bold ruffling
air, where he could put up his horse.

Gwgan, laying down the harp, replied in a simikaais:--

212 Hollinshed.

21370 the kindness of the Rev. Thomas Price, of CriakipBreconshire, a name long familiar to the aensir
of ancient British lore, | am indebted for this r@kable passage. The original MS is in the librdrthe London
Welsh School.

24 Tribes of North Wales," twelve copies, for privaieculation only.
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"Turn him loose into the forest," said the bardh&re some night prowler will save ye the trouble of
catching him again, for he'll take a spring upantiack, and give him such a heel-stab (sawer feath)
will send him to Nictref beyond Seis nictref®

"But," replies the other, "suppose | were in yonsleping wood opposite, and in my hand a bow of
red yew ready bent, with a tough tight string, argtraight round shaft with a well rounded nock,
having long slender feathers of a green silk fasteft®, and a sharp-edged steel head, heavy and
thick' and an inch wid&’, of a green blue temper, that would draw bloodad#t weathercock. And
with my foot to a hillock, and my back to an oakddhe wind to my back, and the sun towards my
side; and the girl | love best, hard by, lookingreg; and | conscious of her being there ;--I would
shoot him such a shot, so strong and far drawlgwe@nd sharp, that it would be no better thereawer
between him and me a breast-plate and a Milan mutbean a whisp of fern, a kiln rug, or a herring
net!"

Bravo, y Paun Bach ! thou Mercutio of bowmen; wgriissociate art thou of that splendid conception
of Avon's bard: the same in reckless humour anmhgaourage; equal, too, in skilful use of your
respective weapons. He with the glittering tolegmy with gallant grey goose-wing.

It is a very natural supposition, that the authfathe above passage was one who had himself proved
the sharpness of his arrows against the harnessr dfnglish knights. " Drawing blood out of a
weathercock," is a bold and original idea; while theffectual protection which even the steel hakbe
afforded against shafts so vigorously aimed, restter allusion to a whisp of fern, &c., strikingly
apposite.

The shot contemplated by this adroit bowman woaliirally be a very distant one. How admirable is
his enumeration of the requisites for such an aipitis arrow must have the well-rounded nock, with
the slender or low feathering, peculiar to a flighaft; the hillock and the oak give firmness t® hi
position; a "down wind" will assist the arrow'gfttit; and to avoid fighting with the sun in frontasv
one of the most important manoeuvres of our oldiEh@rchers. Again, the arrow is to be strongly
and far drawn; because, when well aimed, it isguélven close up to the he&d.- He looses

sharply, since that is equally essential to sucd&gshe lowness of its range, we judge of the
extraordinary power of his bow; for the parabolicve in which an arrow flies towards a distant
object, is diminished in proportion to the forcetloé weapon whence it is discharged. Lastly, tbhat n
favourable influence might be wanting, the maidghis affecttions must witness his dexterity; her
smiles, at once its inspiration and its reward.

The termination of Gwgan's embassy may as welldoed On arriving at Lord Rhys castle, he found
him in a furious temper, beating his servants athing his dogs. Gwgan knowing it was no time to

2> Nictref beyond Seis nitred sort of punning unmeaning expression, as isaié, "to Sack town beyond
Saxon town."

#® The common Welsh word for the feathers of arrows, that used here, i®n-cawiag compounded dfon,
the butt end, andawiad a whipping or lapping round. The same woativiad and the verlsawiaw are used
for whipping on a fish-hook, so that the meaningnza be mistaken. Previously to gluing on the feeghthe
arrow-makers, Flemish as well as English, wind allspeation of green or scarlet floss silk round thgt end
of the stele, for the breadth of a quarter of ajrexactly where the two extremities of the feath lie. Its
use is to afford a firmer hold. They also wind saléuirns of the same over the upper end of the,gtaned
away fine, in order to prevent its catching theharts flesh. This custom is very ancient, and affardull
interpretation to the phrase, "green silk fasteriing

The Orientals wing their arrows by sewing on thetfees with fine threads, stripped from the tendoingeer
and other animals. But this plan has never, to nonhtedge, been adopted in Europe. It is very inge@nd the
delicate fibres of the feather suffer by the opgeratlf we imagine a thread of green silk to haeebso used by
the Welsh, here is another explanation. The othes faowever, so much resemble the English arrcat,ith
seems highly probable the allusion is as | havedtato be.

217 The usual breadth of an ancient barbed arrow.

28'Draw archers, -- draw your arrows to the headShakspeare
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appear, delayed his business until the following dad then, in a long speech, still extant in Mfe.,

let the noble descendant of Rhys ab Tewdwr knowhtsamaster had made him the bearer of a
complimentary message; and if he were well receiliechad commission from his prince to thank the
Lord Rhys; if not, he had commission to act onrtheerse. Struck by his boldness, Rhys asked him in
what would his honourable reception consist. Gwggatied, "In giving me a horse better than my
own, to carry me home; in giving me five poundsnoney, and a suit of clothes; in giving my servant
who leads my horse by the bridle, a suit of clotla@sl one pound.” "Marry," cried the prince, "l iwil
give thee the noblest steed of my stud, for the sdikhy royal master; and, above thy demand, Il wil
double the sums, and treble the suits of appaBel. Gwgan returned home, having executed his
commission to the mutual satisfaction of both pggicSome curious references to the household
arrangements of our ancestors are scattered thtbedtistory of this embassy. He speaks of dinner
beneath a canopy, to prevent the dust and cobwetnsfélling upon the dishes, and of a screen for
protecting his shins from the scorching embers gifen ash wood fire.

Before we bid adieu to lolo Goch, it is but fairjistify our preference, by permitting a rival -eoaf
the bards of England-- to stand upon his defenah#¥e a pleasing description of the old English
archer in Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. La voici!

The Squire's Yeoman.

A yeoman had he and servants no mo

At that time, for him list to riding so.

And he was clad in coat and hose of green;
A sheaf of peacock's arrows bright and keen
Under his belt he bare full thriftily;

Well could he dress his tackle yeomanlie.
His arrows drooped not with feathers low,
And in his hand he bare a mighty bow.

A nott head had he, with a brown visage;
Of wood-craft well couth he all the usage.
Upon his arm he ware a gay bracer,

And by his side a sword and bokeler;

And on that other side, a gay dagger
Harnised well, and sharp as point of spear;
A Christopher on his breast of silver shene,
A horn he bare, the baldric was of green.

A for'ster was he, soothlie as | guesse.

Among the Welsh, a robust and hardy race of moneéas, instances of strong and distant archery
were doubtless common enough, though a solitarsnpkaonly occurs to me at the present moment.
It relates to one of those private feuds whichhbontWales and England, retarded the progress of
civilisation during the fourteenth and fifteentmogries, and which, like the lex talionis of theahs,
demanded blood for blood. Robin ab Gruffydd Goebkdiat the Graianllyn. At that time, Rhys ab
Gruffydd Goch was slain at Tal y Sarn. Then wenbiRpand Howel his brother, across the ferry; and
having scaled Conway Castle, they entered, sefmeddnstable, and cut off his head on the garreglas
(grey rock), in front of the town. Llewelyn of Naaum, had shot across the river Conway, at a man
from the upper side of the town--the parson of &igg--and had killed him. This was accounted one
of the longest shots by which a person was ever; €lad, on that account, Robin ap Gruffydd Goch
took his revengé?™®

The Conway is one of the few Welsh rivers | haveenseen; but an individual in the camp of Henry
lll., A.D. 1243, describes it, under the castleaasnall arm of the sea. This river separated the
English from the spot where the Welshman lay enetinple adds that, at full tide, its breadth was
about a bow-shot. Doubtless, what passed for gbodtgg at Conway, must have been so in reality.
No place in Europe witnessed finer displays of arghfor there the best troops of England, heaged b

219 From a collection of Historical Notices on the WreLanguage.
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the English kings, had often encountered the Waellsio, fighting under their Prince's banner. | have
recently seen another account of this transacliosthere said that Llewellyn of Nannau shot from
Carnarvon Castle, and that the man at whom he amasdstanding upwards of eight hundred yards
off. The archer's elevated position renders tht®ant as by no means improbable, for Robin Hood is
traditior;g)lly reported to have cast an arrow a railene flight, from the battlements of Whitby
Abbey.

From numerous facts recorded by their native himbsr we learn that, renowned as was the skill of
the English archers, they stood in considerabladicd the Welsh bow. In the Welsh chronicle of
Caradoe of Llancarvan, written in the Welsh langyaigis said that, about the year 1120, Henry II.
undertook an expedition into Wales. He was oppagederedith ap Blethyn, and his nephews,
Einon, Madoc, and Morgan, sons of Cadwgan ap Biethynd as the king approached the confines of
Powys, Meredith despatched a few young archersioaaly pass to meet him, that they might with
their arrows annoy his army. When the king arrigethe pass, it happened that the young men were
there to meet him, and they opposed the king andrmny with much tumult, discharging their arrows
among the troops. After killing many and woundiniyess, one of these youths drew his bow and
loosed an arrow amongst the host; and it lightezhupe strong part of the king's armour, opposie h
heart, without his knowing the person who struak;rand the arrow did not injure the king, on
account of the excellence of his harness, for helweast-platetf’; and the arrow glanced against his
armour. But nevertheless the king became excegdiagified, being seized with as great a dread as
if he had been pierced through. And he orderedtms to encamp, and demanded who had the
boldness to assault him 60 daringly. It was told,lsome young men belonging to Meredith ap
Blethyn. Then sent he messengers requesting thaldwome to him on truce. And they came. And
he asked who sent them there; and they said, itesedith, &c. Then sware Henry, "By the death of
our Lord," his usual profane oath, that the arrawme not from a Welsh, but an English bow. He
perhaps considered

Nor helm nor hauberk's twisted mail,

to be any protection against the former; and, filéstaff, regarding discretion as the better part o
velour, made peace with the Welsh prince, and iniatelg returned to England. Meredith agreed to
pay him ten thousand head of cattle, but this tetappears to have been merely nominal, to saye the
king's credit with his own subjecté?

During the expedition of Henry Il. into Wales, alN@n baron, named Hubert de St. Clare, constable
of Colchester, distinguished himself by an acteroic self-devotion to that monarch. Whilst the
English army were attempting to force the passdgeboidge, the king was aimed at by a Welsh
archer, who recognised him among the assailantsafiiow must inevitably have transfixed him, had
not this valiant knight sprung forward, and recdiytein his own bosom, of which wound he instantly
died.

In reference to the first of these anecdotes,riédsonable to presume Henry and his body guairois to
protected by the best armour of that age. The samark will apply to a baron so wealthy and
powerful as Hubert de St. Clare. Such, then, wagktraordinary vigour with which these Welshmen
plied their bows.

The "yew bow," -- "the bow of red ye¥#?," with the characteristics of drawing and loosiag
sufficiently explicit of the kind of archery in usenong these sons of Cambria's death-clad hills. It

20 See Ritson.
221j e, wore a breast-plate independently of the ordichgin mail.

22 caradoc of Llancarvan, the author of this histamgte about the year 1140, only twenty years afieds.
He consequently must have been minutely acquaisitédbll the details of that event.

2| may here remark that Ossian, describing thedfilrealth upon one of his hero's cheeks, comphgss to a
"red yew-bow." Does not this say something fordbéenticity of the poems? The comparison wouldenev
suggest itself to any but an archer, which Macpirergas not.
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was therefore the long-bow, not the arbalist, tactvtthe chronicler and the bard refer. Indeed,
wherever mention of the cross-bow occurs, it ikepaof contemptuously, as a weapon peculiar to the
Flemings and French. There is a striking illustnatf this national difference the poems of our old
friend David ap Gwilym. A wealthier and more foraita rival, whom the poet contemptuously styles
"Hunchback," had succeeded in winning from himaffections of his Morvyth?* Alluding to the
departure of this person, with three hundred mzjgib Edward Ill. in France, previous to the battl

of Cressf25, he calls upon the arbrysiwr, that is, the arlbaljor cross-bowman, to despatch him with
his albras, "that short stirrup stick2®

224Will the reader digress a few moments from thdeszthn hand, to peruse the following exquisiteradd of
Gwilym to his mistress. The constancy of his affattiunited to the glowing harmony of his versifioat have
justly earned for him the appellation of CambrRetrarch.

All my life time | have been Stag-like tracked the forest shade \when | am from her far away,
Bard to Morvyth, "golden mein!"  For the foam complexioned maid, | have neither laugh nor lay !
| have loved beyond belief; Whom with passion firm and gay  Neither soul nor sense is left,
Many a day to love and grief | adored mid leaves of May | am half of mind bereft,
For her sake has been a prey, Mid a thousand I could tel\yhen she comes, with grief | part,
Who cloth wear the moon's array ! One elastic footstep well! And am altogether heart !
Pledged my truth from youth till | could speak to one sweet maidgongs inspired, like flowing wine,
now, (Graceful figure !) by her shade  Rysh into this mind of mine;
To the girl of glossy brow. I could recognize till death, sense enough again comes back
Oh, the light her features wear, One sweet maiden by her breath! To direct me in my track !
Like the bursting torrents glare !  From the nightingale, could learn Not one hour shall | be gay,
Oft by love bewildered quite, Where she tarries, to discern;  \hjle my Morvyth is away !
Have my aching feet all night There, his noblest music swells M

Through the portals of the dells ! AELOG

25 Great numbers of Welsh served at Cressy and Bicind it is some where said that a considepatsteon
consisted of archers. Among those who distinguishethselves at Poictiers, was a gentleman of Nddles,
called SIR HOWEL Y VWYAL, "Sir Howel of the BattleaXeBy the Welsh, he is said to have been the
identical person who captured the French king,thisdremarkable tradition is confirmed by a passaghe
Harleian MS. No. 2298. "Sir Howell y Fwyall, ab Eoni, ap Gruffith, ap Howell, ap Meredith, ap Einiap,
Gwgan, ap Meredith Goch, ap Collwyn, ap TangnogdaBir Howell y Fwyall or Sir Howell Pole Axe, frohis
constant fighting with that warlike instrumentidtsaid he dismounted the French King, by cuttifidis
horse's head at one blow with his battle-axe, aold him prisoner; and that as a trophy of victdry bore the
arms of France, with a battle-axe in bend sinigtgent." [1] However this may have been, his vena
conduct on that occasion induced the Black Pringeward him with the constableship of Chester@nidketh
castles, with the rent of Dee Mills[2] in Chestand other matters of profit. He also bestowed asroémeat to
be served up before his battle-axe, or partisarevfer; which was afterwards to be carried dowd, gimen to
the poor. The following lines commemorate the event

"Seiger fy feigyr fwyall,--doeth pon gar bron y Bien

Gwedy'r maes, gwaed ar ei min; ei dysaig a'l dewisw

A'l diod oedd weed a dwr."
Serve up the feast before my gallant battle-axes-d¢ame before the king, after the foughten fialith blood
upon its edge; its banquet and its choicest beeanag then the streaming gore.

[1] And on the same manner of wyce, a poor arofight have taken a prynce or noble
lord; and so, the armes of that prisoner, he mayghim and his heyrs:"Book of St.
Albans,by dame Juliana Berners.

[2] "If thou hadst Dee Mills, thou wouldst speait]” is a Cheshire proverb, indicative of
their profitable revenue.

226 The cross-bow had an iron stirrup, in which the feas placed to steady the weapon, whilst the atménet
his steel bow by means of the windlass.
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And thou, cross-bowman true and good,
Thou shooter with the faultless wood,
Send me an arrow through his brain,
(Who of his fate will ere complain!)
Then from thy quiver, take and aim

A second arrow through his frame;

Well will the varlet's corpse be known
By the stiff beard so scantly sown;
Haste with thy stirrup fashioned bow,
To lay the hideous varlet low!

Foreign service, and the abatement of prejudicasampuent upon it, seem to have reconciled the
natives of this country to the use of the cross-bdluen Edward I. invaded Scotland to take
possession of its crown, there was about his peadbielsh servant named Lewin, the most expert
crossbow man in the whole army, of whose fidel#gyemtertained a very high opinion. On one
important occasion the king wrote letters to hisrail at home, to advertise them of his proceedings
and delivered the packet to Lewin, commanding limroceed to London with all possible despatch,
for he knew him to be a very speedy messengerpdhsession of a liberal sum, given him to bear his
charges, proved too strong a temptation for one dtbnever been remarkable for his sobriety; he
therefore betook himself to a tavern, and riotoesigsumed the money in play and good cheer, until
the night was far spent.

At day-dawn the following morning, he affected teare for his errand; but pretended an
unwillingness to depart until he had once more it some displeasure” to the Scots with his
weapon. He therefore bribed a companion to takeget??’ and bear it before him to the castle walls,
whilst he followed with his cross-bow.

On reaching the gates, he called loudly to the er@rdn the walls to let down a cord and draw him
up, for he had important communications to makinéir captain, cc touching the secrets of the King
of England." The guards complied with his requast] on being introduced to the commanding
officer, who was at breakfast, he addressed himm:thtBehold, sir, here ye may peruse the King of
England's papers; and now appoint me to some cofribe wall, and you shall straightway see
whether | can handle a cross-bow, or not, to defeagainst your adversaries,"--at the same time
offering a box in which the letters were contained.

When all present, except the captain, eagerly eld$ir see its contents, he interposed, and, likara
of honour, declared the box should remain untouchibdn going to a high tower, he called aloud to
the companions of the traitorous messenger, dgdiniem to inform the King of England that one of
his servants had fled to the castle with an intentd betray his despatches, intimating, at theesam
time, a desire to deliver up him and the lettarglligence was accordingly conveyed to Lord John
Spencer, who immediately sent a guard up to théisyfadbm which Lewin was let down and marched
off to the English camp.

"As soon as the King understood this," says Hdtleéts "he much commended the honest respect of
the captain; and whereas he had caused engineg&iskbd to annoy them within, he commanded the
same to cease; and withal, upon their captainisgrainted them liberty to send unto John Baliml, t
give him to understand in what sort they stoodtdAshing the Welshman, he was drawn and hanged
upon a high gallows prepared for him on purposéeasell deserved #*® It must be recollected that
the Welshmen in Edward the First's army were, n@driiem, serving against their will, and the
nation in general had not become reconciled tgtigernment.

2" The soldier armed with a cross-bow, was generaltpmpanied by another, bearingavoise or large
wooden shield, to protect him whilst charging amstharging his weapon.

228 \/0l. ii. page 517.
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Before we entirely lose sight of the archery of thdVales, let us take a glance at Nannau Parfor
the sake of an ancient tradition preserved amanigumily archives.

Within the precincts of that domain once stood reevable oak of vast dimensions, and entirely
hollow, called, by the superstitious peasantry wfild mountainous district, Ceubren yr Ellyll, or,

The goblin's hollow tree.

Its girth, as far as | can recollect, measured ugsvaf twenty-seven feet; while its prodigious
antiquity appears from the fact, that a lapse of frenturies made no change in its appearancen@®uri
the wars of the Roses it was a huge decayed tnaakly in the same condition as when prostrated by
the tempest only a few years since. Scatteredtbedurf, at some distance from the spot where grew
this forest patriarch, are the ruins of a once ictamable mansion, blackened and scorched by fire.
Their appearance plainly indicates the mannersdhit; a history of that conflagration being, acf, a
history of the Nannau oak.

Howel Sele was of gigantic stature, and enjoyedepatation of being the strongest and most skilful
bowman, where excellence in archery was an accehmpknt possessed by very many. Rarely was he
seen to launch a second arrow at the same oljjectyaing of his bowstring sounded as the knell of
his victims, whether in war or in the chase.

Sele was a strenuous partisan of the House of stgrcim England; his cousin, the celebrated Owen
Glendower, had as zealously espoused the cauke afjhtful heir of the deposed Richard. This will
sufficiently account for a mortal feud which rageetween these powerful chieftains and near
kinsmen.

Sanguinary brawls were of daily occurrence amosgsh of the retainers as had not accompanied
their respective lords to the English camp. Forgheeral peace, and in the hope of eventually
detaching Howel from the Lancastrian interest,weerable abbot of Cemmes attempted a
reconciliation. It is said their interview took pebefore the altar; but, unawed by the sanctithef
place, these haughty rivals, instead of extendirgight hand of fellowship, broke forth into loadd
angry recrimination. Daggers were unsheathed, lamddcred edifice seemed on the point of being
polluted with blood. At that instant the abbot redtorwards, and extending towards them the sacred
symbol of the cross, vehemently denounced theidgoinas an unatoneable insult to the Holy Mother
Church.

The terrors of excommunication acted upon theiitedassions as oil when poured upon the raging
waters. The glittering weapons dropped from theaisg, and in an instant hands were united in
apparent friendship which, a moment previous, hadted for each other's blood.

It was then proposed by Howel Sele that Glendoweuls visit him on the morrow at his house of
Nannau, and partake of its hospitality. The fes@siof the day commenced with a grand hunting
match, to which the cousins came, attended by semums body of their respective vassals. The park
was then, and | believe continues, well stocketh @éer; small' indeed, but remarkable for the fine
flavour of their venison. As soon as the houndsewercoupled, and whilst the two chieftains stood
within a short distance of each other, Owen Gleretaagpied a stag. Calling to Howel, he pointed out
the animal which now came bounding towards therth wirequest that he would exhibit a specimen
of his archery. The latter immediately placed anwron his bowstring, and elevated his arms &as if t
shoot in the proposed direction, but wheeling rosuddenly, he launched it full at his cousin's brea
The shaft rebounded, and fell broken to the grotordDwen, suspicious of treachery, wore that day a
breastplate of treble proof beneath his huntingp.gar

In an instant all was tumult and confusion. Thdiggrof this attempt roused the latent passions of
Glendower, and, drawing his sword, he rushed tosvhrsl adversary. Sele, equally furious, at being
baffled in his revenge, and aware he must now cenau die a felon's death, cast away his bow, and,
calling loudly on his followers to maintain the cbat, stood resolutely on his guard. They foughglon

229 Near Dolgellan, Merionethshire, the seat of a lyigaspected gentleman, Sir Robert Williames Vamgha
Bart., M.P. for the county, until his resignaticitlzat honour.
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and desperately. At length the men of Nannau, mailtyi inferior to their assailants, being
considerably thinned by the sword, attempted, thithr chief, to take refuge in the house. They
succeeded in gaining it, but the defences werevisak to afford them protection; and when Owen
caused his men to kindle a large fire against #iegy they quickly fell to the ground. The infueict
victors put all within to the sword, except How&l&himself, the treacherous author of this
catastrophe. Disarmed, and covered with many algtesddence' of the desperation with which he
had maintained the conflict, he was led forth aladtgd under a guard, whilst his adversaries busied
themselves in the work of destruction, by firing hbuse in four quarters. Glendower remained until
its entire demolition was certain. He then marcb#dbearing with him his vanquished kinsman.

From that day, until the lapse of about thirty we&ele's fate was wrapped in mystery. His friearts
partisans vainly endeavoured to tempt the capttir @ffers of a splendid ransom, but the inexorable
Glendower deigned not even a reply to their salimhs. Whether, therefore, his cousin had fallen
beneath his dagger, or still lingered within thegleons of some one of his numerous strongholds,
none could tell. Accident at length unfolded thestayy.

An old forester, one of Howel's retainers, had bdaemting within the domain of his absent lord, and
in passing near the great oak, he observed a perched among its branches. The flesh of this bird,
at present neglected, was anciently esteemed tbedslicacy, even of a monarch's table; its feathe
also, enjoyed some reputation among the arrow-rsaliéie man, therefore, levelled his cross-bow,
and the heron fell transfixed into the hollow trul¥illing to recover both, he climbed the tree, and
descended after them. All within was dark; and @/igiloping about at the bottom, his hands came in
contact with many strange uncouth substances;ami¢hof these, which he imagined to be a large
shell, and the objects of his search, the forestescended. But how great was his consternatiomwhe
on bringing his prize in contact with the light, thecovered in his grasp the upper half of a human
skull!

The tale quickly circulated: numbers crowded toglaee; and when the tree was again searched, the
gigantic skeleton of a man came forth, which, fiiteyposition, appeared to have been entombed in
this living grave head downwards. Conjecture pairiteem out as the remains of Howel Sele,--a
suspicion confirmed shortly afterwards by the cesien of one of Glendower's vassals, present at tha
fatal hunting-match. Exasperated by the threatsdafidnce of his prisoner, the wrathful Owen
commanded a halt, and drawing his dagger, buritdtite hilt in Howel's side; then with his own
hands dragged the body to the tree, and tumbleehitlong into its hollow trunk. Long before this
discovery Owen Glendower had paid nature's delthiswast feudal influence placed him beyond

the power of the law, had he been living. The ratweh of his guilt, therefore, only served to
perpetuate the mortal feud which raged betweerettves families previous to Howel's deatf?.

20\When the Nannau oak fell, it was, like Shakspearelebrated mulberry-tree, preserved in variowslsm
articles of taste and utility, picture frames méwen its wood, and enclosing an engraved portifaihe tree, are
usual in many respectable residences of the county.

The following anecdote of a domestic feud, in whackimilar expedient is resorted to, also furnishes
deplorable insight into the manners of other times:

"Enmitie did still continue betweene Howell ap RysHowell Vaughan, and the sonnes of John ap Mdredit
After the death of Jevan ap Robert, Gruffith apnJap Gronw [cosen german to John ap Meredith'sesoah
Gywnfryn], who had long served in France, and Hzatge there, comeing home to live in the counitey,
happened that a servant comeing to fish in Stymhysfish was taken away, and the fellow beatehibyell
ap Rys his servants, and by his commandment. @ra#fi John ap Gronw tooke the matter in such dutdgeo
that he challenged Howell ap Rys to the field; watie refusing, and assembling his cousens Johreapdith's
sonnes and his friends together, assaulted Howalikiowne house, after the manner he had scehe french
warres, and consumed with fire his barnes andutisoaises. Whilst he was afterwards assaulting aievahich
Howell ap Rys and many other people kept, beingrg strong house, he was shot out of a creviskeohouse,
through the sight of his beaver, with an arrow ith® head, and slayne outright, being otherwisesdrat all
points. Notwithstanding his death, the assaulheftiouse was continued with great vehemence, thres teing
fired with great burthens of straw; besides this, 4moake of the outhouses and barnes, not fatantli
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Among the archers of South Wales, none enjoyedlzehireputation than the men of Gwentla&it.

As the vicinity of a fine river makes the skilfuigler, so one might naturally attribute some paortid
this predilection for the bow to the great abun@aoicfine yew scattered over many districts of
Monmouthshire. But my hypothesis, somewhat plaasislat once overturned by the pages of
Giraldus Cambrensis, who tells us they made nafidds tree, and as he flourished at a very early
period, and describes what he actually withessedyuthority is altogether unquestionable. Though a
monk, he well knew the difference between a yewamdlm bow; indeed, judging from his language,
| conceive he could handle either to good purp6Bee bows of the Welsh," he observes, "are not
made of horn, or white wood, or yew, but of wyctneilants; they appear neither handsome nor
polished, but, on the contrary, rude and mis-shagenare they stiff and strong; not so well
calculated to cast far, as to give a weighty blowlose fight?*? By the bye, what could Warrington
have dreamt of, when he translatgohellis sylvestris"slight twigs joined and twisted together."?
Who ever heard of this expedient for manufactugrigpw?

The Welsh historian has recorded several extraardimstances of powerful shooting, attributed to
the men of Gwent. During the siege of Abergavenasgtlg, a party of Welsh archers perceived two
Norman soldiers running towards a tower, situamdesdistance off; they were immediately assailed
by a storm of arrows. He does not tell us whethey were killed, but merely observes that some of
the arrows penetrated through the oak doors ofengg, four fingers in thickness. The heads ofdéhes
missiles were subsequently driven out and carefuldgerved, to perpetuate the memory of such
extraordinary force in shooting with the bow.

He next gives an anecdote told by William de Breaddorman knight, one of the followers of
Fitzhammond in his conquest of South Wales. A Walsher aimed at one of De Breusa's horsemen,
who wore armour, under which was also his buff cbhe arrow, besides piercing through his hip,
stuck also in the saddle, and mortally woundedhttrse on which he rode. In the same battle, anothe
cavalier, also protected by strong armour, hadhipisiailed to the saddle by a Welsh arrow. Then, as
the soldier drew his bridle, in order to wheel rdua second shaft penetrating his other hip, firmly
fastened him to the saddle on both sides. Giraddds, "What more could be expected from a
balista?"

This occurrence, though sufficiently remarkabldgysno means unlikely. The Inca Garcilasco de
Vega records an accident, somewhat similar, whagipened to a Spanish trooper. In marching
towards the banks of the river Chircagua, the Spdaihad again a considerable number of their
comrades wounded. Of these, the principal wasdkelier St. George, who, as he rode through a
rivulet, received the arrow of a concealed Indighich was shot with uncommon force. After
breaking through his mailed coat, it penetratedifist thigh and the pommel of the saddle, until it
wounded his horse. The terrified animal, maddeneplain, dashed out of the stream, and, bounding

annoyed greatly the defendants, soe that moseai thy under the boordes and benches upon theftddhe
hall, the better to avoyd the smoake. During theng of confusion, only the old man Howell ap Rgrear
stooped, but stood valiantly in the middest offthere, armed with a gleve in his hand, and callatb them,
and bid them ‘arise like men, for shame, for hekrawvn there as grease a smoake in that hall ugithriatmas
even.' In the end, seeing the house could no lathgfend them, being overlayed with a multitude,ruparley
between them, Howell ap Rys was content to yeaid kelf prisoner to Morris ap John ap MeredithnJap
Meredith's eldest sonne, soe as he would sweanehimtto bring him safe to Carnarvon Castle, talalihe
triall of the law for the death of Gruffith ap Johp Gronw, who was cosen german removed to the-saig||
ap Rys, and of the very same house he was of; whashis ap John ap Meredith undertakeing, did pgtiard
about the said Howell of his trustiest friends ardvants, who kept and defended him from the ragfeeo
kindred, and especially of Owen ap John ap Meredithbrother, who was very eager against him. Trasgsed
by leisure thence like a camp to Carnarvon: thelevhompany being assembled, Howell's friends posted
horse-backe from one place or other by the way, bvbaght word that he was come thither safe; fey tivere
in great fear lest he should be murthered, andMioatis ap John ap Meredith could not be able terwmi him,
neither durst any of Howell's friends be there féare of the kindred."--Miss Aghard®wvydir Family.

31 The ancient name of and a part of Glamorgan.

232 5ed ad graves cominus ictus percutienda tolerantlios Camb c. 3. p. 835.
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away, endeavoured, by violent and repeated plungefs@e himself from the arrow and his rider. St.
George's comrades hastened to his succour, aneiyiegcthat he was nailed to the saddle, they led
him to his allotted quarters, as the army was epaagrby the water side. Lifting him gently from his
seat, they cut the shaft between the saddle anddheded limb; and, on stripping the horse, there
arose an exclamation of astonishment from all priese find that a weapon, apparently so
insignificant as a reed tipped with a point of hewabd, should have been able not only to penes@te
many substances, but to inflict a serious woundupe rider and his horse.

The popularity enjoyed by Harry of Monmouth, amdrigyWelsh subjects, owing to the circumstance
of his being born in the principalit®® induced numbers of the South Wales archers tatij@n
expedition to France. Among the most distinguistieithese were Roger Vaughan of Bedwardine;
Watkin Lloyd of the lordship of Brecknock; and ttemowned David Llewellyn, better known by the
soubriquet of David Gam, or "Squirt-eyed David*He also was a gentleman-of good estate,
descended from Einon Sais, or Einon the S&Xbmvhose property lay in the parishes of Garthbrengy
and Llandew, Breconshir&®

Like too many of his class in that age and courtgm had embroiled himself in a violent domestic
feud. During an affray which took place in the Hi§tieet of Brecknock,he unfortunately killed his
kinsman, and, to shun the threatened consequestagght an asylum in England. The dependency of
his estate on the honour of Hereford rendered likemHowel Sele, a determined partisan of the
Lancastrians; like him, too, he made an ineffecatt@mpt on the life of Owen Glendower.

David Gam held a command of archers on the fieldgihcourt; and it is said that, being despatched
by the King to reconnoitre the enemy, and repodnuiineir numbers, he returned with this laconic
estimate: "an't please your highness, there are émbe killed, enow to be taken prisoners, andieno
to run away." Historians have passed many encomamiss velour and conduct --Sir Walter Raleigh
even goes so far as to compare him to Hannibat-they make no mention of this circumstance,
which might perhaps be known only to his fellow rtsymen in arms; unless, indeed, ElImham has
given a false colouring to the transaction. He moastthat scouts were despatched by the Duke of
York to gain intelligence of the enemy's approachen one of them, who had climbed to the summit
of a hill, saw the whole French host, to the hunddegixty thousand, stretching far and wide over th
plain beneath, which seemed on a blaze, as thishpd harness reflected the beams of a splendid
noontide sun. Astonished at the sight, he retreatéda trembling heart and the utmost speed of his
horse, and, breathless, reached the English catqiekly,” said he, "be prepared to do battle, for
you are about to fight against a world of innumérgteople.”

These three valiant Welshmen, Gam, Vaughan, angd,I¥ell covered with wounds whilst defending
the person of their monarch, and Henry knightediths they lay extended in the agonies of death
upon the gory bed of honour. Sir S. R. Meyrick rdtaathat the above Sir Roger Vaughan was
married to Gwladis, Sir David Gam's daughter. Agint made her, as it made many besides, a
widow; but she afterwards married another herdaf tlay, Sir William Thomas, of Ragland, one of
the ancestors of the present Duke of Beaufort.

| have been induced to enter thus largely intdbibgraphy of these three individuals, because their
chivalrous self-devotedness stands so conspicuding iannals of that memorable contest. Their
heroism, no less than Henry's Welsh extractionegese to the following spirited burst of poetry,
entitled--

33 At Troy House, near Monmouth, a seat of the DukBeaufort, the oaken cradle which rocked the toéro
Agincourt, is still preserved.

234 Gamalso signifies left-handed, but is more generafiplied to a one-eyed person.

235 350 named from having resided in England. The faisilelsh, and traces its descent from Caradoc
Fraichfras.

238 Dr. Meyrick.
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OUR CAMBRO-BRITONS TO THEIR HARP

Fair stood the wind for France,
When we our sails advance,
Nor now to prove our chance,
Longer will tarry.

But putting to the main,

At Kaux the mouth of Seine,
With all his martial train,
Landed King Harry.

And taking many a fort,
Furnished in warlike sort,
Marched towards Agincourt,

In happy hour.

Skirmishing by day

With those that stopped his way,
Where the French general lay,
With all his power.

And turning to his men,
Quoth our brave Henry then,
"Though we be one to ten,
Be not amazed:

Yet have we well begun;
Battles so bravely won

Have never seen the sun,
By fame been raised.

"And for myself," quoth he,
"This my full rest shall be,
England ne‘er mourn for me,
Nor more esteem me.

Victor | will remain,

Or on this earth lie slain;
Never shall she sustain
Loss to redeem me.

"Poictiers and Cressy tell,
When most their pride did swell,
Under our swords they fell.

No less our skill is,

Than when our grandsire great,
Claiming the regal seat,

By many a warlike feat

Lopt the French lilies."

They now to fight are gone;
Armour on armour shone,
Drum now to drum did groan;
To hear was wonder;

That with the cries they make
The very earth did shake;
Trumpet to trumpet spake,
Thunder to thunder.

Well it shine age became,
O noble Erpingham!

Who did the signal aim
For our brave forces;
When from a meadow by,
Like a storm suddenly,
The English archery
Struck the French horses.

With Spanish yew so strong,
Arrows a cloth-yard long,
That like to serpents stung,
Piercing the weather.

None from his fellow starts,
But playing manly parts,
And like true English hearts,
Stuck close together.

When down their bows they threw,
And forth their bilboes drew,

And on the French they flew,

Not one was tardy;

Arms were from shoulders sent,
Scalps to the teeth were rent;
Down the French peasants went:
Our men were hardy.

This while our noble king,

His broadsword brandishing,
Down the French host did ding,
As to o'erwhelm it;

And many a deep wound lent,
His arms with blood besprent,
And many a cruel dent

Bruised his helmet.

GLO'STER, that duke so good,
Next of the royal blood,

For famous England stood
With his brave brother
CLARENCE, in steel so bright;
Though but a maiden knight,
Yet in that furious fight,

Scarce such another.

WARWICK in blood did wade,
OXFORD the foe invade,

And cruel slaughter made,

Still as they ran up.

SUFFOLK his axe did ply,
BEAUMONT and WILLOUGHBY
Bare them right doughtily,
FERRERS and FANHOPE.

Upon St. Crispin's day,
Fought was this noble fray,
Which fame did not delay
In England to carry.

Oh! when shall Englishmen
With such acts fill a pen,
Or Cambria breed again
Such a King Harry?

The enthusiasm attendant on the revival of arclreBngland towards the close of the last century,
quickly reached the Principality. Of the numeroasisties formed there, the first in rank and
consequence is the Royal British Bowmen. It inctudearly all the leading families of North Wales,
and was originally founded by Sir Watkin Williamsywhe, Bart., in whose park of Wynnstay,
Denbighshire, the Royal British Bowmen hold the&atings. His Majesty George the Fourth, when
Prince of Wales, not only condescended to becowie patron, but presented them with several
beautiful prizes. The prize arrows, for both ladiesl gentlemen, were first shot for, October tle 6t
1788, when Sir Foster Cunliffe, a well-known arghveon the former, and Miss Harriot Boycott the
latter. His Royal Highness likewise presented thdth a superb gold medallion, and a silver bugle.
They were ably contested at Acton Park, when thado was gained by Lady Cunliffe, at 30, 60, and
70 yards; the latter by R. Hesketh, of Rossell,. E#g64, 96, and 128 yards.

The Society of Royal British Bowmen still surviviesall its original splendour. Their uniform is
green and buff, with black hat and feather. | magister to the "haec olim meminisse juvabit" of
many an ancient bowman, by adding a list of thad@&ek and gentlemen who early joined this society.
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Sir W. W. Wynne Lady Wynne

Sir Foster Cunliffe, Lady Cunliffe,

Lord Carysfort, Lady Carysfort,

Messrs. Bunbury, Mrs. Cooke,
St. Leger, Mrs. Puleston,

P. L. Fletcher, Mrs. Apperley,
Maurice WynneMiss Parry,
O. Bridgeman, Mrs. Hammerston,

Jones, Miss Hammerston,
Warrington, Mrs. Fletcher,
Hammerston, Miss Fletcher,
Master Wynne. Mrs. G. Warrington,
Mrs. Jones.

Oh loyal in grief, and in danger unshaken,

For ages still true, though for ages forsaken;

Yet, Cambria, thy heart may to gladness awaken,
Since thy monarch has smiled on thy harp and thy! bo
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FRENCH ARCHERY.

Sometimes | gallop o'er the ground,

Upon my well-breath'd nag, to cheer my echoing koun
Sometime | pitch my toils the deer alive to take,
Sometime | like the cry the deep-mouth'd kenneémak
Then underneath my horse | stalk, my game to strike
And with a single dog to hunt him eke I like.

* * %

The stately hart his hind cloth to my presencedrin

The buck his tawny doe, the roe his dappled mate,
Before me to my bower, whene'er | sit in state.

I' the morn | climb the hills, where wholesome giid blow;
At noontide, to the vales and shady groves below.

Drayton.

"God thee save, my dear mastyr,

And Chryste thee save and see."--
"Raynold Greenleafe,"” said the sheriffe,
" Where hast thou now be?"

"l have been in the forest;

A fayre sight did | see,

It was one of the fayrest shewes
That e'er yet sawe | me.

"Yonder there stood a ryght fayre hart,
His coluere was of greene;

Seven score deere upon a herd,

Be with him all bedene:

"His antlers are so sharp, mayster,
Of sixty and well mo;

That I durst not shoot for dreade
Lest they would me sloo."

Old Ballad

IT was in the sports of the field only, that thei@nt inhabitants of France used the long bow waith
considerable address. Their princes, indeed, Wwahnarlike dukes of Burgundy, and other
independent nobles, laboured for centuries to erefficient bands of military archers in their
respective dominions. Sensible of the advantagéshwiould result from being able to combat the
English with their own weapons, during the scouggiisitations of those "nock shotten islanders,"
they heaped honours and rewards upon all who extilldrawing the bow*’ "Ordonnons," says the
decree issued to promote this object by Charles™yU'en chaque paroisse de notre royaume, y aura
un archer qui sera, et se tiendra continuellemeiabillement suffisant, et seront appellés lesdsa
archers. Et seront tenus en habillement soustdie &rer a 'arc, et aller en leur habillemenités les
fastes et jours non ouvrables,” &c. &c. But expeceat length convinced them of the vanity of these
attempts. "In the end," says a passage from otteedflarleian MSS., "the French king and the
captains of many nations did manifestly see, tlk#her his, nor any other people, could attain to
shoot so strong, and with that dexterity and eroelk which the English bowmen did. Whereby they,

%37 Speed.
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seeing our archery in our sort of long bowes, wasrg peculiar gift of God given to our nation, yhe
left off the practice and use of that weapon." Wikihglishmen, from childhood to age, retained an
enthusiastic attachment for the bow, the Frencihédtrzed it so soon as the penal enactments were
relaxed, returning to the use of the arbalist, Whitccourse of time gave place to the arquebiiSe.

The preference thus given to an arm requiring restan of bodily strength, would seem to imply a
difference in the physical conformation of the tmations. When exercising with the same weapon,
the one exhibited a vast superiority of manly vigover the others, the French archer rarely
considered his arrow effective beyond one hundretfarty, and found its extreme range limited to
three hundred yards; the Englishman sometimegkilian or horse, at two hundred and forty, and
cast his flight shaft a full quarter of a mile.

Drayton, probably availing himself of popular tréins of his own age, has a very remarkable
allusion to this amazing vigour of arm. He states bld men encouraged their descendants to jein th
standard of Henry V. by recounting the valorousddes their yeomen ancestors, who fought in the
Continental war, and introduces a veteran endeawpbl these arguments to work upon the matrtial
feelings of his son.

Upon their strength a king his crown might lay,
Such were the men of that brave age quoth he.

The good old man with tears of joy would tell,
In Cressy's field, what prizes Edward play'd;
As what at Poictiers the Black Prince befel,
How like a lion he about him laid.

* *x %

"And boy," quoth he, "I've heard thy grandsire say,
That once he did an English archer see,

Who shooting at a French, twelve score away,
Quite through the body nailed him to a tree."

The French had a considerable number of archegiatourt®®, but the narrow space occupied by
their army forbade their being brought into actiafter the battle, many carts, laden with bows vahic
had never been even unpacked, fell, with otherikearhunitions, into the hands of the victors.

Since then, the history of French archery, in atamil point of view, has little to interest oureition:
we will now consider it in reference to the destiare of sylvan game.

That pre-eminence in all mattersw@nerieby which England is at present distinguished, sstem
have been conceded to her by most of the Contiheati@ns five or six centuries ago. Not only were
our dogs and horses considered vastly superidreiost but our implements of archery were gifts
worthy the acceptance of a monarch. In the reigh@&econd Richard, Sir Peter Courtney obtained
leave from the king to send Northampton herald, Aanlét pursuivant, with the following present to
the French court:--Six small €. hunting) bows, one sheaf of large arrows, andeafsbf quarrils, for
the crossbovt™. These, with a greyhound and other dogs, wereadiet for the use of the king's head
gamekeeper* Sir Peter Courtney was allied by blood to the Fégmily of France, which may
account for his desire to compliment them with éhgts.

Among the books preserved in the Royal Libraryais? there is a treatise on the use of the bow in
hunting, written about two centuries and a halies to the "Toxophilus" of of Roger Ascham.

238 pére Daniel, Milice Francoise, tom. i. liv. 4.
239 Sir N. H. Nicolas's "Agincourt."

240 The Commons of England, always extremely aversa fiiowing the exportation of these weapons,
petitioned Edward Ill. that no "French alien pridse permitted to reside within twenty miles of toast, to
prevent their sending bows and arrows abred®dlls of Parliament47 Ed. Il1.

241 prince's "Worthies of Devon."
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| am not aware that any English writer has madesadh to this curious work; and to the archer corps
for whom chiefly such a subject has attractioranlconvinced it is wholly unknown. Indeed, the
whole external aspect of "King Modus" appears swepossessing, that, with even a large share of
the enthusiasm possessed, more or less, by all boymot one in fifty would have resolution to turn
the second page. Let the reader figure to himdetfak printed in coarse wooden black letter tydes o
the fourteenth century, filled with vague and candliy recurring abbreviations, and words not only
long obsolete, but sometimes changing their ortiyolgy three or four times in the course of a dozen
lines; he will then properly estimate the diffigutif "doing" the old savage into intelligible Ergfi.
Having thus interceded for the reader's indulgewahout further preface | will place before him --

THE BOOK OFKING MODUS.?%?

This brief treatise on archery setteth forth howd<Modus instructed his scholars that the bow is an
instrument not only profitable for recreation, ligo for defence. And he likewise taught-them, that
the man who invented it was named Fermodus, whmgelsiquin, was the- best archer that ever
lived; and so greatly did he affect this weapor @re art of shooting in it, and so well had hefiped
by his father's lessons, that he became marvejldusi and steady in his bow-hand, and could' at
every discharge, strike with a bolt an apple plamethe top of a pole at the distance of thirthdems
or more. And Modus likewise set forth, that whea #aid Triquin was yet but eight years of age,
Fermodus, his father, furnished him with a bow, endht him the use thereof.

Here follows a particular chapter, entitled "Instrans in the Art of Archery,” containing the eleme
of that exercise as it was anciently practicedremEe. And now, continues Modus, he taught his son
more things respecting the mystery of the bow.

The first was, that the string thereof should bsilf and nothing else, for three reasons: because it i
strong and endures a long time without breakingabse, when the threads thereof are properly
united together, and well set on, it is so stiffl &rard, that it will drive an arrow or bolt farthand

strike a heavier blow, than any string made of 8axiemp; because it can be made of whatever
strength and thickness the shooter pleaseth.

The second instruction in archery is, that you emdar always to shoot straight; to which end, be
careful, when placing the arrow upon the bow, thatfeathers run flat thereon, otherwise your shaft
will assuredly fail of the mark.

The third instruction in archery is, that you dréng arrow with three fingers, holding the nock (oec
de la fléche) between the forefinger and the rfeeteto.

The fourth instruction in archery is, that the bp@nt of your arrow be not too heavy, and that, i
ordinary, the feathers thereof be cropped shori@mgnevertheless, if it is a weighty shaft, yoayn
shear them proportionately higher and larger.

The fifth instruction in archery is, that your anrte headed so as the barbs may answer to, and run
parallel with, the nock.

The sixth instruction in archery is, that the artfosvten handsfuf® in length, measuring from the end
of the nock to the barb of the steel head.

The seventh instruction in archery is, that a wedde bow ought to have exactly twenty-two handsful
between the upper and lower not¢H.

242 The author is unknown; but the following extractrfrthe work itself will show that he lived towarite
close of the thirteenth, or at the beginning offtheteenth, century:--

"And on my right hand | saw the King, Charles thendsome, who hunting one day in the forest of Bgyia
a thicket called La Boule Gueraldel, took twentysild boars, without a single one escaping." ClelgeBel
died in 1328.

23 The hand is three inches
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The eighth instruction in archery is, that whenryoow is braced, there be a full palm and two
fingers' breadth between its belly and the string.

The ninth instruction in archery is, that you driga@ bow with your right, and hold it in your left,
hand.

Then King Modus's scholars demand how archersdihel, to shoot deer in a forest. And Modus
replies, this mode of hunting may be practiced ways, either with hounds or without.

When an archer designs to hunt in a thicket wherpédnceives game is harboured, let him carefully
notice from what point the wind cometh, that he mkace himself with advantage, and so the animals
may not get vent of him. And if several archersofwlthis chase together in an open country, they
must station themselves much farther apart thamentie trees and underwood are more abundant.
The chief forester who manages the dogs shoulahb®seback, and his hounds must be taught to
couch and cower down, until he has appointed foh é@wman his respective station.

This done, if the cover be large and thick, theysthet loose from three to five dogs, accordinggo
extent. Those who are appointed to drive the deauld now talk loudly and call to each other, that
they may not attempt to pass between them. Whemder espies a deer approaching his stand, he
must order himself after this fashion:--Let him eadour to keep out of sight as much as possible,
while he raises his bow perpendicularly, holding dnawing hand with the arrow ready nocked,
directly before his face; and if the animal conéria approach without stopping, he should very
silently and cautiously extend his arms, and draabbw softly, that the arrow may be pulled upt$o i
head, before the game come near; and his bow sheuldry weak and gentl&, so that he may hold
it drawn a reasonable space; and he must pulldthestbhing ever to his right ear; and whilst the deer
passing by a few paces, the archer should folleakith his bow, drawing and redrawing the shaft.
Then, having made sure of his aim, he is to letilth a sharp and steady loose.

244 gix feet six inches.

245 The following are the rules laid down by GastoniiRise that most illustrious Nimrod of ancient France

"The sportsman's bow should be of yew, and measugnety palms (five feet) from one notch to the oflzerd,
when braced, have a hand's breadth between strthgg@od. The string must ever be of silk. The boausth be
weak, because an archer over-bowed cannot tak&reety and with address; besides, such a bow méaele
half-drawn a long time without fatigue, whilst thenter stands in wait for the deer.

"The wood of a well-formed arrow measures eight B&uidn length from the end of the nock to the saobthe
head, which will be exactly four fingers broad,ifréhe point of one barb to the point of the otttemust be
duly proportioned in every part, well filed and ghened, and five fingers in length (So we have here
explanation of the true size of an ancient "broadvel'!)

"When a deer is discovered approaching the archsrspon as they hear the hounds are slippedotight to
set their arrows on their bows, bringing the twms&into such a position as to be prepared to skoot.should
the animal espy the men in motion whilst nockingjitishafts, he will assuredly escape in anothercton.
Thus, a keen sportsman is ever cautiously on tht edady to let his arrow fly without the slight@sotion,
except that of drawing with the arms."

He then goes on to describe the different modebaobting at game in every possible position, sonagafier
the fashion of the text; and gives a remarkablsaeavhy an archer should point his shaft in a ragtanting
direction when the aim is at the stag's broadsémdgreference to straight forwards. He says,-- "€hsiperil to
him who shoots directly at the side, independesttigreat uncertainty of killing when the arrow dgesve
fatal, it sometimes passes through and througbéhst, and may thus wound a companion on the dppsde.
Such an accident | did myself see once happen ssixeGodfrey de Harcourt, who was pierced thraugg of
his arms."

This is a rough translation, the original beingelidd Modus, in very obscure and difficult French.
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If the beast come very leisurely, and in a dirgwt,|the hunter must aim his arrow straight at the
breast: but if it cross him unexpectedly on thétigr left hand, let him shoot in a slanting diret
behind the shoulder, about the centre of the &lh@wing the game to pass him a few paces, as defor
mentioned.

And now | will set forth why the crafty and cunniagcher should ever do thus: for to shoot in any
other manner is wholly unsportsmanlike, and a viofaof the laws of archery, for these four reasons
following:--Firstly; should the arrow pass straightough her body, it may fail to wound a vital fpar
and the deer will not die near so quickly as whaat sbliquely just behind the shoulder, and in the
direction of the heart. Secondly; because, haveem she archer, she will make a bound, and most
probably cause him to miss his aim. Thirdly; frdme flurry produced by her sudden appearance, he
cannot point his arrow so deliberately as when shgafter her. Fourthly; if the game cross the
hunter very swiftly, and at any considerable distafiom his stand, the arrow shot in a direct tiray
fail to reach it before it passes by.

Thus have | explained the reasons why the huntaridhmanage his bow according to the peculiar
circumstances of the case.

And if the deer at which he aimed be struck byatrew and mortally wounded, the huntsman should
whoop loudly for his bloodhound, which is abidingiwthe other dogs. Let him also blow a note upon
his horn, to warn his comrades to cast dowrbtimks 2*® Should the wound, on the contrary, be only
a slight one, not the bloodhound only, but the ottogs must be slipped, the forester on horseback
spurring after them with all the speed he may.

And now | will explain how the cunning archer magabver, by the colour of the blood which falls
from the stricken deer, whether the wound be fatalot.

When dark red, and slightly covered with frothisia sure token that the arrow has met her in @ goo
place, and she shall die quickly. Item, if the llde clear and thin, with a few bubbles on itsatef

be satisfied that your arrow, having struck updioae, has done little hurt. If the game be hitia t
belly, then small portions of grass or other foma which she has been feeding, shall flow with the
blood. When this is the case, you may allow heepmse a considerable time before laying on the
bloodhound, for two reasons: firstly, because ot live long thus; secondly, because where she
lyeth down, she will remain, and permit the huitetake her. But if, when you follow with the
bloodhound, she should happen to spring up fromaigrdoose four or five steady dogs, and you Ishal
see her taken with much pleasure.

If the arrow enter at the loins, she will die intaour. If at the chine, between two joints, shd wiid
herself and fall, but not die. If among the gréasg rin a slanting direction towards the shouldbe
shall die briefly; but if the arrow points towarte haunches, she shall run a long time. If sthigh
up behind the shoulders, she shall not die; bower down towards the ribs, instant death folloif/s.
in the middle of the neck, death will not ensuegree the setting on of the head, your weapon bieall
fatal. If the arrow enter right through the nedkee fingers from the shoulders, that is among the
vitals, she shall fall instantly. An outside woundhe thick part of the haunch is not mortal; bat
the inner part of the same, just the reverse. yaatl arrow passing directly through the throatese
the windpipe, and causes instant death.

A DEVICE HOW TO HUNT IN WOODS AT STAND, WITHOUT
A PACK OF DOGS, AND THE MANNER OF IT.

When the archers have taken their stand, as befieated, the chief forester should station those
who are to drive the deer right across the thickied, stone's throw from each other; then showy th
gradually walk towards the archers, whistling ahdwting as they proceed, to alarm the herd. And
when a deer is struck, he who is inclined to thve lof archery should have with him one good dog
trained to hunt upon the blood. And farther, | widiscribe other things peculiar to this mysterystri

246 Branches of trees broken off and thrown upon titaspof a wood, to impede the flight of a woundedrd
and enable the hounds more easily to come up with h

—-112 -



then, the bow with which an archer shoots at stahduld be more elastic and easier to draw, thain th
used by him who shoots at view, or when a bedstdéhase, for three reasons: because he who shoots
with too strong a bow, will be compelled to inclinis body forwards from the tree, and thus expose
himself to the view of the approaching game; beedugscannot hold the arrow when drawn up to the
head, for any length of time; because his bow heilide unsteady, and his loose uncertain and
irregular. These are the reasons why every archersioots at stand, should be master of his bow.
There are yet other requisites for a chief of thme; viz.:--a file wherewith to make his arrow head
sharp and pointed, some spare strings carriedsipduch, and a coat of green; or, in summer and
autumn, of russet colour, resembling that of thedgo

Then King Modus's scholars demand what the secbapter of archery shall contain. And Modus
answers, that the second chapter shall treatloickidleer with the bow, by riding in upon them
unawares.

When archers go to the forest to take deer aftemtianner, two horses will be amply sufficient; for
where there are more, the game, becoming restigagghtway decamps. Two mounted foresters,
skilful in discovering the haunts of deer, eactofeked by a small party of archers, are to procesal i
those glades and open woodlands which afford anpessage to the horses; and if they discover the
herd feeding at a distance, let them ride cautjoose a little in advance of the other. On arrivayy
near as prudence will admit, both archers and hogseshould stop. The former then station
themselves in a semicircle, about a stone's thpawtaand so as to gain the veft.Of the beasts;

their bows, ready braced, are to be held perpelatigibefore the body, with an arrow on the string,
the right hand should hold the nock of the arrovoleethe archer's face, very near to it; and threy a
to remain in this position, keeping their eyes dixa the deer. In the mean time, the two mounted
foresters, having made a large circuit; on arrivapgosite the archers, should walk their horses
forwards in a direct line. The deer, startled afrthppearance, will rush towards the ambuscadenwh
each bowman, singling out the one which likes hastphdischarges his arrow with a cool and
deliberate aim. Such as do not fall directly, aaeked by the bloodhound, kept waiting at some
convenient spot.

Then King Modus's scholars demand of what the ttlr@pter on archery consists. And Modus
replies, that the third chapter treats of shootiegr at view, both on foot and on horseback.

The foot archer who designs to shoot at view, mudér himself in the following manner :- let him
seek the game among the forests, with bow in heamd shafts buckled under his belt. And here the
bow may be much stronger than that used by theeahhorseback, for three reasons: because he
will have to take aim from a greater distance; beeahis mark being a flight shot, he may extend his
arms more fully, and lay his body in the bow; beseabe will have no occasion to hold the arrow
drawn up, even for an instant, as he is directatbtarhen at stand. On discovering a stag, let him
forthwith brace his bow, and place an arrow up@nsting, approaching him as near as he can; and if
the stag raise up his head to gaze around, aintant must he pull the string to his ear, andrigav
drawn and redrawn the arrow for an instant, to iehis aim, he is then to let fly. If the shot take
effect, the archer should speedily fetch his blandtd from the place where he left it.

The sportsman who shoots at view on horseback, pnagide himself with some sober jade, that will,
when necessary, remain quiet without moving. Afisammthe game is in sight, let him brace his bow,
which should be a weak one; then placing his awowhe string, he is to hold both in his left habg,
throwing the fore-finger over the arrow to secuy@nd guide the horse with his right. Then, pattin
him to the gallop, the archer should make a wideudi around the whole herd, in order to select the
best opening through which to direct his shothé tleer grow restless and alarmed, which he will be
presently aware of, by their raising up their heéetshim halt until they recommence feeding. When
he preceives they are quiet, he may approach aryouisly, until in a favourable position for
shooting; in other words, until he can discerndiuie of the fattest of the herd fully exposed ® hi
arrow: let him then halt, and handle his weapormsyvNhe skilful archer will so order himself, tHa
may conveniently draw his bow behind him, and noboe side, or directly in front, supporting

2T Wind.
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himself in the left stirrup, which should be aléitshorter than the other. Let him shoot with &l h
force, drawing the arrow fully up to its head, dexklling his bow-hand at the spot where he wishes
to pierce the game. If the shot be fatal, he magrgbseek his bloodhound, as before said, or &ip h
deer dogs, which latter will be better able to plolvn the stag, in case he be but slightly hurt.

King Modus's scholars demand of what the fourttptdraon archery is to consist. And Modus replies,
the fourth chapter treats of shooting in coverirmyithe prevalence of windy weather.

The best season is from the middle of August tanidele of September, for two causes; because in
these months deer are yet in full season; and bedhey go forth very early in the morning, and/bra
so loudly at one another, as to be heard afaAo$trong wind, accompanied by rain, is, for two
causes, the most favourable weather for this kirghooting: the deer being then more a-foot, asd le
able to discern the archer, by reason of the fofdke wind. Let the hunter proceed alone, earlthe
morning, creeping from stand to stand, throughotrergrown bushes of that part of the forest where
he suspects the game is harboured. Having gotsighstag, he cannot be too wary; if seen, itlis a
over with him, his shot is spoiled. But should heceed in creeping unperceived within range, et hi
kneel behind a bush, and there brace his bow;pteaing an arrow on the string, he is to hold kafth
them in the left hand, while with each blast of evime changes his position, taking notice if therehi
continues to feed.

When two stags are braying and fighting together hiunter may approach exceedingly near; indeed,
it often happens that they are so blinded by ferjoebe easily killed with a sword. And when the
archer has got so near that he cannot possibly fatdsm move cautiously from his hiding-place and
discharge his arrow. This is best done whilst kingebn one knee, the bow being short and weak. He
should hold a small green branch in his mouth ttceal his features, and the habit he wears must be
the colour of the woods.

In a country well covered with lofty trees, staliiwill afford the archer much diversion. Procure a
piece of linen sufficiently large to admit the figuof a hind*® being painted on- it, and fasten its
extremities to a couple of poles, like those ofadkeng horse. The hunter keeps this device extnde
while he advances very cautiously down wind up@ndeer, which he discovers by looking through
the eyelet-holes made in its centre. Let him crfeam tree to tree under cover of his disguise,lunti
within bow-shot; then fixing the poles in the grauso that the painted deer may be fairly displayed
let him rise cautiously and shoot over the uppgeeaf the cloth. This is a very agreeable mode of
hunting, and the archer cannot fail of sport imartry tolerably well furnished with stags.

King Modus's scholars demand what is the pastinghobting wild boars at soft** And Modus
replies, that to shoot at soil is the fifth chapi€archery, and the finest sport a single archer ¢
enjoy.

The proper season extends from mid-October tortdeo& November. And now it is proper the archer
be informed that "a soil," in hunter's languageansea standing pool of mud and water. Thither the
boars assemble while roaming in search of foodrittk, wallow, and rest therein.

Having discovered such a place, look out some nadelgrsized tree, growing on the edge of the
water, and as nearly as possible opposite to ttieljyawhich wild boars make their approach. Then
select a bough of four forks, a couple of feeeast from the ground, which may serve for a seadl A
now | will inform you why it is necessary to be pdal thus high. Rest assured, if the wild boars are
near, either with the wind or against it, they widlither see nor smell the hunter, who is liftedvab

the ground. Mount then, to your seat, with your beady bent, and a good tough-shafted arrow, well
headed and sharpened. Keep good watch, lookingwlgraround, and there is a certainty of sport,
for not only wild boars, but every other descriptmf game, will pass by your hiding place, and you
may kill them quite at hand; more especially therfer, for they will dash into the pool, and wallow
therein before your eyes.

248 The female stag.

249 At soil," i. e, whilst wallowing in the mire.
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Lastly, King Modus's scholars demand what is tleaglire of shooting hares sitting. And Modus
replies, that to kill a hare on her foffis a pleasant diversion in a favourable country.

The season for this sort of hunting is the montAmrl, when hares resort at daybreak to the green
corn, to feed thereon. Let the archer mount ondiask, and ride forth, bow in hand, with a vartet a
his side, leading a brace or a leash of greyhourttln let him ride up and down the corn, until he
espy a hare, when the hounds are to be placedrnn that the sight of them may occupy her attentio
And as soon as she sees the dogs, straitway wiliaghwith her foot among the corn, a sure sigh tha
she is squatting close: then make a wide circuth the bent bow in your left hand, and an arrow
nocked upon the string; draw up and shoot, witlstepping the horse' and know, that as soon as the
hare espies the dogs, she will allow the huntapfmroach as near as he listeth. This is a mansjiou
pleasant amusement in a country abounding withshare

And now my friends and pupils, ye will be duly gfiad and skilled to practice and enjoy all the
pastime which | and Queen Raco have taught; prdweegive heed unto our words.

Thus far the Book of King Modus. Altogether, it miag considered an interesting production; nothing
similar existing among the literature of our ownuoty.

There are at present, in the suburbs of Parispoheo feeble "reunions des Tireurs," as the modern
French term our bowmeetings. Yet, not a few ofrthebles of the last age practiced archery during
the usual summer sojourn at their maisons de canepamd green alleys, decked with flower-beds,
and having butts at each extremity, may still henfbwithin the precincts of many a dilapidated
chateau. Those familiar with Chantilly and its miéigant forest, will remember a double set, for
shooting the eight and twelve rood lengths, whiaimd uporLa Pelousea delightful range of lawn
attached to that now untenanted edifice, once #éfecp of the "great Condé."

In Belgium one, rarely sees a village, never celyaa market town, unprovided with a tall mast for
the exercise of an amusement common to nearly tfodewmale population, from 12 to 70 years of
age. Of the younger people's dexterity, | withnesaady pleasant examples, especially when
disembarking one very delightful July evening ate@d, from the treckskuyt, which plies between
that city and Bruges. A merry party of youngsteesevamusing themselves shooting at a small
wooden bird, the size of a sparrow, perched uperstimmit of a tall pole, which stands upon the
magnificent canal bank. They used bolts tipped Wwim, as, indeed, all Flemish arrows are; in this
case, about the circumference of a shilling. El@t near, an interested spectator of course;,sfnce
truth be spoken, my five weeks' ramble through Brapterminating at Ostend, had been projected
under the influence of pure toxomarfizl. After many clever shots, the bolt belonging to pnenile
got entangled in the small cord, contrived for aepig their popinjay upon its perch without the
trouble of an ascent. Seeing this, a little brovgaged, curly pated urchin, scarcely twelve yelds o
but perfectly equipped for the sport, set himselbiting down the lost shaft. Accordingly, he adpalst
his aim with the adroitness of an old hand, anléasing the imprisoned bolt, at a second attenapt, s
it spinning, in company with his own, to the distarof a dozen yards. That lovely summer's eve, the
broad and glassy bosom of the magnificent Can&@rdges, the beautiful little lawn, on which stood
the tall white maypole, are associated in my rectibns with the pigmy archer's feat, and have
helped to impress it there.

Flemish bows and arrows are truly excellent. Fafgot straightness and seasoning, with beauty of
feathers, the latter cannot be surpassed. Inlloeis they are a little fanciful; | saw many formafd
two pieces, united by an iron hinge; and to comstittem so as to be put together like the jointarof
angling rod, seems a favourite fancy. In most Fénliows, the upper horn is of beautiful and even
classical form, imitating the heads of swans, misif snakes, &c. &c.

250Ah! the poaching old savage!" exclaim our spogsm

51 May not toxomania, or bow-madness, be as legiéraatoinage as the bibliomanis of Dr. Frognal Dilsli
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Archery prevails very generally throughout Brabamitl that portion of French Flanders bordering
upon it. | recollect, whilst seated in a carriag@ah rumbles along between Paris and Brussels, to
have seen a stalwort peasant unbending a magrtifieenbow, nearly seven feet in height, at the

door of a woodbined road-side cottage. It was aldask, in the month of July, and apparently, he had
just returned from shooting "matches and mastérassdid our merry English yeomen five centuries
ago. In butt practice, they rarely exceed seveatep, the distance between the Ostend marks; which,
by the bye, are dated 1673, and made of haulm stetvendways, and pressed tightly.

At Brussels you find butts of earth, well rammed amoistened daily, within flower gardens, at the
rear of many an auberge in that town. The archestunder a portico at each end, passing from
mark to mark by a second alley bordered with freqleots of the gaudy tulip; so, there being no
danger, the sport never stands still. A small sheeartridge paper, which | have often broughtyawa
as a trophy, forms the mark, for most of the eldleose their arrows with the precision of riflemen.
They shoot games, and a flagon of "Louvain," omimbierre double," forms their stake. Every town
has similar companies, and similar accommodatimggther with their salles des archiers, often very
tastefully embellished. Those of Ghent, Bruges, Antverp, are worth a visit; there being, four
fraternities existing in the latter place:--

The Ancient Company of Bowyers.
The Modern Company of Bowyers.
The Ancient Company of Bowmen.
The Modern Company of Bowmen.

Ghent has two celebrated toxophilite societiepeesvely styled, the Knights of St. Sebastignand
St. George. The former wear an uniform of greea Jdlter of scarlet cloth. Independently of frequen
assemblies for ordinary practice, there is an dmemaezvous of all the archers of Ghent, Bruged, a
the surrounding towns, villages, and hamlets, whasks for several days. A hundred lofty poles are
erected in the suburbs, to receive the same nuaflpEpinjays, of which each society produces its
own; and for the chief prize, the wooden bird svaked to a height equalling that of the cathedral.
The crossbow, still popular in Brabant and the oé$tlanders, is used in the contest for this ppialc
stake; and the bowman who strikes the popinjay fiterimon peg, gains a certain number of
napoleons, besides a superb gold cup or medal. Aéde he returns into the city, at the head of his
brethren, with drums beating, trumpets soundintpuws flying, and all the pride, pomp, and
circumstance of triumphal archery. There he is delgd and feasted, and after gratifying his freend
and kindred with a sight of the precious trophydegosits it in the Archery Saloon of his native
town, in commemoration of victory; there are alsayinferior prizes, such as watches, gold keys,
chains, and pieces of silver plate, distributeddmpetitors in shooting with the bow. These knigifts
St. George and St. Sebastian also give splendid &aid balls to the ladies of their acquaintance
during the period of this celebration, and atterasnat the cathedral in full costume. Indeed the
whole spectacle is grand and imposing, and reatisegdeas of those ancient festivities, "when
English kings and princesses, with the lords ad@#of their court, patronised similar manly
exhibitions, to welcome in

The merry month of May.

252 5t, Sebastian, the patron saint of archers, otuirigs martyrdom by arrows.
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THE CROSSBOW

I'm clad in youthful green, | other colours scorn;

My silken baldric bears my bugle or my horn,

Which setting to my lips, | wind so loud and shrill

As makes the echoes shout from every neighbouting hi
My dog-hook at my belt, to which my lyman's tied;

My sheaf of arrows bright, my wood-knife at my side
My crossbow in my hand, my gaffféon the rack

To bend it when | please; or if | list, to slack.

My hound then in my lyam, | by the woodman's art,
Forecast where | may lodge the goodly hie palmed har

* * * * * *

The sylvans are my true subjects--1 their king!

THE longbow was the national weapon of Englandattialist, or crossbow, of the French, Flemings,
Germans, Italians, and Spaniards. In describindgtier, therefore, | shall chiefly confine mystif
its practice among those nations.

This instrument, anciently used both in war anddi&se, is but a modification of the longbow, the
latter being a simple, the former a very complidateapon. The crossbow, properly so called, was
unknown to the ancients, though they had sometiikegt in the Balista.

In the brief description of Pére Daniel, it is teshmerely as a weapon of war, so Alonzo Martirez d
Espinar, the author of a delightful Spanish worlfield sports, must be considered the only real
historian of this arm comparatively so little knowrmodern times®>*

The oldest specimens now in use, are those of tlegdliers Tireurs d'Anneci, in Savoy. This society,
formerly called the Jolly Companions, is so ancteat the period of its institution is entirely tos
Their exercises were sanctioned by a patent franc@Philip of Savoy, dated the 15th of May, 1519;
and cotemporary with them there existed at Chamtzefraternity which obtained a similar charter
from Duke Manuel Philiberg, about fifty years aftards.

There were formerly as many companies of crossbawimehe principal cities of France, as there are
of riflemen at the present day; and in some ofidithern towns, and in Brabant, these two arms are
still practiced alternately. According to archiyggserved in the Town Hall at Lisle, a fraternify o
crossbowmen flourished there as far back as 13uBwas suppressed by an ordinance of Council,
about half a century subsequently, during the refgfrancis 1., its property and possessions being
given to the chief hospital of that town.

Similar societies still exist at Lennoy, Le Quesn@pmines, and at Roulaix, a little town one league
from Lisle, instituted by Pierre de Roulaix, lorfitbat place, in 1491. Those of Valenciennes and
Douay are only very recently abolished, companfeannoniers, archers, and riflemen, commonly
called jouers des armes, having arisen in the@dste

There are exercises with the great and with tkle ktossbow; the first being weapons of a vergdar
size, which contest the prizes at much longer dcgta than the second. At La Basée, and
Hautbourdin, near Lisle, the arbalisters have agtbfiie smaller kind, in imitation of several saeigt
at Antwerp, Gand, Bruges, Louvain, Malines, Al@&st,

Besides the hand crossbow, there were ancientrgitbf monstrous proportions, calledbalétes de
passe or ribeaudequinsThis appellation, according to Fauch&t belonged to an enormous engine,

253 A lever for bending the steel bow of an arbalist.

% Arte de Ballesteria y Monteria en Madrid, en lapeemta real, 1644. 4to. Sir S. R. Meyrick, the grea
antiquarian of our own country, should also be atied.

255 Antig. Gauloises.
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the latheé®® of which measured twelve or fifteen feet. It wa®6 upon a stock of proportionate
length, and at least a foot in diameter, contairiggoove sufficient to receive an arrow, or rather
javelin, of two fathoms, winged with thin leavesharn, or some kind of light wood.

These huge contrivances were permanently fixedhenvalls of towns, castles, forts, &c. To bend
them, a windlass, managed by one, two, three, em &ur men, according to their magnitude, was
necessary. Their arrows flew with prodigious via@enfrequently traversing the bodies of several
successive men.

Many modern crossbows are constructed with a stgiklar in shape and dimensions to that of the
common fowling piece. Our ancestors generally prefethem straight, and much longer; and in
taking aim, rested the stock upon the shoulderlents extreme end -projected behi§ a method
retained by most of the before-mentioned Continestteieties. A few, however, not only substitute
the gun-stock for the ancient tiller, but have maty alterations in other parts of this weaporusTh
at Valenciennes, instead of the old-fashioned mwutdceiving the string turning on a pivot when the
trigger was pulled, they have a notch in the sftsm{f, and the cord is confined there by a flagei of
steel, opening and shutting like a valve. To fleedtring and discharge the arrow, it is only neaps
to touch a trigger which communicates with a spruiiidin the body of the stock.

Having given this brief description of the Frenechssbow, ancient and modern, | will next remark
upon the arrows discharged from it. Of these tlaeeeseveral kinds, differing greatly from each othe
in length, thickness, manner of feathering, anghetd their heads. Some were winged with horn,
some with leather. Others, again, had merely thiaegular projections, of the same wood of which
the arrow was made. The heads of many were exaggdinarp; many resembled a lozenge, being
obtuse, and indented at the sides. All these BSlteceive different names, according to their form;
as, vire, vireton, sagette, garrot, bougon, &cd tirey are usually only half the length of the Idyayv
arrow, which in France measured two feet and a al wood was of various kinds; in the statutes of
the Gunmakers' Company of Paris, formed about ihdlmof the sixteenth century, it is recorded that
the chef d'oeuvre of the master of that companyasvea®ssbow complete, with its gafffé, a dozen
well-brazed quarrils, duly and properly made ofdseasoned yew, and a quiver for the arrows,
garnished with a cover.

It now remains to treat of the purposes to whighdlbalist was applied. And here, making little
reference to its warlike character, | shall confimg remarks to the more pleasing considerations
connected with sylvan sport. The principles otisstruction, and the requisite attention on thé pa
of the workman to form a perfect crossbow, willdmeurately detailed.

It appears that the arbalist was formerly in Speiat the long bow was in our own country the
popular amusement of all ranks. By no other Eurppesion was it brought to so high a degree of

256 athe, steel bow.

%"n a collection of old engravings after Stradimstrative of the chase, entitled "Venationes Rerg" 1562,
we see a sportsman shooting in this attitude.

258"BOLT IN TUN,"--the sign of a well-known London taverFew persons are aware that it represents a
crosshowman's target. A tun or barrel of wine, domes of ale, being set upon a wooden horse, thetsh
aimed at the bung, which was rubbed over with chHalkis arrow pierced it, he had the liquor, anthetimes
that of many others, for his reward. When propeglyresented, the sign should be a barrel with @war
sticking in it.
What is the wager? said the Queen,
That must | know here:
Three hundred ton of Rhenish wine,
Three hundred ton of beer;
Three hundred of the fattest harts
That run on Dallom Lea; &c.
Ballad of Queen Katharine.

259 A contrivance for bending the steel bow.
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perfection, and none more excelled in its use.r&gdias preserved the names and marks of those
ancient Spanish crossbow-makers who acquired addghee of consideration in their art; though, it
may be observed, there were very few who could niakentire instrument. While one set of artisans
devoted themselves to the construction of the &i@el(verger), others only made the stock (tablero)
and the bender (gafa). The manufacture of arroveslikewise a distinct branch of the art. These, as
in France, bore names indicative of their form;rete, jara, sostrore, passadore, &c.

A Spanish crossbow, when intended for the chaseerglly measured two feet in length. The stock in
its most ancient form was square and somewhatd#lpgring gradually towards the extremity. It is
thus represented in a collection of costumes béhgnty the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries,
preserved in the royal cabinet of engravings asPar

As all sportsmen cannot accommodate themselvesddewel, some crossbows had stocks perfectly
straight, whilst others were slightly curved frone thut to the extremity of the butt. The formereqp
to be most favourable to correct shooting. Theidenof taking aim with the straight stock was this:
whilst the sportsman's left hand supported the uppeé of the crossbow, he grasped the butt with his
right, placing the thumb above, and the forefingglow upon the trigger; the thumb was then drawn
just sufficiently under the eye to enable the sbotu discern the head of his quarril. On coveliigy
mark he pressed the trigger, and away flew thenarfdne crossbow with a crooked stock was not
raised to the eye, but to the cheek; a differeasdyecomprehended by those familiar with the éffec
of a greater or less curvature in the stock of deno fowlingpiece.

In a perfect crossbow, the recoil against the spmah's cheek is so trifling as not in the least to
incommode him. Espinar expresses this quality bywhrd sobrosa,--gentle, agreeable. Its trigger
should be easy, and not liable to go off accidgntahen the string is stretched upon the nut. The
lathe must be truly and accurately proportionedtHerein a crossbow's principal excellence cos;sist
from this its force and certainty are derived:\idren the quarril twists and wabbles, instead ohfly
straight, not only will its range be greatly dinghed, but the sportsman is never secure of his shot

This fault may arise from various causes; as wtteough the ignorance or carelessness of the
workmen, the bow is not well fitted in the stockecof its arms being higher than the other. Thedor
of the impulsion on either side is then unequatt e higher arm, being mistress of the other,
disOrders tdisordershe quarril's flight. If thisplirity be considerable, there results from it lagiot
capital inconvenience. Owing to the bow not lyiegdl, the string will never strike the arrow exgctl

in the middle, and the aim, however correctly takaast be unsuccessful in consequence. Itis dlso o
primary importance that the notch in the nut of¢hessbow hold the string exactly at its centre, so
that the mark which the nut impresses on it, tresp@t the breadth of a horsehair on one side more
than on the other.

There are many other defects; as when the cordsipigetoo tightly on the surface of the stock,
diminishes the power of the arms of the bow, prevéreir playing freely, and causes the cord to act
not upon the centre of the quarril's butt, but lodewn. The reverse of this fault is equally
disadvantageous to its flight. In the one caseilitgo whirling and wriggling through the air; ime
other it is forced downwards, and quickly fallshe earth. Finally, a crossbow will shoot incorhgct
when there is any considerable friction of the arupon the surface of the stock. The ancient
arbalister was very particular upon this point. &thihe butt of his quarril rested in the notchtud

nut, he took care that its head only should be uperupper end of the stock, none of the intermedia
portion coming in contact with it.

The point-blank range of an ordinary crossbow wasnty-five paces. At thirty, the arrow began to
lose its force, and to descend; this was, of cqumsgroportion to the strength and goodness of the
bow. The weaker sort, at merely an increase ofgaees in the distance, drops the arrow two fingers
breadth; the stronger, one finger only. The croasban, by repeated trials, made himself thoroughly
acquainted with the range of his weapon, and ledeiigher or lower according to the distance of his
mark.

The next question which naturally arises is, whas the remotest flight of a bolt discharged from a
well-constructed arbaliste de chasse. AccordintgedSpanish author, it would kill at one hundred an
fifty paces, or more. The military crossbow, of mudarger dimensions, threw an arrow considerably
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further, killing man or horse two hundred paces bfur archers and crossbowmen," says the author
of the "Discipline Militaire," "will slay a naked am, ten or even twenty score further off than thstb
arquebusiers; even harness, if not very strond atvthat distance be unable to resist their glsati
celebrated modern French sportsman remarks, tisadtdtement is by no means an exaggerated one.
He adds, that Mons. the Abbe Collomb, canon of &Ahrte oblige him and gratify his curiosity,
caused several of the best crossbows belongiritetedciety of archers there to be fried before him.
Certain of them, at a very small elevation, thraw arrow four hundred paces; others three hundred
end twenty, the smallest distance being two hundretisixty. These shots were measured by the
ordinary military pace of from eighteen to twentghes?° The reader, however, will bear in mind
that | am here speaking of the French arbalisthénD unstable Chronicle, preserved in the Harleian
collection of MSS. No. 24., it is stated, that Hekf came to the city of Rouen by forty rods length
within shot of quarril. The rod is five and a hgpéfrds.2%*

Fire-arms doubtless possess some advantages evaosbow, being more manageable, as well as
more rapid in their discharge. Yet there is ongatiaristic which gives a decided superiority te th
latter: | mean its silent discharge, which enaliheshunter to get a second, and even a third shot,
should the first be unsuccessful, or the game amirwh any particular spot. Dominique Boccamazza,
who wrote a treatise on field-sports applicabléheocountry around Rom&? complains that the use

of the arquebuse had so alarmed and dispersedimaks of the deer kind, that the sportsmen of his
day rarely returned home satisfied with their chase

When the ancient Spanish huntsman used the crogsbdle destruction of the larger species of
game, he shot with poisoned arrows, prepared l@pstg their points in the expressed juice of white
hellebore, veratrum album, gathered in the monthufust. Like the vegetable poisons used by the
barbarous' nations of Africa and South Americardduces death by coagulation of the blood, and
however slightly the animal may be wounded, itsrafien is so sudden, that the victim never floes
beyond 150 or 200 paces, and expires in a few eénut

For this reason, the white hellebore is still chjerta da ballestero, or crossbow plant, by thenty
people of Spain, who are proverbially tenaciouarafient usages.

It is generally asserted by those who have treapeth missile weapons, in use previous to the
invention of gunpowder, that the custom of poisgramrows never prevailed in Europe. Espinar,
however, has thus set the question at rest, asfeglates, to his own countrymen; though there is
good reason for believing the practice was conftoe8pain. Neither Modus, nor Phebus Comte de
Foix, make mention of it in their circumstantiataiés of the chase of the boar, the wolf, and tag.s
It is true, they speak of the long bow, alla notref arbalist; but if poisoned arrows had at afirbe
familiar to the sportsmen of France, they werepgdieable to the former as to the latter.

The crossbow, then, before the invention of firm@&rformed the chief dependence of the hunter. It
was in much more general use than the long bow,wkieeh it possessed the advantage of shooting
further®®, and with a truer aim. The sportsman could algosado it arrows of various descriptions,

according to the species of game of which he wasirsuit.

It will be readily understood what extreme accuratgim belonged to those who prided themselves
on their expertness with this weapon. To strik@lject with the crossbow bolt is infinitely more

%0 This proves the inferiority of the arbalist to thld, and even to the modern, English long bows.dHmdeed,
a weak-armed archer who cannot drive a flight-shaft of the paces described in the text. Many iz$aow
(English I mean), will beat the two last-mentionéstahces.

%1 Sir S. R. Meyrick.
262 Caccie della Campagna di Roma, cioé della Trasteyetell' Isola de Latio, &c. &c. Roma, 1548. 4to.

263 This remark applies only to French and Spanisheychin England the long bow has ever maintained its
superiority.
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difficult than with a single rifle ball. As the cssbowman never shot flyin’ and very rarely at
running game, a setter dog was infinitely more seagy for him than for the modern fowler,
especially when in pursuit of the hare or partridbetrain and break this dog required the utmost
skill and patience; and even when the animal wasdirtt under a proper degree of subjection, his
sagacity availed little, unless his master alssessed a natural quickness of eye to discoveraime g
through all its concealment, while the dog helatipoint; besides which, many little expedientghwi
much adroitness and precaution, were requisitéveate defects it was scarcely possible to remedy
altogether. Yet the crossbow continued to suniiveitvention of the arquebuse, even for a
considerable period after the latter was rendemedhbre manageable than at its first introduction.
Spain, and also in Italy, they made occasionabfigeduring the seventeenth century. Espinar
repeatedly alludes to the crossbow, when descrid@nigin royal hunting-matches at which he was
present, and he tells us that Philip 1V. of Sptnyhom he acted as gunbearer, had in his service a
maker of these weapons, called John de Lostrao Kaly/, we see frequent representations of
huntsmen armed with the crossbow in the platestatato Olina's Natural History of Birds, A.D.
1622; and in a Treatise on the Chase, by Eugerimdrali, published in 1626. Salnovius, the author
of a book on hunting well known in France, who werduring the reign of Louis XIIl., complains that,
in his time, the sovereigns of Europe killed théledart and fallow-deer with the crossbow andlfusi
instead of manfully chasing them with hound andhhas their ancestors were wont to do.

Although this weapon has now been superseded bipwimgpiece, in Spain, as elsewhere, the word
ballastero, or crossbowman, is still there usesignify a sportsman. Its application, however,as n
indiscriminate. For instance, they call him whowgies himself only in the chase of small game,
cozador. Montero, is a hunter who pursues the thadgallow-deer, and the wild boar, on horseback,
with dogs and gun; for, owing to the mountainouarabter of Spanish landscape, they are unable to
run the game down, as in more level countries.lillestero, is one expert and skilled in every
description of chase, great and small; or, as vpeess it, a thorough-bred sportsman. It has been
remarked that shooting with the crossbow was maltevied, brought to greater perfection, and
attended with higher honours in Spain, than in@her European country. Indeed, by an enactment
of James I. of that country, no knight's son, rehb a knight himself, or a crossbowman, was deemed
worthy to sit at table with knights or their ladié¥

Hitherto, | have spoken only of the crossbow factdiarging bolts or quarrils. It remains briefly to
describe that called in French, arc a gallet;roEmgland, the road, or stone-bow. They were of a
much lighter, and, in many respects, of a constinatery different from the others, the stock & it
upper part being either hollowed out, or formeda iatsemicircle. The cord was double, its two
portions being separated right and left by lit§éircders of ivory placed at equal distance betwien
two horns and centre of the bow. In the middlehdd tord, was a contrivance for holding the ball,
called purse or cradle in English; in French, énfte, or the sling. To charge the weaker sortafest
bows, the hands alone suffice; but for the strorgé&ender is as necessary as for those intended to
cast arrows.

The stone-bow was used to kill small birds, asshes, blackbirds, larks, ortolans, or, at the utmos
partridges and quails. Espinar, who enters so fotly every detail connected with the arbalist
properly so called, says not a word of the stons;las if he disdained to speak of a thing so
insignificant.

Several of our ancient English dramatists werefl@stsdious; in Shakspeare's "Twelfth Night, or
What you Will," Sir Toby exclaims--

O. for a stone-bow! to hit him in the eye.--Acse. 5.

264 Although they certainly never shot flying with theossbow, yet, attached to a MS. copy of the "Bfars
Rustique du Laboureur des Champs," a work of thedenth century, there is a vignette representing a
crossbowman aiming at a bird in the air; but @ridy a fancy of the engraver.

255 See Sir S. R. Meyrick's work on armour.
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Children will shortly take him for a wall, and sékir stone bows in his forehead.--fletchéfiag and
no King.

Who ever will hit the mark of profit, must be ltkese who shoot with stone-bows, wink with one-eye.
Marston'sDutch Courtezan.

| will now present the reader with a translatedspge from Le Plaisir des Chanff% a poem by
Claude Gauchet D'Ampmartinois. It minutely descsibiee manner by which the ancient sportsman
manoeuvred his stone-bow:--

Lors, avec l'arbalestre a la main, je m'approche,
Je bonde, et le boulet dans le fronde j'encoche;
Et l'oeillet dans le noix; puis par le trou je voy,

Et le merle et le point; alors m'arrestant coy,

Je desserre la clef. La serre se desbande,

Et I'are se rejette avecque force grande,

Envoye en l'air le plomb qui vers l'oiseau dresse,
L'atteinet, el I'abat mort, d'oultre en oultre perc

Then, with stone-bow in hand, | draw near, andiptaa bullet in its sling®’, and the loop upon the
nut of the lock, | bend it. Through the little sigiole therein, | espy my blackbird, and having ered
her with the bead, | touch the trigger. The spfligg; and the steel bow, recoiling with prodigious
force, drives the ball through the yielding aimeditly towards the bird. It strikes; and, O lucky#
my game falls to the ground, pierced through anolutdh.

Should there be, as | suspect, no poetical exatigretzere, the bow must have been a very
extraordinary one, to pierce even so small an oligough and through. It may be remarked, that
Gauchet speaks of the leaden bullet, instead l&yaban; because, perhaps, plomb, a monosyllable,
agreed better than boulet, with the measure oférise. In the sixteenth century, the stone-bow was
charged with clay balls and pebbles only, as itmaanports.

The road is still commonly seen in the shops ofgimemakers, both in London and the north of
England. Warrington retains its ancient celebrityrhanufacturing the steel part or lathe, whence, o
from the Continent, the crossbow makers of Lonadmg rarely made any, had their supply. To the
latter kind, there is an allusion in Harri&\gosto:--

But as a strong and justly temper d bow

Of Pyrmont steel, the more you do it bend,
Upon recoil cloth give the bigger blow,

And cloth with greater force the quarril send, &c.

John Paston, writing to his brother, thus expreBi&eancertainty of getting some necessary repairs
done to some arbalists, which belonged to himselfseveral other members of his family:--

"Also, sir, we poor sans derniers (moneyless méQaister have broken three or four steel bows;
wherefore we beseech you, if there be any maksteed bows in London which is very cunning, that
ye will send me word, and | shall send you the bthas be broken, which be your own great bow,
and Robert Jackson's bow, and John Pampeny's bege three last have cast so many calvys, that
they shall never cast quatrrils till they be new mad\ pun seems here to be intended. To cast galves
means to kill enemies; styled calves in contempar@ls are square-headed arrows.

When the bead, which answers to the sight on thezlmwf a fowlingpiece, is properly set, these
modern stone-bows shoot with the greatest nicdbpuf\twelve years ago, an individual at Liverpool
made a considerable bet, that he would break a-glass with a bullet discharged from one of them,
at the distance of sixteen paces. So far the fiwatved nothing marvellous. The most singular pért

26 paris, 4to. 1583.

%7 a fronde has been explained already. The loop,wiiés immediately behind it, is slipped over a kao
the moment of drawing down the lever. The stone-bawalso a single bead strained across au irorafaHe
end of the stock. With this the marksman coverghise, looking through a small hole made for theppse in
a part of the lock.
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the affair was, that any man could be found sudfitly foolhardy to place this glass upon his head,
and stand with his face towards the shooter whediat it! The bet, however, was duly won; the
glass having been broken into fragments, withoastightest injury to him who acted target. | have
myself known persons whom practice had renderamhas$tingly expert, even with the ordinary
crossbow of ancient times. Such was a late heguoeked Lord de Clifford, at King's Weston,
Gloucestershire, who rarely failed to strike dowwo rooks out of three with the common bird-bolt,
shot from a road which appeared to have been nizulé@ &wvo centuries ago.

This instrument was well known to Englishmen mdmnttwo centuries ago. A traveller who visited
the western coast of Africa about that period,teslavith considerable glee how he astonished the
natives by his expertness with this instrumenhdVe," says he, "with my stone or pellet bow, io tw
hours, killed twenty pigeons, even among the hqugkikh manner of shooting they had in wonderful
admiration."?®® By the exercise of some little taste and ingentitg young archer may construct
himself, or get constructed, a crossbow entirelwobd, far preferable to one of steel, which shall
throw a bolt with effect thrice the distance shpiaimy common fowlingpiece. It will answer

admirably for rabbit-shooting in a warren.

The great military crossbow, introduced into Engléy the Normans, was never very popular with
our Saxon ancestors’ Their princes of foreign race, however, held ithie highest estimation.
William the Conqueror was an expert arbalister; iuiglvery remarkable that Rufus and Coeur de
Lion, two of his immediate descendants, both egusilful, should have died by it.

During his expedition to Palestine, the favouremksbow was Richard's constant companion in the
field, and with it he caused many a haughty Sarémdite the dust, from off the lofty towers of
renowned Ascalon. Even when wasted with a burrénwerf and incapable of taking an active part in
the game of war, he exhibited a singular proofisfanedilection for this weapon. Having caused an
immense shed to be constructed of strong plankstdered it to be pushed forward to the trenches,
and thus protected, his engineers continued to woskcurity. Thither, also, was Richard himself
carried on a silken mattress; and there he poieddischarged his crossbow, killing and wounding a
number of the enemy. Observing a Saracen paradafpttifications, clothed in the armour of a
valiant Christian knight, he levelled his weaporasourately that the quarril buried itself in thesbm

of the presumptuous miscreafif,

Richard owed his death to a singular accident. gsabof the crown turned up a golden statue of
Minerva, whilst ploughing a field in the provinceE@ompeigne. Willing to secure a portion of this
valuable discovery, he divided it into halves, aedt one of them to the king, who, as superior, lord
conceived he had a right to the whole, and despdtathaughty message to the French nobleman,
commanding its instant surrender. The order natgebeyed, Richard went over to Normandy, and
having assembled a body of troops, laid siegedaé#stle of Chalus, where he understood this
treasure was concealed. Whilst riding alone rotnedatalls, to ascertain where the assault might be
commenced with the best prospect of success, hawesl at from a turret, by Bertram de Jourdan, a
famous crossbowman, who formed one of the garmba.pFacticed ear of Richard enabled him to
distinguish the twang of the bowstring. He instivielly bent forward over his horse's head, in thpeho
of avoiding the shot; and but for this precautite arrow would have struck his head, instead ®f hi
shoulder. In itself, the wound was not dangeroustlie square pyramidal head of the quarril rerdiere
its extraction an operation of great skill and @atie. Unhappily, there was no regular surgeon in
attendance, and the individual who attempted tatauit, So rankled the wound, that mortification
ensued. Whilst thus lying in the agonies of deattrd was brought that the place had been carried by
assault. Richard instantly ordered the archer watbdiot him to be singled out and brought into his

%8 Golden Trade, or Discoverie of the River Gamb&23, p. 156.

%%91n the thirteenth century they charged 3s. 8dafoEnglish crossbow, and 1s. 6d. per hundredgayuiarrils.
Even in this age of gunpowder, we could not purclsasé of the former as have survived the corrothiogh of
age for twenty times that sum.

270 Miscreant unbeliever.--Vinesauf, p. 338. Sir S. R. Meyridkcient Armour.
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presence, and writhing in agony, turned round toated what injury he had done him, that he should
seek his life.

"You slew," retorted the captive, "with your ownnlals, my father and my two brothers, and you
intended to hang me. | am now in your power, andanyres may give you revenge; but | shall
endure them with pleasure, happy in the consci@assakhaving rid the world of a tyrant.”

Liberty and a munificent present were the returdendy the hero for these bitter taunts of his
destroyer. But De Jourdan was never permitted joyegither; for Marcadee, a brutal mercenary, who
commanded a portion of the besiegers, enragedsaintooked-for termination of the expedition,
ordered the poor crossbowman to be flayed alive then

Hanged to feed the crow,

Spite of his arrows and his bow.

But see the man whose mad ambition gave

A waste for beasts, denied himself a grave.
Stretch'd on the land, his second hope survey;
At once the chaser and at once the prey.

Lo, Rufus tugging at the deadly dart,

Bleeds on the forest like a wounded hart.

That the King fell by the hand of Sir Walter Tyrrbls bowbearer, is a fact pretty generally known.
The following details of that catastrophe, chiafrived from tradition, may by their novelty amuse
the reader.

Charningham, one of the wildest and most romartitigns of the New Forest, is, by oral and written
testimony, assigned as the spot where Rufus ratéigedeath wound. Here, until within a little more
than the last half century, stood the de" cayedmantilated remains of that ancient oak from which
the fatal arrow is said to have glanced towardsiitim's breast. Almost every visitant to thisetre
endeavoured to carry off some fragment in memofyi®having been there; and it seemed probable
that the spot would be eventually forgotten, ungesse more lasting memorial were raisétwith

this view, the then Lord de la Warre, forest-rangieing in one of the neighbouring lodges, cauaed
triangular pillar to be erected, bearing the follogvlegends:--

Here stood the oak tree, on which an arrow sh@ibyValter Tyrrel at a stag, glanced and struck
William 11., surnamed Rufus, in the breast; of whatroke he instantly died, on the 2nd August 1100.

William 1l. being thus slain, was laid in a cartidreging to one Purkiss, and drawn from hence to
Winchester, and buried in the cathedral churclnaf ¢ity.

That the spot where an event so memorable occummigtht not hereafter be unknown, this stone was
set up by John Lord de la Warre, who has seerrg¢kegrowing in this place.

Of all our princes of the Norman race, hone magenausly enforced the laws of the chase than the
Red King, or more cruelly persecuted his Englidhjestts for their transgression: even his father had
been less unrelenting; and the poor Saxons hadvwemge but that of contemptuously styling him, "
Woodkeeper," and herdsman of wild beasts. No mahatfdespised origin could enter the royal
forests with dogs, or weapons calculated to degiezge, except at the peril of his life.

In consequence, it soon became a popular supenséithong the Saxons, that the devil frequently
appeared to their tyrants, under the most appatiimymstances, whilst they were recreating

271 A fragment of Rufus's oak, is or was preservetthénLitchfield Museum.
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themselves in these hunting grouAtfsReports so consonant to the feelings and preisdit a
barbarous age, received a most extraordinary eoafion from the chance which made hunting in
these English forests--the New Forest especiadiiatto the descendants of the Conqueror. Richard,
his eldest son, there received an arrow in histheaMay 1100, the nephew of Rufus, son to Duke
Robert, was also killed here by an arrow dischaigadvertently’®, and, strange to say, about three
months afterwards, the Conqueror's other son §elthb same weapon, in the same place, in the
manner | am now about to describe.

The scene of this event is a lovely secluded hqlxposed to the sun only on the west, where al smal
portion of the heath slopes gently downwards totrited beechen grove rears itself on the east, and
clumps of various trees of irregular growth forrareelter on every other side. Among these, winding
avenues of greensward afford access to every parédorest; and it is altogether just the sitoati
where a hunter might be tempted to repose, wheteth@ad fatigued with the chase.

That was already concluded, and William, dismounfiom his horse, had thrown himself upon the
verdant turf, with his crossbow on one side, aithfi?l hounds on the other. So he appeared when
found weltering in his blood. A stag suddenly dasheross the heath. The king turning towards it,
lifted up his hand to shade his eyes from the saimise At that moment he received the arrow, and as
it was found buried up to the feathers in his bireghsre can be no doubt but he died instantangousl|
Now the common belief is, that when Sir Walter E)tevelled the crossbow, he was not aware of his
vicinity to his master. At first the deer had apmbed at full speed, but not seeing any enemydalte
and began grazing quietly just behind the oakhat moment the arrow of Tyrrel, who lay in ambush,
27 coming in contact with the body or a branch oftiilee, some say it grazed upon the back of the
stag,--flew off at an angle towards the spot whieesking was sitting. A good arrow is always worth
the trouble of looking for; and when Tyrrel fouridit he had missed the game, most probably he went
in search of his. The King's horse, feeding atdafiyst attracted attention, and then the horrihléh
soon became apparent. Terrified at the accideringered not upon the spot; but, setting sputsto
horse, galloped to the sea-side, embarked for Eramd joined the Crusade, just then setting aut fo
Jerusalem.

Such is the substance of a tradition, partly furatby the descendants of the very man who found
and conveyed away the King's body in his cart. d¢tmunts of contemporary chroniclers differ from
it only in being less circumstantial: they perfgabree as to the principal facts. Yet, plausilsi¢he
tale appears, it suggests more "historic doubt#tidaarcher, than even that famous question
respecting the alleged deformity of our crookedkiedcRichard?”

| allude to the arrow and the oak, which, fromaaitiquity, has been assigned as the direct andeictdi
occasion of Rufus's death. By what means couldgsibly be ascertained that the former was turned
from its course by glancing on the latter ? Theg<ivas alone. He never spoke after receiving tted fat
wound. Had he even lingered, or been surrounddgtddgompanions of his day's pastime, neither he
nor they could possibly have known that the weagiouck upon any thing in its course. It was
unexpected and invisible, until it penetrated thegks body. An arrow glancing from a tree, leaves n
mark behind, because the wooden shaft, and ndighe, comes in contact with the opposing body.
As the sportsman of our day cleans his fowlingpiecel refits it with a new flint previously to ggin
into the field, so the ancient archer made thd p@ats of his arrows perfectly keen and sharp on
every similar occasiofi’® If one of these struck a tree, it would certaigiyno further, but remain
sticking in the bark. The oak, therefore, coulthfsih no evidence, and Sir Walter Tyrrel died in the

"2 |pse etiam in sylvis, diabolus subhorribili speliermannis se ostendere, plura eis de rege ab péilam
locutus est-Simio Dunelmensis, p. 225.

273 pjlredus Rievalliensis.@rd. Vital,, p. 780.

2" This scene and this mode of forest hunting are ehetlidated in the Book of King Modus, p. 217. ot
work.

2’5 Walpole's Historic Doubts.
278 Book of King modus, p. 220.
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Holy Land; independently of which, it is very imjmable he would recur to an event, whose
consequences he had fled from England to avoid.itdgy however, that he had returned, it would
be exceedingly difficult, after the lapse of yeaostecognise, among all the trees of that portibiine
forest, the particular one which is said to havedd the course of his arrow.

An authority recently quoted’, a different, and, in my opinion, a much more b version of the
story, although it obtains little credit, solelydagise no mention whatever is made of Rufus's oak. H
tells us, that Henry the king's brother, a Normaroh called William de Bretail, and several other
chiefs, were invited to accompany him in that dajfase. Early in the morning a workman brought
six crossbow arrows, exceedingly well made, andhlgegointed, as a present to the King. William,
having examined them, greatly praised their workshgy and keeping four for his own use, delivered
the other two to Walter Tyrrel, saying, "Bon archigonnes fleches?"® Walter Tyrrel was a
Frenchman, the inheritor of large estates in Pentrand being a most dexterous archer, became on
that account the chief favourite of his victim.

On arriving at the forest, each of the attendari& up his respective stand, according to the nodde
hunting pursued in those days, which was to lieait for the game, and shoot as it passedryrrel
alone remained near the King, opposite to whom &e stationed. Both held their crossbows bent,
with an arrow upon the nu° Suddenly a large deer, driven by the forestergsettuty it was to
windlass up the game, passed between them. Witliznw the trigger of his crossbow; but owing to
the string breaking, his arrow fell short. The aaliistartled at the noise, stood still, gazing atblim
on all sides, as deer are wont to @oAt that instant the King motioned Tyrrel to shdoait the latter
did not obey, not observing either the game ostgeal. Rufus growing impatient, and fearful the
stag would escape, hastily exclaimed, "Tirez dovalter! Tirez donc! comme si méme c'étoit le
diable."?®* Scarcely had the words passed his lips, whenrawaeither that of Tyrrel or some other
person, struck him on the breast. He instantly &itl expired without uttering a word. His favoarit
rushed to the spot, but finding life utterly extirfted towards the sea-coast, as before statd.

The body of William the Red, thus abandoned, asCivequeror's had been, was found lying on the
turf, which had become saturated with his bloodn@&n named Purkiss, and his sons, first made this
discovery, in returning home through the forestrfriieir daily occupation of charcoal burning.
Ignorant of the rank of the deceased, and consigévis fate a mere hunting casualty--as indeed it
was,--they placed the corpse in their cart, wrappedpiece of old linen, with the arrow still $ing

in the wound, and in this sordid condition, were temains of the second Norman king conveyed
towards the city of Winchester. On its arrival #heamot one of the splendid cavalcade who had ridden
so obsequiously at his side to that morning's chaas found to assist in performing the last dubies
humanity. On the first rumour of his death, eaeld fio his respective residence, to place it insiyse

of defence, fearing lest the royal succession ntightiecided by an appeal to the sword.

It is remarkable that when the late Duke of Glotmewas head ranger of the New Forest, a cottager
named Purkiss still resided upon the spot occuipjelis ancestor at the period of this histéfHis
calling and condition of life were in all respestmilar, having suffered no alteration during askaof

277 0rd. Vital. Henric. Knightonp. 2573.

278 good marksman deserves good arrows"
"Justum est ut illi acutis simae dentur sagittee Jefiferos exinde noverit ictus configerelbid.

2’9 See Book of King Modus, p. 217.
280"Cum arcu et sagitta in menu expectantiénric. Knighton Ord Vital. p. 2373.
21 3ed fracta corda, cervus de sonitu quasi attspigstitit, circumcirca respiciensIbid.

82 Shoot, Walter, shoot | as if it were the devilcgfie, trahe arcum, experte diabolHenric Knyghtonp.
2374.)

283 |n the face of all this, the Abbot of Seguin, peiminister of Louis le Gros, who wrote a life of lis¥Il.,
relates that Tyrrel positively assured him he hadseen Rufus on the day he was killeé8li-S. R. Meyrick.

24| pelieve some of them reside there still.
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more than six centuries. It seems that a whediefdentical cart used to convey the body of Ridus
Winchester, had descended as a heirloom from fath&wn. When this came to the knowledge of his
Royal Highness, he desired to become its purchasdrapplication was made to Purkiss, who
expressed a perfect willingness to part with thie,read it been still in his possession. But the
previous winter was a severe one; fuel proved scand dear; the ancient wheel shared the fate of
some old palings surrounding the hovel,--havingdthupon the chimney hearth!

But to return. It was doubtless very judicious pplin the English legislature to discourage theafse
any inferior weapons, which withdrew men from tixereise of the long bow. Yet even this motive
can scarcely account for the vigorous measurestaddp suppress them, which, upon the whole,
appear exceedingly absurd. Whilst thousands ofbimss, with all their necessary appliances,
occupied our public armories, the clerical counmigeatedly denounced them as "instruments hateful
in the sight of God and man." Several acts of parint were also passed, rendering it penal for
persons of a certain rank to have them in theisbsuthe qualification being limited to such as
possessed a hundred marks annual income. The pestordne of these statutes declares, that many
wicked and dissolute persons were accustomedéaatahg the public highways with crossbows
ready bent, and quarrils fixed thereon, committiramnton outrages on the propeffy, not

unfrequently on the persons, of his Majesty's pedisabjects. Here was certainly good reason for
legal interference; but the same crimes might hmeen committed with the long bow, an instrument
far less unwieldy, more rapidly discharged, andf gmall dimensions, equally capable of
concealment.

A correspondent of the Gentleman's MagaZiflevho furnishes the editor with a fac-simile of ken
VIIl.'s autograph, states that the original signatis attached to a licence granted to one of his
ancestors, to use and exercise his crossbow, mataitding any act or proclamation to the contrary.

That our parkers and woodsmen, as the English athciestyled their gamekeepers, were permitted to
carry this -proscribed instrument, will be fullyident from the subsequent narratives. It was
applicable to the destruction of all game now Kileith rifle and fowlingpiece; and Shakspeare has a
highly graphic picture of two keepers, thus arntgichg in wait for the venison:--

Enter SkinkloandHumphrey with crossbows in their hand.

Skinklo. Under this thick-grown brake we'll shroud ourssdyFor through this laund anon the deer will
come; And in this covert will we take our stand|li@g the principal of all the deer.

Humphrey I'll stay above the hill, so both may shoot.

Skinklo. That cannot be; the noise of thy crossbow Wiltesthe herd, and so my shot is lost. Here
stand we both, and aim we at the best; And thatithe shall not seem tedious, I'll tell thee whetteth

me on a time In this same place were now we mestanal.

The piety, virtue, and learning of George Abbotoviifled the see of Canterbury during the reign of
James I., shed a brilliant lustre on our ecclesiaishistory. But while these are sufficiently fdia to
most men, the remarkable incident which threw adlover the latter portion of his comparatively
blameless career, is known to few.

In order to counteract the effects of a very pdidfsorder to which this archbishop had long been
subject, his physicians prescribed active, evelentpexercises, and among these the chase. During
one of his summer journeys through Hampshire, j@iseed for a few days at Bramshall, the seat of
a dear friend and associate, the Lord Zouch. Histitnition and habits of life being well known teet
family, it was arranged that a grand stag-hunt khtaikke place in the park soon after his arrivaleO

of the foresters, named Peter Hawkins, desirosioav his respect for a guest whom his master
delighted to honour, was more than ordinarily zealm his office on that day, and it being his diaty

285" 1n the meantime Lord Stourton's men went to thetyra of William Hartgill, took his riding geldingarried
him to Stourton Park pales, and shot him with @slbow, reporting that Hartgill had been huntingim
lordship's park upon that geldingT+ial of Lord Stourton for murder of the Hartgills.

288 November, 1792. This periodical frequently corsaiery interesting papers on the ancient and modern
history of the bow.
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windlass up the deer towards the place where tteahop's party had stationed themselves, he soon
assembled a herd of between forty and fifty. Amtrem was a buck of a noble head, which this ill-
fated man greatly exerted himself to separate tlwrest, and drive within shot. Meanwhile each of
the hunters sought out a convenient stand; andrtitdishop, holding his crossbow bent, stationed
himself within a few paces of a large oak, the ésaef which partially concealed him from view. As
Hawkins continued in front of this tree, gallopiimgcircles around the deer, he was twice warned by
Lord Zouch to remain behind, the game being them arough. Just as the archbishop levelled his
weapon, with his finger on the trigger, the staglena rush on one side to escape, seeing which, the
poor keeper again spurred forwards; but the arragvthken wing, and meeting with a small bough,
glanced aside and struck him in the arm. "It wasabilesh wound, and a slight one," says the MS.
which furnishes the substance of this anecdotd;bgimg under the care of a heedless surgeon, the
fellow died of it in the course of one hour." Extelly, the injury might have appeared trivial, &eh
represented; but in reality, the steel head ofjtheril must have divided one of the great arteaes

in consequence the man bled to death.

No domestic occurrence of that period excited nadtention than the unhappy accident of
Archbishop Abbot. His own conduct on this tryingasion is the highest encomium on his humanity
and goodness of heart. The forester left behindahidow and four children, upon each of whom he
settled a comfortable annuity; and then, "beingristtincapable of consolation,” observes his
unknown biographer, he retired to an hospital atf@d of his own foundation, and passed the
remainder of his life in penitence and prayer.

A commission of twelve bishops was appointed, leydhecial command of King James, to deliberate
and report upon this untoward occurrence. They wemaired to say whether an act of homicide,
however unintentional, committed by a ministereadfgion whilst engaged in field sports, was
calculated to bring scandal on the church. Thertegmunded on Scripture and the canon law, is
distinguished for eloquence, learning, and deepares. Altogether, it is a most interesting docutnen
fully establishing the clergy's right to hunt, hgwkoot, and fish whenever the pursuit of these
amusements interfere not with the performance @if gacred duties. From the original and
unpublished MSS. formerly in the possession ofdachariah Gray, | extract a short passage by way
of specimen:--

"Touching the death of Peter Hawkins, wounded @ngark of Bramfield by a crossbow, July 24th,
1621,--" It is certain that, in foro conscientid@stcase may not only deservedly produce a fear and
trembling in him who was the accidental cause thfelgut justly make the tallest cedar of Lebanon to
shake, in debating with his inward man what critvie that hath provoked God to permit such a rare
and unusual action to fall out by his hand; anoactvhich maketh him for the time to be fabula vulgi
and giveth opportunity to the enemies of religidmlbkinds to rejoice; which furnisheth a souroe t

fill their books and libells within the realme, apdrhaps beyond the seas, and that concerning his
calling as well as his person, not only for thespre, but also for future ages, besides griefgo hi
friends, and some scandal to the weak, who doiglaily apprehend things, but raise questions which
few men can resolve. To all which may be addedirttezpretation of it to his Majesty, graciously or
otherwise; and the forfeiture that in rigorous ¢amndion of law may be put upon him, although held
for no great delinquent; beside the providing fevidow and four fatherless children; all which may
well pierce a heart that is not senselesse, an@udyight yield him matter enough for troubled
meditations."

Those personal inconveniences he naturally anteipdut they were very properly averted by an
exercise of the royal prerogative. "And you mayshee," says Dr. Hackett, in his life of Archbishop
Williams, "the King thought it more pardonable, Bese it was a hunting casualty; and was very
humane to all those harms beyond prevention, wieitlout in that sport wherein he greatly delighted
Therefore his Majesty resolved to give it him incsolatory letter under his hand, that he woulkd no
add affliction to his sorrow, nor take one farthingm his chattels and moveables, which were
confiscated by our civil penalties.”

Alban Butler, in describing the festival of St. @dfrancis de Chautal, mentions a case very sitoilar
this of Archbishop Abbot.- The Baron de Chautakliand of the saint, was accustomed to follow the
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chase in a habit made of deer's hide, dressedhgthair on, the better to deceive and approach his
game. On one occasion he had stationed himselinatthick tangled brake, to await the coming of
the deer. His friend, who was hunting with him uadty mistook him for one, and levelling his
crossbow, the arrow pierced him in the thigh. Heised the accident nine days. Whilst dying, he
caused his pardon of the person by whom he haddbesrio be recorded in the registers of the parish
church, strictly forbidding any man to prosecutdong him into danger.

A tradition extant in the West of England commenesan extraordinary act of suicide perpetrated
by means of the weapon under consideration. Thawiaoflicted the fatal wound, not with his own
hand, but by the instrumentality of his servant.

Sir William Hankford, a gentleman of ancient faméigd competent fortune, in Devonshire, was Chief
Justice of the King's Bench in the reign of HenrtyMuch of his life had been afflicted by periodical
attacks of nervous dejection,--a complaint of artely rare occurrence, however, among Englishmen
of that period. On returning from London, at thencoencement of the holidays, just before his death,
this malady appeared to influence him with alfdice, aggravated, as it is supposed, by some
disappointments he had endured at court. His faamity domestics, shocked at the air of sorrowful
anxiety visible in his countenance and deport. megnly endeavoured to banish his distress byyever
art of social kindness, and to encourage that tasteiral pleasures, in the pursuit of which aldee
appeared to derive satisfaction. One morning, Wwhitgaged hunting, he suddenly quitted the pack,
and, galloping homewards, ordered a domestic tovsamthe park-keeper to his presence in the hall.
It was with no small glee and satisfaction the sudildl woodsman obeyed the call, not doubting but
that, heartily tired of the chase, his master wessrdus of varying the day's pastime by a flighthat
heron or a mallard of the brook. He therefore cludigrentered his presence, surrounded by a lefsh o
docile spaniels, with the hooded falcon on his W& William Hankford, however, assumed an air

of stern severity, and pretending to have discaldrging his morning's ride extensive deprecations
upon the venison, rated this domestic soundly églect. The man, however, respectfully persisted
that he never omitted his nightly rounds; and, roeee, that any decrease in the herds of deer wias no
apparent to him. These remonstrances appearedmhgighten the displeasure of his master, and he
was dismissed with a peremptory order to go fovéirye night, having his crossbow ready charged,
and shoot any person, unchallenged, whom he canggipiassing within the precincts of the park. The
very next evening, the unhappy individual who heslied this command, stationed himself disguised
at the edge of a thicket, where he was certaimtownter his armed domestic. The keeper drew neatr,
his selfdevoted victim sprang forwards into thehpathen, faithful to the instructions he had reeeiv
the man levelled his weapon, and Sir William Han#tftay weltering in blood ! The author of the
"Worthies" makes allusion to this catastrophe, agdihat the stump of the oak near which it ocalrre
had been shown to some eminent lawyers riding #stesn circuit in his time. He was buried in
America church, and appeared on his tomb in a kmgebsture, with the two following lines

inscribed upon a label issuing out of his mouth.

Miserere mei, Deus, secundum misericordiam tuam.
Beati qui custodiant judicium, et facerent justitiamni tempore.

"No charitable reader," well observes the piousdiadreet Fuller, commenting on this act of self-
destruction, "will condemn his memory, who, whilérig, was habited with all requisites for a person
of his place."

To kill poachers upon the spot without ceremonyeaps to have been a general practice during the
feudal ages: thus, the Veel MS., before quotetesthat William Wicock, servant to Thomas, second
Lord of Berkeley, having caught William Goyle negihares in his master's wood, killed him with an
arrow." And Walter How, an under-keeper to the sasteav one Clift stealing deer, with a foriéf

out of his crossebowe.

The Inca Garcilasco de Vega preserves the pantgofaa singular duel between an Indian and a
follower of De Soto, the one armed with the lorng bther with the crossbow. In all probability

287 The forker is a bifurcated arrow.
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similar conflicts were not unfrequent during ourroancient military expeditions to the Continent,
though historians have omitted to record them.

Whilst the Indians were in complete rout, after sfege of Alambano, a warrior, suddenly detaching
himself from the fugitives, walked down to the wadale, armed with bow and quiver. There he
shouted to his foes, intimating, by signs and aviesds of broken Spanish, that he challenged any
crossbowman among the Christians to approach gradghot with him from shore to shore. Hearing
this, Juan de Salinas, an Asturian hidalgo, whth sdme of his comrades, had screened himself from
the arrows within a small clump of trees, quickigpped forth, and stationed himself opposite the
Indian, armed with his crossbow. Here we have arosl solitary instance where the followers of De
Soto respected the lofty chivalrous spirit whicht@ialy animated these Floridan warriors; for when
one of Juan's companions shouted that he shoyldistd he brought him the protection of his shjeld
the brave Salinas peremptorily refused to takeaawantage of his naked foe; whilst the Indian,
therefore, was selecting an arrow from his quiieralso carefully placed one upon his arbalisthBot
levelled and discharged their weapons at the saomeemt; but our hidalgo proved himself the better
marksman, and his quarril buried itself in the &mdé bosom. The dying warrior was received in the
arms of his countrymen, who quickly bore him frdm scene of action; but he fell not wholly
unrevenged, for his arrow passed through the nagieeGpaniard's neck. Fearful lest irritation niigh
ensue from drawing it out precipitately, he hastielpack to his comrades with the shaft crossedan th
wound. None of the other Indians attempted to nidies in his departure, as the challenge had been
avowedly man to man. On another occasion, the Spammmander directed his troops to attempt the
passage of a lake or morass, bordered by a threktfaon the further side of which the savages were
observed to be collecting in great force. Eachpesptherefore, took a crossbowman behind him upon
the crupper, that an imposing force might be asseamnore quickly, to protect the landingplace, and
seize upon the only passage into the interiorabuhe soldiers were yet in the middle of the water
storm of arrows descended upon them, while the hidsbus yells issued from all sides.

At that instant, the horse of Alvarez Fernandelzdehd under him, and many more were mortally
wounded; whilst the remainder, maddened also vath,plunged and reared in the water, which
reached beyond their saddle girths. The foots@diare quickly dismounted; and as the wheeling
and plunging of the horses exposed their rideilslers to the enemy, not one had escaped arrow
wounds. And now the savages, observing their hedpgendition in the water, raised the warhoop, and
rushed forwards to despatch them, shouting vidiotieir comrades. It was a scene of the wildest
confusion. Up to their armpits in the current weeen the Christians engaged in mortal struggle with
their tawny adversaries; horses galloping mastedémng the shore; and hordes of natives crowding
to the combat. Recovered at length from their festor, the nearest Spaniards crossed over aarnindi
bridge of logs, and hastened to the succour of twenpanions. It was then a large body of warriors
met them, led by a chief perfectly naked, armedhaitormidable bow, and having his head decorated
with lofty plumes. He marched about twenty pacesdwance of his men, and was evidently
manoeuvring to gain the protection of a large tbedind which he could securely gall the Spaniards
with his arching. A soldier, named Gonzalo Silvesseeing this, hailed his comrade, one Anton
Galvon, a crossbowman, who, though unhorsed andeexy had, soldier-like, kept possession of his
weapon. Preceded by Silvestre, holding before himikked surcoat, used by the Spaniards as body
armour, which he found floating in the water, henaged to reach the tree before his Indian
adversary. Enraged at being thus defeated, tler latein instant let fly; three arrows with an uirey

aim, and they had certainly proved fatal, but fer garment still used by Silvestre as a shieldcivhi
being wet, effectually deadened the force.

When the practiced eye of Galvon perceived thegawas within crossbow range, he levelled his
weapon and lodged its quarrel in his adversangsthéhe dying Indian staggered only a few paces,
ere he exclaimed to his followers, "The traitorgénalain me." With mournful cries they received him
as he fell, and passing his body from one to amptwaveyed it from the fatal field.

Vitachuco, a Floridan cacique, had fallen into ltlaeds of the Spaniards, by whom he was detained a
prisoner. Many of his people shared his captiatyne of them having been taken at the same time,
others came voluntarily to undergo the fate, anaister to the wants of their beloved chief. With
these he entered into a plot to attack the Spa&tvdut the time of their mid-day meal, slay asynan
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of them as possible, and then escape into thewdnog woods. Sticks and stones, but chiefly some
culinary utensils of their captors, were the onapons these savages could lay their hands on;
nevertheless they wielded them with terrible enengynbers of the Christians had their limbs broken;
or were burnt, bruised, and scalded beyond a chafiteeovery. One man had nearly the whole of his
teeth knocked out; his head was terribly cut; aischhsailant was in the act of giving him treaup de
grace,as some comrades arrived to his rescue. Snatabiagspear, which accidentally lay against
the wall, the Indian then took to his heels, amdup a hand-ladder into a loft, the door of which
opened upon a sort of basse court. Thither theiSmneagerly pursued him; but it was not possible
to ascend, as he occupied the top of the landiagepland with the lance threatened destructionyo a
who should molest him. At this juncture, a relatajrthe general, named Diego de Sdfbentered

the court-yard, bearing his crossbow. Though failkare of the power of this weapon to wound or kill
him from afar, the savage unshrinkingly maintaihedpost: death in some shape or another he
foresaw was inevitable; he therefore only soughtmdall unrevenged. As was usual in case of
present danger, the Spaniard had come with crosededy bent, and an arrow upon the groove.
Whilst resting the butt upon his shoulder, prepagato shooting, the savage collected all his fprce
and discharged the lance with prodigious violettsesteel head-grazed De Soto's shoulder; and the
reverberating shaft, as it penetrated the groumalid half length behind, struck him upon his knees
But at the same instant his adversary fell to tir¢he transfixed by the quarril, which had entened

left breast.

| shall conclude this chapter with an anecdotewtatlly dissimilar to the last, except that the
Spaniard encountered an adversary differing somewlspecies from the Floridan warrior.

"A bowman of our company," says the author of "Rikssaof the Ocean;" "bent his crossbow against
an old ape with a long tail, bigger than a babddnis ape made as though she would wait for the
arrow; but as soon as she saw it directed by siguttne eye, casting down a stone upon the archer,
she shrewdly bruised his face, and brake his tadtlof his head. Yet the monkey was punished for
her strange stratagem; for at what time the stethedwn upon the archer, the quarril ascended into
the ape, and they eat her for a dainty dish. linfrgo great hunger oppressed them, that theydiad e
toads, or any other worse meat."

288 Killed at the battle of Mauvilla, where an arrowerzed his eye, and came out at the back of hid.hea
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SOCIETIESOF MODERN ARCHERS.

"What is the wager ? " said the queen
" That must | now know here;"--
"Three hundred ton of Rhenish wine,
Three hundred ton of beer;

Three hundred of the fattest harts
Which run on Dallom Lea."

"That's a princely wager," said the king,
Needs must | tell to thee."

With that bespake one Clifton then,

Full quickly and full soon,

"Measure no marks for us, my sovereign liege,
We'll shoot at sun and moon."

"Full fifteen score your mark shall be,
Full fifteen score shall stand.”

"I lay my bow," said Cliflon then;

"We cleave the willow wand."

Robin Hood and Queen Katharine.

A SMALL body of archers accompanied the Duke of Bngham in his expedition against the Isle of
Rhé in 1627; a few fought also at the siege of Bevjiduring the civil troubles which ensued shortly
after; one Neade and his son, both veteran bowhaing been commissioned to raise a body of
archers for his majesty's service. The besiegedreld a similar force within the walls, and to #hes
reference is intended in the following extractl;-Having the guard of the riverside," says Captain
Gwynne, "and standing by Sir Jacob Ashley, a bebadew stuck into the ground betwixt his legs.
He plucked it out with both his hands, saying, 'Adgues, you missed your aiff ™ Bowmen

formed part of the forces commanded by the gallauitunfortunate, Marquis of Montrose, during the
contest between King Charles and his Scottish stdjeome few years afterwards; and these are
stated by modern authorities to have been theMagtcarried the warbow and barbed arrow into the
battle-field. But does not the honour of being ohéhe latest upholders of military archery more
properly belong to a redoubtable old soldier of¢harch militant, mentioned in my account of the
Royal Scottish Body Guard? Could we trace his syiset history, is it not more than probable he
would be found to have actually done battle with'airtillery” *° in defence of protestantism and the
sacred order to which he belonged?

However this be, we have abundant means of knothiaigarchery, as a national English pastime,
never became wholly extinct. Even whilst our bowmre carrying a scourging hand in France, and

289 Memoirs, p. 39.

29t is one among many proofs how entirely time aincuenstances have changed our language, that th wo
artillery, at present specifically applied to cannon, artianeant bows and arrows only: "And David gave his
artillery to the lad."”

Then some would leape, and some would runne,
And some would use artillery.
Which of you can a good bow draw,
A stout archer for to be ?
Robin Hood and the Curtall Friar

The Artillery Company of London was originally a lyoof archers.
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the statute of Queen Elizabeth declared their wespmbe "God's special gift to our nation,"” the
fraternities of St. George and Prince Arthur weserimen incorporated for pastime only, both owing
their origin to Henry VIII, who appointed Sir Chig@her Morris master of the ordnance, and Antony
Knevit overseer of the former. For the latter heced a title as romantic as it was appropridtet "
them be called,” said he, "The ancient Order, Seciand Unitie laudable, of Prince Arthure's
Knightes and his Knightlie Armory of the Round Tegbland wherever he saw a good archere and a
fair, he chose and ordained such an one to beeehter their list. The associates were fifty-six in
number, each assuming the name of one of theritbustworthies in that brotherhood of chivalry.
When Robinson published his "Famous History of é&iArthur's Knights," during the succeeding
reign, every archer, as we learn from a MS. catsagf his typographical labours, bought a copy,
commencing with Master Thomas Smith, her Majes@yistomer, who being Prince Arthur himself,
payed 5s., his fifty-six knights 1s. 6d., and evesyuire 8d. each, for the volum&.A no less
personage than Justice Shallow claims to have tieemnf these archers: "I played Sir Dagonet,” says
he, "in Prince Arthur's shew," by which Shakspedearly meant a meeting of the toxophilites, and
not an ordinary pageant. They assembled at Milecaeen, near London. Probably Shakspeare
himself was often among them.

Their charter authorised them to shoot at "all ®ahd game" --in that age, no trifling privilege--
within the suburbs of the metropolis; and it wadHar declared, that during their weapon shewings,
each archer should, by way of caution to the spastapronounce the word "fast," before he loosed
his arrow: which done, provided public proclamati@d also been made that the populace should
abstain fifty paces from either side of the buitme of the fraternity were liable to prosecutieven
for manslaughter, in case of accident from thein\as.

At the very commencement of the seventeenth ceniveyhad the Royal Edinburgh Bowmen, and
shortly afterwards the Richmond Archers, who passa®cord of their silver arrow having been won
by Henry Calvert, of Eyreholme, Esquire, as farkbae the year 1673, and both still flourish as
connective links between ancient and modern daysstarcely just, therefore, to term the numerous
bow-meetings established at various recent per@dsyival of archery; since, speaking figuratively
the strema, though at times faint and low, has nexen for the shortest period, been wholly
annihilated.

To the north of England, generally, must be assighe merit of having preserved a traditionary
knowledge of the long bow, when its practice wainekin other parts of the kingdom. Lancashire
and Cheshire, counties once famous for recruitiumgaomies with those bands of tall archers, ea&h on
of whom boasted of carrying four and twenty Scotsmeder his gird|é%2

291 Bankes's MS.

292 An allusion to the sheaf of twenty-four arrows aisucarried into action. The establishment of aaldyody-
guard began with Henry VII., who ordered fifty tpltked archers to be selected out of Lancashirg. It
remarkable that the guardsmen are still extensrelyuited there; for, although the ancient moforethis
preference has long ceased to exist, traditionasyoen has perpetuated it. Queen Elizabeth doubéedumber
of her body-guard, showing much pleasure in beimgpsinded by the archers in all public processishs;also
took great interest in their personal appearandad&tipline, of which there is a curious instairceome letters
preserved in the Bodleian Library, Oxford. "Queerzé&tieth loved to have all the servants of her qunagper
men, and, as before said, Sir Walter Raleigh'sefudpresence was no mean recommendation to hifnthgak
his first preferment at court was captaine of hajastic's archer guard. There came a country geatiean
sufficient yeoman, up to towne, who had severahesnbut one an extraordinary proper handsomenfe]lo
whom he did hope to have preferred to be a yeorhtire@uard. The father, a goodlie man himself, cotoe
Sir Walter Raleigh, a stranger to him, and told Hiat he had brought up a boy, that he would delsaeing
many children, to be one of her majestic's guatthtl® Sir Walter, 'Had you spoke for yourselfe, dslal
readily have granted your desire, for your persesedves it; but | put in no boys. Said the fatt@wme in
boye.' The son enters, about eighteen or ninetegrsuch a goodlie proper young fellow, as Sir AfdRaleigh
had not seen the like: he was the tallest of allgharde. Sir Walter swares him in immediately; artered him
to carry up the first dish at dinner, where the €ubkeheld him with admiration, as if a beautifldung giant
had stalked in with the service."
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, are at present conspicuous for numerous andrdi®ye-meetings. In a day's journey through that
portion of England, butts and marks erected uperdtvns, before the drawing-room windows of
gentlemen's mansions, meet our eyes almost aseidyuas rifle targets, along the shores of
beauteous Leman's Lake.

| recollect a rather amusing proof of the laudadprit du corps, existing among these Cheshire and
Lancashire bowmen, a relic of ancient pride ofl skdinsmitted from their ancestors. Whilst target
shooting with 3 small party at Tuttshif® a lovely spot on the summit of Vaga's rocky bayritle
author of the History and Antiquities of ChesHite then residing at Sedbury Park, passed by. Being
known as a good bowman, we challenged him to g blgtwith ready wit, he made a familiar north
country proverb to serve as his excuse: "A Lancashan should never miss." Just then he was more
devoted to the book than the bow; his literary lakdeft no time for practice, and he was unwilling

by exhibiting at a disadvantage, to compromisedpeitation of his countrymen.

The ancient renown of our northern archers has tieesubject of much panegyric by their
contemporaries. Hear Drayton's description- ofGheshire men engaged in civil broil at the batfle o
Blore Heath. The Earl of Salisbury, their leadsrtthie individual first alluded to.

He caused a flight of shafts to be discharged;first
The enemy, who thought that he had done his worst,
And cowardly had fled in a disorded route,

Attempt to wade the brook; he wheeling soon about,
Set fiercely on that part which then were passext.ev
There Dutton Dutton kills; a Done cloth kill a Dgne

A Booth a Booth; and Leigh by Leigh is overthrown.
A Venables against a Venables cloth stand;

A Troutback fighteth with a Troutback, hand to hand.
There Molyneux cloth make a Molyneux to die,

And Egerton the strength of Egerton cloth try.

Oh Cheshire, wert thou mad? of shine own native gor
So much until this day, thou never shed'st before.

In Weber's tale of Flodden Field, Lord Stanley addes those who fought under his banner in the
following pithy style;

My Lancashire most lovely wights,

And chosen men of Cheshire strong;

From sounding bows your feathered flights
Let fiercely fly yon foes among.

John Taylor, the Water Poet, thus describes thig Both personal observation.

Within these few yeeres, | to mind doe call

The yeoman of the guard were archers all.

A hundred at a time | oft have seen,

With bowes and arrowes ride before the Queen.

Their bowes in hand, their quivers on their showder

Was a most stately shew to the beholders.

And herein, if men rightly doe observe,

The arrowes did for two great uses serve:

First for a shew of great magnificence,

And trustie weapons for to guard their prince.
Prayer of the Grey Goose Wing.

29 The seat of the worthy and hospitable James Evags, Es

294 ___.Ormerode, Esq., of Ormerode Hall.
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Enumerating the different towns and villages frolmewce they proceeded, he says--

All Lancashire, for the most part,

The lusty Stanley stout did lead;

A stock of striplings, stout of heart,

Brought up from babes with beef and bread.

From Warton unto Warrington,
From Wigan unto Waresdale;
From Wedicar to Waddington,
From old Ribchester, to Rochdale.

In another place it is said, that Sir Richard Blmidught considerable succour of his tenants and
archers, out of Brundall in Lancashire, to thestasice of the Earl of Surrey. He behaved with great
gallantry at Flodden; and to the Lancashire arctiergame of that victory has been generally
ascribed. To Bosworth also--

A most selected band of Cheshire bowmen came,
By Sir John Savage led, besides two men of name.

Drayton.

| think it is in Weber's poem that a Lancashire mamed "Long Jamie," one of the archer guard,
shoots three of his comrades, in revenge for antioffered to the Earl of Derby. Pleading his aaus
before the King, he first recounts the origin of httachment to that nobleman; then the particular
instance of skill and strength which led to his &$ion among the royal military attendants:--

They called me craven to my face,

When | was to my supper sat;

And bade me flee all from the place

Unto that coward, the Earle of Derbie.
Whilst | was little, and had small geare,
He was my helpe and succour true;

He took me from my father dear,

And kept me with his own,

Tyll | was able of myself

Both to shoot, and prick a stone.

Then, under Greenhithe on a daye,

A Scottish mynstrell came to thee,

And broughte a bowe of eugh to drawe,
But alle the guarde might not stir that tree.
Then the bowe was given to the Earle of Derbie,
And the Earle delivered it to me.

Seven shots before your face | shot,

And at the eighthe in sunder it did flee.

| bade the Scot bowe down his face,

And gather up the bowe, and bringe it to his kinge.
Then it liked your noble Grace,

Into your guarde me to brynge.

It is remarkable that Sir Ashton Lever, to whosalaes exertions the revival of archery in the
metropolis may be partly attributed, should haverba Lancashireman. Whether his well-known
coadjutor in this good work, the elder Mr. Warimgas equally far north, | cannot state positivelyt, b

| fancy he was. The "English Bowman" thus alludethe circumstances which induced them to turn
their thoughts upon this fine old rural pastimejlsttsurrounded by the hurry, turmoil, and absogbin
interests of what is called London life.

"About the year 1776, Mr. Waring, who may justlysigled the father of modern archery, resided
with Sir Ashton Lever at Leicester House Havingcowtinual application to business contracted an
oppression upon his chest, he resolved to tryffieeteof the bow in affording relief. Accordinglyeh
made it a regular exercise, and in a short timeegreat benefit from the use of it; and ascrities
cure, which was perfect, solely to the use of arsch®ir Ashton Lever, perceiving the good effects
which so engaging an amusement had upon the adistitfollowed Mr. Waring's example, and took
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up the bow. He was soon joined by several of énéts, who, in the year 1780, formed themselves
into a society under the title of Toxophilites."

The patronage of his Majesty George the Fourth thadratification he seemed to feel, whilst Prince
of Wales, in an amusement so many of his illustifamefathers had delighted to honour, assisted in
reviving the public taste for archery. Like HarrgrBy-

He was indeed the glass

Wherein the noble youth did dress themselves.
* * * *

So that in speech, in gait,

In diet, in affections of delight,

In military rules, humours of blood,

He was the mark and glass, copy and book,
That fashioned others.

Among the odd collection of miscellaneous itemgiem and modern, suspended around the walls of
the den where | am writing, is a full-length portef his Royal Highness, in the costume of Captain
General of the Kentish archers. He is represemedsing himself after a shooting match, and
gracefully holds in his left hand a beautiful batkew, the only correct representation of that
instrument | ever met with in print or painting.

The northern archery societies, before Sir Ashtewelr's and Mr. Waring 's time, were--

Date Prizes
The Royal Edinburgh Arche 1600

Richmond Archers 1673 Silver arrow, silver cup, &c.
Scroton Archers 1673 Silver arrow, horn spoon, &
Darlington Archers 1758 (Silver medal, silver cup,

(silver gorget and banner.

The enthusiasm which attended the revival of aschan only be compared to that which animated
the admirers of Shakspeare and the ancient dramealy during the Garrick era Soon after the
Royal Toxophilites were established, almost evenyserable city in the kingdom possessed its
bow-meeting. The following may be received as dtporrect list of the societies to which they gav
birth, arranged alphabetically:--

Archers of Archinfield, near Hereford - Several valuable prizes.

Bowmen of Chevy Chase, Morpeth - Bugle,hornspoon, and medal.

Bowmen of Chevy Chase, Newcastle - Gold and silver medals.

Bowmen of Chevy Chase, Town Moor, Northumberlarilver quiver, gold medal.

Cambridge Bowmen - Silver arrow.

Essex Archer$™

Hainhalt Foresters - Two splendid bugle horns, and two medals.
Hatfield Archers - Several valuable prizes.

John o' Gaunt's Bowmen, Lancaster - Silver arrow, gold medals.

Kentish Rangers - Gold medal.

Lancashire Bowmen, Cheetham Hill - Bugle horn and medals.

Lancashire and Broughton Archers - Beautifully mounted quiver and four pair of armw
Liverpool Mersey Bowmen - A silver bow and bugle horn.

29 Or thereabouts. The prizes of this company arerites] elsewhere.

2% prizes unknown.

- 136 -



Mercian Bowmen
Musselburgh Archers
Northumberland Archers

Old Sarum Archers

Robin Hood Bowmen

Royal British Bowmen

Royal Company of Archers
Royal Kentish Bowmen

Royal Surrey Bowmen
Southampton Archers

St. George's Bowmen
Teucerean Society of Archers
Toxophilite Society

United Society of Archers, Cannock Chase
Woodmen of Arden
Woodmen of Hornsey
Yeoman Archers

Yorkshire Archers

Of still more recent formation, are the,

Archers of the Abbey of Burgt. Edmunds
Blackmoor Foresters.
Beulah Spa Archers.
Brompton Archers.
Carisbrook Archers.
Clapham Archers.
Derbyshire Archery Society.
East Berkshire Archers.
East Somerset Archers.
Gwent Bowmen.

Glasgow Archers.
Herefordshire Bowmen.
Harlow Bush Archers.
Melksham Foresters.

- Several valuable prizes.

- A silver arrow.

- Bugle horn, gold and silver medals.
- Gold and silver medals, silver arrow.
- Bugle horn, gold and silver medals.
- Silver arrow, tipt with gold.

- Silver arrow, silver cup.

- Bugle horn, gold medal.

- Silver arrow, gold medal.

- Gold medal.

- Bugle medal.

- Silver bugle, four silver medais.

- Queen's prize, silver bugle, medals
- Silver bow, silver medal.

- Bugle horn, silver arrow, medals, &c.
- Gold and silver medals.

- Medals.

- Silver bugle.

Needwood Foresters.

Newton Villa Archery Society.

Robin Hood Society of Gloucestershi
Royal Sherwood Archers.

Stourhead Bow-meetings”
Staffordshire Bowmen.

Selwood Foresters.

South Saxon Archers.

St. George's Bowmen.

Stoke Leigh Camp Archer$*
Wellsbourne Archers.

West Berkshire United Archery Club.
West Somerset Archers.

Windsor Archers.

It is not pretended that the above catalogue caaprevery society, large and small, within the
compass of Great Britain. Many include merely aifamarty; others, though perhaps less exclusive,
have still neither local habitation nor a name, tradr proceedings never transpire beyond their own
immediate circle. We find some excellent marksnodiinoth sexes, among these little knots of

archers, notwithstanding.

First in seniority among modern societies, areTibeophilites, who originally erected their buttsoup
the lawn behind Leicester House; but alas | thrahghrapid journey which London has been making

297 5jr R. C. Hoare.

298 Near Bristol.

- 137 -



out of town for the last century, the place thadwrthem, now knows them no more. Reader, just
fancy an honest country archer visiting the metlisdor the first time in his life, A. D. 1839. Head
long previously discovered in Hargrave's anecdgesshance in those of little Oldfield, where this
celebrated body shot in the days of Sir Ashton. fooiyrather than the vagaries of fashion, has peen
from youth up, the characteristics of his ancestashe in Wensley Dale, the romantic shores of
Ulswater, or some spot equally remote and beautiitakes his "ease at his inn," at the Bedford, o
other similar establishment within the purlieuGafvent Garden. Having indulged in a due degree of
repose after the fatigues of a long journey, hersnipon its object, namely, to inspect the wondérs
the Great Metropolis, but, above all, to withesnie®f its archery parades; and this he considdls wi
be best done by a visit to the shooting-groundefftoxophilites, as the chief society in town.
Accordingly, whilst discussing a broiled chickendahe remains of his bottle of Chambertin, many
inquiries are directed to the waiter respectingrtzal to "Leicester House Gardens." These, however,
he utters with an air of perfect nonchalance, amxim escape being set down as altogether a
greenhorn The man, accustomed to the little inaages of country gentlemen, when conversing
about streets and places in London, directs hithgsquare of that name, and, buoyant with
expectation, he sallies forth. The evening turntssach as archers love--calm, serene, cloudless; an
hastening onwards, he meditates upon his chanazgalfing the Toxophilites engaged at their sport,
when he will be enabled to judge, from personakoletion, how far the Scroton and the Richmond
have the odds in a challenge they contemplate sgnditheir Metropolitan brother archers. Although
the localities he is compelled to traverse, in oomity with the waiter's instructions, certainly dot
exactly "babble of green fields," nevertheless lighps on, little dreaming of disappointment. But
imagine his vacant stare, whilst some good-natpessenger explains the irresistible march of brick
and mortar.

"What, here!" exclaims our astonished countrymamdng granite flags, macadamised roads, ranges
of dingy houses, and a human tide rushing by, eadh individual composing it bore the cares of
three kingdoms upon his shoulders!"

"Even so, good sir;--these now usurp the greenyslawns where Britain's prince charmed all hearts
by his affability, and all eyes by the grace withigh he drew the bow, as he excelled in every other
noble accomplishment®*®

| have already compared the ardour with which, tolwahe close of the last century, Englishmen
resumed the ancient national weapon to the Shalespsania prevalent about the same period. A
similar rage for possessing even the most trivili¢ mnalogous to the objects of their respective
idolatry possessed the votaries of each. The To#eondon, the castles of Windsor, Edinburgh,
Dover,--every fortalice and gothic mansion in theee kingdoms,--were ransacked, in the expectation
of discovering some remnants of old English arch&€he search was in general but ill rewarded;
though, whenever any thing did come to light, isvit@asured up with eager fondness, or disposed of
at a price ridiculously exorbitant.

My own feelings with respect to this subject amesuit enough; yet is it possible to avoid laughing,
when one reflects on the overwhelming rage whickspssed that honest toxophilite, who discovered
the domestics of a certain Scottish mansion iratitef cooking their master's haggis with a paotel
bows long secreted there! My readers will compite the indignation excited in the dramatic world,
when Warburton's cookmaid confessed to having @eMtte rarest specimens of his early English
plays to a similar use. In both cases, it mightjbiée as well that the respective offenders had
challenged every archer and playgoer summoned tygojury, had either of these exploits periled life
or liberty.

In imitation of the Stratford jubilee, instituted arrick in honour of Avon's Bard, the Toxophidite
contemplated a similar festival in memory of théebeated author of the "Toxophilus." Why they
never carried their plan into execution, | am uedblstate exactly; | believe some difficulty was
experienced in ascertaining the date and placésafativity. Perhaps they would yet like to knovath

299 Many persons yet living have seen the Prince sigaetith the Toxophilites in the grounds of Leiceste
House.
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he was born at Kirkley Whiske, an obscure villag&@hmondshire, in the North Riding of York,
about the year 1511, being the son of John AschHahesame place, an independent freeholder,
much esteemed by his contemporaries for probitygaud sense, to which honourable endowments
he owed his situation as steward to the Lord Scodfdolton House.

At an early age his son Roger became page to SiryH¥ingfielde, in whose family he acquired that
love of archery which adhered to him through IHie afterwards married Mrs. Margaret Howe, a lady
of family and fortune, ancestress to the presehtenfamily of that name. Ascham's constitution,
naturally weak, had been long overstrained by sttiayill effects of which, as he tells us, he latzul

to counteract by daily exercise at the shootindsbéit length, about the close of the year 1568,
having sat up very late, according to custom, @eoto finish a poem intended for presentatiorh® t
Queen, he was attacked with a violent fit of theeggvhich proved mortal.

The following passage in Abraham Darcie's "AnndiEmgland" will likewise be perused with
interest, as containing some curious informati@peeting Ascham's private habits. "The last day but
one of this present year (1568), pardon me thist shigression for the memorie's sake of an honest
and virtuous man, who being borne in the counti¥arke, and brought up at Cambridge, was the
first of our nation that refined the Greek and hdtingues, and the puritie of the style, with slagu
commendation of his eloquence. He was some tinderda Queen Elizabeth, and her secretarie for
the Latin tongue; and yet, notwithstanding he wasrgto play and cockfighting, he both lived and
died not very rich®, leaving behind him two elegant books, as monusehhis rare wit and
understanding; one of which was styled "Toxophitrsschole of shootinge,” and the other,
"Scholarca” From a letter not found, as | beliegmegany published edition of his works, it appeduatt
he owed his church preferment to the former ofdhtesatises. "I once wrote," says he, "a littlekboo
of Shewtinge, which King Henry, her (Queen Elizéstnoble father, did so well like and allow, that
he gave me a living for it." Henry's love and knedge of archery have been already described
elsewhere.

The author of the "Seasons" likewise, another niagenius, appears to have handled his shafts as
adroitly as he did the angling-rod. Who that iswsigted with that exquisite passage, beginning--

"Just in the dubious point, where with the pool
Is mix'd the trembling stream; or where it boils
Around the stone, or from the hollow bank
Reverted plays in undulating flow,

There throw, nice-judging, the delusive fly;

And as you lead it round with artful curve,

With eye attentive mark the springing game.
Straight, as above the surface of the flood
They wanton rise, or urged by hunger leap,
Then fix, with gentle twitch, the barbed hook,"--

will deny his adroitness with the latter? And wérere no decisive evidence of Thomson's reputation
as an archer, we are justified in upholding itpfrthe pains taken by Mr. Chalmers, and some other o
the original Toxophilites, to find out every pattiar respecting his early life. How far they were
successful, I know not; but if the following trivianecdote be thought worthy of a place in their
records, they are also exceedingly welcome tolibu the year 1725 the poet kept an academy on
Kew Green, and twice or thrice a week a few ofehiler scholars were invited to the palace, as
playmates for the Prince of Wales. One of them,ewhittlejohn, being a great favourite with his
Royal Highness, he once observed to him-- "Lithej&, when | am king, you shall be our bow-

30 with such tastes, his wealth would be infinitelgna surprising than his poverty. It is very remétkahat
the "Toxophilus" contains some serious admoniti@specting the destructive habit of gaming; witimeat
exhortations, that the youth of his age shoulddgoréne dice-box, and follow "the harmless and mamigrcise
of the bow."

%91 The prince alluded to the well-known comrade of terong thief* Robin Hood. Would the reader ltcesee
the origin of his name?
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bearer in chief, and have Sherwood Forest." Them@®was given with all the sincerity of ingenuous
childhood. It were interesting to know if Mr. Libhn survived, and saw his royal friend the monarc
of three kingdomé&®. | would have petitioned for the head rangershigllaevents.

That magnificent spectacle, the Grand Meeting ah&rs, which took place on Blackheath, May
29th, 1792, owed its origin to the Royal Toxophb#it The weather was most propitious, and the
novelty of the scene drew together an incrediblecoarse of spectators. At noon the archers, clothed
in Kendall green, met at their respective tentdctvivere pitched in a line fronting the south.
Immediately opposite these, fourteen pair of targabged from north to south: a distance of one
hundred yards intervened between each; and thesaeggbin the following order when reckoned
downwards from the front of the tents:--

Surrey Bowmen; two sets of targets.

St. George's Bowmen.

Royal Kentish Bowmen; two sets of targets.
The Toxophilite Society.

Archers' Division of the Artillery Company.
Woodmen of Arden.

Robin Hood's Bowmen; two sets of targets.
Woodmen of Hornsey.

Bowmen of Chevy Chase.

Suffolk bowmen.

The following programme of the day's amusementspuddished by authority of the stewards:--
GENERAL ORDERS.

At eleven o'clock, the leaders of the targets a@tange the archers to shoot at their respective
marks, and to set down their names.

No greater number than TEN to shoot at any onegfaargets.

With all his bowmen, that stood in a ring,

And were of the Nottingham breed,

Brave Stukely came then, with seven yeomen,
And did in this manner proceed.

This infant was called John Little, quoth he,
Which name shall be altered anon;

The words we '11 transpose; so wherever he goes,
He'l1 be hail'd as my own Little John.

Thou shalt be an archer, as well as the best,
And range in the greenwood with us;

Where we ne'er want gold nor silver, behold,--
While bishops have aught in their purse.

And so, ever after, as long as he lived,
Although he was proper and tall,

Yet nevertheless, the truth to express,

Still Little John they did him call.

Old Ballad.

A portion of a bow, with his name scratched abdwehtandle, hangs within the hall of Cannon Hallaacient
mansion in Yorkshire, the seat of Walter Spenceani&ipe, Esq. It was brought from Hathersage, in y3hike,
an old seat that once belonged to the Ashtons,enltitite John was buried, and where his bones,gdrgic
proportions, were recently dug up; those of thgithmeasured 28 inches, being now in the possestidin
George Strickland, Bart., of Boynton. As regardshibw just alluded to, it is of yew, and of greatver still,
six feet seven inches long, although that portibinodh ends where the notches for holding the gtwere, has
been broken off.

%92 gince writing the above, | am informed that heddiabsequent to the year 1799, a wealthy planter in
Jamaica.
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Two arrows to be shot at each end.
Two target papers to be kept at each target.

At twelve, the shooters to form a line in fronttbé tents, in the order of shooting. The signal for
forming the line, to be a march of the music, ptgyihe whole length of the tents. The line being
formed, the command, to face to the right and mamhbe given by three strokes of the kettle-drums.

The different societies will then proceed to thespective targets, and begin shooting when thécmus
ceases. The leader of each target to advance t¢es pdnen his party have done shooting, and proceed
to the opposite target, on hearing the bands, whittltontinue playing until the shooting
recommences.

At three, refreshments to be taken into the tents.

The signal to go into the tents will be, by the radmalting in the centre of the ground, until thieosvs
are collected; when each society will fall intodten station. The line will then be formed, and the
archers are to march back to their respective témssame signal being used as for the marcheto th
targets.

At half-past three, the re-opening of the targdtshe announced, by a repetition of the signalfeime
used.

At six, the shooting will cease, by the same sigrzabefore used for going to refresh; the whole i
halt in front of the tents, while the stewards edllthe target papers; the archers are then to be
dismissed, and to proceed to dinner. Tickets todilected at the door of the dining-room, and the
societies to be seated according to senioritystee@ards making the arrangements.

These, we must allow, were eminently conducivertonmte the good order and success which
distinguished this laudable effort to revive thesmdine robust exercises of our ancestors. Theescen
was a truly magnificent one. In beautiful contragh the gay greensward, appeared humerous snow
white tents, above which floated banners and athdylematical devices of the different societieg; bu
the view of fourteen pair of targets, occupyinguabroken line full half a mile long, | can well
imagine to have been by far the most elegant podfdhe spectacle; with their gorgeous coloursl, an
the idea of perfect repose they suggest to ther'ganend. Busy groups of bowmen in their finest
garb; tens of thousands of spectators attired ithal beautiful costume which the inhabitantshaf t
metropolis never fail to exhibit on a gala day;disirof martial music floating through the air,--nus
have formed a scene equally novel and picturesque.

Amongst those who especially distinguished theneseby gallant attention to their fair visiters, illw
not omit to name the Royal Artillery Archers, whdsat was lined throughout with green silk; and
Robin Hood's Bowmen, for they had provided in theitemporary flooring of boards. Their uniform
also attracted universal attention, as being thst mlegant and appropriate in the whole field. The
honours of the day fell thick upon this societyics, out of the four prizes, they became entitbed t
three, two being won by Anderson, Esq., as camtimumbers, and lieutenant of the target; the third
fell to the lot of R. Glenn, Esq., as lieutenanhafmbers. The captain of the target was a Woodrhan o
Arden.

Among the nobility present, Lord Aylesford distingioed himself by some very close shooting;
indeed the exploits of the day, taken as a whededshigh in the annals of modern archery. The
captain of numbers above mentioned, placed thimiget arrows in the target; and the second in
command, twenty-four. On every former occasion highest number had never exceeded twenty-
one. It is remarkable that Mr. Adnerson, who bavayathe most considerable prize, should have been
a Fleming; and though but of middling stature, shith a Flemish long bow of six feet three inches.
This gentleman appears to have been an incompaagdsier, at that period esteemed among the best
in England, and the feats of dexterity recordetinf, justify the distinction. In September, 1795,
shooting with the Woodmen of Arden, he gained daiapy of numbers. During the same month and
year, he was challenged by a gentleman in theofslénanet for the best of three days' sport atetiarg
shooting. On the numbers being cast up, the rappktared as follows. First day: Anderson, 415;
Gibson, 372. Second day, which proved excessitelyny: Anderson, 479; Gibson, 341. Third day:
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Anderson, 496; Gibson, 407. Anderson had muchefitiht spirit in him. He never declined a
challenge, and rarely failed of a triumph. In theice of his bows he was somewhatherché as
became an archer who could handle them so welke Trak following memorandum extracted from the
Bankes' MSS., in proof of this:--

March 15th, 1794. At the Custom-house to-day, | saveral bows, which, having been entered too
low, were seized and sold. Mr. Anderson, a famaealsax, went to look at them. He said he had been
abroad on purpose to purchase one of the lot, fiiclwhe would give twenty guineas. Four of them
(that Mr. Anderson valued so much was one,) sald éhunderstand he bought the lot, and also
another parcel of bows. There were no arrows, wolgd for them.

March 15th, 1794. Mr. Waring told me he did not Itk bows, as the price was too high. That he
never sold one for more than 21. 2s. There was Vimoarrows, at the Custom- house, which he
bought. "The bows,' he said, 'did not appear tobetter than usual, only they were well seasoned.'

Let us resume the history of the Toxophilites. Wlierkenwell church was being rebuilt, they
manifested their respect for Sir W. Wood, an oldshal of the Finsbury Archers, by expending a
considerable sum in the re-embellishment and rehwas monument, from the outside of the old to
the interior of the new building® His tombstone bears the following quaint and otteristic
inscription:--

Sir William Wood lies very near this stone,
In's time in archery excelled by none.

Few were his equals, and this noble art
Has suffered now in the most tender part.
Long did he live the honor of the bow;
And his great age to that alone did owe.
But how can art secure, or what can save
Extreme old age from an appointed grave.
Surviving archers much his loss lament,
And in respect bestowed this monument,
Where whistling arrowes did his worth proclaim,
And eterniz'd his memory and name.

Obijt  Sept. 4th.
Anno (D' 1691.
(/Etat 82.

THIS MONUMENT WAS RESTORED
BY

THE TOXOPHILITE SOCIETY OFLONDON,
1791.

Pennant makes the following witty allusion to tleegical merits of this epitaph, in his account of
London. "Now we are on the outside of the churehitrie, in this revival of archery, direct the
attention of the brethren and sisters of the bowhe epitaph of Sir William Wood, a celebrated
archer, who died in 1691, et. 82. May their longyeeigual his! but when they have made their last
shot, I hope that the royal british bowmen havevijgled an abler bard to celebrate their skill thelh f
to the lot of poor William Wood."

This, it is imagined, alludes to some wretched @oggprefixed to his "Bowman's Glory," and
commencing thus: --

"Brave archery, what rapture shall | raise
In giving thee thy merit and due praise!
Divine thou art, as from the gods begot
Apollo with an arrow Python shot;

303"Mr. Waring told me it cost the society twelve pais.” -Notes, Bankes' MSS.
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And Cupid, the fair Venus' son, we know,
Is always figured with his shafts and bow;" &c. &c.

These are the only verses, if verses they may lldcin Wood's book. Its chief contents are: "Rtte
of King Henry VIIl., James and Charles I., conceghArcherie;" and descriptions of several shows,
processions, and shootings, from the year 15888&4.1Maitland, in his 'History of London," asserts
that the honour of knighthood was conferred asnaptionent by his brethren, for his dexterity in
shooting. But it is more likely to have been corgdron him royally, as the titles of Duke of
Shoreditch, Marquis of Clerkenwell, &c., were ommepof his predecessors. The current tradition is,
that Charles Il. seeing an arrow remarkably wetitsinquired who the archer was, and immediately
knighted him3°* However this may be, it is very evident he waslfielhigh esteem by his
cotemporaries; for when Queen Catharine, queerocoitsCharles Il., presented to the Finsbury
Archers that splendid silver badge now in possessidhe Toxophilite Society, it was unanimously
confided to his keeping. Afterwards, the oldest rhera of the fraternity undertook the charge of this
ornament in succession, together with its casepgalr of arrows, prizes won by them.

The case just alluded to, is by no means the le@sesting object among these archery trophies. It
resembles a cupboard with folding doors, havinghennside of each a portrait of the old knight in
his official costume; the countenance indicatesirgelligence and good humour; in his hand the
marshal's staff, and the silver badge upon hissbréte is represented with mustachios' a fine fhawi
beard, and wears a handsome dark velvet hat, satewby a rich plume, whilst the lower part of his
dress, which is equally picturesque, resembles Whatlycke gives to many of his family pictures.

The legend-SR WILLIAM WOOD appears beneath the first portrait; and-- WIRBUNDANCE
OF LOVE
an expression he often used--beneath the second.

For years previous to the establishment of the pbitives, there were very few Finsbury Archers
remaining, Mr. Constable being the oldest. He becarfioxophilite, and presented these valuable
relics to his new associates, in whose possedseynhave since continued.

The gift of an annual prize by his Majesty entitthd members of this society to make the additon t
their original title usual with bodies patronisedthe monarch; so they are at present known as the
royal toxophilites. In various challenges from @mnporary societies, to which their reputation has
subjected them, | know of but one instance wheeg ttave not come off triumphant. On the 5th of
August, 1834, a match took place between eleveneo¥Vest Berks Archery Club, and the same
number of Toxophilites; the former being victoridusa small number of hits. At the great meeting of
British Archers before described, they had the liomd carrying away the gold medal; and when the
second meeting on Dulwich Common, gave a prizestehot for by five selected members of any
society, who were to excel in number of hits duting whole days' shooting, the challenge was
accepted by the Toxophilites, and they came otbwicus by a majority of one hundred and ninety
shots. In September, 1792, when a select. partyashmatch of archery in the Flemish- style, at Mr.
Anderson's grounds, near Highgate, Dr. HowartlthefToxophilites, received a medal given for the
greatest number of prizes. The elder Mr. Waringgaaly known as the founder of the society, has
been seen to put twenty successive arrows, showtm@t each end, into a four-foot target, at the
distance of one hundred yards. In the space ofrinete, he has likewise shot twelve arrows into a
mark two feet square, at forty-six yardS.Mr. Crunden, now the father of the Toxophiliteisniag

the same number of arrows at a sheet of paper ieigies square, put in ten successive shots &t thir
yards. On another occasion, he drove fifty-twowsout of a hundred into a four-foot target, distan
one hundred yard&>® And, lastly, two other Toxophilites, Messrs. Frediand Green, claps each two

304 Bankes' MSS.
305 Roberts.
306 | pid.

- 143 -



arrows, at the same end, into a six inch squarerpaix score yards oft’’ This is admirable
shooting, from which we may estimate the degreexotllence to which those archers would have
arrived, had they undergone the severe drillingslfar to their forefathers. One meets occasionally
with gamekeepers who, by early practice with theliftg-piece, not only succeed in killing every
thing which runs or flies, but flatten their leahttimes successively against a halfpenny throwm in
the air. Among gentlemen, how many are there whitheadistance of sixteen paces, can snuff a
candle, and hit a wafer, with a pistol ball, oritspplupon the edge of a table knife. Exactly taeng
degree of adroitness would certainly be the rexfudt proportionate devotion of our time to the
exercise of archery.

Reasoning from my own tastes, | do not think tteglez will be displeased at these little digressibns
will therefore cite an instance or two of what ané by nations who undergo a course of discipline
similar to that of the old English bowmen, and wdhasquirements are of course exceedingly parallel.
In a curious French work, entitled Voyages au Nidrd,author speaking of the archery of the
Samoiedes remarks that they shot excellently wighl the bow. Two of these savages, brought to
Moscow by order of the Cza¥ being commanded to exhibit a specimen of thejraamed their
arrows with such extraordinary dexterity as to txtie admiration of the spectators, one of them
placed a very small derni& against the trunk of a tree, and retiring to sacfistance that the mark
was scarcely visible, he repeatedly struck it vaitharrow.**° Dumont, an early French traveller, tells
an anecdote respecting the accuracy of aim extibigehe Turkish archers of Constantinople. He
observes that there are two ancient columns incihgtknown as the Burnt and the Historical
Columns. Adjoining these, he saw a large court aqted for the use of such as chose to exercise
themselves, in archery. The master of the sposemted him with a bow, and he had the pleasure of
shooting some arrows at the mark. It was fastegathat a wall, and contained several lesser marks,
gradually decreasing, so that the last was notdvigtan a Dutch skilling; yet he saw many persans h
it at every shot, though they stood one hundreepatf.>**

Thus much for Turkish archery: and quitting Constearple, we will once more transport ourselves to
the Regent's Park, where, in the pleasantest pasfione of the most delightful suburban scenes eve
created by the taste and industry of man, the Rbgabphilite Society have established their present
quarters. The ground, on account of the plantatignsot visible from the road, except on the dafys
meeting, when the targets, glittering with crimsor gold, are just discernible through the maskes o
foliage that encircle the spot. Three pairs ofteartbutts, surmounted according to ancient usaigje, w
urns of the same material, are ranged on its griesely shaven turf, at the usual distances. An
elegant iron railing and gravelled path enclosesihole area, which, except in the space between th
targets, is tastefully dotted with clumps of treesl flowering shrubs. The remainder forms a bealutif
parterre, embellished with a profusion of floweasd the whole management reflects much credit on
the taste of the Hon. D. Finch, the secretary, und®se direction it was planned, and whose
judgment in ornamental gardening appears no wayiorfto his skill as an archer.

The banquetting-hall, where the Toxophilites disesrected in the genuine old English style of
architecture, thus harmonising with an amusememtradse associations are connected with the
fashions of a by-gone age.

The interior is fitted up with elegant simplicityr the centre of the apartment stands a rangelof oa
dining tables, sufficient to accommodate the membertheir occasional festivals. To the left on

entering, is a lofty antique chimney-piece of oakh a dial in the centre. The windows, openingaon
broad veranda, which encircles the whole edifice od richly stained glass, proudly decorated with

307 bid.

%8 The Russians levy a tax of two copecs on every &ataavho can draw the bow.
%99 A coin about the size of a sixpence.

$10vol. i. p. 136.

311 Dumont's Levant, p. 195.
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the heraldic bearings of its founder; his Majetig, patron; and the Earl of Aylesford, presidetiey
bear in addition the following inscriptions:--

First Window.
TOXOPHILITE SOCIETY. Sir ASHTON LEVER,
A.D. 1781. KNIGHT,
FOUNDER.
Second Window.
HIS MAJESTY WILLIAM V.
PATRON
Third Window.
EARL of AYLESFORD,

PRESIDENT.

Massive shields of carved oak, emblazoned withadsvemblematical of archery, adorn the ceilings
of this interesting apartment; and around its walisplaced a range of Aschafifs ornamented with
crest and coronet, as well as the colours andrpatteeach archer's arrow-mark. The badge and
painting already described, with a portrait of éheer Mr. Waring, are also preserved at the
banquetting-hall.

The Toxophilite Society possesses many valuabiegt®, of which the Queen will annually present
one. In 1795, Mr. Palmer, a member, bestowed ajantesilver gilt arrow, on condition that it should
be shot for during four successive years. At thgrakion of that period, his crest and cipher were
engraved on it, and the four archers who had bkeeady successful, again contested its final
possession.

The Toxophilite costume, in Sir Ashton Lever's timas a single-breasted coat, of grass green, with
an arrow engraved on the buttons; buff kerseymeiisteoat and small clothes; Hessian boots, hat
turned up on the right side, with black feathelt,b®acer, and shooting-glove.

We will now bid them farewell, and transport ouvssl to the sunny greensward of Meriden Heath,
where

All clad in Lincoln green,
beneath their trysting tree, our presence is arskjoawaited by--
THE WOODMEN OF THE FOREST OF ARDEN.

Oliver. Where will the old Duke live?
Charles They say he is already in the FOREST OF ARDEN anany merry men with him; and there

312 For explanation of this term, see p. 181

33 The Prince's bugle, contested at three lengths; 60, 80, and 100 yards.
July 1836. --King's cup, won by Captain Nortonysilcup, by Mr.Hadde®resent- The Prince of
Orange; and the King of Oude's ambassador.
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they live like the old Robin Hood of England; arakfithe time carelessly as they did in the golden

world. 34
We are warriors gallant and true, We drink not the blood-red wine,
But our triumphs are not stained with tears; But our nut-brown ale is good.
For our only war cry is the huntsman's halloo, For the song and the dance of the great we ne'er
And the blood that we shed is the deer's: prize;
And the green wood tree While the rough wind, our chorister rude,
Is our armoury, Through the green wood tree
And of broad oak leaves our garlands be. Whistles jollily,

We sleep not the sun's light away, And the broad oak leaves dance to our minstrelsy.

Nor shame with our revels the moon; To the forest then, merry men all;

But we chase the fleet deer at the break of day, Our triumphs are ne'er stained with tears;
And we feast on his haunches at noon; For our only war cry is the huntsman's call,
While the green wood tree And the blood that we shed is the deer's;
Waves over us free, And the green wood tree

And of broad oak leaves our garlands be. Is our armoury,

And of broad oak leaves our garlands He.

It was not lawless "minions of the moon," as Félseamed his rogueish associates, who resorted to
these places of sylvan rendezvous for the disidhudf their booty; archers, as well as lovers, had
their places of assignation beneath the forestlhdegngers and woodsmen of the royal hunting
grounds also pitched upon a conspicuous oak, ggpimisome central situation, as a kind of head-
quarters. Thither each forester, after his evepgrgmbulation, bent his steps; there he sat down to
await his comrades' arrival, and discuss the ewghish had occurred in reference to their
guardianship " of the green hue and hunting." Ahaamedy, called "The Merry Devil of Edmonton,"
contains this brief but very pleasant allusionh® foresters' trysting tree:--

EnterBRIANand his man, with a hound.

Brian. Ralph, heard'st thou any stirring?

Ralphl heard one speak here hard bye, in the bottomc®ddaster | speake lowe; nownes if | didn't
hear a bow go off, and the buck bray, | never hekaer in my life.

Brian. When went your fellowes to their walkes?

Ralph An hour agoe.

Brian. Life | are there stealers abroad, and we canrantehthem? Where the devil are my men to night?
Sirrah, goe up the wintt® toward Buckley's lodge. I'll cast about the bottaith my hounde, and then
meet thee under Coney's Oak.

This ancient forest of Arden once covered neamythole of Warwickshire, Worcestershire, and the
neighbouring county of Stafford. Thus Drayton:--

Muse, first of Arden tell, whose footsteps yet avad

In her® rough woodlands more than any other ground
That mighty Arden held, even in her height of pride;
Her one hand touching Trent, the other Severns.sid

The Woodmen assemble within a few miles of Coverangl exercising a nominal, as their
predecessors did a real, authority over vert amisee, their officers receive appropriate desigmei
Of these, the lord warden is chief. They have lisewnaster-foresters, verderéts and most

%14 ShakespeareAs you like it.
$1°NEALE.

%16 To prevent footsteps, or other accidental soumds) Hiscovering his approach. In hunting, this preion
was observed, because a buck can by his scentydisihe hunters at a considerable distance.

1" The county of Warwick.

318 The foresters took care of the venison; the verdedé the vert or timber.
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probably a bowbearer, whose name indicates hisglidnd who, in some districts, anciently ranked
next to the lord warden, he being the monarch's faesured attendant during his hunting parades. In
the first lieutenant's absence, likewise, his adtbffice obliged him to attach every one found
trespassing on the timber or the deer, often siyleglvan parlance, "the green hue and hunting."”

George lll. was the last of our monarchs who remithe performance of this ancient service. When
he visited Lyndhurst in state, the Rev. Sir ChaHék Bart., attended him as bow-bearer, leading a
brace of milk-white greyhound®? Such | have here attempted to describe, appeas/been the
ancient vocation of a forester. We will now contdaig him under his more modern guise.

%19 One very usual tenure by which men held theirtestduring the middle ages, were military or peason
services connected with archery. The presentafiarbarbed arrow at certain seasons, was, in arbdnd
instances, the only acknowledgment required faydayrants of land; and by the office of bow-be&wahe
king, when he came to hunt in particular distrisesyeral ancient families, besides that just meetio originally
acquired post session of the broad and fertile msaihey at present enjoy.

Sibertoft, county of Northampten This manor was held by Nicholas le Archer, g $ervice of carrying the king's
bow through all the forests in England.

Upton, county of Gloucester.Geoffroy de la Grave holds one yard of land ptdsh, in the county of Gloucester,
by sergeantry of following our lord the king, irskarmy in England, with a bow and arrows at his cast for
forty days; and afterwards at the cost of our thelking.

Molesey county of Surrey Walter de Molesey holds his land in Moleseyof lord the king by the sergeantry of
his being his crossbowman (balistar) in his armmyfdoty days at his own costs, and if he shoulg &iager, at
the cost of the king.

Waterhall county of Bucks Reginald de Gray holds the manor of Waterlialthe county of Bucks, of our lord
the king by the service of finding one man uporoesé without a saddle, of the price of fifteen pgeramd one
bow without a string, and one arrow without a heeloken the king shall command him for his servigetifie
said manor to be in his army.

Petites Sergeantries

Aston Cantlou, county of Warwiek. The manor of Aston Cantlou (so called from tamily called Cantiloup) was,
by inquisition, after the death of Lawrence Hastjriggr| of Pembroke, returned to be held in this forin., that
that manor is held by itself of our lord the kimgdapite, by the service of finding a foot soldigith a bow
without a string (arcu sine corda), with a helnretap, for forty days, at the proper charges ofldhe of that
manor, as often as there should be war in Wales.

Chittington, county of Salap Roger Corbet holds the manor oftington, in¢banty of Salop, of the king in
capite, by the service of finding one footman imeiof war, in the king's army in Wales, with oneviend there
arrows, and one pale*, and carrying with him oneolpeor salted hog; and when he comes to the army,
delivering to the king's marshal a moiety of thedrg and thence the marshal was to deliver to lsiity dome
of that moiety for his dinner, so long as he stayeithe army; and he was to follow the army so lasghat half
of the bacon should last.

Brineston, county of Chester The manor of Brineston, in the county of Chesteheld of the king in capite, by
the service of finding a man in the army of ouditite king going into the parts of Scotland bargfolmthed
with a waistcoat and breeches, having in one hasahawithout a string, and in the other an arroieathered.

Bryanstone, county of Dorset Ralph de Stopham holds the manor of Bryanstotie county of Dorset, by the
sergeantry of finding for our lord the king, aseoftas he should lead his English army into Wal&syacarrying
a bow without a string, and an arrow unfeathered¢hem sine pennis), at his own proper costs oity Hays.
* Pale-- a stake shod at both ends with iron, edrimto the field by each archer, and planted okl on the
ground before him, on the approach of cavalry.
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The meetings of the Woodmen, appropriately stytgdrid annual wardmotes," are accompanied by
all the pride, pomp, and circumstance of archehe fine band of the Warwick shire militia attends
upon the ground, exhilarating the already 'buogairit by strains of martial music. A bugle call
announces the opening of the targets, and summutmseschers to the contest; while the united
clangor of trumpet and kettledrum proclaims thearis triumph. Their prizes are various and
beautiful, among which, "the bugle horn of Ardeppeaars to be a special favourite, and always
excites more than ordinary emulatiff. The distance for this prize varies from nine telie score
yards, which exempts the Woodmen from the operatfanstatute alluded to elsewhere.

There are also--

THE MASTER FOERSTER'S GOLD MEDAL, claimed by thesfigtin the gold®**
THE VERDERER'S SILVER MEDAF? --by the second shot in the gold.
SILVER ARROW? --nine score yards.

DIGBEAN GOLD MEDAL3?*--OPTIME MERENTI.

DIGBEAN SILVER MEDAL®?® --BENE MERENTI.

This society was originally established by the Masopf Aylesford, father to the present lord warden
His Lordship's strength of arm, and the conseqgloentange of his arrow, has been often a subject of
remark; and his vigorous shooting has descendedilifeirloom to his successor.

I will now give a list of all, or most, of the oiital members,

commencing with the officers, who gain their rankabdisplay of superior skill:

ILord Avlesford ILord Warder
R. York, Esq Master Foreste
Digby, Esq. \Secretary

\W. Dilke, Esq. \Senior Verderel
IRev. W. Bree |

[E.Finch, Esq Verderers
\Cradock Hartopp, Es

\Palmer, Esq ‘

In 1786 there were about thirty-six woodmen, besitie these officers; viz.--

Lord Lewisham -- Lewit, Esq.
Lord Walgrave. -- Adderly, Esq.
Lord Warrick. -- Dilke, Esq.
Sir Robert Lawley. -- Lawley, Esq.

Sir George Shuckburgff¢ -- Okeover, Esq.

320\Wardmote of August, 1832, won very dexterousliyth®/Hon. and Rev. Charles Finch, who gained three
successive ends.

321 ieut. Colonel Stewart, first shot in the gold.

322 Hon. and Rev. Charles Finch, second shot in the go

323 By the present secretary, Rev. Thomas Coker Adams.

324 By the same Woodman, 45 hits. The possessorptize ranks as Captain of Numbers.

2 By the Hon. and Rev. Charles Finch, 42 hits. Tiversmedal confers the Lieutenancy of Numbers.

328 The following anecdote has relation to an illusts@ncestor of this gentleman. As King Charlesaramed
to Edgecott, near Banbury, on 22d Oct. 1649, heRiaivard Shuckburgh, Esq. hunting in the fields,faot
from Shuckburgh, with a very good pack of houndsotywhich, it is reported, he fetched a deep sgU,
asked who the gentleman was, who hunted so méndtymorning, when he was on the way to fight fier h
crown and dignity. And being told it was this Rieth&huckburgh, he was ordered to be called, ancowasm
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Sir John Sheffield. Frank Mills, Esq.

Rev. -- Reynolds. W. Mills, Esq.

Rev. J. Dilke. -- Moland, Esq.
Charles Greuville. Ralph Adderly, Esq.
William Finch. -- Bateman, Esq.
Featherstone Dilke. -- Wright, Esq.

-- Palmer, Esq. -- Boultbee, Esgs. (two
-- Gresley, Esgs. (two). -- Malloy, Esqg.

-- Sadler, Esq. -- Frod, Esq.

-- Croxall, Esq. &c. &c.

-- Reppington, Esg.

Their uniform was a plain frock of Kendal greenthwgold buttons bearing an arrow, on which is
inscribed the word "arden"; white waistcoat; roinad, and black feather.

A mutual exchange of honours soon ensued betweeRdkial Toxophilites and the Woodmen of
Arden. The former conferred the freedom of thetisty, with permission to shoot on their ground,
&c., by a diploma, elegantly emblazoned, and emalds a box of yew. That by which the Woodmen
returned the compliment, was received in a box nudidiee heart of oak, the growth of the forest
whence they derive their name.

The following is a chronological list of the archarho have been victorious at their grand annual
wardmotes, during a nearly consecutive series afsye

Score yards.

Sept 1792 Silver arrow, 9 Rev. J. Dilke.
Bugle horn, 91/2 J. Featherstone, Esq.
Annual target gold} W. Palmer, Esq.
and silver medals,}
Sept 1795 Silver arrow,**’ 9 Rev. J. Dilke.
Bugle horn, 12 Lord Aylesford.
Master Forester, Rev. W. Bree.
Senior Verderer, Wriothesley Digby, Esq.
Captaincy of Numbers, Thomas Anderson, Esq.
Lieutenancy of Numbers Thomas Palmer, Esq.
Aug 1796,Bugle horn, 11 Thomas Featherstone,Esq.
Silver arrow, 9 Rev. J. Dilke.
Gold medal, and R.York, Esq.
Silver medal, and W. Dilke, Esq.
Sept 1797 Silver arrow, 9 Richard Gresley, Esq.

very graciously received. Upon which he immediategnt home, armed all his tenants, and the next day
attended the king on the field, where he was keighand was present at the battle of Coghill. Aftertaking
of Banbury Castle, and his Majesty's retreat froose parts, he went to his own seat, and fortHietself on
the top of Shuckburgh Hill, where being attackedbgne of the Parliamentary forces, he defendedétirtils
he fell, with most of his tenants about him. Bericked up, however, and life appearing in him, lasaken to
Kenilworth Castle, and there forced to purchasdilbésty at a dear rate.-- DUGDALE.

%27 Given by the Countess of Aylesford.
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Bugle horn,
Gold medal,
Silver medal,

Aug 1798.Silver arrow,
Bugle horn,
Gold medal,
Silver medal,

Aug 1799.Gold medal,
Silver medal,
Silver bugle,
Silver arrow,

Sept 1800.Gold medal,
Lieutenancy of Numbers,
Silver medal,
Silver arrow,
Silver bugle,

Aug 1801.Gold medal,
Silver medal, and
Silver arrow,
Silver bugle,

Aug 1802.Silver arrow,
Silver bugle,
Captaincy of
Lieutenancy of Target,
Silver arrow,

Aug 1803.Gold medal,
Silver medal.
Captaincy of Numbers,

Lieutenancy of Numbers,

Silver arrow,
Sept 1804 Captaincy of Target
Lieutenancy of Target,
Silver arrow,
Silver bugle,
Sept 1805 Gold medal,
Silver medal,
Silver arrow,
Silver bugle,
Sept 1806 Gold medal,
Silver medal,
Silver arrow,

Silver bugle,

328 One of the Royal Toxophilites.

10

10

12

10

10

12

10
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Henry Grimes, Esq.
Rev.--Bree.

R. York, Esq.

Gilbert Beresford, Esq.
Rev. J. Dilke.

W. Holbeache, Esq.
R. York, Esq.

Rev. Gilbert Beresford.
Earl of Aylesford.
Rev. G. Beresford.
Thomas Palmer, Esq.
Lord Aylesford.
Thomas Palmer, Esq.
Rev. J. Wilkie.

Rev. J. Dilke.

T. Featherstone, Esqg.
C. Reppington, Esq.
T. Palmer, Esq.

T. Featherstone, Esqg.
T. Palmer, Esqg.
William Palmer, Esq.
Rev. J. Dilke.

Earl of Aylesford.

W. Palmer, Esq.

Rev. J. Dilke.

Lord Aylesford.
Edward Croxhall, Esq.
Earl of Aylesford.

F. Barker, Esd®

Earl of Aylesford.

T. Palmer, Esq.

Rev. Gilbert Beresford.
T. Featherstone, Esqg.
Rev. J. Dilke.

Rev. J. Dilke.

J. Boultbee, Esq.

T. Palmer, Esq.

T. Featherstone, Esqg.
Earl of Aylesford.

Sir Grey Skipworth.
T. Palmer, Esq.

Rev. J Dilke.



Aug 1807.Gold medal,
Silver medal,
Silver arrow,
Silver bugle,

Aug 1809.Gold medal,
Silver medal,
Silver arrow,
Silver bugle,

Aug 1810.Captaincy of Numbers
Lieutenancy of Numbers,
Gold medal,

Silver medal,
Silver arrow,
Silver bugle, 9

Aug 1811.Captaincy of Target.
Lieutenancy of target
Gold medal,

Silver medal,
Silver arrow,
Aug 1812.Gold medal,
Silver medal,
Silver arrow,
Aug 1815.Gold medal,
Silver medal,
Silver arrow,
Aug. 1816 Gold medal,
Silver medal,
Silver arrow and forest bugle,
Lieutenancy of Target,
Captaincy of Numbers,
Lieutenancy of Numbers,
Aug. 1818 Gold medal,
Silver medal,
Silver arrow,
Silver bow,

Aug. 182. Master Forester's gold medal,
Senior Verderer, silver med
Lieutenancy of Target,
Silver arrow,

Bugle horn of Arden, 10
Digbean gold medal

Digbean silver medal

329 Secretary.
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Rev J. Dilke.

Ed. Reppington, Esq.
Charles Hudson, Esqg.
Rev. J. Dilke.

Lord Guernsey

W. Palmer, Esq.

Rev. J. Cattel.

W. Willoughby.

Earl of Aylesford.

Lord Guernsey.

T. Featherstone, Esg.
Joseph Boultbee, Esq.
Lord Guernsey.

Hon. Henry Verney.

W. Palmer, Esq.

Rev. T. L. Freer.
Verney, Esq.

Breton, Esq.

Rev. Egerton Bagot.
Rev. Coker Adams.

W. Palmer, Esq.

R. Willoughby, Esq.
Rev. J. Cattel.

H. C. Adams, Esq.

Rev. C. Palmer.

J.E. Eardley Wilmot, Esq.
Rev. Charles Palmer.
Earl of Aylesford.

R. Willoughby, Esq.
Earl of Aylesford

H. C. Adams, Esq.

C. G. Reppington, Esq.
Rev. T. C. Adams.

Earl of Aylesford.

Hon. and Rev. E. Finch.
Lieutenant Colonel T.E.Stewal
Hon. and Rev. C. Finch.
John Drinkwater, Esq.
Rev. Coker Adams*
Hon. and Rev. C. Finch.
Rev. Coker Adams. dal.

Hon. and Rev. C. Finch.



HEREFORDSHIRE BOWMEN.

Archers of Archinfield.

This society was formerly distinguished by the sgld character of its public archery breakfasts,
given at Archinfield House, near Hereford, invitetticards being sometimes issued to between two
and three hundred individuals.

The Herefordshire bowmen occasionally hold theietimgs at Moccas Court, near Bradwardine, the
seat of Sir George Cornewall, Bart. It is worthyrefark, that an ancestor of this gentleman led a
band of ninety archers, his own tenants, to tHd & Agincourt,**° obeying the King's summons, in
company with his friend Sir Roger Vaughan of Bradiirze; who, with David Gam and Watkin
Liwyd, were knighted by Henry in deatl{* When Henry was preparing to force the passageeof t
Somme, he first sent over this Knight and Gilbeotrhibhreyville, with a strong detachment of
bowmen, to take possession of the opposite bankd. Siornewall had the good fortune on that
memorable day to make the Count of Vendosme hsoper®% but as he appeared unable to
command the necessary ransom, his captor nobhjireeit liberty on parole. The memory and date of
the Count's arrival in England has been handed dowrulgar tradition, associated with other
remarkable events of the period, in the followingigt lines:--

The third of November, the Duke of Vendosrne passedater;
The fourth of November, the queen had a daughter;

The fifth of November, we escaped a great slaughter

And the sixth of November was the day aftér!

Another ancestor died by an arrow shot at the sdé@erwick. "Edward got to Berwick. At this place
was Sir John Cornewall, a noble Englishman, slgiorie George Fleming, shooting a quarrel out of
the Red Haill."®**

Lady Cornewall was a recent patroness of this sncsr George Cornewall, Canon Russel, Mr.
Arthur Clive, and the Rev. J. Hill Lowe, are adiodwmen.

THE RICHMOND ARCHERS, YORKSHIRE,

Have selected for their target-ground a beautijot ®n the banks of the Swale, opposite the
venerable ruins of St. Agatha's Abbey. The silvenva, and captaincy of the target recently became
the prize of a gentleman bearing the congenial lgijmen of "Bowman." Lieutenant of the target, J.
Fisher, Esg. C. Croft, Esq. obtained the captagfeyumbers, after winning more prizes than evdr fel
gg)sthe lot of the same individual at Richmond. &ileup, and lieutenantcy of numbers, G. Croft, Esq

STAFFORDSHIRE BOWMEN.

E. C. Pole, Esq., President.
C. Arkwright, Esq.

330 5loane MS. Rymer's Foedera.
331 5ee Welsh Archery.

332 Johannes Cornwall cepit Ludovicum de Bourbon Camiendosme, apud bellum de Agincourt; cui
Johanni, Rex dedit dictum comitem financiam suam.
See Sir N. H. Nicholas; also Rolls of Parliament, w. p. 30.

333 Ray's proverbs.
334) eland's Collectanea.

%35 n this list of the different societies, only ooetwo names from each are selected, as havingychie
distinguished themselves.
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CARISBROOK ARCHERS®, CARISBROOK CASTLE.

Thomas Hastings, Esq.; Captain Campbell;--Hastijgsor, Esq.
STOKE LEIGH CAMP ARCHERS, SOMERSETSHIRE.

William Gibbons, T. Danson, Henry Goldwyer, Johrrfda, Henry Vizer, and--Harford, Esgs.
MERSEY BOWMEN, LIVERPOOL.

Colonel Nicholson, &c. &c.

HARLEY BUSH BOWMEN.

Captain Phillips; D. Somerville, Esq.

SOUTH SAXON ARCHERS.

Lord Gage; Sir G. Shiffner, Bart.,--Farlie,--Wartnur, --Davies, Esgs.
NEWTON VILLA ARCHERS.

Walter Ray, and Christopher Bennet, Esgs.

WEST BERKSHIRE UNITED ARCHERY CLUB*'

On the 29th of October, 1834, a fine display oftfexy took place between this society and the Royal
Toxophilites, for two valuable pieces of plate. Thst prize, a claret vase and stand, was won by
Edwin Meyrick, Esq., who scored 203 for fifty-fivits. The second prize, a silver inkstand, became
the property of the Rev. E. Scott, for the besharin the gold.

ROYAL SHERWOOD FORESTERS.

W. W. Pelham Claye, and Bennet Martin, Esqs., regassidents, Colonel Wildman; and J. B.
Warwick, Esq.

MELKSHAM FORESTERS (WILTSHTRE).

H. Mereweather, and--Estcott, Esgs.

SELWOOD FORESTERS, SOMERSETSHIRE.

E. Hobhouse, and C. Plunket, Esqgs.

WEST SOMERSET ARCHERS.

Established by--Carew, Esq. of Crowcombe Court.

3% This very pleasant society owes its origin to Thefdastings, Esq., of East Cowes Cottage, Isle ohtVig
good archer, and author of a good book, " Thed®riBowman." The Carisbrooks recently issued a ehgé to
all England.

337 A pleasant handicap match for a subscription phiteen by W. Merry, Esq., honorary secretary to
the East Berks Club, took place at Benham Parhdrautumn of 1835, between the Royal
Toxophilites, the East and West Berkshire Clubs Whindsor Foresters, and the Wellbourne and
Clapton Archers distance 100 yards; seventy ehdsetarrows each.

They scored as follows:--

- Marsh, Esq., Clapton -- 286 (70 hits)

- Moore, Esqg., West Berks — 285 (75 hits)

-Peters, Esq. Royal Toxophilites, and --Meyrickg B#&/est Berks, scored very near the above.

The prize given by Mr. Hughes for the actual nucersuperiority of hits, was gained by Mr. Moore.
Contribution gold prize --Atwood, Esqg., West Berks.

The Benham handicap is open to every archery soofdEngland.
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ALBION ARCHERS, STOCKWELL PARK, SURREY.

Evans, Guibard, and Langton, Esqgs. Prizes,--mefiatsign bows, &c. &c.
BRIXTON ARCHERS.

WELLSBURNE ARCHERS.

CLAPTON ARCHERS.

WINDSOR FORESTERS.

ARCHERY AT BEULAH SPA®** Norwood, near London.

There are continual exhibitions of shooting witttiese pleasant grounds during the summer season.
In one of recent date, got up under the superirtecel of Mr. Betty, who shoots extremely well, they
scored as follows, with the disadvantages of a tiigid:--

Watts - - - - 253
Forsyth - - - - 182
Betty - - - - 154
Cal vert - - - - 104
Edgi ngt on- - - - 92

ROYAL EDINBURGH ARCHERS.

THE KING 'S BODY GUARD FOR SCOTLAND.

The Douglas drew a bow of might,
His first shaft entered in the white;
And when in turn he shot again,
The second split the first in twain.

Lady of the Lake.

So an arrow with a golden head,
And shaft of silver white,

Each man that day did bear away,
For his own proper right.

Old Ballad.

The Highlanders, or red shanked men of Scotlaneéxbeeding good archerJaylor, the Water Poet.

Among the bowmen of Great Britain, none have digglamore taste in the selection of the
appellations by which they choose to be distingeashthan tile Woodmen of the Forest of Arden, and
the Royal Edinburgh Archers, the King's body guardScotland **°

The latter company which | am now about to descrbested as early as the reign of James I.; and in
1677, during the reign of his grandson, was recsghby an act of the Privy Council, when they
obtained a piece of plate to be shot for at thelapon shawings; all which rights and privilegesewver
held by feudal tenure, in fee, by the annual sereicpresenting to the sovereign a pair of barbed
arrows. During the early portion of the last cepfuihe archers took a prominent and distinguished
part in the stormy politics of a disputed successémd devotedly attached to the exiled familyythe
omitted no opportunity of its public manifestatidrhe approaching death of Queen Anne, in 1714,

338 For the names of other societies, see p. 131 ranparticular description is omitted, the authoswaable to
obtain the necessary details.

%39 A very curious volume has recently been printed-Bynlop, Esq., for private circulation only, coimiag a
history of the Scottish archer guard described@Quinten Durward,” which for ages served in Fraacel was
retained about the person of its monarchs. Theseever, were quite distinct from the body guardavbfch |
am speaking.
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infusing new vigour into their party, then it wést the laws were first splendidly engrossed upon
vellum, adorned with thistles in festoons, and stibed by the members. "This subscription," says
Maitland, in his "History of Edinburgh," is dividedto five columns of names, filled up to the ldmgt
of fourteen feet and a half; and they did not lagsito enter upon their minute-book, in terms which
could not be misunderstood, that they rememberddshirthday the health of an exiled prince. On
the 14th of June following, the Earl of Cromarttegir Captain General, although then upwards of
eighty years of age, and the Earl of Wemyss, asteieant General, marched at the head of above fifty
noblemen and gentlemen,, clothed in uniform, egedigp military array, and distinguished by their
proper standards, from the Parliament Square tpdfece of Holyrood House, thence to Leith, and
shot for the silver arrow given by the city of Bolimgh. They returned in similar parade, having
received from the different guards which they pdgbhe same military honours which are paid to the
King's forces."

After the rebellion, in 1715, the archers made ispldy for nine years; but the Duke of Hamilton
being chosen their Captain General, they marchedigin Musselborough, A. D. 1714, and met

occasionally the nine succeeding years. But dfeisecond rising, in 1748, the English ministry
looked upon this society with so jealous an eya, tihey actually appointed spies to watch their

conduct and frequent their assemblies.

The archer guard consists, at present, of upwdrdsfmusand members, among whom they reckon
some of the principal nobility, gentry, and chiebfessional men of Scotland. Their affairs are
managed by a president, secretary, and six coarg;ilvho meet weekly for the despatch of business.
His Grace the Duke of Buccleugh is their presemnit@ia-General, an appointment previously held by
the late venerable Earl of Hopetoun, who died iB3L&8\n ancestor of his grace of Hamilton held the
same honourable office upwards of a century agaselinstallation was celebrated in a poem, from
which the following is an extract:--

Again the year returns, the day
That's dedicate to joy and play,

To bonnets, bows, and wine.

Let all who wear a sullen face

This day, meet with a due disgrace,
And in their sourness pine:

Be shunn'd like serpents, that would stang
The hand that gies them food.

Sic we debar from lasting sang,

And all their grumbling brood.

While to gain sport and halesome air,
The blithesome spirit craps dull care,
And starts from business free.

Now to the fields the archers bend,
With friendly mind the day to spend,
In manly game and glee.

First striving who shall win the bowl,
And then gar't flow with wine.

Sic manly sport refresh'd the soul
Of stalwort men lang syne.

Come view the men thou lik'st to ruse;
To Bruntsfield Links let 's hie,

And see the Royal Bowmen strive,
Who far the feather'd arrows drive,

All soughing through the sky;

Ik etting with his utmost skill,
With artful draft and stark,
Extending newes with hearty skill,
In hopes to hit the mark.

See Hamilton, who moves with grace,
Chief of the Caledonian race

Of peers; to whom is due

All honours and a fair renown;

Who lays aside his ducal crown
Sometimes, to shade his brow
Beneath St. Andrew's bonnet blue,
And joins to gain the prize;

Which shows the merit match'd by few,
Great, affable, and wise.

This day, with universal voice,

The archers him their chieftain chose:
Consenting powers divine

Have blest the day with general joy,
By giving him a princely boy,

To beautify his line.--&c. &c.
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The same collection contains another short poedreaded to the Duke, on the remarkable occasion
of his having shot an arrow through the neck oéeinwhilst swimming:--

As from his bow, a fatal flame,

Train'd by Apollo from the plain,

In water pierced an eel:

So may the patriot's powers and art

Sic fate to souple rogues impart,

That crumble much the common weal;
Though they as any eels are slid,

And through what's vile can scud,

A bolt may reach them, though deep hid
They sculk beneath the mud.

The Edinburgh Archers lay claim by Royal chartethii curious and honourable privilege of acting as
the King's body guard, whenever he approachesmiité miles of their metropolis. Accordingly,
when George IV. visited his Scottish dominionsytimemediately put in their claim, and his Majesty's
well-known predilection for every thing connectedhithe usages of chivalry and romance, added to
his having been himself a member of the Royal KenBowmen whilst Prince of Wales, renders it
scarcely necessary to state, that their applicatias good-humouredly acceded to. The occasion, the
season of the year, the state of the weather, caulid render the whole spectacle one of the most
splendid and imposing in its kind seen in thisridl&or a considerable period. On the occasion just
referred to, and for ages before, their costumeavasdification of the "garb of old Gaul," at once
manly and elegant. It consisted of tartan, linethwihite, and trimmed with white and green fringes;
white sash, with green tassels; and blue bonneanoented with St. Andrew's cross and fatréfs.
Their chief place of public rendezvous is the Measlcor Hope Park, a spot deriving its name from
Sir Thomas Hope, who drained and converted itwitat it now is, an elegant and well frequented
promenade.

In their public progresses through Edinburgh, toostior their numerous and valuable prizes, an
officer precedes them, bearing --instead of a meeprdinary badge of corporate bodies-- a bow of
vast dimensions, from which is suspended his Mggpurse, &c. &c.

The following may be considered as a list of thiefcprizes annually shot for by the Royal Edinburgh
Archers:--

Prize I. A SILVER ARROW, presented by the town ofiddelburg, A. D. 1603. In 1793, this curious
antique relic was encircled with 116 medals, amdytars afterwards, when they amounted to 118,
varying in size and shape, one or two being alggodi, its weight was 160 ounces.

Medal 1. is that of Johnstone of Elphinstone, 1608ears his arms, and also his motto, "Guide
there." Reverse, a man drawing an arrow, surmounyeditials between two roses; besides which
there are those of,--

Medal 63. Sir Alexander Macdonald; 1st August, 1Ma8tto,--Nec tempore nec fato. On the reverse,
an archer in the dress of the Royal Company, wegdha St. Andrew's cross in his bonnet; a bent bow
in his left hand, and four barbed arrows in hifitigurrounded by a tablet, inscribed,--Nul se s'y
frotte.

The Musselburgh arrow was also won three timesessieely by George Drummond, merchant,
Edinburgh. On the shield bearing his arms and ntb#ce are also, | believe, the following quaint
lines:--

340 Their dress has recently undergone some consigetablfication.
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When Androse was a man,

He could not be pealed;

At the old sport he wan,

When Androse was a man.

But now he neither may nor can;
Alas, he's fall 'd.

When Androse was a man,

He could not be peal'd.

Three other remarkable inscriptions run thus,--

Robert Biggar, merchant, Edinburgh, did Irvin thisow for the third time, August, 1745; and on the
opposite side,

Robert Biggar, whilst victor of this arrow, did wiioth the prizes belonging to the Royal Company of
Archers, in the year 1747; and which prizes wergene the hands of any archer before, at one time.

John Henderson, Esq., architect, won this arrowhlBse successive shots, at Musselburgh, A. D.
1783.

As the Musselburgh arrow, like that of Peebles Bduhburgh, with many other prizes belonging to
the Royal Company, does not become the actual gyopkthe winner, it must be considered as
merely an honorary distinction. In order to affe@th member an opportunity of gaining these prizes,
the successful archer, after one year's possesstoms them to the company, with a medal attached
bearing his arms, motto, and an inscription seffimth the day and year of the contest, as in the
previous and following instances:--

Prize Il. THE EDINBURGH SILVER ARROW.
The first seven pieces are of silver, all the agstgold.
Medal 1. Drummond, Esq., advocate, 1709.

Medal 8. The Right Honourable John Earl of Wigtayained this arrow at Leith, 11th July, 1726, in
the presence of 144 members of the Royal CompaAyabfers. Reverse, arms, and motto,--Let the
deed straw.

Medal 29. Robert Biggar, merchant, Edinburgh, did this arrow by three successive shots, April
13th, 1747. Again,

N.B. Robert Biggar did win this year both prize$onging to the Royal Company of Archers; being
likewise victor of the Musselborough arrow, whichswnever done by one archer before.

Medal 37. John Sinclair, writer, Edinburgh, gairleid arrow, the 14th July, 1755; and the same year,
the other public prizes, the Royal Company's bawti Musselborough arrow. Reverse, arms, motto, -
-Vincula temno.

Medal 52. J. C. Ramsay, advocate, son of W. Rammkagmple Hall, victor, 9th July, 1770, by three
successive shots. Accidit in puncto, quod non $peia anno>* Reverse, arms; motto, Nil time.

Medal 54. John Macpherson, teacher of music, gaimeddinburgh arrow, 12th July, 1792. Reverse,
motto, Touch not the cat, but with a glove.

Medal 55. Charles Macdonald, Esq., of Largee, 18th 1773. Reverse, a man standing in the habit
of all archer, with a bent bow in his left handthe graceful attitude of shooting an arrow, whgh
seen sticking in the distant clout; motto, It miadt somewhere.

Prize Ill. THE ARCHER'S BOWL.

This magnificent piece of plate, composed of gem@nottish silver, and sufficiently capacious to
hold two bottles of rum converted into punch, ikrea at about three hundred guineas. Like thersilve
arrows, it is encircled with rows of gold medalealing the arms and inscriptions of the victorious

%41'That come to pass in an instant, which is not etqzkin a year," in allusion to the successfularro
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archers. These, in the year 1793, amounted to getlmee. The bowl therefore, like the rest, muest b
considered as merely a nominal prize, althougHhiébe the original intention was, that the indivadu
who gained it for three consecutive years, shoefi@im permanent possession. An instance of such
good fortune did actually occur; but the victdt considering it would better grace the sidebodrtl o
Archers' Hall," than that of a private residenae] anwilling also to deprive his brother bowmen of
the pleasures of a contest, generously restoreoaive on the express condition that the above-
mentioned privilege should be for ever abolished, Iconsequently, now the common property of the
company, and graces their table at all convivia¢tings held in Archers' Hall, above mentioned.

Medal 1. James, Earl of Weemyss, 1720.
Medal 8. Robert Lows, M. D. gained this prize aosettime the 26th of August, 1727.

Medal 28. Robert Biggar, merchant, in Edinburgl,wdin this bowl for the third time on the 19th of
September, 1747.

Medal 75. Dr. Thomas Speirs, July 1. 1793. Reversst, with motto, Si Deus, quis contra.

Medal 30. August 1727, finishes the first tire, efhare all oval medals of gold; most of the others
being round.

The first medal of the second tire, is that of Gedrockhart of Carnwaith, President of Council, and
Major General of the Scotch Archers, June 11thp1Reverse, a Scotch thistle, with a royal crown,
encircled with this motto, Grata superveniet quae sperabitur hora.

Medal 36. J. Sinclair, writer, Edinburgh, 26th July55. The same year he also gained the
Musselburgh and Edinburgh arrows.

Prize IV. His Majesty's Purse of Twenty Guinease tbntest of the Royal gift excites an unusual
degree of emulation among the Body Guard, and tfimest impartiality attends its award, an
observation applicable, indeed, to the distributball their prizes. " To gain the purse," is regg

as a very distinguished honour. The winner purchaggiece of plate, of whatever fashion he pleases,
of the same value as the purse. The insignia dleayanust form its chief ornaments, and on
producing it to the treasurer, the twenty guineaspaid.

Prize V. A second Bowl, formed of East India pagodhe gift of a gentleman of high rank in the
Company's service.

Prize VI. A Silver Bugle, presented by Sir Williarardine.
Prize VII. Another Bugle, the gift of the Body Gdar
Prize VIII. St. Andrew's Cross, given by Sir Geolakensie, Bart., of Coul.

These prizes are shot for at Rovers, the markgl@aced 180, and sometimes 185, yards apart. Few
things in Edinburgh furnish more amusement to angter than these archery parades.

Besides the picturesque dress of the Body Guaegt,tbmber in their ranks some of the tallest and
finest men of Scotland, who use bows of proportiersize and strength. A writer, signing himself, in
Dr. Brewster's Encyclopaedia, modestly asserts atmong the Archer Guard there is a considerable
number of gentlemen whose dexterity probably equfatsdoes not surpass, whatever has been
exhibited in Scotland during the most warlike timds might have gone further, and stated, with
great propriety, that the stout Archer Body Gudr&mgland, whom the homely muse of Taylor
celebrated nearly three centuries ago, would hejeéced to enlist them within their ranks.

A singular match was decided on 6th of June, 1B2#&yeen a portion of the married and unmarried
members, at 180 yards; the Benedicts of the compeimy reckoned thirteen points more than their
adversaries, carrying away the prize, of course.

%2 pelieve this gentleman to have been Dr. T. Qoéjdrother to James Hope, Esq., W. S., whose rame i
inscribed on the seventy-seventh medal.
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It is curious, that what is called "goose-shootimpw and anciently a favourite amusement among
Flemish archers, should have been early practic&totland. It probably might have been once a
favourite pastime among their southern neighbdkesvise; for the Hon. Daines Barrington, in his
paper on archery, describes it thus: "A living gowss enclosed in a turf butt, having its headelon
exposed to view; and the archer who first hit thesg's head, was entitled to the goose as hisdewar
But this custom, on account of its barbarity, leaglbeen laid aside; a mark, about an inch in
diameter, being fixed upon each butt; and the anathe first hits this mark is captain of the butt-
shooters for a year."

The Flemings still practice the game with all itgymal cruelty, and the devoted bird is suspenioed

its wings from a cord stretched across the shoafingnd. Anciently the Edinburgh archers covered
the animal's body with hay, allowing the head dolgppear. But though the game of goose-shooting
annually takes place, the bird is, with a commetalhbmanity, first submitted to the cook's hands,
who returns the head as a mark for the archersgeesses the goose itself as part of their dinner.
They stand 100 yards off; and as it is a rule tih@atcompany do not dine until an arrow has pierced
the mark, the shooting sometimes continues by tiigbih About October, 1798 or 1799, Dr. Speirs,
one of the Body Guard, being unwell, grew excedgifagigued during a protracted contest of this
sort. He therefore called for a chair, and, sittiogvn, drew his bow, and immediately drove hisarro
through the head.

There is in many respects a great similarity betwaaehery as practiced in Scotland, and the same
amusement as it is pursued by the inhabitantsasfddrs. In both countries the butts are formed of
straw placed endways, closely pressed, and aftdsaait smooth. The popinjay game is also not
unknown to Scotch archers, who differ only slightlym the Flemings in their mode of fixing up the
mark. Like the Greeks, who exhibited their dexyesit those funereal games celebrated on the death
of Hector, the latter aim at a bird perched up@nshmmit of a tall mast®. The Scotch, on the
contrary, who, | believe, do or did annually preetthis game at Kilwinning, affix their popinjay &
piece of wood or iron, projecting from the churtéeple, the archer placing his left foot against th
base of the tower, and, of course, dischargesrtosigerpendicularly The mark is not solid, likath
used by the Flemings, but consists of three dispipdions, the body and the two wings, united by
iron spikes; and, unless his arrow strikes closent® of these, the archer cannot displace them.

The Royal Company of Scottish Archers have attchateery large portion of the public notice from
the period of their first institution. As early e year 1725 there appeared a volume of
complimentary poems, in English and Latin, addréssg¢hem; and among its contributors we have
the name of the well-known Allen Ramsay. In a poesiparagraph, | have quoted a few verses
addressed to the Duke of Hamilton, and other didifahers of that period; the following lines
commemorate the achievements of Mr. D. Drummond gdined the Edinburgh arrow at Leith, 24th
June, 1719:--

Hail, veteran in victory grey!

Whose arrow oft has borne away

The conquest of a glorious day.

Old Caledon does know thy fame,
Each archer field reveres thy name,
Who came, saw, conquer'd when you came.
No higher can your glory rise.

Through many a tough contested prize
You've won Olympus by degrees.
Now, at the post of Jove's great son,
Lay your strong bow and arrows down,
Mellow with age and with renown.

3 There is this distinction, however, between thee®@nd the Flemish mode: Merrion, Teucer, and Rarsla
shot at a living dove; the Flemish archers usealsmooden figure, about the size of a sparrow, Sadure
portion of this work.
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Again:

To Mr. DAVID DRUMMOND,
President of the Royal Company of Archers,
1725,
By Sir WILLIAM BLANK.

Could Fergus raise his lofty head,

He'd smile on this propitious day;
Pleas'd with the ancient arms and weed,
Would bless his sons in this array,
Whom oft he led in days of yore

To triumph o'er the vanquish'd foe;
Then, bearded shafts drank hostile gore,

Now, harmless arrows pierce the sky;
Unfrighted dames do view the show;
Till Phoebus hears some virgin's cry,
And glory crowns her lover's brow.
Thus keep your brawny nerves in ply,
That should your country's cause invite,
You, ready, could your aid supply,

Or fixed the panting stag and doe:

THE ARCHER'S MARCH.

Sound the music sound it,
Let hills and dales rebound it,
Let hills and dales rebound it,
In praise of archery.

The origin divine is,

The practice brave and fine is,
Which generously inclines us
To guard our liberty.

The deity of Parnassus,
The god of soft caresses,
Diana and her lasses,
Delight in archery.

See! See! yon bow extended,
‘Tis Jove himself that bends it;
O'er clouds on high it glows.

All nations, Turks and Parthians,
The Tartars and the Scythians,
The Arabs, Moors, and Indians,
With bravery draw their bow.

Our own true records tell us,
That none could e'er excel us,
That none could e'er excel us,
In martial archery.

With shafts our sires engaging,
Opposed to Romans raging,
Defeat the fierce Norwegian,
And spar'd few Danes to flee.

Witness the Largs and Loncartre,
Dunkeld and Aberlemno,
Dunkeld and Aberlemno,

Rosline and Bannockburn;

And do that injur'd country right.

the Cheviots, all the borders,
Were bowmen in brave order;
Told enemies, if further

They moved, they'd ne'er return.

Sound, sound | the music! sound it;

Let hills and dales rebound it,
Let hills and dales rebound it,
In praise of archery.

Used as a game, it pleases;
The mind to joy it raises,
And throws off all diseases
Of lazy luxury.

Now, now our care beguiling,
When all the year looks smiling,
When all the year looks smiling,
With healthful harmony;

The sun in glory glowing,

With morning dew bestowing
Sweet fragrance, life in growing,
To flow'rs and every tree;

"Tis now the Archers Royal,
A hearty band and loyal,
A hearty band and loyal,
That in just thoughts agree,

Appear in ancient bravery,
Dispising all base knavery,
Which tends to bring in slavery
Souls worthy to be free.

Sound the music! sound it;

Fill up the glass, and round w'it,
Fill up the glass, and round w'it,
Health and prosperity.
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In the summer of 1832, the Body Guard receivedftdgesty gift of a pair of splendid colours,

through the Duke of Buccleugh. Their ancient statslavere two: the first having on one side,figures
of Mars and Cupid, encircled with a thistle wreathd the motto, IN PEACE, IN WAR; on the other,
a yew tree, and two archers in full costume, surded with the same garland, and the words, DAT
GLORIA VIRES. The second standard displays on dde & lion rampant yules, on a field encircled
with a wreath, surmounted by a thistle and arrowttay NEMO ME IMPUNE LACESSIT. The other
side has St. Andrew's cross on a field argentpaicy and the legend, DULCE PRO PATRIA
PERICULUM. SO much for archery in reference tapitactice in the Caledonian metropolis. There
are other societies in Scotland; particularly oheodern date, at Glasgow; and, in former ages, the
men of Perth had the reputation of being extrendelyterous in the use of the bow. "Archery," says a
note inserted in the 'Muses' Thernodie, "of whiol gentlemen of Perth are great masters, was made
an indispensable branch of education from the dayames I. That prince passed an act forbidding
the favourite diversion of football, substitutingits place the shooting with bows and arrowshso t
every boy, when he reached the age of thirteen olliged to use archery at certain bow marks.
There is a piece of ground without the north pamtthe left hand of the road leading to Huntingtqwe
called the Bow-butt, where this exercise was ocresly practiced. But the strong archers had their'
on the South Inch. Near the south end of this itieére lately stood a stone, which tradition assign
as the southern mark. The northern was near thb-n@st side of the ditch surrounding the moat, and
stood on a rising ground, called the Scholars' Kn®¥e distance between these marks is above five
hundred fathoms; so they must have been very sandgxpert archers who could shoot an arrow
betwixt them."

Strong, indeed! Five hundred fathoms are one thaligards; between twice and thrice the greatest
range possessed by those strong war bows usedsgyCind Agincourt; tradition, therefore, has erred
in assigning to these objects the honour of béiegancient bow-butts of Perth. But whatever was
their extent, the Scottish archers made very g@adofithem, and occasionally proved successful
rivals of their southern neighbours, as the follogvanecdote from old Pitscottie will show:--

"In this year there came an ambassador out of Bdgleamed Lord William Howard, and a bishop
with him, with many other gentlemen, to the numisethree score horse, which were all the able men
and waled men for all kind of games and pastimesotng, loupin, running, wrestling, and casting of
the stone; but they were well sayed ere they paspioScotland, and that by their own provocation:
but ever they tint: till at last, the Queen of $andtl, the King's mother, favoured the Englishmen,
because she was the King of England's sister:tmrdfbore she took an enterprise of archery upon the
Englishmen's hands, contrary to her son the Kind,amy six in Scotland that he would wale (pick),
either gentlemen or yeomen, that the Englishmenldrghoot against them, either at pricks, revere, o
butts, as the Scots pleased. The King hearingpftigs mother, was content, and gart her pawn a
hundred crowns, and a tun of wine, upon the Englestis hands; and he incontinent laid down as
much for the Scottish men. The field and groundendrosen in St. Andrew's, and three landed men
and three yeomen chosen to shoot against the Bnwis; to wit, David Wemyss of that ilk, David
Arnot of that ilk, and Mr. John Wedderburn, viciDundee; the yeomen, John Thompson, in Leith,
Steven Taburnea, with a piper called Alexanderi®allhey shot very near, and worsted the
Englishmen of the enterprise, and wan the hundmdres and the tun of wine, which made the King
very merry that his men wan the victory."

So late as the reign of William Ill., the grenadief Highland regiments carried bows and arrows
when recruiting. Their bow was shorter than tha&dusy the ancient English and modern Scotch
archers; the arrow heads were barbed, and unudoadly Specimens of both are preserved in the
armory at Abbotsford, the well-known residencehsf late Sir Walter Scott.

One very singular circumstance connected with te®ty of Scotch archery is mentioned in Home's
"History of the Rebellion." He tells us a clergymagrformed divine service during the civil warshvit
a long bow in his hand, and a sheaf of arrows tliéhi® a silken sash, fastened round his waist!
Every Sabbath did he march to the church, himselying the good weapon, while his servant came
after with his case of arrows, and a claymore lifaak silk belt. Peace be to thy ashes ! simpiglsi
hearted old soldier of the church militant! for #teafts of a stronger archer has laid thee presimnat
the grave this many a long year. No doubt, you idened that to be truly genuine, practical piety,
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which thus armed you, "PRO ARIS ET FOCIS," and prted the brandishing of your carnal weapon
in the pulpit. Out of it, there is good reasonussect you could handle your tackle "righte
yeomanlike." No one would be likely to select smamapons, unless confident of ability to use them to
some purpose.

And now, having pretty well exhausted my knowledfieowland archery, with the reader's
permission we change tine: scene, and, in imaginatiansport ourselves to the lonely shores ofesom
Highland lake, where, amid congenial scenery, Wstn while a plaided shepherd, in language
simple and homely as his garb, tells his tale efrdnowned Scottish archer Calum Dhu.

No braver warrior than Calum Dhu followed the basraf the chief of Colquhoun; and with them,
the powerful M'Gregors were at inveterate feud. ddigage stood at the base of a steep fenny hill,
within a sequestered glen, that lay beneath thie Bdén Lomond. Thus retired from the rest of the
clan, he nourished deadly hatred towards the M@s@nd was ever foremost in danger when they
joined in red unyielding battle. For skilful arciheCalum Dhu never knew a rival; in wielding the
claymore too, he had few equals; but the bow wasvmapon of his heart.

The son of the chief of the M Gregors, with twchif clansmen, were at the chase. Their game being
wide, they wandered far, and found themselvedtla &fter mid-day, on the hill top, just above @Gal
Dhu's cottage.

"Come," said the young chief, "let us go down, emdhe strength of Calum Dhu's bow, which men
say none but he can bend. You and |, Evan, ardeéjie best archers of our clan, and it will gadha
with us if we cannot show him that the M'Gregorsenthews and sinews equal to the task. Hast thou
forgotten how often he has stained his arrows thighheart's blood of our bravest warriors, piercing
them through and through, as if they had been diatts set up for holiday sport? On, | say! he

knows us not. Should he, we are three to one, ameéelhim somewhat,"” he continued, with eye of

fire, and voice quivering from subdued passiomcsiour last affray, when he drove an arrow through
my uncle's gallant bosom. Follow then!"

The will of a Highland chieftain was ever law ts ltiansmen.
"We will go down, if a score of his best claymovesre with him," cried Evan fiercely. -

"Nay, be not rash; we'll first bend and break faw/ly replied the chief;" and then, then for my wsl
blood."

"They say he is good at the sword," remarked thd ¥M'Gregor, who had hitherto been silent; "but
this," drawing his dirk, "shall stretch him on thward."”

"Strike not behind," rejoined his lord; "hew himwdo in front; he deserves honourable wounds, for he
is brave, though an enemy."

A rising knoll had hitherto concealed the cottaghkich they now reached, knocking loudly at the
door, after some delay, a little, thick-set, grggd oldish looking man came forth. Threads and
thrums hung from his black bushy head, as if heldiegh employed in weaving the coarse linen of the
country and the time. Though the most incuriouseoleEr could not have failed to remark the
disproportionate length of his arms in comparisatt Wwis stature, in all other respects, the mamoigef
them had none of the muscular symptoms of prodg#itength, which Calum Dhu was reported to
possess, and which had often proved so fatal tMt@eegor clan. To a querulous demand of what
they might want, uttered in the impatient tone ¢ anterrupted in some engrossing worldly
employment, they replied, by inquiring if Calum Divas at home?

"Na, na, he 's gone to the fishing. But an ye hamassage for our chief (Heaven guard him), about
the coming of the red M'Gregors, and will trust wigh it, Calum will get it free me. Ye may as well
tell me as him. He stays long when he gaes oulidts a keen fisher.”

"We were only wanting to try the bending of his havhich report says no man can do, save himself."

"Hoo gin that's all, ye might have tell'd it atstirand no keepit me sa fang free my loom. But.%top
Thus saying, the old fellow paused, and gave hosilsiers an impatient shrug, as it appeared to his
visitants; to a keen observer, however, the acgtigght have expressed satisfaction, triumph and
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determination. Then, re-entering the house, hektyulirought out a sheaf of arrows, and a bow of the
dark red yew, so tall and stout, that the young mere persuaded the Colquhoun chieftain was quite
another sort of person from the dwarfish being witiom they were then conversing. He threw the
arrows carelessly on the ground, and said, "Yehsltrying your strength at a flight? Like a glamée
lightning, | hae seen Callum send a shaft ovehtpkest point of that hill; and once, when the
M'Gregors came raging up the glen, like red deaslshey are, mony of their best warriors fellhat t
farthest entry o' the pass, every man o' them t@la in his breast, and its fellow at his back."

Whilst thus speaking, he had taken the longestaotat of the sheaf, and stood playing it in hisdhan
seemingly ready to give it to the first of his Ws$s who should bend the bow. The three M'Gregors
were tall, muscular, and in the prime of manhoduk Young chief first took up the bow, and, after
examining its unbending strength, laid all his nigio it. He strained till the blood rushed to fase,
and his temples throbbed almost to bursting, bwgin; the string remained slack as at first. E van
and his associate were alike unsuccessful; asmight they have striven to root up the gnarled ok
their native mountains.

"There's not a man," exclaimed the chief of the MUgars, chagrined at the absence of the man he
sought, and his own and his clansmen's vain efftittere 's not a man in your clan can bend that
bow; and if Calum Dhu were here, he should not{d&iting his lip, he suppressed the rest of the
sentence, for the third M'Gregor gave him a glasfagaution.

"Ha!" said the old man, still playing with the loagrow, without seeming to observe the latter pért
this speech; "if Calum was here, he would bend gasily as ye wad bend that rush; and gin ony of
the M'Gregors were in sight, he wad drive this fangw through them as easily as ye wad drive your
dirk through my old plaid. More, | say; the featlnead come out at the other side, wet with their
hearts' bluid; and sometimes even the man behiwdismded, if they are any way thick in their battle

| once saw a pair of them stretched on the heapivamed together with one of Calum's yard-long
shafts.”

This was spoken with the apparent simplicity anchgosure of one talking to friends, and careless of
foes. Sitill, closer attention would have disceraathequered shade of pleasure and triumph cross his
countenance as M Gregor's lip quivered, and the/lsabanger descended upon his brow, at the tale
of his kinsmen's destruction by the aim of theiesl foe.

"He must be a brave warrior," at length observedytbung chief, compressing his breath, and looking
with anger and as. tonishment at the cool tena@timan. "I should like to see this Callum Dhu."

"Ye may, soon enough; and, gin ye were a M'Grefget,him too. But why is the man glunching and
gloaming thus? Gin ye were Black John himsel, ydccoa look mair deevilish like. And what are
fidging at, man?" he continued, addressing thel thitGregor, who had marked the anger of his lord,
and gradually moved nearer the old tormentor, Wistright hand below the left breast of his plaid,
probably grasping his dirk, ready for the signaVefgeance. The faith of the Gael is deeper than, "
hear is to obey," the slavish obedience of the;Béstis to anticipate and perform. To know and to
accomplish, or to die, is the stern devotednesseoNorth.

The old man kept his keen grey eye fixed upon khilst he continued in the same unsuspecting
tone. "But is there ony word of the M'Gregors cognaver the hills? Calum wad like to try a shot at
Black John, their chief; he wonders could he pasareow through his great hardy bulk, as readily as
he sends them through his clansmen's silly bod@w has a son, too, he wad like to try his cnaft o
who has the name of a brave warrior. | forget lisie. Calum likes to strike at noble deer, though he
is forced sometimes to kill that which is little vtlo. But | 'm fearful he o'er-rates his own stréngt
think his arrow would only stick weel in Black Jghyut--"

"Dotard, peace | " roared the M'Gregor till thergteechoed with his voice; his brow darkening like
midnight. "Peace | or | 'll cut that sacrilegioesgue out of your head, and, nailing it to yon door
shew Calum Dhu you have had visiters in his absearad make him bless his stars he saw them not.”

A dark flash of suspicion crossed his mind, asdmed at the individual he was addressing, who
quailed not at his frowns. But it vanished as thperturbable old man resumed his discourse.
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"Ha, oh! ye are no a M'Gregor; and tho' ye weresyrely wadna mind the like of me! But anent
bending this bow," striking it with the long arramhich he still held in his hand, "there's just a&k

in it; and your young, untaught strength is uselass/e dinna ken the gait o't. | learned it fredu@,
but I'm sworn never to tell it to a stranger, ameré is mony a man in the clan | ken naething about
But as ye seem anxious to see this bow bentol'disappoint ye. Rin up to yon grey stone--stand
there; it will no be as if ye were near me whendaoing it, but it will be just the same to you, fer

can see weel enough. When the string is on the @way come down, an ye like it, and try a flight.
It's a capital bow, and that ye'll fin."

A promise is sacred with the Gael. As the Colquhaas under one, they did not insist on his
exhibiting his art while they were by; neverthelessious to see the sturdy bow bent-- a feat dtiwvh
the best warrior of their clan would have been greand perhaps thinking Calum Dhu would arrive
in the interval, they walked away in the directfmointed out. Unsuspicious of treachery, as the old
man appeared ignorant of their names, and couldenstipposed capable of sending an arrow so far,
the M'Gregors thought not of looking back, untdsz to the grey rock. Then turning round, they saw
him suddenly bend the stubborn yew, and fix anvarpon the string. In an instant he drew strongly
to his very ear, and the feathered shaft of a glatd length was fiercely launched in air.

"Mac Alp--hooch !" exclaimed the dying youth' imgttively endeavouring to raise the M"Gregor war
cry, and clapping his hand on his breast as he fell

"Ha!" cried Calum Dhu, for it was he himself, "clgpur hand behin; the arm shot, which never sent
arrow that came out where it went in,"--a rnymeubed in battle, when his foes fell fast as he could
nock arrows upon the bowstring.

The first impulse of two remaining M'Gregors, wasush down and cut to atoms the slayer of their
beloved young chief; but seeing him fix anotheowarto that bow, the terrible powers of which they
had just witnessed, and fearing they might be priagefrom carrying to the old chieftain the news of
his son's death, they started over the hill likesrstill, flight availed not; a speedy messengas w
after them, for a second arrow sent by the sameegiairand unerring arm transfixed Evan's shoulder,
just as he descended out of sight. To catch himu#gt have grazed the bent that grew on the Il to
as nought but his shoulder could be seen from wahem Dhu stood.

On flew the other M'Gregor, with little abatemehtpeed, till he reached his chieftain with the
bloody tidings of his son's death.

"Raise the clan ! dearly shall they rue it," bdretn the lips of Black John; and a party, breathatig

the vengeance of mountain warriors, were soonrfdhe way of fierce retaliation. Calum Dhu in the
meantime had not remained inactive. Knowing, froméscape of one of his three foes, a battle must
quickly ensue, he collected as many clansmen asiid, and with his terrible bow, calmly awaited
the onset. The M'Gregors concealed not their contingdly and fiercely their pipes flung their notes
of warlike defiance on the gale, and, far and wideuntain, cliff, and glen, echoed to the martial
strains. The foes met; and long and desperateheasoinflict which ensued. No warriors of that age
could withstand the hurricane onset of the bold kgars, the tide of battle flowed full in their

favour, while Black John raving through the fiekkla chafed lion, shouted in a voice of thunder,
heard far above the clash, groans, and yells afitlyeelding combatants, for the murderer of his.son
None defied him--to none was afforded time, fochedown in his headlong rage every foeman he
encountered; until but few remained on whom heaeukak his vengeance, or exercise his great
strength. Gazing round the field, he at lengthdgie old man seated on a fern bank, while his hands
grasped the bloody stump of his leg which had Istecken off. He beckoned the grim chief to come
nearer, and Black John rushed forward, brandishisdploody sword, and still crying in a voice which
startled the yet remaining birds from the mountdiffis, "Where was his son's murderer?"

"Shake the leg out of that brogue,” said the olth,nsa@eaking with difficulty, and squeezing his
bloody stump with both hands in all the energy ahp"Go, bring me a drink of water free yon burn,
and I'll show you Calum Dhu, for he is yet in thedd, and lives: rin, for my heart burns and faihts

The M'Gregor, without uttering a word, shook thg ¢eit of the brogue, and hastened to do his
foeman's bidding. But whilst he stooped to diphie blood-stained brogue, "Mac Alp--hooch!" faintly

- 164 -



broke from his lips, and he splashed lifeless theostream, which in a moment ran thick with his
blood.

"Ha! " cried Calum Dhu, for it was he again, "Chggur hand behin! that's the last arrow shot by the
arm which ne'er sent those which came out wherewsat in."
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OF YEW TREES, YEW BOWS, &C.

Make glad chere, said Little John,

And frees** our bowes of ewe,

And loke your hearts be seker and s4d;
Your strynges trusty and trewe.

Good sooth ! it was a gallant sight

To see them all of a rowe;

With every man a keen broad sword,
And eke a stout ewe bowe.

Old Ballad.

Des Arc.,

qui en voudroit savoir,

qu'il aylle en Angleterre,

car c'est leur droiet mestier.--

Les Chasses de Gaston Phebus, Comte de Foix, 1470.

Those honours decreed the oak, the forest monsirate Englishmen first made ocean's bosom the
theatre of their greatest triumph, were once assiga the yew. Among poets, it became synonymous
with the weapon manufactured from it; and thus eadrof the "twanging yew;" "the yew obedient to
the the shooter's will." "Son of Luth," says Ossidaning the bows of our fathers; let our three
warriors bend the ewe." Pope's translation of lilad entures still further, and by the violent
application of a well known rhetorical figure, va#t "forceful yew," when speaking not of a wooden
but a horn bow.

The growth of yew is now altogether neglected, pkeehere it canopies the humble graves of some
village church-yard, or, dark and sombre, createagaeeable contrast among the gay tints of summer
foliage in lawn and shrubbery. In many situatidris considered a nuisance, especially when growing
in the hedgerows of pasture and meadow lands. ¥ggetlanguishes and dies under the influence of
its noxious shade; and, though poisonous to hotisese animals feed greedily on its berries and
tender branches. Hence, where landlords make nosdjmm, the farmer generally extirpates the yew,
once, like the falcon, so highly esteemed, thautadown the one for any purpose except the
legitimate uses of the bowyer, or to destroy tleeos$ eyrie, even in a man's own grounds, was
punished with fine and imprisonment. But in thegress of human taste and ingenuity, they have
experienced a nearly similar fate. The falcon, fimeing guarded by laws which esteemed her
destruction a far more heinous offence than maghlau, from being the constant companion of kings
and nobles, is now regarded as vermin, and ndikeda felon, to the kennel-door. The yew, when
preserved from rotting on the spot where it fatety aspires to uses more honourable than thé repa
of a gate-post, or as a serviceable log to cheerustic group assembled around its owner's Chaistm
fire. Occasionally, however, trees having an unilgtiae butt are hauled home, and converted into
planks; but instead of cleaving these into bow-etaas did his ancestors, the vandal fabricates the
into some vulgar article of domestic furnituxéerbum satis sapientihe materials for many a fine self
bow may be rescued from destruction by keepingaartérms with the village joiner, where yew
grows abundantly; a hint not thrown away on thazgiainted with the value and extreme rarity of
good bow wood.

Although yew abounds not around London, and whidé liloes exist is severely guarded against the
bowyer's fell inroads, there are several parthigfkingdom absolutely overrun with it. Of these,

%44 Prepare.

%% Eirm and resolute.
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certain districts in North and South Wales, wita tbvely woodlands of Hereford and Monmouth,
may be stated as the principal.

In summer time when straws be sheene,
And leaves are large and longe,

And 'tis merry walking in fair forest

To hear the fowlys song;

To see the deere drawe to the lea,

And leaves their hillis tree;

And shadow them in the leaves green
Beneath the broad oake tree,--

its appearance among the extensive copses ofdhtidpof England produces a charming contrast
when viewed in connection with the paler, moreaig#, foliage of oak, alder, hazel, and mountain
ash. In that dreary season, too, when storm anpdsts

Breathe a browner horror o'er the woods,

its dark green verdure, uniting with the varnishetly, the fir, and those few other evergreens
indigenous to our soil, throws an air of cheerfgkever the scene, and the mind feels a conscissisne
that Nature, like Lazarus in the tomb, "is not ddad sleepeth.”

Notwithstanding the extensive demand for yew dutiveggages of military archery, there is no reason
for believing it was propagated otherwise than hgnce. In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries,
England abounded with vast forests. To clear thasieto extend them, was the care of the ancient
husbandman, who thought as little of planting gmscges of timber as modern backwoodsmen of
Canada.

All persons familiar with rural sights and scenesye noticed the frequent recurrence of yew tnees i
village churchyards, and are aware that the motiash induced our ancestors to foster them there
has been variously stated. The archer, always thusiast, always anxious to magnify the importance
of his favourite hobby, stoutly maintains, at atiés and in all places, that the extensive apiinaif
yew to making bows, at the period when most ofamumty churches were erected, renders any
further explanation unnecessary.

Thy wish is father, Harry, to the thought.

Unluckily, however, for the stability of this plesa# hypothesis, not a single argument can be adduce
in its support; while half a score may be speediljected to effect its demolition. First thenthe

trees were originally planted for that purpose, fovefathers afterwards changed their minds, since
they remainn statu quoeven unto the present hour. It may be answekddlibse we now see are
possibly the fifth generation left standing wheaohery gradually gave place to fire-arms. The nature
of the tree itself disproves this; for our sepuddlyews are, in a majority of instances, of equal a
superior antiquity to the churches they shelterashatn. Many were never planted by the hand of
man; but having been found growing on the spotinkedito receive the sacred edifice, they were
suffered to remain for ornament, and the purposesdfter stated*®

3¢ persons acquainted with forest matters know,ahatutting through a yew tree, the number of cotrien
rings visible on the surface of the wood indicatesge. Mr. Jesse, whose unaffected love of natuties him
to rank as the worthy successor of White of Selbeuhas made some very interesting remarks resgebi
growth and age of these trees, of which | regretgoenable to extract more than a fragment: --"Thate are
yew trees in England as old or older than the thtation of Christianity into our island, no doulaincexist. The
yew appears to me of all European trees, that wdittelins the greatest age. | have measured theittepbene
of 70 years, and Veillard measured one of 280. &ihs measurements agree in proving that the yewga
little more than one ligne annually, in the fir&0lyears, and less than a ligne from 150 to 250.

"Those of Fotheringay, in 1770, had a diameter &82nes, consequently we must reckon them at from
twenty-five to twenty-six centuries. Those of Brabte churchyard in Kent had, in 1660, a diamete284f0
lignes; and, if still living, must have attainegh@riod of three thousand years!See the whole paper in
"Gentleman's Magazine" for Juri836.
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Secondly. In certain districts of England, from sooause or other, yew trees, in a state of nadnee,
almost unknown. Here, then, plantations would Haaen most appropriate, in order to supply the
deficiency, had our ancestors designed them fobtheyer's use. Yet the churchyards, in such
situations, are as destitute of yew as the opentoguts place being supplied by lime, elm, chdsnu
and occasionally by oak. The mere presence, thespnoe sort of foliage, and not the cultivation of
one species of timber, for any specific purposes tha object of our fathers in thus planting their
sepulchres. In certain parts of Monmouthshire hendther hand, tHEaxusbaccatd*’ is seen starting
from every cranny, cleft, or "coin of vantage" t&f mountainous and rocky surface; where, eveneat th
present day, bowstaves might be procured withircitoelit of a few miles, sufficient to equip a
thousand archers. | say with all this profusiomvddl yew, yet is there scarcely a village burying-
ground unoccupied by some gigantic patriarch ofsihecies. Is it not absurd to suppose men would
plant, within these contracted bounds, a singke tfesuch slow growth that, in the space of a agntu
its height and substance are scarcely sufficiefurtish half a dozen bow staves, while numberswer
courting the woodman's axe on every hill side?

Thirdly. The piety, or, as some men may chooséyie &, the superstition, of our ancestors would

have been decidedly opposed to the applicationoafdweared within consecrated ground to any such
348

use.

Fourthly. Instead of the fine clean growth, indispable in trees intended for the bowyer, they istmo
cases present gnarled, knotty, crooked trunks, vdinches springing close to their roots,--of all
objections to me the most conclusive.

Fifthly. Every yew tree growing within the unitetiurch yards of England and Wales, admitting they
could be renewed five times in the course of awrgntvould not have produced one fiftieth part of
the bows required for the military supplies. Thader will more clearly perceive the force of this
objection, by perusing the following extract fromariginal MS., once in the possession of Dr. Leith
entitled, "A complete List of the Royal Navy of Hagd, in the year 1599." Be it also recollected tha
archery was then rapidly on the decline.

At the Tower of London.

Bowes, with ccciiijvi. decaied - 8185
Bowst aves - - - - 6091
Sl ur bowes - - - - 15
Cr ossbowes - - - - 180

On perusing this document, the archer will marikawise what became of these bows, since arms of
every other kind have been scrupulously presefvettfrom a much earlier period. | regret being
unable to throw any light upon this subject; butsiit is certain no bows have been seen at theeiTow
within the memory of man, most probably they wesedias firewood.

| have thus endeavoured to show what our ancedirsot intend, when they planted their village
cemeteries with this species of evergreen. It i8 imcumbent on me to acquaint the reader with the
real purposes for which they were designed. Theettistence of a yew tree of extraordinary size and
beauty within the district where a church was teterted, often determined its exact position, is a
very rational surmise. The prodigious antiquitynedny now growing in Herefordshire, when

%7 The Linnzen name for yew.

348 Not within consecrated ground only, but even thadins of the clergy. When Harry V. issued his
commission to Nicholas Frost, the royal bowyemriter upon the lands of private individuals, anddawn
yew and other wood for the public service, he esgieforbids his trespassing on estates belongirgy
religious order.-Sir N. H. Nicholas.

Ne rector prosternet arbores in cemeterio,--isadribe stipulations of Magna Charta.
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compared with the date of the building, rendecgiite apparent they must have attained considerable
bulk before the foundation were laid. The utilifynoasses of dense foliage, in shielding the church
from the rude blasts of the north wind, is alludedh the second statute passed in the thirty-6fth
Edward I. The yew afforded this protection in wintie time it was most needed, and when
deciduous trees present no barrier against theofutye tempest. Here we have one good and
sufficient reason: another was, its continual vezdwhich rendered it a fitting emblem of the
immortality enjoyed by those whose bodies mouldéreakath its ample shadow. A tree of baneful
influence, observes Sir Thomas Browne, yet its @eigd verdure was an emblem of the resurrection
of that eternal vigour which the soul enjoys afteath. It may be added that, previous to the
Reformation, slips of yew were substituted by tloerian Catholic priesthood on Palm Sunday, for the
exotic plant, from which the festival derives isme.

In many of the little green inclosures, forming the&ial grounds of this sequestered corner of Brjta
there are yews truly gigantic, whose enormous atimgst out on every side, cover not the
gravestones only, but sometimes a portion of theathroof besides’® What a venerable and
magpnificent tree stands in the centre of Llaneiliage churchyard?® Many a time and oft have |
loitered there, admiring its prodigious trunk, ardwhich the small green hillocks cluster, as if
exulting in the protection of some guardian gemitthe place; and in Aberdwy churchyard,
Glamorganshire, are two uncommon yews, under taedbres of which sixty rustic couples have
danced at the annual feast.

From my earliest initiation into the mysteries oittand butt-shaft,--and it was somewhat betims,--
me this tree has ever been an object of singularast; but whether decorating the romantic slopes
and woody dingles of Piercefield Park, overshadgvtire rustic bench of some road-side inn, or
waving from the rocky precipices of the stupenddgsdecliffe, still thecui bonoalone possesses the
archer's imagination. Insensible then to all tharets of the picturesque, to him it appears intargst
only when levelled by the woodman's axe, and &féémg, like Falstaff, " sawed into quantities"
reposing upon the shelves of some bowyer's workshop

The general inferiority of English yew has beemeatoo much insisted on, since, as | have just
stated, there is much excellent wood growing intrpasts of Hereford and Monmouth. | think it was
before the porch of a little inn in the former coyrbearing the singular appellation of the "Kite's

#9viillage churches in Wales have rarely either spireower. Many of these simple structures owe thegin
to the early British Christians. They generally stémthe midst of fields, and on the banks of yembowered
in trees, at a distance from human habitations.biay of the church, and occasionally the towes, velnitened.
In some instances the tower is uncoloured, andhiers the battlements only are whitewashed, fon#tes of
the Principality evince a great fondness for theelibrush. Not only are their cottages whitenediasind out,
but should a fragment of rock or stone stile lighi their fields, it is sure to receive a coatofdime, which
they frequently renew. The practice is of remotiqaiity; their earliest bards, and | believe sonwern
authors, allude to the snowwhite cottages of thiBs. At one season of the year, generally Eatsteryillagers
place slips of yew, intermingled with every variefywild and garden flower, around the edges oir thaenily
grave mounds. The bard Davyth ap Gwilym, in deseglihe beauty and fertility of Glamorganshire,
pathetically alludes to the practice here described

And thus, 'mid all thy radiant flowers,
Thy thick'ning leaves and glossy bowers,
The poet's task shall be to glean

Roses and flowers that softly bloom,
The jewels of the forest gloom!

With trefoils wove in pavement green,
With sad humility to grace

His golden Ivor's resting-place.

350 Monmouthshire.

- 169 -



Nest," that | once noticed several noble treesisfdpecies. They are specially recommended to the
attention of Mr. Waring.

Much fine bow-wood grows in the vicinity of ChepstoAbove 100 trees might be selected in that
neighbourhood, from twelve to twenty inches in dihen, straight as the main mast of a Seventy-four,
and rising to the height of seven feet without brarknot, or wind-gall. Even the woods of Italy,
Castile, Tyre, and Crete, the grand nursery whencd&nglish bowyers drew their supplies, could
hardly produce any thing superior.

The yew tree appears to be a native of almost eeenperate climate of the old and new world. It
abounds in Canada; is in many parts of Germanytz8vlénd, Norway, Sweden, Russia, and Poland;
Italy as well as Spain had anciently the reputatibabounding with extraordinary fine timber ofghi
species; and the forests of Castile, in the laidentry, once supplied England with highly prizexhb
staves,--

All made of Spanish yew, their bows were wond'rtosg. ***

But subsequent to the invasion of Edward the BRiikce, the Castilians decreed that, not only
should all yew trees then existing be destroyetlthmir increase be put a stop to for ever aftedaar
And little wonder either; for if at any time the 8pards tasted the sharpness of our arrows, it was
then. France does not possess much; it is veninmdhe Netherlands; but European Tartary grows, on
the other hand, a prodigious quantity, enough t@ saipplied not England only but all Europe, ere
musketry banished the bow.

Switzerland also has yew in abundance; its rockymteinous surface being well adapted to its
nature; and along the banks of the beautiful Otbeing beneath the Jura, through a valley of the
same name, we find enough of these trees. Theitah&bof the Pays de Vaud are also fond of
archery, and Vevay, Geneva, and Lausanne, hawebibvimeetings. Yet, with such an abundance of
fine yew, they prefer th€ytise or Laburnum, which also grows plentifully on theiountain slopes.
Bows of the latter wood have certainly a very grappearance, the back being white, like thosésof i
gL\éal the yew, and the belly of a rich dark browihey are durable, elastic, and take a very higtsipol

Previous to dismissing the subjecténdrology | will indulge in a remark or two upon another
interesting tree. If the yew be so essential tacthraplete equipment of the English bowman, the
lordly oak likewise shines conspicuous in real &aiitious records of his art; and the assembly of
archers under their" trysting treé>® is frequently alluded to by the early poets anihbanriters.
Thither the bands of outlaws, who roamed throughvtist forests by which England was formerly
overrun, came together through secret approachmsrkonly to themselves; and there, after sharing
the booty, they feasted upon the king's deer, bl@ngd with their arrows. Secure from pursuit in
these impenetrable fastnesses, these outlawed Saathed forth in the broad day, plundering
indiscriminately the travelling merchant, the lgrtlishop, and the belted earl. Even the lion-héarte
king Richard fared no better than his subjectsvdliang, on one occasion, under the disguise of a
churchman, he encountered a party of these maigusleo after obliging him to "stand and deliver,"
bore him off to feast upon his own venison, andhess a display of their archery beneath the oaks of
merry Sherwood.

%1 Drayton.

%52 take this opportunity to copy the card of oneyvexcellent Swiss bowmakerBOURGOGNE, Fabricant
d'arcs et de Flesches, Place St. Laurent, No. 14sémaue.

53 A rendezvous, or appointed place of meeting.
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The king came to Nottingham,
With knyghtes in great arraye,
For to take that gentle knight,
And Robin Hood, if he may.
All the pass of Lancashire,

He went both farre and scare,
Till he came to Plompton park
He fayled many of his deare.
Where our kynge was wont to see
Herdes many a one;

He coud not fynde one dere
That bare ony good horne.

The kynge was wonder wroth with all,

And swore by the trynyte,
| wolde | had Robyn Hode,
With eyen | myght hym see;

And he that wolde smyte of the knyghtes head,

And brynge it to me,

He shall have the knyghtes londes,
Syr Rycharde at the Le;

And sele it with my honde,

To have and horde for ever more,
In all mery Englonde.

In Nottingham, and well more,
Coude he not here of Robyn Hode,
In what countré that he were;--
But alway went good Robyn,

By halke and eke by hill;

And alway slewe the kinges dere,
And wilt them at his will.

Than bespake a proud forestére,
That stode by our kinges kné,

If ye will se good Robyn,

Ye must do after me;

Take five of the best knightes
That be in your lede,

And walk downe by yon Abbay
And gete you monkes wede.

Full hastly our kinge was dight,
So were his knightes five,

Everich of them in monkes wede,
And hasted them thither blithe.
Our kinge was grete above his core,
A brode hat on his crowne;

Right as he were abbot like,

They rode up into the towne.

Stiff bates our kinge had on,
Forsooth as | you say,

He rode singinge to grene wode,
The convent was clothed in graye.

There they met with good Robyn,
Stondinge on the waye,

And so dide many a bolde archere.
For sooth as | you say,

Robyn toke the kinges horse,
Hastely in that stide,

And said, Sir Abbot, by your leve,
A while ye must abide.

We be yeomen of this foreste,
Under the grene wode tre,

We live by our kinges dere,
Other shyft have not we;

And ye have chirches and rentes both,

And gold full grate plenté;

Give us some of your spendinge
For saynt Charité.

Then bespake our cumly kinge,
Anone then said he,

| brought no more to grene wode,
But forty pounce with me;

Robyn toke the forty pounce,

And parted it in two partye;
Halfendell he gave his merry men,
And bad them mery to be.

Full curteysly Robyn gan say,

Syr, have this for your spendinge;--
We shall mete another day,
Gramercy, than said our kinge.
Robyn toke a full grete home,

And loud he gan blowe;

Seven score of wight younge men,
Came redy on a rowe.

All, they kneeled on their knee,
Full faire before Robyn.

The kinge said himselfe untyll,
And swore by saint Austyn,

Here is a wonder semely sight,
Me thinketh, by Godde his pyne;
His men are more at his biddinge,
Then my men be at myne.

Full hastly was their dyner dyght,
And thereto are they gone,

They served our kinge with al their might,

Both Robyn and Lytell Johan.
Anone before our kinge was set
The fatte venyson,

The good whyte brede, the good red wyne,

And thereto the fyne ale browne,
Make good chere, said Robyn'
Abbot, for charyté:

And for this same tidinge,
Blyssed mote thou be, &c. &c.
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Within the still extensive, and once royal fores¥entwood®**, on the left hand side of the road that
leads from Llanvoir castle, is a little detacheahap of trees springing from an undulating surface o
bright green velvet turf. Two of these woodlandrigaths, remarkable beyond their fellows for
magnitude and antiquity, have long been familiah®oneighbouring rustics by the appellation of
"Foresters' Oaks." You will easily recognise byittiherm, for the growth and storms of centuries éav
given a most giant-like, fantastic air to the lindéghe first; and above the finely arched sumrhihe
second, a huge blasted leafless bough, resemblngntlers of some colossal stag, shoots up from a
mass of brilliant foliage, so dense that, like feotBoscobel oak, it might securely shelter a fugit
monarch within its impenetrable recesses. Eveheaptesent day, | believe a meeting of the forest
tenants sometimes assembles th&réhere, also, the woodmen of Worcester's great nimwgere

wont to halt, and ease their shoulders of the g=d denison which once roamed within the chase of
Wentwood. Other scenes, too, of a more sombre ctailaave occasionally been enacted there. Brief
examination and a speedy fate awaited the lucl8agsn, who loving a buck's haunch more than he
feared the penalties of forest law, was detectelfuany suspicious circumstance, set forth in
cabalistic verse:--

Dog draw,
Stable stand,
Back berond,
Bloody hand®*®

Their trysting oak afforded a ready gallow¥:his own bowstring the halter by which they straag|
him like a hound. Beneath the branches of theselgtisees, also, the oath of fidelity was
administered to candidates for the forester's vocan the following quaint doggerel:--

You shall true liegeman be

To the king's majestic;

Unto the beasts of the forest you shall not misdo,
Nor to any thing that cloth belong thereto.

The offences of others you shall not conceal,

But to the utmost of your power you shall them revea
Unto the officers of the forest,

And to them that may see them redress'd.

All these things you shall see done,

So help you God at his holy doom.

Among the extraordinary oaks found in Monmouthshind South Wales, is that between Old and
New Radnor, measuring twenty-seven feet in girthother remarkable tree extends its branches over
a large fish pool near St.Arvan's, on the Piertbistate. At Newcastle, a village some distanoefr
Monmouth, a huge oak upwards of nine yards in arfemence, stands on the left side of the road. Its
pendant matted branches have a most fantastic in@ea and when one of the largest was recently
severed by a storm of wind, it yielded full fifteeart loads of fire wood.

Here terminates my stock of knowledge respectipegpitth, parentage, and education of yew tree and
oak. I will next con over a chaptete arcubusof bows.

354 Monmouthshire.

%5 n the records of a Speech Court, held under "§ers' Oaks," Wentwood, in the year 1688, it id Haat Sir
William Bandmele claimed to have houseboote andbate at his house at Oditton, from the Conqueét-&
Willet.

%% These are the four evidences by which, accordirigeld feudal laws, a man was convicted of deer
stealing. The first relates to an offender deteateiforest, drawing after a deer with hound sk the second,
to him caught with bent bow ready to shoot; thedthio bearing away the venison on his shoulderd the
fourth, to him merely found with hands stained withod of the game. Edward the Confessor's Red Book
contains the following caution: --"Omnis homo abstt a venariis meis, super poenam vitae."-- "Letyemnan
refrain from my hunting grounds on pain of death."

%7|n Wales, poetically styled Dialbren, "The TreeMaingeance."
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Previously to the battles of Cressy and Agincaotfamed in the annals of archery, and for cergurie
afterwards, our countrymen were accustomed to imer aort of bow than that now stylsdlf, or

formed of a single piece. When summoned on domaslitary service, the archers, those living upon
Crown lands excepted, came armed into the field;ibangaged on foreign expeditions, the necessary
equipments were provided at the public cost. A camratively small number of their bows then
consisted of English yew, its grain being ofterksotty and defective that no part could be reliad o
except the portion of the heart protected by itemor stratum of sapwood. Yet, the entire butaof
clean tree, inside as well as outside, is availfdrleelf-bows, provided the staves are not sawh, b
cleft from the plank, and in that case only; armghasage in Ascham will decide that such was the
ancient practice. "The bestlor of a bow," says he, "is when the back and bellwanking are much
alike; for, oftentimes in wearing, it proves likigin wax or gold."**® In bows cut from the outside of
yew, those parts can never resemble each othengtire of the tree, which forms "the belly," being
red or reddish brown; while the outside stratumpuigh which the sap flows, and which forms the
back, is perfectly white.

England alone, being unable to supply the prodigiemand of its ancient armaments, imported great
numbers of bow staves, and the government hit apdaver expedient for rendering them as
inexpensive as possible. Since all timber possesbasder texture and finer grain when grown in a
warm climate, than when reared in one less gé?ﬁahe Lombard merchants were compelled to
deliver a certain quantity of foreign yew with eyeask of Greek and Italian wine admitted into the
London custom-house. Edward V., with whom this lawginated, fixed the number of bow staves at
four; Richard Il1., his successor, increased theren for each butt®® The merchants, or

supercargoes, therefore bribed the country peogigitand convey to the ports where they traded a
number of yew trees ready lopped and trimmed. Rtwse he selected as many as, by a rough guess,
seemed equal to the wine on board, and made theful @s dunnage among the casks, like large
bamboo canes in the hold of a modern East Indiaman.

About the period when Stowe composed his Survéyafion, the London bowmakers presented a
memorial to the Privy Council, complaining thatghdoreigners had discontinued their supply of
yew. The rejoinder of the merchants was curiougyTiated that the Turks being in possession of the
Levant countries, whence they formerly obtainethity no longer durst show their beards withiryfift
leagues of their old haunts; and to this causetfamdonsequent adoption of firearms, we may
attribute the decay of military archery towards ¢inel of the seventeenth century, none of the tabpic
woods, at present worked up into bows, being threawk. When, therefore, the foreign supply
ceased, the bowyers in most parts of the countrgdat impracticable to meet even the limited
demand arising from archery used as a recreatilyy and, seeing their occupation thus rapidly o th
decline, they bethought themselves of a modifietstraiction of the Lapland and Oriental bow. They
accordingly glued a thin slip of ash, elm, hickaoy other very tough wood upon yew taken from the
brittle plank; and by thus forming an artificialdkato save the bow, it was in less danger of breaki
when drawn up. By the success of this experimbetheart of trees previously condemned for
firewood was brought into use, and Ba&ckedBow, so well known to the votaries of modern archery,
quickly became a ruling favourite with shootergwéry degree. It is remarkable this improvement
should have been first adopted in Lancashire, wtnergew tree never grew plentifully, while the
distt’;lnce:%cﬁ)lE that county from the metropolis musteh@endered a foreign supply uncertain and
difficult.

Had archery retained its ancient warlike reputataiter the date of this improvement, it is proleabl
bows on the new principle would have been adoptdda army, as well as at the butts. In a clever
little tract, of the sixteenth century, elsewhermarenfully noticed, the author directs a squadron of

%8 That is, becomes silky, smooth, and takes a fitistpo

%9 As you approach the tropics, this characterigticomes more and more obvious. The Demerara Indias b
have a beautifully fine grain; several in my posgasare without flaw or blemish from nock to nock.

%01 Richard Ill. chap. ii.

%1 Liverpool was at that period a paltry village, ibltad by a few fisher men.
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mounted archers to be thus equipped: "Let theirddogvof good yeugh, long, and well nocked and
backed." Still, such a bow seems not well adaptedrilitary service; since a few hours' rain, or a
night's lodging on the damp ground, would be vé@ly to put ithors de combaby softening the
glue, and causing the back and belly to part compan

But, after all, English bowyers cannot claim theritnagf having first availed themselves of this
imitation of the Lapland and Tartar bow: it hasmeell known to the French and Flemings for nearly
three centuries. In the twenty first article of thées and regulations agreed to by the master
gunmakers and bowyers of Paris, A. D. 1575, ieidlared that the members of this craft shall make
and sell bows formed of several pieces, which weige carefully fitted together, and glued with
good glue well and sufficiently®?

Notwithstanding the little communication subsistbegween distant nations at the beginning of the
sixteenth century, it can easily be shown, thataoumtrymen were familiar with the construction of
many sorts of foreign bows and arrows. In the ogiad of rarities, preserved in the museum of the
celebrated John Tradescant, at South Lambeth, eméoned, "Bowes, 12; arrows, 20; quivers, 12;

from India, China, Canada, Virginia, Guinea, Turleyl Persia.?®® In Chaucer's Canterbury Tales,

the attendants of a knight are represented beafiaghim his warlike accoutrements, among which
we have the Oriental bow.

And eke upon these steeds great and white,
There satten folk of which some bare his shield,
The third bare with him two bows Turkeis,
Another his speare up in his hondes held,;

Of brent gold was the case and the harn@fs.

So, in the Romance of the Rose, Love is said t@ Hdgux arcs Turquois®*°

While Sir John Shirley resided in Persia as amlalmssaom the British Court, he received a splendid
present from the Shah. There were sword bladesnfd3cus steel, China bowls, and pelisses of
costly silks and furs; but, like a true Englishdef, nothing pleased him so much as "nine bedutifu
bows, and an equal number of quivers filled wittoass,” which he brought home to Englaf."Of
the South American bowes and arrowes," says HuiflagnLinschoten, "there needeth no great
description, because so many of them are broughtfese countrie®’ It is unnecessary to cite
additional authorities, for the purpose of showiimgt Englishmen in the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries were familiar with the construction ofdign implements of archery.

Hazel, elm, ash, and wych bows, are enumeratedriold statutes, to be sold at a very low r&teA
law of Queen Elizabeth enumerates auburne and atb@uformer possibly means La Cytise, or
Laburnum, a species of dark brown wood, preferoegktv by the Swiss archers, although they have
plenty of the latter. Matthiolus mentions that tesebeing used for making the best kind of bows; bu
Mr. Waring, who made some unsatisfactory experisentfir, also tried the laburnum, but with no
better succes® Perhaps the auburne and arbour are synonymaust, ifhe latter may be walnut
tree, also much used on the Continent, and whidhiol/ makes no despicable weapon. By the
Indians of North America it is highly esteemed. ETtbughest wood in that country," says an old

%2 vide laws and regulations of the Guild of Parimaurers,
%3 Museum Tradescantium, A. D. 1580.

%4 Knight's Tale, line 289.

%5V, 924.

%% Relation d'un Voyage en Perse, A.D. 1598, par entilomme de la Suite du Seigneur Shirley,
Ambassadeur du Roi d'Angleterre

%7 Travels, vol. i. p. 253.
%833 Henry VIII., c. 9.

39 English Bowman, p. 131., note.
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writer, "is the walnut tree; and therefore made afser hoops and bowes, there being no yews there
growing. In England, they make the bowes of wilddiaash, and elm, the best of outlandish yew; but
the Indians make them of walnut’ For butt practice, and other sportive exercidesse "heavy
sluggs,"” as Barnes styles them, do well enoughekeept on emergencies, such dsvg en masse
they were rarely used in war. Admiral Frobisheeapng of the archery of the people of the Jesso
Isles, says their bows were of aulne--the alder. fféais species of wood grows plentifully on the
margin of most English rivers and brooks; but iigliies are as yet unknown to the bowyers. In the
preface to "Gesta Dei per Francos," the excellefi@gywood called nassus, growing in the island of
Corsica, is greatly enlarged upon. A certificat®etayes of Castle, Towne, and Citadell of Catlisle
by Walter Strickland, 1569, enumerates seventy bufvedm not serviceable’’* but such entries do

not often occur.

In selecting a bow, whether backedsetf, the modern archer has little occasion to exeiisieal
acumen, except in deciding upon the power he clsabséall possess. Mr. Waring of Bedford
Square, the only London maker of whom | have ampegrnce, furnishes us with bows so excellent in
material, proportion, and finish, that the juvenilay safely forego his own choice, and leave to him
the care of equipping him suitably. If altogethaaoquainted with archery, begin with a self-bowd an
when familiar with its use, try your hand with aimat is backed; but the former will safely admit of
liberties, which would prove fatal to its more edegjand complicated rival. Still, should the ldter
showy appearance induce a preference, avail yéufsebme veteran archer's instructions; for the
principle on which these backed bows are made admitof their being trifled with.

Ascham speaks as if he were acquainted with tlidewl only, at least he makes no allusion to any
other kind. As it is probable not one archer irefscore possesses, or has ever seen, the "Tox@philu
| will present the reader with a specimen of hjgestmaking a comment or two as we proceed.

"The Ethiopians had bows of palm trees, but we mavexperience of them."

Not in your time, friend Roger, but our experiemfsuch matters has been somewhat enlarged since
those glorious days, when you dunned our Royal Bésghe mysteries of "propria qua, Maribus,"
and "As in presenti." Mr. Waring will furnish a wyegood looking serviceable bow of this same palm,
or "Cocoswood,"--its more modern and fashionablaaaBut let us get on with the text.

"The Indians had their bows of great strength, Whiere of reed. In Alexander's life, it says those
bows were of so great strength that no hariéss buckler, though ever so strong, could staniladts
from them. The length of the bow was as high asiHes."

I have had many bows of this kind in my own possesdut none were of the prodigious strength
mentioned by Ascham. What he calls a reed is tHe bawmboo; and a species growing upon the
mountains of Thibet, from its superior closenesgrain, is well adapted for bows. They form them of
two exterior pieces, the inner sides of which,rdfteing well smoothed and fitted, are united togeth
by many strong bands. The Lama Gyap, who spergrisger part of his time in the amusement of
archery, put one of these cane bows into the hahils. Turner, envoy from the Indian government
to Thibet. The Englishman, however, was unablditdle string, when taking it himself, he shot the
arrow against a mark upon the opposite hill, aagisg¢, according to Mr. Turner, of between five and
six hundred yards. Such bows might riddle the amabdélexander's co-mates although the arrows
shot were only light hollow reeds; indeed, the déagiand force with which a shaft of this descrapti
will strike an object is truly astonishing. Zenophmorroborates the account here given by Ascham,
and says, in reference to the Carducians, ano#igmmof bowmen, that they drove their arrows with
prodigious force, piercing through the shields aaslets of his men; and as these arrows were
extremely large, the Greeks used them for javelihg. long reed arrows of the Indians of another
hemisphere appear to have worked effects equadlywdgive upon the Spaniards in their attempts to

370 Jossleyn's Voyage to New England, A. D. 1644.
31 Sir S. R. Meyrick's Armour; also MSS. Brit. Must@ XIIl. folio 220.

372 Armour.
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subdue the Floridas; and Garcilasco de Vega descab encounter between two cavaliers of that
nation completely armed and a single naked Indiarior.

One morning, whilst the troops were halting toesfr themselves, two Indians, splendidly accoutred,
after the fashion of their country, approached ithiw three hundred paces of the camp. They there
commenced parading up and down beneath a largeiintede, one on one side, and the other on the
other, in order to guard against any sudden s@pvihen the Spanish general was informed of this,
he ordered all the soldiers to their quartersjregihe Indians "fools and madmen, only worthy of
contempt." In obedience to this command, they va#oaved to continue unmolested, until the return
of a detachment of horse, who had been all dayaaboo a foraging party. Perceiving the Indians near
their quarters, they inquired of their comrades wiey were, and learned the orders of the general.
All obeyed except Juan Paez, who fiercely exclaitiBahce these barbarians are fools and madmen,
it is proper that a greater fool should chastisértfolly ;" and spurred towards the tree. The &mdi
stationed on the side by which the cavalier was@ghing, advanced boldly to meet him, whilst his
companion retired still further beneath the braschigus intimating that the combat was to be man to
man. In the mean time, Paez had galloped to wétshort distance, when the Indian discharged an
arrow so adroitly, that it pierced the fleshy pafrhis adversary's arm, penetrating through batbssi

of a coat of maif’® and remaining crossed in the wound, so that tiaketreins dropped from his

373 What will modest Mr. Humphrey BarwiBk, the self-styled "gentleman soldier, captaireretor plus

oultre," say to this ?

So much for the "disabilities of the long bow," whesed against armour of Spanish steel; but welugher,
and meet this veracious champion of the musketi®owan ground, who scruples not to affirm, thatamglish
steel headed shaft, far from inflicting wounds thgl a military buff coat, would scarcely penetmatginary
broad cloth.

Now this is very audacious in one who had repegpteithessed the effects of archery on the fielthaitle; but
the whole book is beneath contempt. Neverthelesd] tite an instance or two in disproof of hisagtions,
merely because the narrative itself is too amusirige omitted in a work of this sort. First, thésr, "the broad
cloth."

"Drawing near to the landing-place,"” says the autfidProceedings in New England, A.D. 1638," " thember
of Indians that rose from behind the barricado amexito between fifty and sixty fighting men; sitati as
arrows, very tall, and of active bodies. Havingitlagrows nocked, they drew near to the water-sade, let fly
at the soldiers as though they meant to have maéad of us all in a moment. They shot a young gergh in
the neck, through collar, for stiffness, as If it had been an oakeard and entered his flesh a good depth.
Myself received an arrow through my coat sleev@&@nd against my helmet on the forehead; so,df (cis
providence, had not moved the heart of my wif@gésuade me to carry it along with me, which | wawilling
to do, | had been slain. Let no man, therefore,idegpe council of his wife, though she be a wothan.

A little further on, the same author enables udaal with the buff-coat after a similar fashion.

"Having given fire we approached near to the ewgawhich they had stopped full arms of trees akest.
Myself, approaching the entrance, found the wodkiteavy for me, to draw out all those that werersjly
forced in. We therefore gave orders to Master Hedgkesome other soldiers to pull out those stahaging
thus done, and laid them between me and the eetrmey proceeded of themselves, without ordethdaouth
end of the fort. But it was remarkable to many sfthat men who run before they are sent most cartyninave
an ill reward. With our carbines, in our left haradsl our swords in our right, we approached the fdaster
Hedge was shot through both arms. Captain Masomgseélf, entering into the wigwams, he was shotiad],
received many arrows against his head-piece, bdtgeeserved him from any wounds. Myself received an
arrow through the left highrougha sufficientbuff-coat that, if | had not been supplied with such a garn
would have pierced me through and through. Andtiheceived through neck and shoulders, hangingen t
linen of my head-piece; others of our soldiers varet, some through the shoulders, some in the $acee in
the head, some in the legs, Captain Mason and freaeh losing a man. | had twenty wounded."

An Indian chief, named Carrara, requested permigsi@xamine the sword of a Portuguese officeth witom
he was in company. The owner having observed llimtwteapon would pierce through a double buff-coat,
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hand, and he remained powerless over horse ancoweHs companions immediately galloped after
the Indians, who fled hastily on seeing themsepuasued by so many enemies; but the Spaniards
came up with them ere they could reach the foaest, unmindful of the gallantry which is said to be
characteristic of their nation in all matters coctee with the laws of chivalry, they lanced them to
death.

Revenons a nos moutons. Let us again hear RoglaAsavho next informs us that the Romans
entertained a predilection for the yew; and, teliat in Gath | attempts to confirm his assertigrab
blundering quotation from Virgil. This dweller itademic halls, who, in his preface, seems to regret
that he had not composed the "Toxophilus" in Graekatin®* is convicted of a classical mistake by
the author of the "English Bowman"

Taxi torquentur in arcus,
writes this ancient pedant, quoting the GeorgidsBaok, line 44.
Ityraeos taxi torquentur in arcus,

says Roberts, and he says rightly. However, "fiaiy [s a jewel all the world over," according to a
venerable adage; and candour demands we shoude motierror of which, oddly enough, Roberts
himself is guilty in his note on this same passdgegetius,” says he, "speaks of the wooden bow,
with a preference in comparison of other bowspHlews:-- 'Prope tertia vel quarta pars juniorunagu
aptior potuerit reperiri, arcubus ligneis sagitfige lusoriis, ad illos semper exercenda palos.™

Now the Roman expresses no such partiality, as/erer will readily see. He merely asserts that
wooden bows and plaything arrows will do well enlodigr the butt practice of an awkward squad of
boys.

But Jocoséhaec Roberts was, nay perhaps is, a right good aralmerhis book the best among our
slender stock of toxophilite literature.

"A good bow," continues Ascham," is known by thegdr If you come to a shop and see one that is
small, long, heavy, and strong; lying straight, aotiwinding or marred with knots, buy that bow on
my warrant. The short grained bow is for the mast prittle." He here compares yew with itself, of
which the heaviest kind makes the best bows; a&d4tdien from the bole of a tree considerably
outweighing one of the same dimensions from itsitinas.

Indian friend immediately requested to see it dbhis the Portuguese performed, but sorely bruisgdidind
with the pomel of the sword, the coat being plaaess the back of a chair. When the Indian saveffieets of
the sword, he asked for his bow, and, adding d fhid to the leathern garment, made so furiousca that he
pierced it through and through. All present stostbaished at the power of what they had previocshsidered
an insignificant weapon.

The facts here adduced receive additional corroisor&tom the following return of killed and woundeda
battle with archers. This statement, which is i¢éing from its rarity, was published by Mons. déueillard,
at the siege of Candia, A.D. 1667.

De Torci, of the brigade of St. Paul, before thertpdead.

M. Ourg, wounded by an arrow in the thigh; sincadie

De la Roque, by an arrow in the shoulder.

De Milieu, an arrow-shot in the kidneys.

De Hougre, by an arrow in the head, of which heldie

De Charmon, an arrow-shot in the arm.

De la Coste, by an arrow in the head.

Le Chevalier de Vausel, by an arrow in the arm.

Le Capitaine la Forest, by an arrow-shot in theybell which he immediately died.
Le Sergeant Major Pini, by a stone in the shouldaed, an arrovshot in the belly; deau

[1] Author of a work entitled, "Disabilities of tHeong Bow, in comparison with Weapons of Fire," &c.

37 The reader will probably consider that "the foré@edantry could no farther go."
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"Every bow is made of the bough or plant of a tiidee former is commonly very knotty, small, weak,
and will soon follow the string”®

The latter proveth many times well, if it be of @og clean growth; and, if the pith is good, it vaily

and bend before it breaks. Let the staves be godeeen chosen, and afterwards wrought as the
grain of the wood leadeth a man, or else the bowst imeak, and that soon, in shivers. This must be
considered in the rough wood. You must not stickafgroat or two more than another man would
give for a good bow; for such an one twice paididdvetter than an ill one once broken. Thus a
shooter must begin, not at the making of his bé&e & bowyer, but at the buying of his bow like an
archer. Before he trust his bow, let him taketibithe fields, and shoot with dead heavy shafteklLo
where it cometh most, and provide for that plaest it pinch and so frete. Thus, when you have shot
him, and perceive good wood in him, you must hawetb a good workman, which shall cut him
shorter, and dress him fitter, make him come razordpass every where."

The following inference may be drawn from the abpassage. A new bow was anciently kept in an
unfinished state until the purchaser made his 8efe@and ascertained by trial its merits or detseri
for the course here recommended by Ascham would mstead of improving one of Waring's highly
finished productions. Roberts thinks the passageaké him come round compass every where,"
implies that a self-bow was thus formed in the baskvell as in the belly; but | would suggest "gver
where" must be interpreted to mean from nock tdknagrecaution of course not accurately attended
to in the rough unfinished article. In Ascham'sdjras at present, they made the back nearly, though
not quite, flat, and such wee the form of a bowulleree centuries old, which | had once an
opportunity of inspecting. This curious relic ofrdarefathers’ archery, measuring exactly six fieet
length, probably possessed a power of seventy olisdy probably, for we did not attempt to bend
it. It was yew of course, and the fine silky fibregich might be distinctly traced from horn to hor

left little doubt of its foreign growth.

The horn tips were split by age, and, owing to gledfahe glue, had nearly separated from the wood.
Its handle of purple velvet was elegantly braidéithsilver lace, so that the original possessonsee
to have been some person above the common ranke Weee indeed some small knots or pins
scattered over its surface; for a bowstave entirely from them is of very rare occurrence. These,
conformable to the plan recommended by Ascham, aieoarefully "raised.” Not, however, in little
smooth wart-like excrescences such as we sometenesk upon Waring's best bows, but large
square lumps, which gave the weapon a most singpfagarance. It had also another peculiarity.
Besides that prominence in the centre, without twiic bow can be considered perfect, there was a
gentle swelling at the back for about four inchiesve and below the handle, and | consider this
formation to have been universal in the ancierftisalv, although neglected at the present day. In Dr
Grew's "Rareties of Gresham College" are mentioagthng other foreign implements of savage
warfare, "A West Indian bow, arrows, and quivefhis bow," says Dr. Grew, "is made of &&%

near two yards long: in the middle, not an inchaloiduthigh-backed and belliediiz. above an inch,
as our bowsbetween the middle and ends of a far differeapshviz. above an inch and a half broad,
and not above half an inch thick."

It is rather curious that a bow, once in my podses&and decidedly the best | ever handled, should
have been distinguished by this peculiarity in gywvemarkable degree. It was procured, togethdr wit
a bundle of reed arrows nearly the same lengtlm iddemerara Indian chief. Jet black and glossy,
like the complexion of its original master, the wlaesembled ebony, thickly marked with veins of
deep crimson. For any mark within seven score ttebeertainly never drove arrow into target.

Every one who has spent an hour in looking ovefTloxophilus" must be aware it is a sort of
archer's catechism, carried on between a mastheeairt and his pupil. One writer only, howevers ha

375 This rule has its exceptions. | once made a be#stdf-bow from a large branch of yew, which was
amputatedafter two valuable coach-horses had been poisoned biyngen its leaves.

37 This must be a mistake of the learned doctor. Agfsahot grow in that climate, and if it did, thelians
possess too many varieties of excellent wood tortés one so inferior.
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succeeded in this mode of conveying instructiowl, @rtainly a more delightful treatise than hispuip

a most delightful art, never proceeded from mqutai; | mean the contemplative man's recreation, by
amiable old Isaac Walton. But Walton's mind wasuedbwith the true spirit of poetry, and an
unaffected love for the whole range of externaliretin this the great charm of his book consists.
Ascham, on the contrary, who evidently had not poetical feeling in his composition, writes like a
dry, unimaginative pedant. Walton pours forth fspde melodies, seated among the wild thyme, on
the banks of his favourite trout stream. The brasatf some spreading oak wave over him, while, to
use his own expression, "the clouds rain May buttard the storm-thrush whistles her shrill, long-
drawn notes above his head:--

The woodwele sang and would not cease,
Sitting upon a spray.

"With the making of a bow," says Ascham, "I willtmoeddle much, lest | may be thought to enter
into another man's occupation." Without troublingseidf whose peculiar vocation it might be, |
confess to having made, first and last, a greatymemd for the benefit of archers who reside at a
distance from the metropolis, in a country abougdifth yew, and who know the use of a carpenter's
tool-chest, | shall give the result of my experiegnat the risk of being considered a most irregular
practitioner by the Worshipful Company of Bowy€eFhe habit, nay almost necessity, of making my
own fly-rods, in this land of trout fishin’ led to the other; and both have proved a moskaye
resource on many a wet and dreary winter's day.

Besides the pleasure of knowing he is laying upeksagainst that season returns, when meads are
damasked o'er with daisies, and

The jocund merle perched on the highest spray,
Sings his love forth, to see the pleasant May,

the archer has the advantage of being able torcmh&tows: of great strength, and to work up yew
plants of singular and eccentric growth, many ofolvtwill catch his eye during a woodland ramble;
and they often turn out bows as excellent in simgadis their form is picturesque. In the selectibn o
wood, the principal thing to be looked to is thétigg it clean, and free from knots: a tree noireft
bare of branches to the height of six feet fromghaind will assuredly have a pin at the place wher
each branch is lopped off. Perambulate, theretbeewoods and copses of your neighbourhood with a
hawk's eye, and, for a private mark, put a deepmiotthe bark of such saplings as please you. Good
archer's yew has generally a fine smooth bark,refldish grey hue; and the freer it is from
excrescences, the more safely may you build expestaupon it;--1 say expectations, because no
wood promises so fairly and turns out more decepiitien cut open. There are also other external
defects, by being aware of which the amateur bowemwill save himself much disappointment and
waste of labour. Hollows in the bark, filled wittabk decayed matter, indicate unsoundness within.
Rough cankerous swellings, or windgalls, as thedvmatters term them, are equally suspicious.
Choose something as clear as possible from thes@diles, and where they are inevitable, cut your
wood so that the part destined to form the bacladieee from knots, &c. as it will allow. Let al

most of the defects be in the belly of the bowtl@good wholesome principle of keeping your
enemies always in the front.

Never fell yew or any other wood in the summer saabut only during November, December, and
the two following months, whilst the sap is downn@ner timber, besides being subject to the dry rot,
will be much longer in seasoning.

For a self-bow, it is of little moment if the treeline naturally in the direction which the bowliwi
follow when strung, provided it is not at the satm®e cast, or twisted to the right or left. Shotlid
wood be green, strip off the bark, and then getatenr roll of all the old wives in your village, wh
"fruges consumere natae," purpose heating theirsogtering the ensuing fortnight. Make your bow
stave circulate among each of these successivalywhen the loaves are removed, and the warmth
has considerably abated, let it occupy their pladé "all is cold."

3" The greater portion of this work was written in auntainous district of Wales.
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Having thus given it what Ascham calls the "redeisieatings,” defer his "plenty of tillerings," thiat
fairer opportunity. Saw off from either side as mwas will reduce it in breadth to nearly the substa

you intend your bow shall possess at the centtkeohandle. Should the yew be already seasoned, the
above-mentioned process must be dispensed withelhas what follows; if not, let it lie, thus

reduced in quantity, upon the bacon rack withinitifleience of a kitchen fire, in amicable

confraternity with hams, bacon, chines, walkingysg hunting poles, fowling pieces, hedging bills,
seed pods, angling rods, and other "miscellandeussi" as George Robins would style them, which
usually crowd that indispensable fixture of a rumansion. There let it remain six months at least,
before the work is farther proceededf.

After sawing off two pieces from the sides, youlwhserve the heart to be of a reddish purple eplou
the outside being protected by a stratum of pungewtood. A portion of this sap must be left foeth
back of your bow. Where the tree measures full focines in diameter, with a stem straight and
upright as a butt shaft, carefully split it dowr ttentre by means of wedges. You may thus get two
self-bows out of it; but when grown in a wavy orpentine form,--and such pieces sometimes make
very beautiful looking bows,--this is not so praatile. If the stave be perfectly straight, youatre
liberty to select, from the two opposite sides bite/ wood, the one which presents the cleanest and
smoothest surface, as well as the most regulakrtbgs throughout. If, on the contrary, it have the
natural curve alluded to above, the convex sidg will serve, how inferior soever it be to that you
are compelled to cut away.

| omitted to mention, until now, that the smallesliection of tools requisite for this work, cortsief

a large and small saw, a long plane, a smoothindplderoned ditto, one fine and one coarse rasg, an
a steel scraper. You must also have a glue-pgtesualed in a hot-water kettle, and filled with a
mixture composed of isinglass, spirits, and comigloe. A small carpenter 's bench, about seven feet
long, but not more than fourteen inches in widtid provided with a wooden screw or vice, will give
great facilities to every stage in the processaf4making. Having screwed your stave to the bench
with the back uppermost, work that with your filleen with the scraper, and lastly with sand-paper,
until it is rendered as level as the growth ofpiexe will admit. Measure and mark the exact centre
with a pencil line, then, having reversed its poriin the screw, turn up the belly, and proceed to
work upon the handle, the top of which must bedigbout an inch above the middle mark, towards
the upper horn. Be very careful how you execute plirt of the business; for should you cut away too
much, the whole is marred beyond redemption. Adagrtb the intended power of the bow, leave
plenty of wood in the handle, which should be rathth the belly part only, and fall away with a
gradual slope towards either arm.

Having proceeded to your own satisfaction thuslégrthe bow upon the bench on its side, and make
a slight notch in the centre of each extremity, tmnol others at equal distances from it, to mark the
proper width of the part destined to receive: tomHtips. Plane away with an almost imperceptible
slope, until the ends are reduced to about halivldéh of the centre. If it be perfectly straigtite

belly may be rounded and sloped off, with a smawgiglane; should it bend and wind, that tool will
be useless, and the business must be patientlutexewith coarse and fine files. When the wood has
been of the latter description, | found the operatnuch facilitate<] by cutting into the belly wiéh
hand-saw at intervals of about two inches, and #teking out the pieces thus separated with aethis
and mallet. But this must also be executed witle eand judgment.

Lastly, procure a piece of any kind of common timaleout four feet long, six inches broad, and three
deep. Cut a large notch in its upper end, suffidiemeceive the whole of the bow handle, and about
eight and twenty inches below (the usual lengtaroarrow) make a smaller one, similar to that & th
stock of a child's cross-bow. This instrument & ‘ttiller" alluded to by Ascham, and is used to
ascertain if the bow bend equally in both its arfmu should leave the stave a little longer thds it
ultimately intended to be, that the two notches enfad the tillering cord may be cut away, before

378 All wood is best seasoned by exposure to the weeatiare being taken to protect it from the surictvh
would make ishaky as the woodmen term it, that is, full of cracks.this process will occupy eighteen months
at least, | have recommended the other, lest ttieds patience should evaporate.
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putting on the horns. Brace the bow, fix the hamdlliat part prepared for it, and draw down the
string to the notch, until the whole resembles gehcross-bow ready charged. Whilst in that stada, y
can judge of the defects, and remedy them accdydiagtil, after repeated trials, the bow beingridu
to "come round compass," you put the last polisihwath coarse and fine glass-paper. The village
butcher will supply the horn tips, which shoulddimsen of a jet black colour; and, by the help of a
vice and files, you may be indebted to your owreimgjty for a very elegant ornament to the ends of
your bow. When bored with a centre bit, and roughbdelled into the intended shape, soak them in
boiling water, which, by softening the horn, makeslhere more closely to the wood? and then glue
them on. It is best to polish them after they ared.

The choice of the material for the handle is a enaif fancy. Green or red worsted lace, velvet,
damask silk, plush, leather, are all used for pligpose, and all answer well. However, | think filst
has the neatest appearance. A breadth of foursrene a half is amply sufficient, and the bow stoul
be first strongly whipped with twine. If green @drlace be preferred, it is proper to bind in athait

an inch with the twine at the commencement, whidhsecure one end; and, having first well
moistened the surface of the handle with hot ghieg on the remainder closely and evenly, securing
the last inch of the lace, by drawing it underndhththree last turns with a noose of string, and
confine it, until the glue is set.

The bowyers may laugh, as | have already obsetugdfollow my directions in the main, and you
will have a very respectable self-bow.

It is unnecessary to describe the formation ofck&ad one. With only one or two exceptions, | never
knew anything satisfactory result from this sorhahdicraft; so the archer's best plan will be to
purchase from a respectable maker. | never savwamypiece bows which could rival Waring's; but
Wrigsley of Manchester, if he be still living; Awsrth of Walton le Dale, Lancashire; and an
individual at Wrexham,--his name | forget; butaltusion to his two-fold vocation, he, like Caleb
Quotem, may justly sing or say

I'm parish clerk andowyerhere,--
all deserve the archer's patronage.

Various kinds of hard and elastic timber, the puatitun of the East and West Indies, South America,
and Africa, known by the several names of topamdavood, cocos, ruby, tulip, fastic, &c., make
excellent backed bows. The Islands of St. Vincewt Bobago, with the British settlement of
Demerara, have several species of trees, whichy wiieup, afford wood of a deep red and black
colour. The best proof of its fitness for the pusgds, that the natives themselves make their bows
from it; and whoever has the good fortune to beterad one of these Indian snake like weapons, will
join me in commending their quickness of cast, famel form, considering the makers possess only the
rudest implements, or rather, as we should saynptements at all.

Bois de lettre, as the French settlers term thasheart of the Dolcabolla tree, a wood highlgested
by the tawny archer of Guiana. The black spots whjgpear thickly scattered over its rich ruby-
coloured ground appear rather as a painted imitatian the work of Nature's hands; and when
carefully polished, these bows have a very elegppearance, but owing to its great scarcity--alsmal
portion only being procurable from each tree--they rarely seen, except in a chieftain's hands.
Superior courage and bodily strength form, amoegéd men of the forest, the sole qualifications of
a leader, where that office is not hereditary; andy, all specimens of the Dolcabolla bow, which
have seen, must have belonged to men well entitléite distinction, for they were full ninety powhd
power, and measured seven feet, at least, betlwearotks. They have, besides, iron-wood, red and
black; the netergo, of a dark purple colour whewlpeut; snake-wood, copic-wood, guiapariba, a
Brazilian tree, called by the Portuguese pao d;arcbow-wood, &c. &c.; but none of these have yet
been tried by the archers of England. It may béulise know that when, from the increased power of
his drawing arm, a Demerara Indian bow is no lorggral to its owner's strength, an artificial back
will render it again serviceable.

In Hindostan and its dependencies, there are theégiau, teak, and janlot, an excellent wood,- much
used by the Cingalees of Ceylon. They have liketisdontar, or ton of Western India, a species of
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palm, dark, hard, and tough, the nibung, or truemtain cabbage tree, possessing similar properties;
the jack or nunghu of a yellow tint; lastly, thengika, capable, like the jack, of receiving an esidgli
polish.

Apropos of polishing; | will say a word or two dmetmost approved method of keeping a bow in good
case. Your thorough-bred archer is not merely dmistof being a marksman; the perfect condition of
every part of his shooting tackl€ will occupy a reasonable portion of his time. Aschrecommends

a bow to be frequently rubbed with a waxed woollknh (a care never to be omitted after shooting)
till it shines and glitters; which, in time, formsach a hard slippery polish, that the weather ntl

injure, nor any fret or pinch be able to affect 8ir John Smith's receipt for the same purposi.;-&
mixture of tallow, wax, and rosin--is a very exeell one. But that solution of gums in spirits oheyi
generally known by the name of French Polish, psol¢hink, far superior, being thoroughly water-
proof, and, as the mode of applying it is somewpleguliar, a word or two of instruction may not be
superfluous. If the bow has been previously rubbithl a wax cloth, cleanse the surface by washing it
with spirits of turpentine, this done, wipe witmersel of sponge, or flannel dipped in oil; enclase
small quantity of cotton wool in a bit of flannald dip its surface, first in oil, and then in gadish,
previously poured out in some small shallow vesssd;it upon the wood, until nearly dry, and
continually renew the oil and polish, until a fidlear lustre appears on the surface of your bows Th
operation may be continued as often as you thinkgm, three or four times, however, are generally
found sufficient. Remember that the wood need eatited more than once.

Every archer keeps his bows in bags of green batmaetimes enclosed in additional tin cases. Many
have also a wooden cupboard, called an ASCHAMpmolr of the learned individual whose name it
bears. The common height of this contrivance isuab@ht feet; its breadth and depth two. A board
pierced with round holes, sufficient to receiveea fdozen arrows, occupies the lower part in front,
forming a kind of quiver, which extends, howeverlyohalf the depth of the Ascham, so as to leave
sufficient room for the bows, which are placed behiA drawer, three inches deep, occupies the top,
to hold strings, with sewing silk, and wax for wpipg their centre; white kid or chamois leather to
bind the eyes and nooses; scarlet or green rilmarngtihg the string to the upper bow horn; spare
arrow piles®®, horns, and all the other little nicknacks of acher's gear. Suspended around the sides
within, on a number of small brass hooks, are #lg brace, shooting glove, and several pairsof si
inch pasteboard butt marks painted and gilt. Thelevts, of course, secured by a door, which should
always be kept locked. When of a rich green coland emblazoned with the owner's armorial
bearings, and the pattern of a riband corresponifis arrow-mark, the Ascham is a rather
ornamental piece of furniture in an archer's haliere numbers appear ranged on either side of the
apartment, proudly surmounted by shields, banaeis trophies, all tinged with the glories of a
western sun, they are pre-eminently so. Trulyty ffie man who retires from such a spectacle,
uninfluenced by the magic of the scene, or unslegichy a vow to invoke Waring's assistance, ere the
lapse of another day. Insensible to every romamipuise, he can be estimated but as a "clod of the
valley;" or, like the unmusical savage denounce&hbgkspeare, as one whom Nature has expressly
destined for deeds of

Treason, stratagem, and spoil.

379 Archers are not, perhaps, aware that the WelsH taok! literally means "an arrow." By extension, it is
properly applied to the whole shooting apparatus.

380 steel heads.
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OF THE POWER OF MODERN BOWS

Still then stoode that prowde potter,
Thus then sayde he,

An | had a bowe, then by the wade,
One shot should you see.

Thou shalt have a bowe, sayde the sheriffe,
The beste that thou wilt choose of three;
Thou seems't a stalward and a stronge,
Assayed shalt thou be.

The sheriffe commanded a yeoman thereby
Straight some bowes to lounge,

The best bowe that the yeoman brought,
Robin set on a stringe.

Now shall | knowe if thou be good,

And poul it uppe to the ear,

So God me help, sayde the prowde potter,
This is righte weak gear.

Old Ballad.

MOST of my brethren are aware of the existencendadct of parliament’, forbidding any man under
the age of twenty-four years, "to shoot at stangliricks, except they be rovef whereat he shall
change at every shoot his mark, upon pain to foideievery shoot doing the contrary, four-pence.
And that no person above the said age of twentyyears, shall shoot at any mark of eleven score
yards or under, with any prick shaft or flight, @ndhe pain to forfeit for every shoot, six shigjf;mand
eight-pence.”

The object of this enactment is probably not gafiparent to all my readers. The archers of the
sixteenth century, degenerating from the vigouhefr predecessors, showed an inclination to
discontinue the ancient long distances at whichniligary archers had been accustomed to "bend the
yew," adopting weaker bows and a lighter arrow,clvhivas the first symptom of the decline of
archery; eleven and twelve score yards being onagnntommon range for the heaviest, and twenty
score, or four hundred yards, for the lightestftsfidaus the archers were not only interdicted from
practicing at short lengths, but the six-and-eiggrtny fine compelled them to shoot with a bow
strong enough to cast either description of arrbth@se respective distances.

This law, certainly a good one, remains still umapd. Verbum sat sapienti. May some patriotic
informer take advantage of the hint. Reader, coecie panic a paragraph like what follows, running
the round of the newspapers, would create amorandlevery the bow-meetings of Great Britain.

"INFORMATION EXTRAORDINARY--CAUTION TO ARCHERS --MARYLEBONE OFFICE.
Yesterday morning a considerable degree of cuyiegts excited in this neighbourhood, by the
appearance at the office of the whole Company giaR®--ilites, whose elegant shooting grounds
form one of the most distinguished ornaments ohtleéropolis. The appearance of the archers in our
streets reminded us of descriptions we have fretyueret with in some of the olden writers, touching
the 'splendid shows and shootings,' common to dagkivalry and romance. They were gallantly
attired in the full costume of their society; vilalack hat and feather, with doublet of the Lincoln
green; and had marched through Portland Placdeinway to this office, with 'drums beating,
colours flying, trumpets sounding,' as the old tailf phraseology has it, though not with 'matches

%133 Henry VIII. c. 9.

%2 An accidental mark, in contradistinction to buttel targets: trees, bushes, posts, mounds of &arttmarks,
stones, &c., are roving marks.
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lighted at both ends, and bullets in their modtfisfor it is sufficiently well known their peculiar
weapons require none of these. Each archer, oeotiteary, came bow in hand, and wore his bracer,
shooting-glove, and belt, within which appearedghiant grey goose wing. Summonses had been
issued against them severally. The charges weraleliupon an ancient, but unrepealed, statute,
which, as far as we understand it, for we don'tepre to be very deep in the pages of Roger Ascham,
prohibits the practising at any marks placed withitertain distance, with what are termed flight, o
very light arrows. On referring to the act in quest it appeared the shortest length allowed was tw
hundred and twenty yards. The informer swore, aa@vidence was corroborated by the oaths of two
witnesses, that he had repeatedly observed defentingets fixed on earthen butts, between which
not half that space intervened, and the archemsghmable to refute this part of the charge, were
severally mulcted by the worthy magistrate in thm of 4d. each. To prove the infringement of the
second clause, the informer produced a very beatifow, which he stated he had picked up. On its
being submitted to the examination of a celebratasyer, then present, he reluctantly pronounced it
to be a mere butt shaft, precisely the sort ofvaipoohibited by the act in question. The informeren
underwent a very severe examination by the defdéadswiicitor, as to how he was enabled to swear
the arrow then produced came from the defendamistsig ground. It appeared that, for a long
period, he had despaired of being able to subsatarthis part of the accusation, as, during the two
hours he was engaged in watching their proceedimmsine shaft in twenty failed of the butt.
Towards sunset, however, and after the party retlfrom the refreshment of a few glasses of
champagne, a stout, good-looking, middle-aged gerath, whose dexterity had been eminently
conspicuous during the day, prepared to lead theegRerhaps he mistook the broad disk of a
summer's sun for the target's golden centre: perhapnerely raised his bow-hand a little highentha
ordinary; however this be, instead of alightingtinaccustomed place, the arrow went " soughing
through the sky," until it ploughed up the gravel@ness's feet.

Magistrate Sou--sou--soughing,--what's that, what's that?
Witness It means a whistling, or whizzing, your Worship.
Magistrate What countryman are you?

Witness Please your Worship, I'm a Scotchman.

The worthy magistrate then declared the charge tconpletely established, and adjudged each of the
defendants to pay an additional fine of 6s. 8dmiating at the same time his fixed determination of
rigorously enforcing the existing: laws relativeaiehery, in all cases brought under his future
cognisance."

But, jocoseé haec; for England still boasts withinnterry woodlands more than one corps of archers,
whose practice in both respects is in strict aczmocd with the ordinances of their ancestors.

Every man is not profoundly versed in the theorpimijectiles, and | am probably not the only one
who, whilst shooting in public, has amused himbglexciting the wonder of the uninitiated after the
following most approved fashion. Set up your tasgmily eighty or one hundred yards apart, and not
one of the spectators but fancies every arrow wtiches into the turf beneath, or a few yards beyon
the mark, has reached its goal, in other words yitwar bow will shoot only between mark and mark.
As they thus stand watching the sport, exert yduisglace a single arrow in the centre of theédr

just to inspire them with a becoming respect ferdincher's skill. Pass a second exactly over peup
edge, so that it may lodge in the ground aboutddibzen yards beyond. Then, drawing the third from
your belt, fix your eyes steadfastly upon the fuagjrant rook which

Wings his way unto the rocky wood,

across the bottom of the target ground, and in ountry, half a score might be espied in about as
many seconds;--elevate your bow hand to an angl®é,adind launch the arrow at the bird, already
distant thrice the space betwixt target and tafgeader, if blest with a taste for falconry, aniant

and a kindred sport, thou art not oblivious of timatd and desperate lurch, by which a heron seeks to
evade the fell and simultaneous swoop of a castlodns' seregrine wheeling within three paces of
her neck, with eyes of fire, and talons distendethe hope of blood. Even so the rook. Among the

383 See Heath's Surrender of Ragland Castle.
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astutest of the feathered tribes, he likes noafipect of the grey ringed messenger which flieadet
him, and dashes off at a tangent also. And thougtgint, except, indeed, one of the demon shatfts, for
which those who tampered with the art "men maynamhe"*®* are said to have sometimes bartered
their immortal part, could reach a flying mark ftiltee hundred paces off, yet in the eyes of the
spectators it appears so to do. As regards thareftire, the triumph of archery will be completeeT
noble attitude necessarily assumed by the shcameattitude which even the most awkward can but
little degrade; the extraordinary flight of theam, the all but apparent death stroke to the livdse

will excite the spectators' mind to admiration &oweapon, of whose powers they had previously
formed a very inadequate idea.

Shooting in public, at distances of sixty yards ander, is certainly injudicious, since it tends to
disparage the noble exercise of archery in vulgas;eindeed, all bow meetings should be held in the
most sequestered situations, until the majorityehattained a certain degree of proficiency. On
witnessing the abortive efforts of some weak-arniegkpert, slovenly bowman, to lay his arrow in a
mark within range of dust shot from a paltry fowgipiece, our sensations are nearly allied to
contempt for the shooter and his amusement. Bawwar belt, bracer, and shooting glove, originally
the best of their kind, in his hands, too, haveobez wretchedly dilapidated; for a certg@ucherie

and bad taste appears to be the birthright of qgmemsons. Mark now, on the other hand, how the
loiterer's admiring eye is rivetted upon him whatrgeps in front of the target. His air and
demeanour are alone sufficient to proclaim him atereof the game. A plume snatched from the
eagle's wing, decorates his dark velvet bonnettlamdest of his neat and appropriate costume is
green as the grass he treads on. His stout arshpdliyew bow, glistening like a mirror, o'ertops it
master's height full half a cubit. The well waxédng, unfrayed even in a single fibre, is carefull
whipped at the centre, with silk of black and cramsat its eye and noose, with the finest chamois
leather. Buckled beneath a richly worked belt afsei-coloured buffalo's hide are his burnished
shafts. The painted pattern of some elegant rilsames to distinguish them from those of his
associates; and their snowy feathers, still puceuamuffled as in the hour they fell from the wild
bird's wing, reveal to the archer's eye, that tpksice is oftener in the target than beneath ibfident

of skill, the reward of unremitted practice, hensksprepared to challenge even the distant rifke to
trial of superiority. His arrow is already in thieisg; the mark reclines its broad circlets of cson

and gold, nothing short of two hundred paces offyonder green hill-side. Firmly setting his feet
upon the turf, he grasps his trusty bow with tmergith and steadiness of a vice. His eyes, lost to
every thing besides, are immoveably fixed on theaiof his distant aim, whilst he draws manfully,
until the thumb of his shaft hand grazing his rigat, warns him of the precise moment when to loose

The string let fly,
Sounds shrill and sharp, like the swift swallows ¢

384 His father was a clerk of fame,

Of Bethuné's line in Picardie:
He learned the art' men may not name,
In Padua, far beyond the sea.

Lay of the Last Minstrel.

At Malling, in Kent, one of Queen Marie's Justicegon the complaint of many wise men and a fewisbol
boys, laid a poor, but very skilful, archer by treels, because he shot so near the white at farttse was
informed and persuaded, that the poor man play#danly, otherwise called a devil or familiar; abdcause he
was certified that the archer aforesaid shot b#éten the common shooting which he before had hefand
seen, he conceived it could not be in God's namteyypenchantment; whereby this archer, as he sgoho
abusing the Queen's liege people, won, one dayamitther, two or three shillings, to the detrimeithe
commonwealth and to his own enriching. And therethie archer was severely punished, to the great
encouragemertf archers, and to the wisgampleof justices; but specially to the overthrow ofahitraft!--
Reg. Scot's Discoverp. 35. edit. 1665.
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As the glancing meteor or falcon's flight, the arwhistles through the sky, for no human ken can
mark its trackless course. Thus., like the stafuspollo Belvedere, our gallant archer remains
rivetted to the spot, with look of pride, and artil extended. But the pause is momentary; the niusi
of that short sharp sound,

So familiar to his ear,

announces the arrow's entrance into the targetjuastities the expectations to which his gallant
bearing had given rise.

In thus advocating strong bows and distant shopt&igt not be understood that the archer is poren
himself by overstraining his muscles, or mar hiscess at the target by using bows beyond his
management. The degree of power proper for ladmesyouths' bows | have already explained; but no
man, having reached his full strength, and nonaalid, can run the slightest risk from beginning

with one of fifty pounds. At the same time let nimserve, that every archer risks an imputation en hi
manhood, who finally settles down to any thing slebia seventy-five, which commands all lengths
within four hundred yards. The strength of the draarm rapidly accommodates itself to the
increased power of the bow, for nothing tends moffertify and invigorate the muscles of that, and
indeed every other portion of the human frame, tir@hery. We have all seen a bow somewhat above
the shooter's strength during his first seasorredypunder command by the ensuing summer, if in
constant use. Ten pounds additional weight shoeldduled to every new bow. Let the archer,
however, "wrestle with his gear," as Ascham tertnarid achieve these conquests in private; for no
bow should be taken to a shooting match, whiclotlieer cannot use with perfect facility, since the
struggle consequent on an attempt to draw up tleevawhen a man isver-bowedwill so disorder

his aim, that by chance only can he hope, unddr disadvantages, to meet with the target. "It makes
some men," writes the author just quoted, "to dvassthe mark, some to shoot far wide, and
perchance to hurt a by-stander.” "I had my bowasys<Bishop Latimer in one of his sermons, "bought
for me according to my age and strength, and asréased in them, so my bows were made heavier
and stronger."

Tolapia O exaorov Kata T idtav
[TY UV KAl oUY URE0 auinV, # @KKoV
|c5£* Kt analortsoa
Let the bow of every archer be proportioned toshisngth, that is, not above, but rather beneath th

power of the shooter, says Leo in his tactics; thedbservation proves him to have been well
acquainted with the subject on which he wrote.
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OF THE SHAFT, ANCIENT AND MODERN

The Winchester and Taylor's god&el see

Are all too heavy and too hot for me.

| will retain the honor, to emblaze

Of the grey goose, that on the green cloth graze.
Throughout the world the trumph of fame loud rings,
To spread the glory of the goose's wings.

The Huns, the Goths, the Vandals, and the Gauls,
With arrows made great Rome their several thralls;
Yea all the nations the whole world around,

The grey goose wing hath honored and renown'd.

Prayer of the Grey Goose Wing, 1627.

A shaft bath three principal parts, the stele, thatlier, and the head; each of which must be sdyeral
spoken of.

Toxophilus

TRES-BIENfair sir! your high behest shall be obeyed: itwdbill become me to gainsay the
commands of so venerable a Toxophilite. Yet, befamter upon my description of these component
parts of the arrow, permit us, friend Roger, todhawvord respecting its ancient dimensions, on lwhic
you are most unaccountably silent. That so eradikassic as yourself, fortified by the wisdom of
past ages, should not have foreseen the dire coeseegs of thus casting the apple of discord among
your descendant8®, is wholly incomprehensible. How much reason haeeo regret you were not
born with the gossiping propensities of amiablelefthc Walton; with morbonhommieand less
learning. A treatise on archery, written in thdesggnd with the minuteness of detail which
characterises the "Contemplative Angler," woulth& day be purchased, as was a certain black lette
tome now in safe keeping of the Roxburgh Club, wilineas in one scale, and your book in the other.
We should then have been informed of a thousartd & incidents, whose interest, not at all lichite
to the votaries of archery, would throw importaght on the domestic habits of your contemporaries.
We should have ascertained who was London 's Waritttge merry days of Queen Bess; whether the
Kelsals of Lancashire had then the reputation déingathe best bows in England, as they are said to
have done a century later. You would have givetheslimensions of every shaft in your own quiver;
nay, you would have done still better; privileggadyour right of access to your royal mistress 's
residence, you would have been a frequent visitreacourt of guard at Greenwich palace, and told
us of the arrows borne by the tallest archer whind@d within its precincts.

At the cost of a morning's visit to the Tower, yoight have inspected many thousand noble bows
and goodly shafts, lying rottirf@7 there; most of them, be it remembered, as olti@périod, when, it
is reported, the archers of our fifth Harry dreveigvman a yard.

%5 The late meeting of the Kendal archers was wadhaed, and afforded much sport. The populace, hexyev
crowded so near the targets, that a tanner andaiVeos received shots not intended for them. Theeds hide
was proof against the keenest shafts: one of tloestavas happily preserved from danger, by thagjtag of the
arrow against his goose, and he received merdgsh fvound. The other is thought to be in some éiang
principally arising from frightWorld, Oct. 7. 1791Banke's MSS

3% The real length of the ancient war arrow has beechncontested.

387 Extract from an original MS. in the possession of Iith, entitled " A Complete List of the Royal Naof

983. / Arrowes, vid.ivery arrowes, 14,125 shafts, whereof 731 shaftsetoepayred, and 30 shafts decaied.
Crosbowe arrowes, dacaied, 500. Muskett arrowdh, 3@ To be new feathered, 892. Longbowe arrowds wit
firewoorkes, 98 shefe decaied, &c. &c.
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And then, what delightful anecdotes of individukeillsrecorded from your own personal experience;
yet of these, the Toxophilus is barren as a Cadhmashire heath. Not one allusion to the various
drillings you necessarily withessed among the Qsgeomen; or the marvellous flight shots made by
individuals in Finsbury and Tutthill fields; andstly, not a single name recorded of all the London
‘prentices "proper and tall," whose reputationdiahery stood high among the graver citizens. By th
rood! friend Roger, the truth seems to be, thal aliundant materials you know not the art of making
a pleasant book.

Mark now, how cheerfully old Walton enters into thié minutiae of his art. After his own delightful
gossiping fashion, we learn that the best tackigldinds came in his day from Yorkshire. The léng
and strength of his favourite rod; the wood of vhhiicwas fashioned; how it was spliced and bound
together with silk; its singular lightness and #@taty; are made as familiar to me as the meritd an
material of my own specimen of Kelly*® unrivalled handicraft. The tyers of the most kigjiflies,

and the names of many an old friend, once skitfuhe use of them, but, " now with God," are
likewise chronicled with equal minuteness, by #imple-hearted piscatory enthusiast of nearly two
centuries ago. Nor are we even left to guess thebeu and weight of bouts killed by a fisherman of
that age, on what might be called an angler'setdrlday: all is set forth to us with the most aing,
amiable garrulity. Details such as these would Hmen invaluable to the archer; yet we have them
not; and excepting one story of an old bow, spdilgdeing left strung all night, | do not recollect
anecdote in the whole work.

An amusing instance of the zeal with which theBidjlish arrow's length is debated by men of the
bow and quiver, once occurred to me, an excursidhe western counties. As | stood at an inn-door,
to await the arrival of the stage-coach, a genttgrobserving some bows among my luggage, fell into
conversation upon the topics they naturally suggkdiut more particularly on the subject of the
present chapter. | quickly perceived he was no, tgnal although our arrangements did not allow of
any discussion whilst the carriage was in motiamvary occasional stoppage, the subject was
commencedie novoin the posthouses.

"And so, Sir," observed my interlocutor, "you dd monceive | am exactly correct in believing that
our English yeomen, those, for instance, who fowgtit the gallant Harry of Monmouth at
Agincourt, drew every man his cloth yard shaft.”

"There is no question, but that such arrows wergsaamong the archers of Agincourt and other
ancient military expeditions: it is their universaloption by the whole army, which | dispute."

"Let us hear your reasons: but first allow me toirel you of a passage in Paulus Jovius, a traveller
who visited this country about the middle of theesenth century, and whose opinion as a foreigner
and eye-witness is certainly deserving attent®Bas 'minimo digito crassioré®,' he repeated in a
triumphant tone, chastened, however, by innate gpoeeding; at the same time grasping the little
finger of his left hand, with the thumb and foneder of the right, in illustration of his authomhdn
again suiting the action to the word, he touchadelbhow and middle finger alternately, as he went o
'Bicubitales qué®®, et hamato praefixas ferro, ingentibus ligneis lbosuintorquent.™

"True, Sir: | well remember the spirited pictureigthistorian has sketched of the arms and disapli
of our tall English bowmen. That there were tenthotisands of arrows in the gallant band to which
you have just alluded, | readily allow. But therereva still larger proportion, the dimensions ofakh
no ways exceeded those sold by our modern fletchgrenthusiasm for all that relates to a favourite
hobby, led me at an early age, to the scene okttiedordinary victory. Whilst traversing the fiedd
Agincourt, a peasant brought me the head of amaunquestionably English, and specially adapted

38 A famous Dublin fishing-tackle maker.

%9 interpret my friend's Latin for the ladies' sakas minimo digito, crassiores; bicubitales queaghéito
preefixas ferro, ingentibus ligneis intor quentytifgne English) shoot arrows, somewhat thicker thaman's
little finger, two cubits(36 inches) long, and headed with barbed steatgdrom wooden bows of
extraordinary size and strength.

39 Bjcubitales que -- two cubits long.
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for piercing armour; indeed, there can be no dduielonged to that ‘iron sleet of arrowy shower,'
which rained destruction upon the steel clad chjval France. The ferule by which the head was
originally attached to the wood, is still very paf; but its diameter proves the shaft could neeha
measured more than eight and twenty, or at thadstf thirty inches. | have repeatedly compared it
with--."

"Shorten that 'ere off leader's bearing rein a bolevo;" with "Now if you please, gennelmen;" here
broke from the hoarse voice of our red-faced, battised Jehu, as he received his whip from the
horsekeeper, and gathered up the ribands in hisdefl. A naval captain on the quarter deck of his
and a stage coachman on his box, are held to t@legumnipotent. Silently, therefore, we resumed
our respective places; and our disputation,

Like the story of the bear and fiddle,
Begun, but broke off in the middle,

immortalised by Hudibras, was doomed to the prdicrason of another stage. | could not but be
gratified with the pertinacity of argument displdygy my opponent. His wish was evidently father to
the thought; anthat originated in anxiety to uphold the honour of Erglish long bow. At length we
arrived where our further progress in the sameclkehvas to cease; when advancing towards me in
the coach office, he resumed the conversationljl®itnany similar conversations, it only tended to
illustrate a venerable adage--

He that's convinced against his will,
Is of the same opinion still.

Thus we parted; my short-lived acquaintance lauglfiiobserving as he bade me good bye, that, in
the words of the Spectator, "a good deal mightdiesgid on both sides."

Of the nature of our concluding desultory argumesusl whether they were couched in poetry or
prose, the reader will be informed, since theirstamhce is detailed in the remaining pages of the
present chapter.

That the arrow was of remarkable length, even ®oda the age of Queen Elizabeth, may be inferred
from a passage in the Discourse on Weapons. "Ogiidbrbows, arrows, and archers do exceed and
excel all other bows used by foreign nations, my @ thickness and strength, but also in the feng
and size of the arrows."

It is sufficient for my purpose that their dimenssogenerally were thought worthy of notice by Sir J
Smith, although he errs in the latter part of iseation. | have here by me an iron wood Guiana bow
nearly eight feet high, though disproportionatégnder, and the arrows imported with it, which are
about five feet long.

In the reign of Edward the Third, the woollen mautfire, from the exquisite fineness of our native
fleeces®™”, had already become an important branch of tHemmdtindustry. To foster, encourage, and
regulate this, in common with other branches of m@mte, an act was passed called the Statute of the
Staple, declaratory that there shall be but onghtemeasure, and yard throughout the realm.

Among the Cotton collection of MS%?is a very ancient act of parliament, in which tbkowing
sentence occurs:-- "Tres pedes faciunt ulnam." & feet make an elf. Though this is neither the
Flemish nor the English measure laid down by Caadkestablishes its identity with the clothiers'
yard at one most glorious period in the historaéient archery, and on no other supposition can we
reconcile the indiscriminate use of "yard and bi"historians and poets when speaking of the arrow.
The Flemish measure of twenty-seven inches wastmmsiderable to have elicited any extravagant

%1t is known, but not very generally, that the tesged Merino, and other breeds of Spanish sheep,
repurchased by our graziers at enormous price araginally derived from English stock. A small palr of
choice rams and ewes, reared on the GloucestefShisvold hills, was sent as a present to the Spani
monarch, whose battles Edward's heroic son hadamssfully fought.

392 Claudius, D. 2.
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praise. The modern English ell of forty-five inchresone could manage with effect, except such men
as Earl Strongbow, whose arms, as tradition repaéshed to his knee-joints.

Thus have we arrived at something like a satisfgatonclusion respecting what constituted the
integral parts of these two ancient English measureill next endeavour to show in what respect my
fellow traveller and his ancient friend Paulus disyihad rightly considered the question at issue.

Draw me a clothier's yard,

exclaims poor old crazed Lear, when raving on thieide and equipments of his bowmen. Another
authority, still more ancient than Shakspeare erlhtin historian, gives similar dimensions to the
English shaft, when describing, in a highly popaad pathetic ballad, how the gallant Percy was
avenged.

An English archer then perceived

The noble earl was slain.

He had a bow bent in his hand,

Made of a trusty tree;

An arrow of a cloth yard long,

Unto the head drew he.

Against Sir Hugh Montgomery,

Aright the shaft was set;

The grey goose wing that was thereon,
In his heart's blood was wet.

In Drayton's picturesque sketches of the SherwameeR it is said,

All made of Spanish yew, their bows were wondraosgt
They not an arrow drew, but 't was a cloth yardgpn

and " The Lyttel Geste " of Robin Hode also dessithe equipments of a hundred tall yeomen,
attendants on Sir Richard of the Lea, when jourmgy® redeem his patrimony from St. Mary's Abbot,
to the same effect.

He purveyed him a hundred bowes,
The stringes were well y dighte;

An hundred sheafe of arrowes goode,
The heads burnyshed full bryghte.

And every arrowe an elle longe,
With peacock well y dighte;
Innocked all with white silver,

It was a seemly syghte.

So far we are indebted to "the irritabile genusimgt for unravelling this Gordian knot; let us next
apply ourselves to the ancient chroniclers in prtige remarked by Clement Edmonds, "that in the
reign of Henry the Fifth, the English bowmen di@shan arrow of a yard long besides the head.” "To
give you some taste of the skill of the Cornishhars’ sufficiency,” says Carew, "for long shooting,
their shaft was a cloth yard; their pricks twenbyxf score: for strength, they would pierce any
ordinary armour." Mr. Kempe, a frequent correspaniad the Gentleman's Magazine on various
interesting subjects, thus speaks of the arrowgtie in a letter addressed to that periodical.ti@go
Hall, he observes that "at the battle of Blackhgfathght in the year 1496, the Cornish archersef t
rebel party, who defended the high road at DeptBridge, by which the main body of the King's
army was to pass to the assault, shot arrows gthesfull yard. | have a memorandum by me," he
continues, "that | saw, in 1825, at the ancientsianof Cothele, upon the Cornish side of the Tamar
some arrows which | conceived to be old EnglistedHeet two inches in length; and it is a rather
remarkable coincidence with the chronicler abovatineed, that these long arrows should be extant
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in Cornwall. The heads were not barbed, they welid pyramidal pieces of steéf® The shafts,

made of beech or some light wood, had no featlaeisthe nocks were not guarded with horn." There
is no doubt but Mr. Kempe is perfectly correct. Pahe kind of foreign arrows will at all answerghi
description,--1 mean those brought from Chinesdargy which so closely resemble the old English
arrow in their general appearance that | was oeceided in them myself But that any such should be
found in an ancient mansion on the banks of theaFaseems so improbable that | unhesitatingly
subscribe to this writer's opinion.

We now come to the most conclusive testimony o¢fimtfavour of the ell and cloth yard shaft. Iis
extract from a MS. in the Cotton collection, headédfairs from the Public Records,--ninth year of
the reign of Edward the Third."

"The king commanded the mayor and sheriffs of thenty to purvey three hundred good and
sufficient bows, with strings proportionable tortiieand also four chest¥' of arrows of the length of
one elf, made of good well seasoned wood; the hefitie said arrows to be duly sharpened, and the
flukes or barbs of a large size, &c. &c.

It is unnecessary to adduce any further evidensepport the "bicubitalesque," of Paulus Joviuse Th
truth of his assertion has, no doubt, long ere tiéen apparent to the reader's mind. Those, hayweve
who do battle for the inviolability--if | may so press myself--of the cloth yard arrow, and asset t
our present measure of twenty-seven inches is @madnovation, the result of modern degeneracy,
err in the other extreme. Like the prejudiced thave, described in the fable,

They all are right and all are wrong;

It requires but a very brief argument to prove tremma crowd of withesses being at hand, to show
that the arrow's length varied continually, and waisfined to no arbitrary standard.

The reader who feels his curiosity at all interdstethe question is referred to 5th of Edward IV.,
chapter 4. He will there find "every Englishmangddrishman dwelling with Englishmen, and

speaking English, being between sixteen and sigfyrs/of age, is commanded to provide himself with
an English bow of his own length, and one fistnalieast, between the nocks, with twelve shafts of
the length of three quarters of the standard. @tiibned phrases like fistmele, are better undmisto

in the country than elsewhere. It is a pure Saxordywmeaning the measure of the clenched hand with
the thumb extended. You would smile to witness lacaurately the old woodmen, "in leathern

guise," ascertain the dimensions of a fallen weassisted by the carpenter's, or any other rudepgx

this fistmele of his forefathers. He cuts a haadlfrom the copse, and commencing at one end, grasp
it six times with his alternate hands, cuts off temainder, and lo! a very accurate three foot mreas

The arrow then, nearly four centuries ago, durirgdontests of the Roses, one of the most warlike
periods of English history, was exactly the lengtihered to by Waring for those of modern archers.
Yet all this involves no contradiction. We can réadnderstand that in remote districts of the
kingdom, like North Wales, Gwentland, YorkshireddDornwall, a large proportion of archers made
their own bows, just as anglers there at the ptetagn manufacture fishing rods. Poverty and
necessity are the parents of invention. Some ofeaglers may possibly have encountered one of
those grey coated, blue stockinged, weather beddeiishermen, who haunt the silver ripples of Uske
or Tave; Teivi or Maes y pandy, with the constaatg river god. In that section of a walnut shell,
which he calls a coracfé®, see him glide down the foaming torrent as if agage to the ocean of

393 The Agincourt arrow in my possession agrees exadtlythis description. In the list of curiositipseserved
at Don Saltero's coffee house, Chelsea, are meutiawo ancient broad-headed arrows, once belonging
Robin Hood.

%94 and another boy went from York towards Scotlamith a horse whereupon we carried a chest of ayfov
the use of the king's army, which afterwards wanfipght of Flodden:-Life of old Parr.

3% A singular kind of boat formed of basket work{le present da covered with painted sailcloth aAnatently
with skins. They are so light that the fishermarewhe wishes to cross to another stream, or aleittouble
of threading the serpentine mazes so characteoiStelsh rivers, takes his coracle upon his hezitbin
upwards, and thus, like a snail in his shell, j@yshalong. These boats are as old, and older thaarGae
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eternity. Innumerable flies coiled round the crosiris ragged, battered, shapeless hat, dancein th
evening breeze; in his hand he brandishes a rogefiof a couple of hazel sticks rudely bound
together; and his line is nothing more than theute of half a dozen cows' tails. A cockney would
doubtless laugh at such primitive looking equiprmseanntil his visage resembled Falstaff's "wet cloak
ill laid up." No matter. The spring and play of tlilsshapen wand; and the colour of those coarse
looking flies, are worth the whole contents of Chlear's shop.

Of equally unprepossessing exterior, but simil&insic excellence, was the bow of our English
rustic; for like this mountain patriarch of the rdak was frequently too poor or too distant fronp an
market to purchase of the regular bowyers.

To the wooded glens and rocks surrounding his eatilage, he resorted for the proper material, and
always kept a number of yew plants seasoning upetéams and rafters of his cottage. Master
Nicholas Frost, Harry V.'s bowyer, might have lagglalso: though | fancy his master owed

somewhat, to no inconsiderable number of these hoade bows, on St. Crispin's day, A. D. 1415.
396

According to his strength and height, the archeiggzpd himself. The tall and muscular rustic of six
feet and upwards, found a powerful bow of sevehlfest suited to his purposes; and his arrows were
a cloth yard besides the head. His neighbour, tmmvhature had been less bountiful, would be
satisfied when the former was less than six fawt,the latter only " three quarters,” to which he
reduced them if originally of the full standardafipears, indeed, that it was quite usual for tioéeat
archer to obtain loose arrow heads, and fix therthershaft himself. | find many statements of
persons possessing a number of the former, witlioybf the latter to correspond; one being a
perishable, the other an imperishable materiak,thuan Herefordshire Muster Roll of the reign of
Queen Elizabeth, is an entry as follows:--

"John Hughes. An arrow case and heads for a sheafdf, but no bow or arrows™

At the battle of Agincourt, says Ascham, the arrhienry V. consisted of such archers that most of
them drew a yard. "In my time," observes the autidhe "Discourse on Weapons," "it was the usual
practice for soldiers to choose their first shefadroows, and cut those shorter which they fourad to
long. for their use." Among that splendid colleatiof ancient arms and armour, preserved at
Goodrich Court, there is a unique specimen of tieeat English arrow. Some of its wooden stele or
shaft, yet remains, particularly the lower parg] #tlom its substance, | judge the shaft to have loee
more than twenty-seven inches, and only a few yieack, | recollect meeting with an iron arrow,
probably five centuries old, of exactly the sanregth. Theet of the argument, may therefore be
enclosed in a nutshell. All our ancient armies haoherous bodies of tall picked men, answering to
the grenadier companies of modern regiments, whinsegth and length of arm enabled them to draw
the cloth yard shaft. Of this class were the arcklescribed by Paulus Jovius. The other soldiers
accommodated the size of theirs to convenienceferior stature. | trust the reader is satisfi€aot,

let him hear one, who to a knowledge of ancientpsea offensive and defensive, beyond that of any
other man in Europe, adds considerable experienpeactical archery; | allude to Sir Samuel Rush
Meyrick, author of the valuable history of anciantns and armour. "With respect to the size of the
bow," he observes; "the string ought to be thelttedfthe man, and the arrow half the length of the
string. Now, as from that, to the top of the midfihger, is equal to half his whole height, it mbst
equal also to the length of his arrow; and theHeftd, therefore, being clenched round the bow, wil
leave just room for the arrow head beyond it; ftbis it will appear, that a man six feet high, must
shoot with a cloth yard arrow, and vice versa."

The following is a list of the several kinds of vebmade use of by ancient fletchers.

invasion of Britain, and it is stated that when R@mmans withdrew from the island, the Picts andsSbegan to
infest its inhabitants, by crossing over the frigmsl forties, “in little wicker boats covered wigather."

3% The date of the Battle of Agincourt.

397 Grimaldi's Origines Genealogicze.
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Alder.  Black Thorn Sugar Ches

Asp. Elder. Service Tree.
Ash. Fustic. Sallow.
Brazil. ** Horn Beam. Turkey Wood
Birch.  Oak.

To these should be added, deal, or the wood oBdtish fir-tree, though unnoticed by Roger
Ascham. An old English traveller in the Levant, cfé@sing the amusements of the Turks, observes,
"they were admirable archers; and that he saw, grotirer trophies, at the gate of Belgrade, a head
piece, which they held to be petrof®@lproof. It was nevertheless shot clean throughath bides,
and, as they asserted, head and all, with onesofltbws. The arrow, he tells us, was still stigkin
this helmet, and resembled, " as all theirs do,adrtkose little red ones, which our children us&1
have seen many Turkish arrows; they were all ofdexl. In an apartment of the Castle of Cauca, in
Crete, still or very recently a portion of the Tistkempire, arrows lie strewed in scores upon the
floor. The good natured Turkish centinel will allgwwu to carry off any number for the consideration
of a handful of pares, perhaps about one shilliagisg.

Brazil, sugar-chest, and fustic, are West Indiaagooot now used. The black-thorn and elder grow in
every hedge; and I think the former would make migews, if procured of a proper thickness to be
sawn into lengths. Respecting the latter, Aschaes thmt mean the hollow shoots filled with pith, of
which school-boys make their pop-guns, but thogaemse butts, of half a century's growth, which
are entirely solid. Elder possesses the qualifidiglitness, toughness, and elasticity in a very
remarkable degree. | make exquisite fly rods frgrarid, generally speaking, all wood suitable for
that purpose is equally well adapted for arrowsyiyehe same requisites being indispensable ih.bot
Hornbeam grows plentifully in our copses. The santree bears a species of fruit much eaten in the
country; but though all these woods are now likevgbsolete, let the archier campagnard amuse
himself by making occasional experiments with thénpiece of well seasoned, unbarked easily
procured perfectly straight, makes an exceedingydgand strong arrow for rough usage. In shooting
rovers, over a country much covered with thickeis brambles, arrows are frequently lost Those of
home manufacture will not be so much regretted,camdeasily be replaced. Remove the bark with a
file, just where the feathers are to be glued, laatl them with small iron ferules.

The woods used for modern arrows are lance-woo, lasp, deal, and poplar. Of the last the French
and Flemings make theirs, and call it arbele. Larlime are confined to roving shafts. Of dd#, t
fletcher chooses the lintels, doors, and wainsogiif old houses, in preference to new timber.deon
saw some very beautiful arrows, which Waring setd the country, with a note, stating they were
made from deal upwards of a century old; yet thégenlvood he commonly manufactures is so truly
excellent, that it leaves nothing for the archeddsire.

In early ages they seem to have preferred asp d&img war arrows. The poet Spencer, when
enumerating the different kinds of trees indigentouthe British Isles, and the uses to which their
timber was applied in his time, speaks of

The sailing fir, the cypress death to plaine,
The shooter eugh, the aspe for shaftes so faine.

The vast consumption, indeed monopoly, which tHdipservice thus created, was productive of a
very droll contest between the fletchéts and another class of men, of a somewhat lessniiena

%8 There is no necessity for supposing this word grimisfor haze| as Roberts thinks. Ascham mentions it
again in connection with Fustic, Turkey, and Sudae<t, all foreign woods, from warm climates.

%99 A kind of large pistol.
400\/oyage into the Levant, by H. B. 1637.

401 Arrow makers.
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calling, viz., the "poure patyn makers of Londadin.'the early part of Henry V's reign, the former
presented a memorial, praying that these pattereraakight be altogether prevented from using asp,
which it appears, they had gradually been substgudor willow, alder, &c.; and, in consequence,
aspwood was become so scarce that sufficient ecmilde procured for arrows, which had been
greatly increasing in pricé% Independently of its fairness, a request of taisire might be expected
to awaken the fullest sympathy in the breast ofithdike Henry. Little more than a twelve month had
elapsed, since, at the head of his yeomen ardners,

Cropped the fleurs-de-lis of France,

and made its monarch a tributary of the BritishaaroThe fletchers were, therefore, protected, by a
penalty of 108.0n every pair of clogs thenceforward manufactukeasp-wood; but as this

regulation was very severely felt by the traderthgse articles, which, it would appear, the miry
condition of London streets in the fifteenth cegpttendered indispensable to both sexes, the "poure
patyn makers" got up a counter petition, in whikiit grievances are thus pathetically enlarged upon

"Mekely beseechen unto your noble wisdomes, therpdelship of the crafte of patymakers, piteously
complayninge of the grevous hurtes and lossesothat persons, sometyme of this oure crafte, now
cede, and alsoe your beseechers have of long tgme lnd sustained. It is soe, righte worshippfull
sirs, that the sayde tymbre of aspe is the bestight&st tymbre to make patyns and clogges, anst mo
easiest for the wear of all estate gentile, andétler, the king's people, of any tymbre that gitbwe
And there is much tymbre of aspe that will in nceveisrve the fletchers to make arrowes of, whids is
sufficient, able, and accordinge to make into pat@nd cloggs, as is the remnant of the said tyritore
make arrowes."

The privy council contrived to keep the peace betwigoth litigants. They issued an order, allowing
their petitioners the use of all such asp-woodras; its length, knottiness, or cross grain, was
rejected by the rival craftsmen.

Though piecing the stele seems to have originaitdide wish to preserve a favourite arrow, which had
been broken, in Ascham's time it was done for #ke ®f ornament also. Modern fletchers frequently
foot arrows with dark, heavy wood; but they are smtlurable as those made from one piece; for the
earth's moisture, dew, &c., will inevitably destriwe glue. | never could discover the qualitiesiof
arrow to be at all improved by this process, thoaghancient archers were much in favour of it.

Their arrows finely paired, for timber and for féar,
With birch and brazil pieced, to fly in any weatH&f

Robert' misunderstood the following directions @icham on this subject. "In piecing,” says he, "two
points are sufficient to prevent the moistnessiefdarth from penetrating into the piecing, and so
loosening the glue.” "Two points,” observes his pwntator, " must be taken to signify the length of
two piles or arrow-heads." Not so: he is alludiagtte shape of the joints only; and many modern
fletchers cut them into four points, as Ascham dbss, "for gainess;" so that the union of the dark
and light woods, may form a regular indentatiorralind the arrow. Ascham recommends a joint of
one single deep notch, like the insertion of threfiinger of one hand between the two first fingelrs
the other.

The bard Gwilym, who has, | trust, already foundofar with my readers, alludes in one of his poems
to

An arrow of quarter'd birch,

using the remarkable Welsh phrase, pedr-yollt,r'&plit,” which has, | think, clearly a reference t
the fashion above described. | may add, that histrgmen seem to have been fond of shafts wholly

402"tem suppliant les communes, pour profit du rogeroiaume, que comme les flechiers of the dity o
London and elsewhere, within the said kingdom, hawdl time heretofore used and do use to makmatiner
of arrowes and 'autre archerie' of the materidédadspe, and of no other material,--les ditz patyakers," &c.
&c.--Rolls of Parliament, temp, Henry V.

%% Drayton's Polyolbion, song 26
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of this sort of timber. David Ranmor, in his odeRpdderch ab Jevan Liwyd of Gogerddan, speaks of
a sheaf of birchen arrows, observing that "outisfilandful, not one broke into fragments."

I shall here close my remarks on the stele, byrwbag that for very long flight shafts, those @us
unjointed canes, of which Guiana Indian arrowsmaagle, answer beautifully. The original nock,

which is of hard wood, very neatly inserted, wdhge when a little deepened; but their extreme
lightness requires a proper counterpoise at thé.Heaay add, that our adventurous countrymen
became acquainted with these weapons at an eaibdpA&n emigrant to the New World, upwards of
two centuries ago, in describing an attack uporittlis party by a band of Indian archers, saysg"wW
picked up eighteen of their arrows, which we haet $0 England by Master Jones, some whereof are
headed with brass, others with hartshorn, and sthiéh eagle's claws. Many more, no doubt, were
shot, for these we found almost covered with leayes by the especial providence of God, none of
them either hit or hurt us, though many came clyseand on one side; and some coats which hung up
in our barricade were shot through and throdgh.

The nock'® of English arrows, for a century past, has bepieee of taper horn glued into the wood.
When Ascham wrote, it was merely a notch in thiesteft rather large and round there, as we see in
Persian and Chinese arrows. That curious relicepves at Goodrich Court, furnishes an interesting
specimen of the old English nock. The differencsiné between European and Turkish arrow nocks
did not escape the attention of a shrewd old soldiened De Broquiére, who wrote an account of his
adventures, "to animate all noble gentlemen tatsesvorld.*°® " He evidently traversed the Turkish
empire with no other motive than that of "spyingpithe nakedness of the land ;" for on his rethen,
very gravely set about calculating the number@bis and peculiar weapons necessary for reducing it
under the dominion of his master. "l would haveysshe, "first, from France, gens d'armes, archers
and cross-bowmen, in as great a number as possé#aend, from England, 1000 men-at-arms, and
10,000 archers; and from Germany, as many as pessgigentiemen and their mounted bowmen
(crennequériers). Assemble together from these thadions, about 25,000 or 30,000 men, and having
first invoked the blessing of God, I'll answer feading them from Belgrade to Constantinople. lisha
add, that, in case of need, our archers could ms&ef the Turkish arrows; but thegnnot use ours
because the nock is not sufficiently large, andctvels of their bows are a great deal shorter than
ours, being made of sinews."

The feather, a very important part of the arrowtpeesents itself to our attention. "Unfledged
arrows," says Roberts, "cannot fly far, and aratlyeffected by the wind." The latter part of this
assertion is correct; the former, experience digmgpbut although | can shoot an unfeathered shaft
eight. score paces, beyond ten or twelve, it Bigésit a tangent. But among various savage tribes,
whom necessity instructs in every practicable degffeskill, this distance has been greatly surgisse
as the following anecdote will show Mr. Gore, whee@mpanied Captain Cook in his voyage round
the world, was considered a very dexterous aremat whilst the ships lay at one of the South Sea
islands, he challenged Tabourai Tamaide, a disishgd warrior, to a shooting match.

The chief, accordingly brought his bow and arrows/d to the fort, supposing it to be a trial which
could cast an arrow furthest, as he does not appdeve valued himself on being a marksman. Mr.
Gore, on the contrary, did not greatly affect fighooting, so that no exhibition of skill took péa
between them. Tabouri Tamaide, however, to grétibge present, drew his bow and shot an

404 Journal of Plantation, &c. 1620.
%% Synonymous witmotch but always spelt and pronounced as above.

408 "To animate and influence the hearts of all nolslet@men who desire to see the world, and by aidér
command of the most high, most puissant, and nedstubtable Lord Philip, by the grace of God, Duke o
Burgundy, Lorraine, Brabant, and Limburg, Count lafnfélers, &c., |, Bertrand de la Broquliére, naifehe
duchy of Guienne, Lord of Vieux Chateau, Councjllmd first Squire trenchant of the said most rétkle
Lord, Seigneur, have been induced to write theeljilirney that | made-De Broquiére's Travels, A.D. 1432.
King's Lib. Paris.
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unfledged arrow to the distance of two hundred seknty-four yards, which is something less than

the sixth part of a milé®’

"Neither wood, horn, metal, parchment, paper, tath¢but only a feather, is fit for a shaft," says
Ascham: the latter being sufficiently plentiful eyevhere, we are not compelled to resort to any of
the former. Paper and cloth | should not greatigaf parchment might serve; that horn, wood, and
even leather, were once used for winging cross+4baivs, is proved by a better authority than his; |
mean the collection of ancient quarfit preserved in the armoury of Goodrich Court.

We form a prodigious idea of the ancient consunmptibgoose feathef8®, on reflecting that at least
twenty thousand sheaves of arrows, requiring neamyjllion and a half of feathers, went to the
equipment of one inconsiderable armament.

The fact that the "grey goose quill" was in smetjuest, save for the feathering of a shaft, ought,
indeed, to be placed as a set off against thisilzdlon. If men in those merry days rarely steejped
point in the inky fluid, we well know they often elg its feather in the heart's blood of their coglatr
foes.

And every arrow an ell long,
With peacock well y dyght.

Ascham notices the use of this feather, only tadeom it. "And certainly," says he, "at short butt,
which some are accustomed to, the peacock fedtiteraeldom keep up the shaft either straight or
level, it is so rough and heavy: so that men wheehiaken them up for their gay appearance, laid
them down again for the sake of utility." The exgmiens, "gainess and roughness " lead one to
conclude he means the beautiful eye of the peatakfeather. Yet, as it could never be applad t

an arrow, | suspect he had never seen one fledgkgeacock’s feathers, and entirely mistook the
kind used by fletchers. The Flemings still usewfiregs of that bird with great success. They ara of
fine reddish brown, but neither very rough, nonwvgay; and | prefer them to the goose featherdén t
reign of Edward Il. arrows thus winged were wortle @enny each, as appears by the following entry
in that prince's Wardrobe Account:--

Pro duodecim flechiis, cum pennis de pavore, erpptisege 12 den.

"For twelve arrows with peacock's feathers, pur@thfor the king, 12d.4°

Turkeys' wings are also in much request with thigiBa archers, either in the natural state, or dyed
scarlet, blue, green, or yellow. The tints are \&kijfully applied, and much enhance the beauty of
these feathers.

The natives of the Jesso Isles rear a speciesbbprey, called sima fokoro, for winging arrofv
and the Turkish city of Babadagy derives no tr§ladvantage from trading in eagles’ wings, as that
bird frequents a neighbouring mountain in vast neireb"The bow-makers throughout Turkey and
Tartary are all supplied from thence, although theg only the twelve tail feathers, which are
commonly sold for a Leonine. They are esteemedrgue all others for winging arrows, and a
skilful archer does not care to use any other.nifaa has several shafts in his quiver, with other
feathers, and but one among them fledged with gle'saquill, that one, remaining untouched, will ea

407 Cook's Voyages, vol. ii. p. 147.
408 Cross-bow arrows are so named. The word is defremdquarré square; in allusion to the form of the head.

409 A gentleman of Berkshire being asked counselasrgain burgess in the same shire, what he thought
expedient and worthy to be proposed in parliamerttis first taking his seat there, said, that iswamatter of
importance, the killing of so many goslings agrdan geasand that for special reasons; the first for that
force and mighte of England was consisting in sutihesty as bowes and arrowes, which required timeg of
well grown geas.MS. Common Place Book, belonging to the eldest 8Grorge Fox, the historian, A.D.
1635.

40 MS. Cott. Nero, C. viii.

41 Oriental Collections.
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all the rest to the wood**" This property certainly savours a little of tmarvellous; yet Saxo

Grammaticus, who belonged to a very different agkration, also ascribes a corrosive property to
the plumage of this

King of all that beat the air with wing&:

The term cock-feather is applied to the one stapdarpendicularly, when the arrow is properly
nocked upon the string. It was formerly, and atghesent time is, often black or grey, to distirsduii
from the rest.

Old English archers carried into the field a shadafventy-four barbed arrows, buckled within their

girdles. A portion of these, about six or eightyevionger, lighter, and winged with narrower feashe
than the rest. With these flight shafts, as theytarmed, they could do execution further than with

remaining heavy sheaf arrows. The advantages acali derivable from this superiority of range,
when directed by a skilful leader, have led to viergortant results, of which the reader has seen a
remarkable instance at the commencement of thik.wor

The ancient fletchers frequently sheared theirtstefmewhat convex, and round at the broad end,
nearest the nock. In almost every painting and piiave met with, on the subject of archery,
particularly in a very beautiful family portraihe size of life, representing a gentleman charbiag
arquebuse with a fire shaft, the wings are exaiftihis form. Ascham makes favourable mention of
the triangular fashion, and gives several ingenreasons why it should be adopted.

A few hints respecting the mode of setting on tmgortant part of the arrow will be prized by
archers. My ingenuity has been sadly taxed, atgjriterepair a favourite shaft when injured by
moths, a blow against the target stand, or othetimgency, and | invented all sorts of complicated,
perhaps some of them were ingenious, instrumemtsididing on the feather until the glue became
dry. However, after witnessing the process in tloekahop of a Brussels fletcher, my own laboured
contrivances, and its simplicity, formed an amusingtrast.

Split the quill down its stem, which must be cuttproper length, and pared until of the requisite
thickness, with a sharp and thin-bladed knife.ak fliece of iron is afterwards to be moderately
heated, over which the stem of the feather, saedtdressed, should be passed rapidly, till all its
inequalities being charred off it is rendered srhatd dry to receive the cement. For this, takelkequ
parts of isinglass and the best common glue, disddh brandy, which is of a proper consistency, if
when heated, it will barely drop from the pointao$lip of wood The stele of the arrow being ready
prepared, or, where only a single feather is tedien, after all the old glue has been removeld wit
sand paper or a fine rasp, you may commence opasaiDip a cloth in hot water; squeeze it, and lay
the feathers therein, until quite limp and softkdaut a single one, and with a morsel of woodappl
the glue, the heat of which will cause the featberurl round. Place theentreof this convexity upon
the centre of that part of the stele usually ocedny the feather, and if your glue be thick enguigh
will closely adhere there. Then, with finger andrttb, immediately press down and settle the
remainder straight and even. Arrange the othehéatin a similar manner, and lay your arrow tg dry
in a warm situation somewhere near the firesidedbunot attempt to shear it, until all is firm. thms,

as in every other manual operation, much depengsamtice; for a regular fletcher can wing many
arrows in a very short space of time; Mr. Waringihg the reputation of being able to finish a dozen
per minute. It is unnecessary to describe the pilesodern arrows. Our ancestors, even when
shooting for pastime, used them much heavier thradav One of their high-crested silver spoon
shouldered heads, to which Ascham alludes, prolmalthyeighed three of the present time. For
military purposes they were still larger, since Agincourt arrow is equal to even thrice that number
Specimens of ancient war heads are to be seenny cadlections: they generally weigh from half an
ounce to one ounce and a quarter, and measurefamibreadth, from barb to barb; it is worthy of
notice that the mark set upon government storessBauld be a "broad arrow," to which it has some

412 Demetrius Cantimir, p. 319. note.

“B3 Eagles' feathers joined to other feathers in qsivé arrows, &c. will devour them, especially geos
feathers."

- 197 -



resemblance. | am not aware of the existence obanient butt or roving piles; yet it is possiblels
may be found at Goodrich Court. Brown Willis's M&eount of the parish of Bletchléy, mentions

an' ancient cross on the village green, and twgeklutts or hillocks for the bowmen, which stood
near it. At their base--for this Goth dug them ddamnthe sake of their earth, when building histsea
of Waterhall, in 1711--were discovered many stesdva heads, which, being shot deep into the earth,
came off, and were never drawn out again.

Modern archers paint their arrows with the patt#fraome riband immediately above the feathering. |
have seen in the British Museum a small thick deode volume, pasted full of exquisite patterns of
this sort, once belonging to Miss Bankes, the dergsf Sir Joseph, and collected from the elder Mr.
Waring, about the year 1790. By the by, they prawvabsolute decay in the riband manufactory; since
nothing comparable to them could be purchasedegpitbsent day.

The American Indian warriors carefully mark eversosv of their quivers, whether designed for war
or the chase. As the amount of enemies slain dedidsr pretensions to military merit, each
combatant is thus enabled to ascertain with exasttiee number which has fallen victims to his
prowess; and in the chase, whilst the plain isastdewith the carcasses of bisons and moose deer,
disputes about the possession of any particulaepé&game are avoided, because each takes quiet
possession of the animals transfixed by the arreavibg his own mark.

The barbed arrow is a truly inhuman weapon; and feahngly the torture it inflicts has been alluded
to by some of the older writers: the effects of eden thousand alighting among a large body of
cavalry, is painted with no fancied exaggeratignpbr poet Drayton:--

Upon the horses, as in chase they fly,

Arrows so thick in such abundance light,

That their broad buttocks men like butts might see,
Whereat, for pastime, bowmen shooting be.

Again, he compares the anguish inflicted upon tipese animals to the stings of envenomed insects.
415

“4Bodleian Library.

“1>To the honour of the English be it spoken, they ndike the Spaniards, resorted to the hateful diqre of
using poisoned arrows. Yet, as some informatioth@nsubject may be acceptable to the reader] ingiért a
description of the mode of preparing those deadlgpons, common to the red warriors of Guiana amek ot
portions of the South American continent.

When the Indian intends to chase the paccari, is@rfine deer, or rouse the tapir from his marstrgag he
carries his bows and arrows instead of the blove-pip

The bow, which is generally about six or seven lieayg, is strung with a cord spun from the silk gtaghe
forests of Guiana furnish many species of hardytipand elastic wood, out of which beautiful andetbent
bows are formed.

The arrows are from four to five feet in length, mad a yellow reed, without a knot or joint, whishfound in
great plenty up and down through out Guiana A pegdeard wood, about nine inches long, is inseiriéal the
end of the reed, and fastened with cotton well wWiaXesquare hole, an inch deep, is then made ienkeof this
piece of hard wood, done tight round with cottokéep it from splitting. Into this the Indian intea spike of
poisoned coucourite wood, which may be kept thetal®n out at pleasure. A joint of bamboo, abauthick
as your finger, is fitted over the poisoned sptkeyrevent accidents, and defend it from the rai, is taken off
when the arrow is about to be used. Lastly, twdhieratare fastened on the other end of the reddadysit in
its flight. Besides his bow and arrows, the Indiarries a little box, made of bamboo, which hold®aen or
fifteen poisoned spikes, six inches long, and peghan the following manner:--A small piece of waooaving
been dipped in the poison, with this they givedpike a first coat, and expose it to the sun er fivhen dry, it
receives another coat, and a second drying; tileinda and some times even a fourth, taking grese¢ to put
the poison on thicker at the middle than at thesithy which means the spike retains the shapévod-adged
sword. It being rather a tedious operation to maie of these arrows complete, and the Indian nogldamed
for industry, except when pressed by hunger, hénthagon a plan for preserving his arrrows whielserves
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And in their flanks like cruel hornets hung.

The Lord de Joinville dwells with much enthusiaspon the impetuous velour displayed by the
French monarch in his encounters with the Sarag@m&ne occasion, news was brought him that his
brother lay in the greatest peril. Nothing coul@dk his ardour. He would wait for no one, but
striking spurs into his horse, galloped into thelshiof the battle. He suffered many hard blows; and
the enemy shot barbed arrows at him, until theyeoed his horse's rump and tail with Greek fires.

In another passage, he affords a curious illustnadf the prodigious quantity of these missiles
expended in a single engagement. " The Saraceosougly attacking the Templars, defeated them in
a short time. It is certain that, in the rear & @hristians, there was about an acre of ground so
covered with bolts, darts, and arrows, that youdoot see the earth beneath them, such showers had
been discharged against the Templars by the Saxatha commander of our battalion had lost an

eye in the preceding battle of Shrove Tuesday thistime he received an arrow shot in the othed, an
was slain: God have mercy on his sodtf'

When Zisca lay encamped before the town of Rubipbde out to view a portion of the works where
he intended an assault. Being observed by thedesian arrow shot from the wall struck him in the
eye. The wound proving exceedingly dangerous, ity aurgeons proposed his being carried to
Prague, where the arrow was extracted; but beirfgebdait tore out the eye along with it.

notice. About a quarter of an inch above the paetne the coucourite spike is fixed into the squmare, he cuts
it half through; and thus, when it has enterecathienal, the weight causing the arrow to breakloéfe, it falls
uninjured to the ground, so that should he havether arrow with him, and a second shot immediatelyur,
he has only to take another poisoned spike outeofittle bamboo box, fit it on his arrow, and sétni its
destination. Thus armed with deadly poison, and huag the hyena, he ranges through the foresyjestopf
the wild beasts' track. No hound can act a sunar Yathout clothes to fetter him, or shoes to bimsl feet, he
the footsteps of the game, where an European ayd oot discern the smallest vestige. He pursugssatigh
all its turnings and windings with astonishing gserance, and success generally crowns his effidres.
animal, after receiving the poisoned arrow, seldetreats two hundred paces before it drops.

The Indian's of the settlement of Macoushia seedepend more on the wourali poison for killing thgéime
than any thing else. Their blowpipes hung from tief of the hut, carefully suspended by a silk gass; and
on taking a nearer view of them, no dust seemdxhve settled there, nor had the spider spun théesthaeb
on them, which showed they were in constant use.dtiivers were close by them, with the jaw-bontneffish
pirai, tied by a string to their brim, and a smwiltker basket of wild cotton, which hung down te ttentre:
they were nearly full of poisoned arrows. It washwdifficulty these Indians could be persuadedad with any
of the wourali poison, though a good price wasreffiefor it. They gave us to understand it was povather shot
to them, and very difficult to be procured.

In passing over land from Essequibo to the Demevegdell in with a herd of wild hogs. Though encuerdxd
with baggage, and fatigued with a hard day's walk)ndian got his bow ready, and let fly a poigbagow at
one of them. It entered the cheek-bone and brak&@é wild hog was found dead about one hundred an
seventy paces from the place where he had beenastibafforded us an excellent and wholesome supper

One day, while we were eating a red monkey, errosigecalled the baboon in Demerara, an Arowackandi
told an affecting story of what happened to a cal@ref his. He was present at his death. As it didmterest

this Indian in any point to tell a falsehood, ivery probable his account is a true one. If seretappears no

certain antidote for the wourali poison, or at tees antidote that could be resorted to in a cAsegent need;
for the Indian gave up all thoughts of life as sasrhe was wounded.

The hunter just alluded to, said that, about foaryeago, whilst he and his companion were rangdiaddrest in
quest of game, the latter discharged a poisonedvat a red monkey in a tree above him. It wasinear
perpendicular shot. The arrow missed the monkeayjmits descent struck his arm, a little abovedt®w. He
was convinced it was all over with him. 'l shalveg' said he in a faltering voice, and lookingpistbow, as he
uttered the words, ' | shall never bend this boairagAnd with that; he took off his little bambgpoison box,
which hung across his shoulder, and putting ithwits bow and arrows, on the ground, laid himselfid close
by them. bade his companion farewell, and nevekespore."--Waterton's Wanderings in South America

418 Joinville, vol. ii. page 152
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Whilst leading a furious charge against the enetntlgeahead of his Saxon billmen, our English King
Harold fell among heaps of slain, pierced to therbby two Norman shafts; and his gallant brethren,
fighting valiantly in front of their respective lvalions, shared the same fate. With day dawn on the
morrow, some monks of Waltham, (a religious essablment founded by the sons of Godwin,) were
seen slowly pacing over the field of slaughter,daodg the conqueror's tent. Entering, they bent
humbly before this stern soldier, presented hinmtanks of gold, and obtained leave to search for,
and carry away to decent burial, the corpse of thenefactor. They withdrew; and, hurrying to the
spot where death seemed to have been busiest,redthie heap of bodies one after the other, but in
vain, the trampling of the iron heels of horses amah, together with the wounds of which he died,
had so disfigured the king's person, that theydaib recognise him. Despairing to succeed in éurth
search, alone, they applied to a female callechEditetically named, in Saxon, Swanes Hals, or
Swan's Neck, once beloved by Harold, and entrdagetb assist them. She joined in the melancholy
procession; and by the instinct of affection waslang in discovering the remains of him to whom
she was devoted even in death.

Even the unbarbed arrow has been found to inflaiwds far more painful and difficult to heal than
the stroke of a musket ball. Whilst Mariner resig¢the Tonga islands, he frequently accompanied
their warriors on hostile expeditions against the@unding insular tribes. In one of these affdies,
received an arrow in his foot, which passed thraighbroadest part. Luckily it was not a bearded
arrow; but the wound, nevertheless, proved a vadydne, and he was disabled by it for several
months. On another occasion, the follower of afaened Timon had made himself a sort of breast-
plate of an earthen strainer, such as is placdtediottom of dishes when fish appears at table. Th
man had procured this unique piece of armour atdpPrince; but unluckily it happened that an
arrow pierced him directly through the hole whislcommonly in the middle of such utensils. This
wound laid him up eight months, and he was neuvenaérds, in Mariner's time, able to hold himself
perfectly erect?’

That jolly Dominican, Fray Juan de Gallegos, whooaepanied Hernando de Soto in his expedition to
the Floridas, was rather more fortunate, althougltatmour was of a nature still more extraordinary
than that of the poor South Sea islander. In a sanguinary battle, which took place between the
Indians of Florida and their Spanish invaders, rlgenan named Baltazer de Gallegos greatly
distinguished himself; for he was ever foremoghim hottest of the melee, and fought on foot. The
peril to which he thus became exposed was anxialsgrved by his brother, the portly friar just
alluded to. Our ghostly father, therefore, roddHan his sacerdotal habit, with the intention of
resigning his ambling palfrey to the soldier; mftuenced by that wholesome maxim, which terms
discretion the better part of velour, he kept hifnsarily on the outskirts of the field. There hainly
continued hallooing and making the most energdgicats; for Gallegos, who loved glory as a
passion, resolutely maintained his rank, and reftise proferred steed. In the mean time, his ek
gesticulations were observed by an Indian, whogimag him to be one of the Spanish generals
encouraging his men, let fly an arrow, which strtlek fat monk just between his brawny shoulders.
The wound proved trivial, because he wore a dohbtel with a large hat of felt, which being secured
by a string, had fallen backwards, and hung likhiald upon his back. It was, however, enough; and
the wandering savage saw the man, whom he lookew apthe bulwark of the Christian army, turn
his bridle, and make an inglorious, hasty retredhé direction of the Spanish camp.

The Inca Garcilasco de Vega, in his amusing histbifernando de Soto's expedition against the
Floridans, relates a singular instance of suicielpgtrated by means of a barbed arrow.

Orders had been issued by the Spanish generallubatde Anasco, with thirty of his comrades,
should descend along the banks of the river Cofiyciq a spot at some distance from the native
villages, where it was expected the princess otthmtry lay concealed, whom they were
commissioned to bring with all gentleness to thmgaAnasco accordingly set out with his
companions, taking with them an Indian youth ohhignk, whom the queen-mother had appointed
for their guide. This Indian, who was accompanigdéveral domestics, had been ordered to press

“7\ol. i. page 96.
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onwards when he arrived near their de stinatiore gotice of the Spaniards' approach, and conjure
his mistress, in the name of her daughter andntihitants generally, to set out for the camp where
preparations had been made for giving her an hatdeireception, and where she would be received
with affectionate joy. The lady of Cofaciqui hadsdatched this young noble, because, having been
brought up by her mother, he was tenderly belowelds, and on which account, she imagined she
might more favourably entertain the Spaniards’ estjibesides, he possessed all those external
advantages which are calculated for materiallystisgj the success of such a design, since to an
address at once noble and prepossessing, he attafedstature, and handsome countenance. His step
was light and active, like the rest of his counteymhis head was gaily adorned with a majestic plum
of different coloured feathers; a beautiful matfieleer skin hung from his shoulders; he carried in
his hand a glittering painted bow, and a quivéedilwith arrows was suspended at his back. Thus,
with a gallant bearing, worthy of his distinguishedk, this young Indian preceded the Spaniards,
every word and look expressive of the gratificatienderived from being instrumental in promoting
their desires. When Anasco and his associatesouadgyed about three leagues, they halted beneath
the shelter of a large tree, to repose themselmgsgithe noontide heat. Then it happened, that the
young chieftain, who was seated in the centre @biind, which he had been hitherto delighting with
descriptions of his native province and the susnrdbng districts, suddenly became moody and
thoughtful, and at length falling into a deep rezeleaned his head disconsolately on his shoulder,
and uttered loud and repeated sighs. Every oneeatbliis dejection, but from a fear of increasing it
they forbore to inquire the cause. At length hghsibecame interrupted for a short period, during
which he unslung his quiver, and drew forth, orteradinother, nearly the whole of its contents. €hes
arrows were singularly remarkable for the beautthefr workmanship, and tile Spaniards passed
them successively- from hand to hand around thepgneointing out to each other the exquisite
delicacy of their form, for a Floridan of rank gtlgeprides himself on the perfection of this kinfd o
arm. As the reader, also, will doubtless derivestadttion from knowing how they are made, | will as
briefly as possible describe those carried byybisng Indian noble. They were formed of reeds,
winged with the feathers of birds of the most gapliynage, each arrow having something peculiar in
its construction, which distinguished it from tlest. Some were headed with deer's horn, or the
pointed bone of a fish; others with palm wood, fidhg pointed and indented at the sides with an
elegance and uniformity, which our best artiststeel could hardly hope to rival. Whilst the
Spaniards were thus busily employed, the Indiat¢hwag an opportunity when he fancied himself to
be unobserved, gently drew out of the quiver aovaitreaded with flint, long, and resembling a
dagger blade, and stabbed himself desperatelyeithtbat. He immediately fell dead; when his
friends, astonished at the catastrophe, and shabkéthey were unable to prevent it, called togeth
the native attendants, eagerly inquiring what meotiguld have hurried their master to this act of
desperation.With tearful eyes they answered hadkattoyed himself from a fear that his errand, and
above all the services he was rendering the Canistiwould draw upon him the displeasure of her
who had been the guide and protectress of his ydud, as she had not come when first requested,
they believed her to be offended; and their younigftain, doubtless, considered the course he was
pursuing, an unbefitting return for the care bestwpon his nurture, and the love she had
vouchsafed him. The poor attached slaves addetda fladlure in his mission would, on the other
hand, draw upon him the displeasure of the youpgecess, and thus harassed between love towards
one and duty to the other, he had chosen to diaedsest proof of his loyalty and devotion to both

The book of "Messire Ambroise Paré, Concilleur etrfer Chirurgeon du Roy Frances I.," who
followed the armies of that monarch, treats exiasigiof the wounds peculiar to military men,
especially those inflicted by arrows. In order thistprofessional brethren might more fully
comprehend the method of cure, the precautions tdbpted, the incisions they might venture upon,
and the use of the necessary instruments, he hasated these, as well as many different kinds of
arrows in use in his time, and particularly thenfaf their heads' on a proper acquaintance with
which, the cure of such rounds much depended. Thexerting himself to promote a knowledge of
surgery, he also performed unconsciously a venyasigervice to the antiquariai® Among the

“18 He was a Huguenot, or Protestant, and, with onerdndividual, alone escaped the dreadful massafcse.
Bartholomew, of which he was an eyewitness. He telthat he was called in to dress the woundgafiral
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arrows he has introduced, | remark several wherstibie*® into the head, while in others the head is

inserted into the stele; so that in either caseptiint remained behind in the flesh and renddred t
wound extremely dangerous. He does not pretent/éotige forms of every arrow used in his age, but
of those only which he himself had at various tiragacted. Pare thus describes his mode of
removing an arrow from fleshy parts of the body:--

"Si le fer estoit barblé ainsi, qui souvent estfléshes Angloise®t estoit a I'endroit d'un 0s, ou inséré
dedans, ce qui souvent advient au profond des paidel la cuisse, des bras, des jambes, ou d'autres
parties des-quelles y auroit grande distance nerg convient pousser, mais plustét dilater lggla

en évitant les nerfs et grands vaisseaux, ainsfajule bon et expert chirurgien anatomique. Aussi
faut appliquer un dilatatoire, cavé en sa partiériaure, et faire en sorte, que I'on puisse pestetr

deux ailes du fer, puis avec le bec de Grlie le fermne, et firer les trots ensemble.”

It would appear that arrows having their headsq@ud were used by certain European nations of the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries; for Paré erleegely into the mode of extracting the venom from
wounds arising therefrom. In my dissertation ondtass-bow, | have stated that the Spaniards
frequently shot at game with poisoned quarrils, #redgeneral sanguinary character of that people
leads us to suspect they availed themselves cfaime deadly expedient in the battlefield. Such
wounds, says Pare, are to be detected by theagrdgioignant agony they cause to the patient,
exactly as if he were stung by a swarm of beesedemmends deep and immediate sacrification of
the part, and that it should be carefully suckea@Iperson, holding in his mouth a small quantity of
sweet oil, to attract and dilute the venom, andi¢pgiarticularly cautious that he has himself neulc

on the gums or lips to be injured thereby.

One John Morstede appears to have been our suggeamnal in the reign of Henry V., who authorised
him to press into the army, as many of his bretlawere considered necessary for the expedition
against Francé? Yet one only, the same John Morstede landed thedthough he afterwards
selected fifteen assistants, three of them sersedchers under Sir Thomas Erpingham at Agincourt
instead of dressing the wounded! Probably all diitary duty of some kind, and consequently were
in like manner exposed to a soldier's fate. Thended, therefore, had no assistance beyond nature
and their own exertions. On the English side, theye certainly few; while those of the enemy, as we
learn from the details of the battle, perished wiiththe slightest efforts being made for theiralef**

So much for the ancient treatment of arrow-wourmdegived in the field of Mars. Instances of their
voluntary infliction in that of Venus, the readeaynglean from "Lady Mary Wortley Montague's”
amusing gossip. She informs us that Turkish loveaaifest

The pangs they endure for the fair,

Coligny, after the first unsuccessful attempt tseasinate that great and virtuous individual orstree
memorable occasion. He also gives a very virtunteseésting narrative of his campaigning adventdres)
which it appears that he underwent much sufferimdj@ersonal inconvenience, and was unable to cahim
practice wholly within professional bounds. Spegkiria " Sergeant of Chastellat,” one of his pasiehne says,
"l performed towards him the office of physicianrgeon, apothecary, and cook," dressing his diagavell as
his wounds until the time that he was completeledu” Le Dieu le guerisse toujours," adds the aipao that
we may infer his patient's gratitude, for thesaiaudlated benefits, did not evaporate with the caugdech had
elicited them; a source of complaint very famitiatthe medical experience of modern times. Ourositsi
respecting the amount of remuneration given togagibnal men in the sixteenth century, is aftera/grdtified
by the following statement:--" The men at arms #igacto Messire de Rohan's company gave me eadwa,cr
and the archers half-a-crown." He then adds, digst to God that three different times | was anghint of
being starved to death, not from any want of mobey because we could obtain no provisions, exogorce;
the base peasants having deserted their farmsaked refuge, with all their cattle and effectscastles or
walled towns, as if we were church robbers, or sbmg worse."

419 Stele--the wooden shaft of an arrow.
420 5jr N. H. Nicholas.
421 pid.
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by enacting Cupid in their own persons, and piesgil barbed arrows, present themselves torn and
bleeding before their inexorable mistresses. Antbegsavage tribes of North and South America,
these weapons are used to preserve life as wildestroy it. After Lionel Wafer quitted the
buccaneering vessel to which he had acted as surgeavas detained captive, somewhere about the
Isthmus of Darien, by an Indian chief named Lacetso happened that Lacenta's wife, a woman of
great beauty, being taken ill, they wished to bleed an operation there performed by seating the
patient upon a large stone in the middle of sonal@lr stream, and with a small bow shooting little
arrows up and down her body, not missing any . arrows being gagged, did not penetrate
further than we usually thrust our lancets; andmwte operators chanced to hit a vein, so that the
blood spirted out ever so little, the Indians lehpad skipped about, making many antic gestures of
triumph. Wafer, who witnessed this exhibition oingitive phlebotomy, now told Lacenta that he
would show him a method far less tormenting tol#loly. "Let me see," quoth the great man. Our
Englishman accordingly bound up her arm with stapbark, and drawing forth his case of lancets
which he had preserved, instantly breathed a Bihthe attempt had nearly cost him his life, for
when the chief saw a stream of blood, which befarae only drop by drop, following the wound of
the polished and formidable-looking steel, he sthtp, and laying hold of a lance, swore by his
"tooth, that if, she did otherwise than well, heukbhave his heart's blood." The squaw recovered
health, and Wafer liberty, as the recompense ao$lils | observe the following entry in a catal@gu

of the museum at Don Saltero's coffee-house, & mhentertainment well known to the visitors of
Chelsea during the past age:--

"Indian arrows for bleeding; Glass Case, No. 11."
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ROVING, OR RURAL ARCHERY.

Lingua riseth in her sleep

Common SenseéHow 's this ? is she asleep ? have you seen &lértthws before ?

Memory.lt is a very common thing. | have seen many diekperipatetic disease.

AnamnestesBy the same token, my lord, | knew one that werttaal in his sleep,

bent his bow, shot at a magpie, killed her, fetdhiscarrow, came home, locked the doors, and went t
bed again.

Common SenséVhat should be the reason of it ?

Lingua, or a Combat of the Tongue. 1658.

THE author of the comedy probably witnessed thgeaaf somnambulism, certainly a very
extraordinary instance obving.

Though constant practice at unvarying marks maplengu to exhibit advantageously on a prize

day, it never makes a scientific bowman. So, bigelilt attendance at Batterseafields and Chalk Farm,
with the consumption of a proportionate quantitaofmunition, a man acquires the reputation of a
first-rate shot, among persons knowing little & thatter. He is so at the pigeon trap, when awfare o
the precise moment at which the game will sprimgt you may then securely back his gun for ten
shots out of twelve. Beware, however, how you dordeen he attempts to range the open country in
search of wild game.

Thus it is with the archer. He must not contentdgthsimply to "read my book," and frequent the
target-ground only. Let him labour from "morn tiéwy eve," out of the target-ground, in acquiring a
facility of deciding at a glance upon the relatiiistances of different objects. The trunk of some
distant oak, a hillock, or a thorn-bush, barelyhivitthe range of his lightest flight-shaft; withetmole
hill and the thistle top, distant, on the contrangly a score of paces, must alternately be theatdpf
his aim. Birds and rabbits afford a delightful dyiin these rustic rambles. Rooks, when they
congregate in numbers upon the tall ancestral adgkish shelter the

Ancient homes of England,

afford pleasant sport. Whether my archer choosés to wait for the ramify gentlemen, winging thei
way homewards from the broad fallows, or dispatd¢hegeathered deaths towards the branctférs
perched upon the topmost boughs, a bolt is his welpon. The Flemings use such for popinjay
shooting; and the best | ever had were purchasedtand***

Reader, in thy lone piscatory rambles, by the ravlaygin of the Doithéd?* or the vast stretches of
gravel which border the glittering streams of Wyast thou ever encountered a heron? His maw shall
hold more trout, and of the best, in one mornifiglEing, than occupies thy basket in three. How
gladly in such a moment would Chevalier be exchdrigeWaring; thy angling rod for yew and bird
bolt. Mark, how like a fragment of the grey rockdmpears, whilst standing with his spindle shanks
half concealed in the rippling current. As to head neck, they match his lower extremities welt, bu
you can't see them; they, as well as his long sbeaf, being almost buried in the plumage of his
breast, ready to pounce down upon the scaly pregrell he has him; a lamprey. In vain the slimy
little monster writhes his supple body round thegshthat holds his like a pincers, until, with algh

and a gobble, he is sent to join his fellows irt tte@pacious maw; but now he hops ashore, meditative
of flight That's your time, if you have a bow; bt I'll show you how to use one on some other
opportunity. Don't be hasty, treat him like a spovan; fair law, forty yards at least. Wait till higvell
balanced upon his long flagging wings; draw thepaor ear, and bringing eyes and mind to bear
simultaneously on that dark feathered spot, cleseath his pinion, loose sharply The world hasanot

422 Young rooks.
42 See French Archery.

424 Carmarthenshire; an excellent fly-fishing stre#mat flows not far from Tom Shawn Catti's Cave.
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fairer mark; and, unless you are a bungler, bath &ind fowl shall furnish out your supper; thetfirs
will eat as well from master heron's craw, as fy@uar own basket; and the plumed poacher himself is
not only eatable, but a rare delicaExperto crede me Roberto.

The blunt-headed bolt, herein-before described,beilhardly sufficient to bring down so large adbir
Barbed and double-headed arrows were once usbis aport. "In shooting at birds upon houses,
trees, or butts, with the longbow or arc a jdlfat says the author of La Maison Rustiqgtfét "the
sportsman should be furnished with a peculiar dgtson of arrow. For geese or other large birds,
they should be double-forked, sharp, and strongut@ wing or a neck clean off. The blow from a
common shatft rarely inflicts a wound sufficientliong down the game at once: notwithstanding she
be hurt or shot through, she will fly off and diednother place:' Nor does even the barbed arrow
constantly prove effectual, where a bird is covexéti very thick and strong plumage; for Martyn, in
his "Account of the Scottish Western Isles," mamithat the steward of St. Kilda had found an
arrow, besides other strange items in a Solan gooest; the former doubtless had fallen from her
wounded body: and | recollect, some few years agticing an account of a stork being shot in
Germany, with a barbed shaft sticking in its boéiysmall portion of the stele, which was of jointed
cane, remained attached to the head, whence ipr@asunced, by a competent judge, to be one of
those used by the natives of Interior Africa, whidse bird must have received its hurt.

The chase of rabbits with the longbow is also gt#ll species of roving. Of course, certain
situations are better adapted to this kind of shgdhan others; for, unlike the sportsman withua,g
our archer, ere he makes a shot, must reflect whéib missile may be lost or injured by*ft.

All the world has probably seen or heard of Britkerry, a magnificent sea-view near Swansea, on
the shores of Glamorganshire. The road thenceet&dinry passes over about four miles of beautiful
velvet turf, called the "Burrows;" and althoughg¥ags of yellow blossoming gorse are scattered here
and there, in general, it is a plain, bare andllase bowling green. Thousands of rabbits inhist
charming spot; and a better situation for an artahacquire dexterity | do not believe exists. Il w
greatly enhance the pleasure of this sport, iftteher provide himself with a brace of dwarf spkmie
or beagles of the smallest size, which must bedsr@specially to the bow, just as a falconer trains
the setter for his peculiar sport. In a very shione, these dogs will recognise, and testify ashmuc
pleasure on seeing the apparatus of archery, pstmemonly do at the sight of a gun.

When brought to hunt within twenty or thirty yarafsthe archer's feet, they may be considered
sufficiently under command. If a rabbit gets up amak in direct line from the shooter, he should ai
somewhat before its head: the same allowance lgolod for a cross shot; but for all this | canngt la
down any precise rules, because the distance yadesrding to the power of the bow, which, for
flying or running shots, should be rather belowsheoter's strength; as is set forth in the Book of
King Modus. Let not the thoroughbred sportsmanntaiteany qualms about indulging in my French
style of hunting. Our most ancient game laws exgygsermitted the hare or the roebuck to be killed
by an arrow, even whilst the hounds were in fujl cr

Perhaps the suggestions here thrown out will apgesanovelties in the practice of modern archery;
so much the better. But, in sober truth, they ageaty drafts on the "wisdom of our forefathershgy
knew by experiment that a correct knowledge ofadlise, so essential to the military archer, was only
to be acquired by this desultory mode of shootamgl wisely made laws to discourage that at ordinary
butts or targets.

With the exception of the poorest classes, eveglifimman provided himself with a couple of bows.
One of these served him in war, the other, weaksterttler, was used for field sports. "Bring hither
my birding bow," exclaims either Master Ford or kéag-enton, | forget which, when preparing for

425 Stone bow,
% iebault, A. D. 1620.
427 See Shakspeare, at page 79, 80. of this work.
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some rural excursion®® A Sloane MS?°, asserts that “ille sicarius famosus, RobertusdHoo

became an exile to avoid the consequences ofgidliking's forester, who had insulted him. " One of
his first exploits was the going abroad and beawiitg him a bowe of exceeding strength. It fortuned
that he got in company with certayne rangers ordmmen, who fell to quarrel with him, as making
show to use such a bowe as no man was able towsfitbat. Whereto Robin replied, he had two better
at Lockesley, only he bare that with him now, dsraling bowe," &c. &c.

The fragment of a romance called Wylliam and theweéf “*°, written towards the close of the
fourteenth century, speaks of killing game with libveg bow.

A bow, also, the bold baiffi* got him that time,

And so to shoot under the straws, sharplie he legrne
That birdes and small beastes with his bow he guell
So plenteously in his play, that soothlie to tell,

When he went home each night with his drove of kine
He came himself charged with coneys and hares,
With pheasants and fieldfares, and other fowls grea
That the hind and his wife, and all his whole meyne
The bold bairn with his bowe at that time fed.

But of all modes of roving with which | am familiamone are entitled to compete with the scientific
rat shooting exploits of a Tonga island chief; bwill first describe another of their rural sports
connected with archery, in which considerable ingggris displayed.

There is a particular kind of bird bred in the $o8ta Islands, termed "Calai," a word signifying
trained for sport.These are forbidden to all except the king andfshif high distinction; indeed, the
expense and trouble of keeping and training thengers the amusement of Fauna Calai beyond the
means of ordinary men. Like our European falcoa,Galai is considered a present worthy the
acceptance of a prince; and, as was usual alserisuperior hawking establishments, one man is
solely occupied in taking care of a single paibiofils. They teach them to utter a peculiar kindadf,

by which the wild ones of the same species aracéd within bowshot, where the sportsman has
concealed himself within a large wicker cage disgdiwith green branches. On the roof of this cage,
the male Calai is secured by his leg, and the lsenpies a smaller receptacle hard by. No sooner do
the decoy birds commence their treacherous manegutitan numbers of the wild species, male and
female, flock towards them. Whilst these are haxgm the air, or sit perched on the branches of
surrounding trees, the sportsman has ample leisuransfix them with his arrows.

This and what follows are solitary instances oharg being used merely as a pastime, by any people
essentially barbarous. The care in most casessiggjtor providing their daily sustenance, with its
attendant fatigue, leave these children of theeawildss neither leisure nor inclination to exerttsdr
skill unproductively. The advantages of soil arichelte possessed by the South Sea islanders may
account for their forming an exception to a ruleggsoeral; but let me no longer detain the reaaen fr
his interview with our accomplished rat shootetse§e vermin of the Antipodes are smaller than the
European rat, being somewhat between that and aanand, subsisting chiefly on vegetable
substances, such as sugar- cane and bread-feudiceounted good food by the poorer class of
natives. The privilege of indulging in the gamdaiina gooma, or shooting them, belongs to their
chiefs, mataboots, and mooas. All unqualified pesstherefore, who venture to trespass on the rat
preserves of these dignitaries, are consideredhgoscand punished with even more severity than
falls to the lot of the same class of audaciousamnders in England.

| will now endeavour to enlighten my readers retipgahe laws and regulations of fauna gooma. It
will be seen that no more elaborate and arbitragsavere ever promulgated for the use and behoof of

28 Merry Wives of Windsor.

2 No. 1715.

430 preserved in the library of King's College, Cardge.
431 Child.
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the frequenters of the Finsbury roving marks, msthpains-taking individuals Messrs. Shotterel and
D'Urfey.

When a party of chiefs signify it is their pleastwego ratshooting, the attendants incontinentlsybu
themselves in the preparation of a supply of r@hsteoa nut. The scene of action is the high road,
and when these bait distributors have ascertairied ground the archers intend sporting over, they
walk slowly along, chewing the roasted nut veryeln and spitting, or rather blowing some fragments
with considerable force on the road as they prac€kd skill of the bait men consists in scattertimg
particles sufficiently thick to attract the attemtiof the rat, and in pieces small enough to temmptto
stop and eat, instead of seizing and racing dfisdole with the prize. Should this novel hunting
ground be intersected by cross-ways, a reed i& sfoigght, just where the latter unite with the mai
road, as a taboo, or mark of prohibition, warnitigpassengers to avoid the baited road, that ttse ra
may not be driven off; and by a tacit understandinmpng these people, none will violate thleoa A
petty chief or man of the lower orders, would dasthe peril of his life, and even when a chiefref
highest dignity becomes aware of this prohibitio@ halts and remains quietly at some distance, out
of respect and politeness to his peers.

Being arrived at the appointed termination of thedrours, the attendants sit down to prepare cave o
refreshments, orders having been previously issu#te names of the chiefs, that a supply of pork,
fowls, yams, and ripe plaintains, should be semnfthe neighbouring plantations. In the mean time,
we are to suppose the princely rat shooters to barenenced the work of slaughter; for having
divided themselves into two parties, they set gffipped with their bows and arrows, about ten
minutes after the boohi or distributors of baiteytdo not separate, however, but proceed in Indian
file **2, along the middle of the road. The most illusts@hief goes foremost; behind him comes an

antagonist, then follows one of his own party, aawn alternately.

And now for the rules of the game. As soon as @acher has made his shot, hit or miss, he changes
place with the man behind him. Thus all the shaotentinually vary their position in the rank; the
first being sometimes last, and the last firsa thtshowssome distance in advance of the whole
party, no one may shoot except he who then happdresthe leader; but as regards those which get
up either behind or abreast of any individual bownthere is no restriction. Though rats form the
chief object of their pursuit, the archer is ndtrieted to any particular mark, so that it bevanly

one; should he espy a bird fairly within rangentey shoot; if the arrow kill it he reckons one, and
changes place with the man behind him. Occasiortalkgy halt to perform a squeaking concert, in
imitation of the noise uttered by the animal theg ia chase of. Practice has rendered their old$ian
marvellously expert at this; they actually temp thts out of the bushes, and whilst seated upoight
their haunches in the act of listening, the hutrarsfixes them to the earth.

Ten's the game; and the party first triumphantlileiting that number of long tails, carries off the
prize.

On passing each taboo the reed is pulled up, thahnecessary hinderance may be given to
passengers; and when they arrive where the attendame made ready their repast, the jovial rat
shooters cast themselves on the green turf, shatloywveome umbrageous plaintain tree. There, with
bows and arrows beside them, they "taste the deoddds provide," with all the hilarity of a kndt o
English sportsmen, reposing about noon on a wapte8der day.

They usually bait the roads for about a quartex ofile; and should there be abundance of rats, they
often agree to play three or four successive gameaghich case, the boohi are sent forwards towene
their former occupation. The war arrows used byniig/es of the Tonga islands, measure a cloth
yard only. Those appropriated to the game of fayjomna are nearly six feet long. Their great length
appears to assist the steadiness of their fligitt,ji@advantageous in taking aim through a thichbu
they have no feathers, and are headed with a epbfhironwood. Each bowman carries a pair of
arrows only, for no sooner has one been dischatbad,it is immediately fetched by the attendaints.
have a bundle of these rat arrows by me; and thedsiginally belonging to them is also longer than

432 A single line.
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that borne in battle, being of the same dimensashe arrow. Four feet and a half is the ordiisag
of the war bow. Nor are they nearly so difficulitend, as ought ever to be the case, where this

weapon is used for the purpose of killing very drgaime.

433

It only remains for me to notice one other exercisenected with rural archery. | allude to the
popinjay, a game familiar to the ancients, and fogha division of the funereal sports described by

Homer and Virgil.

Those who in skilful archery contend,

He next invites the twanging bow to bend.

The mast which late a first-rate galley bore

The hero fixes on the sandy shore;

To the tall top, a milk-white dove they tie,

The trembling mark at which their arrows fly.

Whose weapon strikes yon trembling bird,
shall bear

These two edged axes, terrible in war;

The single, he whose shaft divides the chord.

He said: experienced Merion took the word

And skilful Teucer: in the helm they threw

The lots inscribed, and forth the latter flew.

Swift from the string the sounding arrow flies,

But flies unblest: no grateful sacrifice,

No firstling lambs, unheedful didst thou vow

To Phoebus, patron of the shaft and bow.

For this, thy well aim'd arrow turn'd aside,

Err'd from the dove, yet cut the chord that ty'd;

Adown the mainmast fell the parting string,

And the free bird to Heaven displays her wing.
Seas, shores, and skies with loud applause resound,
And Merion, eager, meditates tile wound;

He takes the bow, directs the shaft above,

And follows with his eye the soaring dove,
Implores the god to speed it through the skies,
With vows of firstling lambs and grateful sacrifice
The dove in airy circles as she wheels,

Amid the clouds the piercing arrow feels,

Quite through and through the point its passage
found,

And at his feet fell bloody to the ground.

The wounded bird, ere yet she breathed her last,
With flagging wings alighted on the mast,

A moment hung, and spread her pinions there,
Then sudden drops, and left her life in air.

lliad

"The mast which late a first-rate galley bore" vl unnecessary. Some lofty elm in tile centre of a
large grass field, or growing isolated in a parkl answer better. You need only employ the best
climber of the village, and every parish boastsedero of this description, to ascend as high as is
practicable, dragging after him a straight poleldtsix yards in length. Let him take a hammer and
nails in his pocket to secure it to some boughropprtionate thickness; the popinjay itself beifig o
course previously attached to its extremity. A waodhird, small flag, or ox bladder stuffed with

wool, will serve for this purpose.

The ingenious archer who wishes to vary his shgammuch as possible, may carry up his mark by
means of a common paper kite. The advantage ofagontrivance is, that it can be elevated or

depressed at pleasure.

The popinjay game was practiced in London durirgléist century, by a party which met at Mr.

Anderson's shooting ground, near Highgate.

The sport usually began by shooting at the Fletbiahon, or square target, the face of which is
divided into fifty small squares, each marked a¢aak or prize, the latter progressively increasimng

value from one to twenty-six.

At the meeting in September, 1792, which consisfguhrties of the Toxophilites, Robin Hood's
Bowmen, and Woodmen of Arden, the shooting lagdtegkthours, when J. Palmer, Esq. of the
Woodmen of Arden, won the medal for the centrat,stwad Dr. Howarth, a Toxophilite, that for the

greatest number of prizes.

The figure of an eagle fixed on a perch 140 feghhivas also shot at for about an hour; and thastsp
afforded much entertainment from its novelty. Ad¢ #xpiration of that time, -Paecock, Esq., of Robin
Hood's Bowmen, shot it off the perch, anti theralmon a gold medal.

3 The Lichfield Museum, among other rarities, possisseery ancient bow and arrows for "killing ratsla

mice."
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After dining with his friends in the lodge, Mr. Aason amused them with fireworks emblematical of
the archery of the day.

Aymefor Finsburie Archers. ***

ROVI NG MARKS

From To Scores. Yards
Castl e - - Gardstone - - - - 9 5
Absoly - - - - - 9 15

Gardstone - - Arnold - - - - - 10 O
Castle - - - - - 9 5

Bl oody House Bri dge Arnold - - - - - - 7 14
Turkswhale - - - 8 4

Arnol d - - - Absoly - - - - -9 1
Gardstone - - - - 10 O

Daysdeed - - - - 911

Turkswhale - - - 13 5

Absol y - - - Arnold - - - - 9 1
Gardstone - - - - 9 15

Arnold - - - - - 8 4

Absoly - - - - - 13 5

Turkswhale - - - Daysdeed - - - - 9 12
Lambeth - - - - - 313

Dial or Monunent - 10 3

434vAyme for Finsbury Archers; or, an alphabeticalléaf the names of every mark within the same §igld
with their true distances, both by the map and dsuneation with the line, published for the eas¢hefskilful,
and behoof of the younger beginners in the famedoése of Archerie, by T. J. and C. B. London, 15%mo.

To be sold at the sign of the Swan in Grub StreeE.I5argeant.

| imagine it was originally drawn out to illustradae of the little guides for archers, which wasuaged in the
manner of tile modern books of hackney coach faned,passed through several editions, varyingeamerks
were changed."--From a pamphlet by A. Kempe, RA.Sorinted for private circulation only. This gésrhan
has communicated some very intelligent papers dmeay to the Gents.' Magazine.

Before the "genus irritabile vatum," as Horace steried his brother poets, had invaded Grub Sthesdtlocality
was possessed by the bowyer and fletcher castele€lZotton thus sarcastically writes of some ane:-

And arrow loosed from Grub Street bow
In Finsburie, to him is slow.

Sir W. Davenant likewise, in a mock heroic poentitkeal " The Long Vacation," describes the idle at&ys
and proctors making archery matches in the Finsfielys:--

With loynes in canvas bow case tied,
Where arrows stick with mickle pride,
Like ghosts of Adam Bell or Clymme,
Sol sets,--for fear they'll shoot at him.
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Lambeth - - - - -

Daysdeed - - -
Absol y - - - - -
Tur kswhal e
Daysdeed -

Lambeth - - - -
D al or Mnunent
West m nster Hal l
Bl ackwel | Hall -
Star or Dial - - -

D al or Mnunent
Lambeth - - - - -
Tur kswhale - - -
Lambeth - - - - -

Westm nster Hall -
Star or Dial - - -
Whitehal | - - - -
Pitfield - - - --
Edward Gold - - -

Wi tehall - - -

Star or Dial - - -
West m nster Hall
Bl ackwel | Hall -

ad Speering - -
Lanbeth - - - - -
Whitehal | - - - -

Star or Dial - -
Bl ackwel | Hall- -
ad Speering - - -
Di al or Mnunent
West m nster Hall -
add Gawmt han or Jehu
Scarlet Lion - - -

Bl ackwel | Hall - -
Dial or Mnunent -
ad Speering - - -
ad Absoly - - - -

add Gawt han or Jehu
Scarlet Lion - - -
Bl ackwel | Hall - -
add Gawt han or Jehu
ad Absoly - - -

Edward Gold - - -

Scarlet Lion - -
Wi t ehal | - - - -
Star or Dial - - -
Bl ackwel | Hall - -
add Gawt han or Jehu
Scarlet Lion - - -

Edward Gold - - -

0 W ©

O ©O© 00 WO

10
6

14

Turkswhale - - - -
11

13

14

ad Speering - - - 10
10

7

16

19

Hal |

1
(o]

West m nst er
10

3

7

D al
8
2
17
2

1
(o]

or Monunent

Scarlet Lion - - - 12

Dial - - -

Lion - - -

16
19
8
18
6

St ar
16
9

or Dal - - -

8 17

~NOS~OD

12
9
9
9
7

Edward Gold - - -
2
18
2
11
2

Pitfield - - - -
2
14
6
9
2

Whitehall - - - - 12
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Pitfield - - - - 6 11

Whitehall - - - - 7 17
Scarlet Lion - - - 11 3
Pitfield - - - - - Edward Gold - - - 6 11
ad Absoly - - - - 10 16
Bob Peek - - - -11 3
Bob Peek - - - - 8 12
ad Absoly - - - - Pitfield- - - - - 10 16
Scarlet Lion - - - 9 11
add Gawt han or Jehu 8 17
Bob Peek - - - - ad Absoly - - - - 8 12
Pitfield - - - - 11 3
Rosemary Branch - - Pitfield - - - - - 917
Levant - - - - - Wlsh Hall - - - - 8 18
Wl sh Hall - - - - Egg Pye - - - - - 10 10
First Butt - - - - 11 11
Butt - - - - - Butt - - - - - - -6 18
Short Butts - - - - 2 9

"We know from history," says Mr. Kempe in the pangptalready quoted, " how jealous the London
youth were of sing the fields round the city of dom open for the practice of archery; and thatm® o
occasion of their being obstructed in the reighefry VIII., a tanner under that license for mad
pranks in ancient days, a disard's or clown's ¢aatthrough the city, shouting ' Shovels and sglade
Shovels and spades!' The cry was readily understoatlas the author of Nigel quotes,--

Uprose the 'prentices one and all,
Living in London, proper and tall.

They rushed forwards with resistless prowess, aradfew hours levelled all the dykes, hedges, and
inclosures, which the spirit of exclusive approfioia had erected, to obstruct the manly votaries of
the English long-bow.

This good old national cause was aided by Jamasalmore legal way. He directed his letters patent
in 1605, to the Lord Mayor, the Lord Chancellor artlders, as commissioners' commanding them to
cause the fields about the city, in which archeagt heen practiced from time immemorial, to be
cleared of all obstructions to that exercise, lfer $pace of two miles.

Another similar commission was issued by Charlés 1632; and the contest was doubtless continual,
until at length, the great march of bricks and mwowas triumphant. Some of the last skirmishes
which took place about fifty years ago, are thuscdeed in Highmore's History of the Artillery
Company, from the Records of that Society.

On the company's march to Baunes, on the acceissiof62, they found tile gate of a large field, in
which stood one of their stone marks, named Badisd, both locked and chained, and four men
placed to prevent their entrance. The adjutantreddi to be forced, after which they marched asros
and opened another gate.

In 1784, a committee was appointed to ascertaisithation of the butts, &c., and to report thereon

In October of the same year, the company marchesbbry Fields, to view their several marks,
beginning at the Pretend Mead, where the casttesttnod, and thence extending to Baune's Fields,
and Islington Common, they removed several obstnst &c.
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In July, 1786, considerable encroachments havieg beade on the ancient marks belonging to the
company, the court ordered notice to be givenltoaupiers of lands in Baune's and Finsbury Fields
between Peerless Pool south, Baune's Pond noritoileast, and Islington west, wherein any of
their marks were placed, to remove all obstructiorthe company's rights.

On the 12th of August following, the company onnitarch over Baune's Fields pulled down by the
pioneers several parts of the fence of a pieceamfrgl enclosed, about two years since, by Mr.
Samuel Pitts for gardens and summer houses. Thitbegk breaches, the company marched from the
marks of Gardstone, to Arnold; and from Arnold tbsaly. Being come to a field lately enclosed with
a brick wall by Messrs. Walker, Ward, and Co. theppietors of a lead-mill between the marks of
Bob Peake and the Levant, the company were indiacedsist from pulling down or making a breach
in the wall, by the representations and assuramicese of the partners, that at the time of forming
this enclosure, he was ignorant of the compangtd in those fields. He added, they were willing to
enter into any reasonable terms of accommodatitimtive company for what they had done. One of
the archer's division was then ordered to shoatreow on the wall, as an assertion of the company's
right, after which the battalion proceeded on itgch to several of the other marks.

Lastly, in 1791, when the long butts on Islingtoon@non were destroyed, by digging gravel, a
detachment marched to the spot, pursuant to aqueviotice to the occupiers and commissioners of
the roads, to remove every obstruction and to cepllae mark: these objects were attained.

The distance from mark to mark in the "Aime forg$bary archers," is very much varied, and thus as |
have observed, excellent practice for archeryhgpdistance was afforded.. The greatest length se
in the plan for 1737 is thirteen score, five yaldshe dimensurations of 1628, the great length of
nineteen score is laid down, the shortest distan@e score.

The eminence called Shooter's Hill probably obt@ithat appellation from the archers constantly seen
practicing at rovers there. John Haywood has anfjepigram, tending to show this etymology to be
correct.

OF AN ARCHER ROVING.

Q. What a shaft shoots he?
A.

With a roving arrow.

Still he hits his mark, be it wide or narrow.
Q. Where shooteth this sharpshooter, Will ?
A. He shooteth most at rovers, on Shooter's Hill.
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GREEK AND ROMAN ARCHERY.

| Acknowledge Apollo also, the musical and the argjust,
and | love his harmony but fear his arrowdaximus Tyriusxxix.

He that grasps

The skilful aiming bow, hath in his hand

One thing that much avails him, whence he sends

A thousand arrows 'gainst the breasts of others,
Himself from death defending;

and his stand Held distant, pours his vengeanchkisfoes.

Euripides.

Pudor est nescire sagittas.
It is a reproach to be ignorant of archery.

Staius

THE same fine taste which guided the armourer tfjaity when fabricating the helmet, buckler,
sword, or the cuirass, and gave these accoutreraktite Grecian warrior forms the most exquisite of
which they are susceptible, appears eminently donsps in the fashion of his bow.

Its figure exhibits a perfect combination of symmetnd strength. How graceful the curve, with
which either horn recedes from the centre-pieagripr, occupied by the archer's hand; how
imperceptibly they sayer towards their extremitiesere the extended jaws of a serpent receives the
bow-string. How elegant the contrast between "#atdn gold," adorning in those points, and the
glossy jet black material of which the whole weapa@s constructed. Those who are but imperfectly
acquainted with the nature of the materials emmgdyeour modern bowyers, must doubtless be
surprised they have never attempted to work upmdel so faultless as thi§? For ladies, bows,
especially, it appears most desirable; althoughedtity, a bow fashioned thus of wood, the only
substance used in England, would not retain itpesidairing a single day's, perhaps not an tour's,
shooting.

"Of what, then, was the Grecian bow composed" gfgitiinquires some fair Toxophilite, a leetle
chagrined at being unable to figure as the buskgueftless of the chace.

Homer, madam, shall answer you, by describing tve & Pandarus. He, like our own Shakspeare,
seems to have possessed an almost intuitive knge/letlevery art common to the age in which he
flourished. The passage is distinguished by pedectiracy of description, clothed in the most
harmonious verse:--

He heard, and madly at the motion pleased,

His polish'd bow with hasty rashness seized.

"Twas form'd of horn, and smooth'd with artful toil
A mountain goat resign'd the shining spoill,

Who pierced long since, beneath his arrows bled.
The stately quarry on the cliffs lay dead,

And sixteen palms his brows large honours spread!
The workmen join'd and shaped the bended horns,
And beaten gold each taper point adorns.

35| once possessed a very ancient German steelvitoigh, in outline, exactly resembled that usualiyeg by
sculptors to Cupid. The length was four feet, afithough as difficult to draw as an ordinary wootéemw of
sixty pounds, it never shot even the lightest tliglyond one hundred and fifty yards. Its defentssholly
attributable to the sluggishness of the metal,iamb respect to its form.
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Though Homer has not said so, we may concludehkaBreek had an eye principally to those
"brows large honours." Like a true archer, he pbbpthought less of the venison than of the spléndi
bow which its spoils promised to supply.

Several modern Oriental bows of horn are suspermet the apartment where | am writing. How
little has the bow" yer's art varied in the Eagtinlyia period of some thousand years ! Those t tefe
are such as we usually find in the armouries opBafj and other Hindostanee chiefs. Some are
formed of buffalo, others of goats' horns, curvaxgctly alike, and united in the centre. In onénay
specimens there is a wooden tip to receive thegsthieautifully painted, gilded, and varnished. The
custom of ornamenting the bow with gold leaf arghgents, like other Oriental practices, is very
ancient. It will explain the "beaten gold," whicticaned the bow of Pandarus, and the "golden bows,"
frequently alluded to by other poets besides Hoffeergold, in itself, possesses no elasticity
whatever. Steel is the only metal convertible mtoow; and even that, as before noted, provesanfer
to many kinds of wood.

Among a host of writers, who have favoured the davrith disquisitions upon the works of the
Grecian Bard, in vain do we look for any criticaltice of those splendid pictures of archery with
which his works pre-eminently abound. One of thesmmentators charges Homer with grossly
exaggerating the length of the horns, in the pasahgve quoted. If our ideas of the goat be codfine
to that species seen in large flocks, croppincghdethblossoms, or reposing among the thymy verdure
of the chases and heaths of Monmouthshire, theserdiions certainly appear somewhat fabulous.
But Homer speaks of the Asiatic goat, whose "brtasge honours” often attain; nay, even exceed the
length of sixteen palms; and archers who feel @stied in the question, may satisfy themselves by
visiting tile British Museum, where they will seeany specimens of the species to which Homer
alludes.

Ad interim, perhaps they would like to hear what Fashley, our latest traveller in Crete, sayshis t
subject. "The meal furnished by the hospitalityrgf Samariste guide consisted chiefly of the flekh o
a wild goat, killed by him on an expedition fromiain he had just returned. | obtained from him three
pairs of the animal's horns; they are all nearlthefsame size, viz., on the outer edge, 2 fe¢2 7 1
inches, and on the inner edge, 2 feet 1 1/2 inches wild goat is alluded to by the epithet , bestd

on it by Homer; and the length of the horns, wHiobtained at Samaria, is very nearly that assigned
in the well-known description of the bow of Pandat*® The palm is four inches; making, therefore,
due allowance for a certain portion necessarilysoamed in joining the horns under its handle, the
bow of Pandarus must have measured nearly fivelfeabrthern Asia, where this animal sports very
extraordinary horns, they manufacture bows of sindimensions at the present time.

When Mr. Turner, one of the East India Companyfis@fs, visited Thibet, he was received with great
kindness and courtesy by the Teshoo Lama. Thi®page, who delighted in archery, presented his
guest with many exquisite arrows, having charastiernames inscribed upon each, indicative of
remote and steady flight; together with a beautifuin bow, nearly five feet lon§®’ It may here be
observed, that the dry, bracing atmosphere of eantAsia, like that of Greece, is peculiarly
favourable to the perfection of these weaponsjrulia, where, especially during the rainy seasoa, t
air is extremely humid, they fall out of shape, #edome nearly useless. So the bow in question,
when removed from Thibet to Madras, soon lost tte $ymmetry which Mr. Turner tells us had
originally distinguished it. The cold of our Engdflislimate proves even more prejudicial. Here they
frequently fly into pieces as you string them, dfieh | once witnessed the following instance.

Whilst strolling through the bazaar at Calcuttgeatleman observed a native with three or four bows
and several sheaves of arrows for sale. Strucktivéhbeauty of one in particular, which was of horn
black and glossy, like polished marble, he inquitezlprice; that was reasonable enough, espeaially
a bundle of reed arrows formed part of the bard@iaviously to paying for it, however, the
purchaser, by signs, expressed some doubts afdtgi@g the violent strain produced by arrows

8 vol. ii. p. 271.

47 psiatic Researches.
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nearly two thirds its own length. The Indian bowyeewild savage-looking hillsman, smiled grimly in
reply as he beckoned his customer out of the baaadrprepared for an indisputable proof of the
bow's elasticity, and his own extraordinary addrB¢scing the snake-like weapon between his legs,
he strung it up with that graceful motion elsewhagescribed; and ran with an arrow from the bundle
which lay at his feet, with monkey-like agility tands a neighbouring mud wall, where he whipped
off his slipper, and stuck it heel upwards in an&hithen skipping away to the distance of abouy fif

or sixty paces, he drew his arrow to the head,awitlan instant's pause, and the admiring Englishman
saw it launched against and quivering in this neaajet, the heel of which it had firmly nailedthe

wall. No more satisfactory proof of the excellenéédis ware could be required, and you may be sure
the bargain was immediately concluded. Yet, on iyexéempting to string the same bow some time
afterwards in England, | saw it break into sevprates, to the great peril of sundry fragile aeiscl
suspended around the apartment where the expenmasnmnade; so completely had change of climate
destroyed its original toughness and elasticityShea's Mirhonda, the hero complains he never could
cast his arrow ten paces during the wet seasonth@ngame of Chaeh, a famous bowyer, has been
immortalised by the Persians, because his bows raesty affected either by heat or damp.

But to return. In describing the bow of Pandarusimdr says, the two horns were artificially unitgd b
a centre piece, which served for the archer's gietsp old Greek bowyers practiced another ingenious
contrivance. Without separating the animal's hdms its skull, they sawed off a portion of the
fontisto serve for the handle, and then, by means dfdrehmechanical appliances familiar to
artizans, modelled the whole into its requisitepghd@ut as no bow can shoot with force unless the
centre-piece or fulcrum be considerably strongan thither arm, the workman must have provided for
this, by the addition of wood, or some similar miaile A covering of gilded scrollwork and painted
flowers probably completed the work, justifying tgithet "golden," and producing, by its contrast
with the glossy jet black horn, an exquisitely dalieffect. But if the ancient Greek bow hadlétt
resemblance to that common to the northern natbisirope, their mode of shooting was equally
dissimilar. Like the modern Turks, Persians, Tattand many other Orientals, they drew the
bowstring with the thumb, the arrow being retaineds place by the forefinger.

Many sculptures extant in public and private cditats, especially those splendid casts from the
island of Egina, now in the Bristol Philosophicabéliterary Institution, represent several archers
drawing the bowstring as | have described.

The modern practice differs also from that of amiygn another respect. Our English archer puls th
bowstring always to his ear. The Greek, on theraopt raised his shaft hand only to the breast. The
Roman soldier did the same for a considerable getiatterly, however, they adopted the other
method. | think it is the Emperor L&F who observes that drawing to the ear, instedd tife breast,
was a great improvement in the archery of his age.

"Doth it become thee," exclaims a very ancient i@arpoet, apostrophising his mistress, " cloth it
become thee to draw thy bow even to shine earilieathaft aimed at my bosom may inflict a deeper
wound?"*%

Procopius also expresses an opinion, that men strewger and longer by the former method than by
the latter. There is no doubt of it. Let any oni&shing to make the experiment, take up a yew bow of
seventy pounds, and try by which of them he carereasily draw a thirty inch arrow to its he&(.

438 Tactics.
439 persjian MS.

40 1n the last century, a man named Topham exhibitegtising feats of strength at the London theates,
other places of public resort. Happening to falhith a party of archers at some tavern near Igimghe
seemed inclined to treat the Englishbow as toy &ignleis attention. One of them, who possessedceataly
strong bow, forthwith laid him a wager that, notwitanding his boasted muscular powers, he couldnagt an
arrow to its head. Confident of success, the gianmediately commenced his trial; but, being ignowafrthe
positions, drew according to the Grecian, instdati®@English, fashion. Of course, the result, veastuctantly
gave in, with the additional mortification of pagithe wager. But had he pulled the arrow to his&atight
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The statue of the Apollo Belvidere affords one tisfctory example of the Grecian mode of
shooting, and Homer's vivid description places thiter entirely beyond dispute.

Then by the Greeks unseen, the warrior bends;
Screen'd by the shields of his surrounding friends:
There meditates his mark, and crouching low,

Fits the sharp arrow to the well-strung bow.

One, from a hundred feathered deaths he chose,
Fated to wound, and cause of future woes.

Then offers vows with hecatombs to crown
Apollo's altar in his native town.

Now with full force the yielding horn he bends,
Drawn to an arch, and joins the doubling ends.
Close to his breast he strains the nerve below,
Till the barb'd point approach tile circling bow.
The impatient weapon whizzes on the wing,
Sounds the tough horn, and twangs the quiveringgstr

The extreme tension here given to the bow, wasareadnecessary by the length of the arrow, and
could not be safely practised except with one farwievery tough materials. The Tartar horn bows,
measuring about four feet in length, admit theafsgrrows, which if drawn to the head in an English
wooden bow of even six feet, would inevitably shiitento fragments.

Whilst perusing the above passage, the readerhehbée be or be not an archer, feels enrapturdd wit
the fitness and beauty of those epithets by whithadorned. How truly natural seems the phrase
"feathered deaths", when applied to the arrowshafreerring marksman. With no less felicity is the
shaft styled "impatient," both from the strain fielthe archer's drawing hand, and the velocithwit
which, when loosed, it flies towards its destinearkn

The rich resources of Homer's genius are furthsgpldyed in that art, with which he varies the
circumstances when describing this action in angihet of his poem.

--The string let fly
Sounds shrill and sharp, like the swift swallowsg, cr

recalls to our remembrance that enthusiastic lmfitste Roman historiaff, when he exclaims, "Me
thinks | see the attitudes of the archer. | heartwang of his bow!"

Though the lliad has frequent allusions to thigecth Homer's most finished picture of Grecian
archery occurs in the Odyssey With that exceptiomvever, | believe no trace exists in any veryyearl
writer, whereby we may judge of the discipline e in training the bowmen of antiquity; nor are
we at all familiar with the details of those speeticontests in which also they sometimes engaged.

The return of Ulysses to his native soil, despesed unknown, and the plan devised by Penelope for
extricating herself from the dissolute band by wiglme was assailed, furnishes all we know on the
subject of an ancient Greek archery match. Thatrialeconsisted in a challenge, first, to bend] an
then employ her husband's bow, in a feat requcorggummate skill, every schoolboy knows full
well. It was a shrewd and happy device; for thdsendoned nobles, enervated by luxury, had become
so utterly inexpert in manly exercises, that tifi@iure might be securely anticipated. Unconscious,
however, of this, they clamorously demanded a. tiiad then the poet indulges in one of those $&mp
and affecting touches of nature peculiar to no &g, nor individual, since they belong to the
unchangeable and noblest impulses of the human. Wsaring reached the costly chamber where the
weapon was deposited, she lingers in melancholgrfess over this sole relic of her absent lord.
Unwilling to part with it hitherto, even for a momte her heart now upbraids her with an act of

exertion of such strengt as his, would have benbthw till the horns met, or, what is more probablsil it
flew into splinters.

441 Gibbon.
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profanation, in thus resigning it to the lawlessvemvhose clamorous orgies still resound within her
ear.

The prudent Queen the lofty stair ascends,
At distance due, a virgin train attends.

A brazen key she held, the handle turn'd,
With steel and polish'd elephant adorn'd;
Swift to the inmost room she bent her way,
Where safe reposed the royal treasure lay.

* * * *

She moves majestic through the wealthy room,
Where treasured garments cast a rich perfume.
Then from the column, where aloft it hung,

Reach'd in its splendid ca$®, the bow unstrung.

Across her knees she laid the well known bow,
And pensive sate, and tears began to flow.

As Telemachus could not dig a trench in the mgpbhleement of a palace court, the contest must have
been decided somewhere out of doors, yet neamtin@nee, on account of the resistance its gate
offered to the arrows.

A trench he opened, in a line he placed
The level axes, and the points made fast.

None of the critics notice that, when the markspaoeluced, they prove to be axes, not rings. The
ordinary hatchet has no point whereby it could tnade fast." If the rings were poised upon the ends
of the handles, while the iron-heads rested upergtbund, a more clumsy, awkward contrivance can
hardly be imagined. An equal number of pointedesakould have done better. Homer, therefore,
probably meant the battle or pole-axe, which hasgs a spear projecting from the head, and not
unfrequently a ring at the extremity of the han@mbably also, they were intended to be carriéd of
by the victor as an additional reward; for at thedreal games in honour of Hector, axes are
distributed as prizes.

Whose weapon strikes you trembling bird, shall bear
These two-edged axes, terrible in war.

Although no hint is given us of the precise dis&shot, it must have been unquestionably within
point blank range, about fifty yard€, otherwise the arrow would have gradually descetdehe
ground, after passing through the first and secory | think Plutarch alludes to the sport of dniy

an arrow through several consecutive rings. Theamodlurks frequently amuse themselves with
aiming arrows at the circlet used for javelin eiset*. When the Duke of Holstein sent an
ambassador to Persia, the shah entertained himawiéxhibition of archery, though, as he observed,
being past the meridian of life, he had lost mutthis youthful dexterity. Still, willing to show th

42 The bow-cases of modern Orientals form, perhagsmiist costly portion of their military equipmernits.
have seen something of this sort, so richly adomigd"barbaric gold and pearl," that the valuglsf former
alone was estimated at thirty guineas. The Life ajalur Khan has a little anecdote about these laedt
When Mohammed Sooltan and Hodsun Sooltan were adriglthe forward battle, the former, unconscida t
his bow-case had been torn from his hip, passeaaisysabre in hand. Hodsun, who had seen the ddhwarid
between whom and Mohammed there existed a genavalry, picked up the weapon and restored it ® th
warlike Khan, who exclaimed, "Brother, that whitloti hast this day performed to me shall be thecfead
eternal friendship between us;" and he remainedttytis vow.

[1] Vie de Bayadur Khan, p. 118.
“43The extreme range of Ulysses' bow may be set dowataeen four and five hundred yards, when thevarr
was elevated to all angle of 45, the highest piat can extend the flight of a projectile.

“44"The third archer shot through the ring, at which Albanians had been previously exercising wiéh th
lance." -Vertomannus's Travels in the East.
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Frank that even "an old man could do somewhatsuspended by a single horse-hair, one of those
thumb rings which the Persians use to bend theisb@dhen, placing the youth who held it at the
distance of six paces, he cut the hair twice ssively with his arrow."* The ring itself is a
common mark in that country; but the emperor cliostepart from the ordinary practice, that his
guest might be enabled to judge of the accomplisitsnaf his youth, by the feats was still able to
perform at the age of forty-five.

And now his well-known bow the master bore,
Turn'd on all sides, and view'd it o'er and o'er,
Lest time or worms had done the weapon wrong;
Its owner absent, and untried so long.

But we are approaching the final catastrophe afdbimestic drama, which commences with a
splendid simile, unparalleled even in the works @ioet, distinguished above all others for the
appropriate introduction of that species of illagon.

Then, as some heavenly minstrel taught to sing
High notes responsive to the trembling string,
To some new strain, when he adapts the lyre,
Or the dumb lute refits with vocal wire,
Relaxes, strains, and draws them to and fro;
So the great master drew the mighty bow.

One hand aloft displayed the bended horns,
And one the string assay'd.

The son of Laertes, once more feeling the trustggamion of his youthful sports within his grasp,
forthwith prepares for a fatal manifestation thiatdrm still retains its pristine vigour; and timsulters
of his honour, and the despoilers of his houseli@ue held their latest revel.

Then sitting as he was, the chard he drew,

Through ev'ry ringlet, levelling his view,

Then notched the shaft, released, and gave it wing,
The whizzing arrow vanished from the string,

Sung on direct, and threaded every ring.

The solid gate its fury scarcely bounds,

Pierced through and through, the solid gate resounds

Pope has somewhat obscured the sense of this paédage Ulysses appears to draw the bowstring
before he applies the arrow to it; equally abswrd sve were to talk of firing of an uncharged favg
piece. Under correction, | conceive the poet's nmgamay be thus judiciously paraphrased. After the
King of Ithaca had strung his bow, he placed hifnggbosite the marl’, and regarded the circlets
through which his arrow to pass, with a firm argbsly look; repeatedly drawing and loosing the bow
string as he did so. When his eyes were thus irestegree familiarized with objects to which they
had long been strangers, he nocked an arrow aostrihg, and bringing his arms to the requisite
elevation, without an instant' pause, launcheddirsst the mark.

The position in which Homer places Ulysses durlmgperformance of his extraordinary feat, is not
unworthy of notice From the nature of the objettwlaich he aimed, and their trifling elevation, a
sitting posture was certainly the most con venlentould have chosen. A little experiment easily
made, will show that a very tall man would be ableommand a bow five feet six inches, while
seated on the ground. This style of shooting heggiled in Turkey from the earliest period; but
whether they copied it from the men whose couriteythave usurped, | leave for antiquarians to
determine. Two travellers of the seventeenth cgnBusbequius and our own Sandys, have the
following pertinent remarks; for unlike their tong brethren of modern times, they appear to have
considered every thing connected with nationaltsadnd customs worthy attentive illustration. The
former, though a Frenchman, was fond of archerg;fantells us he regularly joined the Turks intthei

445 Ambassador's Travels.

- 218 -



after dinner shooting parties, for the purposessisiing his digestiorf*® As the latter lived in an age
when every gentleman received a military educatow, before the bow had entirely ceased to be a
weapon of war, he naturally makes some observationts use.

"The Turks of Constantinople do constantly exertisenselves in the noble game of archery, sitting
cross-legged on carpets spread upon the groumtivers streets and crossways of Constantinople,
there are also places, where, not only childrenyanghg men, but even the graver sort, do exercise.
There is one that takes care of the butt, who wat@very day, otherwise it would be so dry, tifnet
Turks' arrows, being always blunt, would not wéltlstherein; and he that oversees the mark is very
particular to draw out and cleanse the arrows,tarav them back to the archers; and he hath a
stipend from them, sufficient to maintain him. Thent of the butt bears some similarity to a little
door; whence perhaps was derived the Greek protleEbywhen a man missed the mark, he is said to
shoot extra januam, 'beside the door;' for | suppus Greeks used this way of buttiagd that the
Turks borrowed it from them.". So far the learnagsBequius. The following are Sandys's remarks:--
"Their bows are for form and length not unlike thth of a large cross-boff’, made of the horn of
bufaloes, mixed with sinews; of admirable workmapshnd some of them exquisitely gilded. So
slothful they be, that they never walk up and dd@rmrecreation, nor use any other exercise than
shooting. Therein they take as little pains as b&ysitting on cushions in the shadow, and sending
their slaves for their arrows. They also shoot mgfaéarthern walls ever kept moist in shops and
private houses for that purpose, standing not abbvpaces from the mark, and that with such
violence, that the arrow often passes through laraigh."

Those unacquainted with the prodigious violencd&wibich an arrow is propelled from a strong bow,
may perhaps regard the force ascribed to thatydddk as a mere poetical exagger ation. An authorit
or two drawn from the author last quoted and fromwritings of the grave historians of our own
country must remove their scepticism. "I have sesays Sands, "their (Turkish) arrows shot by our
ambassador through target of steel, pieces of brassiches thick, and through wood, witth an arrow
headed with wood, of eight inches. "So stands tlggnal; yet the words "two inches thick," mustde
mistransposition, and the sentence should stargd tthrough pieces of wood two inches thick." Even
then, with such arrows, | confess it still appaarsie a marvel; however, Lord Bacon the same, and
Greaves's Pyramidographia and Barclay's Iconimohawe something very like it.

"It happened during a siege," writes Geraldus Camdis "that two soldiers running in haste towards a
tower situated a a little distance from them, wattacked with a number arrows from the Welsh;
which being discharged with prodigious violencansgenetrated through the oak doors of a portal
although they were of the breadth of four fingerghickness." In the MS. diary of Edward IV is a
memorandum that on a certain day, a hundred ardfiéiis guard, shot in his presence, twice each, at
an inch board of well-seasoned timber. Some o&thews pierced quite through it; others penetrated
that, and also another board placed behind. Aswigslthen unknown, we may conclude the target to
have been made of good solid oak.

Whilst Athens continued free, the citizens mairgdia numerous body of archers as a kind of
municipal police**®

Its wise and polished citizens, showed an excetlesarimination in their choice of these mercergrie
who were Scythians, a nation skilled in the managygrof the bow*®, beyond every other of

4“8 nafter dinner | exercised myself with the Turkibbw."--Third Letter.
47 _ath, the steel bow. The modern Turkish bows haeetékthis form when strung.

448 A work recently announced under the title of "Ateend Sparta, by Mr. J. A. St. John," will prolyabl
contain some curious information upon the Greek.bow

49 |_e dos de la sigma imite, a certain point. la foded'arc qu'on volt sur nombre de monumens et de
médailles: c'est I'arc Sythe, qui se faisoit dwslbé@ger, mais dont la fibre étoit trés lice. Orsdéti une roinure en
queue d'arond® tout le long du dos, et on y faisoit entrer deégune verge de come amollie a la fumée de
I'eau bouillante. On sent que cet arc un fois seendu par des yens tels que les Scythés, deveitter un trait
avec une force extreme. Tel étoit le "cydonium cdrauvanté dans les poéteAthenaeus4. 161.Villebrune
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antiquity. Uninfluenced by the splendour and refieat which every where presented itself, these
barbarians retained unaltered, the simple habitshwiad accompanied them from their native
deserts. They lived together in tents, encampeldeimost public parts of the city, wore garments
formed of skins, and adored the same uncouth imag#seir; countrymen did in the Steppes of
Tartary. Altogether, their appearance and modé&/infg must have presented a singular contrasteo th
luxury and polished manners of their masters. & aigilisation and barbarism in juxtaposition.

By the by narrates a very remarkable instancemj@aary revenge perpetrated by a tribe of these
wandering bowmen, who, revolting from the bodyta hation to which they belonged, had taken
refuge in Media, during the reign of Cyaxares sbRlwaortes. The shah at first received them with
open arms, as suppliants, treated them with gresggitality, and entrusted to their care a number of
his children to be taught the Tartar language,thadise of the bow. It was the custom of these
Scythians to go forth constancy to the chase, In@nvthey returned empty-handed, Cyaxares, a man
of ungovernable passions, behaved towards thentyradd contumeliously. Indignant at this, the
Scythians soon came to a resolution not to enduaad, in revenge, to slay one of the children mvho
they were instructing, and serve his flesh up &king as game, and both Cyaxares and his courtiers
eat of this horrid mess. They then fled to the totiAlyattes, king of Lydia, who, refusing to give
them up to the Median monarch a war ensued, whithately terminated in the ruin of the Lydian
empire.

Julius Africanus, of whose writings some fragmently have survived to the present time, is one of
the few authors of antiquity that treats specificapon archery. He lived in the reign of the Engyer
Severus, to whom, as Eusebius states, he dedqiedion of his work. In the nine books entitled
KESTOI Cestis, he discusses an infinite diversftgubject, following sometimes his own ideas,
irgmetimes supplying extract from other authors.l&isbook has the following curious calculation.

If an arrow were to continue its flight with equalftness, and uninterruptedly, for twenty-four heit
would traverse the distance of twenty thousandiatad two thousand five hundred miles. He says the
experiment was once made in his presence, in tloesvfng manner: Ten men stationed themselves one
hundred feet apart, each provided with a strung bawd an arrow ready nocked. At the instant the firs
arrow passed over the second archer's head, heshlst the third all did the same and so on through
the whole number. Afterwards on multiplying the gplay the time, it was found that the arrows would
be one hour in traversing a thousand stadia, antsequently twenty-four stadia in twenty-four hours.
The author deducts four thousand stadia for the tirocupied in drawing up, loosing the arrow, &c.,
thus reducing the calculation, in round numberswenty thousand. This mode of deciding the
experiment does not appear very exact; but he gitesnfirmation of it, the authority of one Smysra
Scythian and Bardisanes the Parthian, the most famocher of his time. They made a similar
calculation; so that if nothing else, the nameswaf distinguished men in their way are rescued from
oblivion. Julius Africanus then relates anecdotéseaveral persons of his acquaintance, who had
excelled in the art of drawing the bow. He begip®kalting the extraordinary dexterity of a certain
King Enanearus and his son Manneres, of whosergigtowever, like that of our friend King Modus,
nothing is at present known. One day when the aabcompanied them to the chase, suddenly an
enormous boar rushed out of his lair, and furioustacked the hunter band. While all sought safety
flight, Manneres called on them to fear nothingd &@aving rapidly discharged two arrows, he pierced
the eyes of the animal, so accurately, that belingied, and no longer formidable to any one, it was
despatched without resistance. He next alludeldasingular address of the Parthian Bardisanes
above mentioned. This unrivalled archer, once gawgoung man armed with a buckler at a certain
distance, and aimed with so much precision, thatketched the outline of a human face with the
indentations caused by the points of his arrowstliahe eulogises the exploits of another dexterou
bowman, the Syrmus aforesaid, of whose expertreslsd states he was himself a frequent spectator.
This man exposed his body as a butt to the arrdwsather archer, without taking even the precautio
of putting on his coat of mail.; Depending on hig@isite skill, he aimed with such address, that he

[1] Roinure en queue d'aronde - signifies that sbjpint called a dove tail, by carpenters.

40 here give a translation.
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never failed to arrest the flight of his antagolsistrrow midway, by striking it with his own.- Asineed
bolts or broad-headed arrows, whilst those of lppanent were pointed, it invariably happened that b
the violence of the concussion, the one penetthtedther, and both fell firmly united to the graun

451

Chapters 50, 51, 52. of Africanus's book also ediatarchery. Its ancient professors required three
qualifications in a well trained bowman, viz. tonacorrectly, to shoot with force, and with rapidity

this division of his work, he treats each acquireteeparately. The superiority possessed by the
archers of one nation over those of another sayis hest exhibited when two hostile armies, drawn
up in opposition, discharge many successive fligharows without changing their ground. It is
otherwise when one party remains stationary, aadther is in motion, when both sides shoot as they
advance; when one attacks, as the other retraatg)en one side pursues while the enemy, Parthian-
like, discharge their arrows as they fly.

The power of shooting with extraordinary force,sdulius, depends on the strength of the bow, and
the length of the arrow, as well as on the vigoraums which practice and continual exercise has
fortified. Constant assiduity is likewise requisiteenable archers to discharge the arrow withdigpi

A considerable number were exercised togethereasdime target; each bowman having his arrows
differently marked, and when the shooting termidatke most successful archers received a gratuity
in proportion to their adroitness.

It was considered eligible also that the soldigashing ground should contain a series of butts, a
which the men were exercised, running one afteother, at full speed. All these different branches
of archery were subjected to certain rules andattiqular discipline. The author then treats of the
manner of handling the bow; with how many fingérs $tring should be drawn, and if it be better to
draw to the ear or to the breast; giving an opiriat the archer has greater command over his lyow b
the former than by the latter method. Lastly, leonemends the shooter to practice assiduously at an
elevated, and rarely at a point blank, mark.

Foremost among those Romans, whose adroitnesebaghmought worthy of record, appear the
Emperors Gratian, Comodus, and Domitian. The akijuired by the former in management of a
horse, the dexterity with which he could daft agjav, and draw a bow had inspired him with ah
ardent passion for the chase. Large parks: welessttfor the imperial pleasure, and plentifully
stocked with every species of wild beast. A bodAlaina were received into the domestic and
military service of the emperor; and the admiradiddl they had been accustomed to display in the
unbounded plains of Scythia, was exercised in grkgpand enclosures of Gaul. In admiration of the
talents and customs of these favourite guardsrigeror assumed the fur dress, the bow, and the
quiver of a Scythian warriof*?

Many persons living in the reign of Domitian, haseen that emperor slaughter a hundred wild beasts
in a single day, at his seat at Alba, where he dneabow with such dexterity, that, at two sucoessi
discharges, he could fix a pair of arrows like sumpon the heads of the affrighted objects ofihis

Though last in the catalogue of archers. royal Jeamt reputation is Commodus. Herodian asserts tha
he never failed of his mark, either with the hovtte lance, and that the most veteran Parthiareesch
yielded to him the palm of dexterity The amphitheaitt Rome was the public scene of his exploits,
where he slaughtered with his arrows immense nusnifegvery description of wild animals to gratify
his vanity, and in. crease the accuracy of his &ut.when thus engaged, he preferred showing his ar
rather than his courage, as he secured himselpas#ion considerably elevated beyond the reach of
any attack. Lions, panthers, stags, and every gphexies of game fell in vast quanties by his hand,
nor was a second arrow necessary, for each wowwgmortal. He could pierce an animal at any

! These feats of archery are certainly extraordirtauy) speak advisedly, in saying there is nothihthe
marvellous in them. Whoever has seen the Bashkiaiadivide a single horse hair many times suceelysi
with an arrow, or recollects the rapidity with whithe Indian of Demerara brings down a small bivdhe
wing, will cease to think them so.

452 Gibbon.
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particular point he chose with the greatest acguradhe head, or in the heart Occasionally alpamt
would be set upon a criminal in the Circus; busnoner was the animal crouching for its fatal gprin
than the imperial bow" man discharged an arrowgctvisaved the culprit, and laid his enemy lifeless
upon the sand. A hundred lions, and the same nuailierars, were introduced at once upon the
arena, and with a hundred shafts he laid them gmsiVith arrows having heads of a semicircular
form, he frequently amputated the neck of an dstriben running at filler speed; and Herodian
further observes, that when the emperor severeddble of one of these animals, the stroke was so
instantaneous that the body sometimes proceededad@aces as if still living: the motion not being
immediately checked.

But Cambyses. the son of Cyrus, another celebtgtadt of antiquity, and equally adroit in the wde
this weapon, did not always confine the objectlisfaim to inferior animals. To" wards the close of
his. life, he perpetrated several acts which saastrongly of madness; and among others, the
following, which may be considered as the mostiti@gf ale In the list of his principal courtienss
one Prexaspes, whose son he had promoted to befisearer, an office esteemed honourable in
Persia, as elsewhere. Addressing himself one dysmobleman, "Tell me, Prexaspes,” said he, "in
what estimation am | held among the Persians ?virat generally do they say of me?"

"My Lord," replied the honest courtier, "they aogidl in your praises; but yet think you are somewhat
too much addicted to wine."

At this the indignation of Cambyses was kindled] Be exclaimed: "So, then, they imagine me a
wine-bibber, and devoid of reason? But thou shalt be thyself judge whether madness belong to
them or to me. For if | shoot thy son, who stamdthe door-way yonder, right through the heart, it
will be evident that they wrong me; but, if | migisere will appear to be truth in their accusation.
And with the words he bent his bow and shot thelycand when he dropped the king commanded
his breast to be opened, and the arrow having foegrd upon examination to have penetrated the
heart, he rejoiced and laughed exceedingly, amdrtgito the father, "you see," said he, "that this
Persians who are mad, not I. For tell me, whom temst ever known who could have shot so true."

Perceiving that the man was mad, and fearing ®ohin life, Prexaspes replied, "Even the §8d
could not have taken a surer aiffr

453 Apollo.

4> Herodotus. This anecdote was made the subjectiafraa by one Preston, about the yea, 1566,
now extremely rare, the title of which runs thusA-amentable Tragedie, mixed full of pleasant
Mirth containing the Life of Cambises King of PeSiand in truth, it is a very bombastic, fustiamts
of production; not, however, entirely destitutentdrit as the following lines will testify. To it,
Falstalff alludes, when, at the Boar's Head in &eestp, he proposes to counterfeit the king, and
examine Prince Hal upon the particulars of his waglife. "I must speak in passion," says he, "and
will do it in King Cambyses' vein."

Prexaspes addressing Cambyses.

The Persians much do praise of our grace, but ang tiscommend, In that to wine, subject you begrem
you do offend. Sith that the might of wine's effatbth oft subdue your brain, My council is, tease their
hearts, from it you would refrain.

King.

--Prexaspes, tell me why, That to my mouth in sasbrt, thou should's" announce a lie ? Of drunkssme
thus to charge, but thou with speed shall see, Wén¢hat | a sober king, or else a drunkard beokkthou hast
a blissful babe wherein thou cost delight; Me teerege of these thy words, | will go wreke this gpitvhen |
the most have tasted wine, my bow it shall be b&nleart of him even then to shoot, is now my wehiatent;
And if that | his heart can hit, the king no drurtkss; If heart of his | do not kill, | yield to &e in this.
Therefore, Prexaspes, fetch to me thy youngest #brspeed, There is no way, | tell thee plain, loatll do

this deed.
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Prexaspes.

Redoubted prince, spare my sweet child, he is i joy;

| trust your grace to infant's heart no such thirlgemploy.

If that his mother hear of this, she is so nighftight,

In clay her corps will soon be shrined, to pasmfiorld's delight.

King.

For fear of my displeasure great, goe fetch hino umé.
Is he gone? Now by the gods, | will do as | say;

My lord, therefore fill me some wine, | heartilyygray,
For | must drink to make my brain somewhat intotéca
When that the wine is in my head, O ! trimly | qanate.

Lord.
Here is the cup with filled wine, thereof to talkepast.

King.

Give it me to drink it off and see no wine be waste

Once again enlarge this cup, for | must tastaliit st

By the gods, | think of pleasant wine, | cannottahy fill.
Now drink is in, give me my bow, and arrows from Bnight
At heart of child | mean to shoot, hoping to cleéwight.

Knight.
Behold, O King, where he cloth come, his infant Bohand.

Prexaspes.

O mighty king, your grace's behest with sorrowvéacann'd,
And brought my child fro mother's knee, before yoappear,
And she thereof no whit cloth know, that he in plahere.

King.
Set him up my mark to be, | will shoot at his heart

Prexaspes.

| beseech your grace not so to do, set this degigr--

Farewel, my dear and loving babe, come kiss tthefatear.

A grievous sight to me it is' to see thee slaimevere.

Is this the gain now from the king for giving coehgood,

Before my face, with such despite, to spill my sdréart's blood?
A heavy day to me this is, and mother in like case.

Y oung child.

O father, father, wipe your face,

| see the tears run from your eye.

My mother is at home sewing of a band.
Alas! dear father, cease you thus to cry.

King.
Before me as a mark now let him stand,
I will shoot at him my mind to fulfil.

Y oung child.
Alas, alas! father, will you me kil?
Good master king, don't shoot at me, my motherdawe best of all.

Cambyses shoots.

See, | have despatched him | down cloth he fall;
As right as line his heart I've hit.
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| shall close this chapter with an anecdote oflalrated

Greek archer, named who, whilst King Philip wasidgiag a certain city, solicited to be received
among his troops. It would seem, the Macedonianaraimestimated this soldier's military
qualifications at the same ignoble rate as Lycdglubse of Alcmena's son.

--He with no merit held

The fame of daring courage;

His left hand never knew to raise the shield,
Never advanced his right the spear, but held
The bow, a coward's weapon; and to flight

Was always prompt: no proof of manhood, none
Of daring courage, is the bow.

Be this as it may, he rejected his application, teddisappointed archer took an early opportuofity
rejoining the besieged. One day, whilst stationedhe walls, he espied Philip within bowshot.

Hastily inscribing on an arrow, "To Philip's rigkye, Aster sends the king a deadly messenger," he
drew, and the shot took effect. Then Philip retatisby ordering an arrow to be discharged among the
besieged, labelled thus:

"When Philip takes the city he will hang up Astéxid he was enabled to execute his threat.

Here, gentle archers, reluctantly bidding ye adi@bandon my pen, which; although no longer, as of
old, a tribute from the grey goose wing, still reddes a good arrow in its well tempered steel point
Many of the older writers with whom | have recertilsen on familiar terms -- and men say, we
become personally acquainted with an author thrdusgjworks -- conclude their labours with this
classical motto, finis coronat opus. In humble &tndn of this example, allow me to subjoin a plain
English one,--may success crown mine. Yet a fevicarsxweeks, and all expectations on this point
will be set at restEn attendantlet us cheer our hearts by joining in a congewialfashioned
roundelay.

Nay ! thou shalt see, Prexaspes, stranger news yet,
Ho, knight | with speed his heart cut out, and giweto me.

Knight
It shall be done, O mighty king, with all celerity.

Lord
My Lord Prexaspes, this had not been, but your temgust be walking
To the king of correction you must needs be talking.

K night
Here is the heart, according to your grace's behest

King.

Behold,- Prexaspes, thy vents own heart:

Oh | how well the same was hit:

After this wine to do this deed, | thought it véity

Esteem thou may'st right well thereby, no drunkartheé king,
That, in the midst of all his cups, could do thiiasa thing.
My lord and knight, on me attend, to palace we wibd

And leave him here to take his son, when we are ¢am fro.
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Bright Phoebus, the patron of poets below,
Assist me of archers to sing;

For thou art accounted the god of thew,

As well as the god of the string.

The practice of shooting 't was you that began,
When you launched forth your beams from the
skies;

Young Cupid was first in adopting the plan,
Next, the goddesses shot with -- their eyes.

On beautiful Iris, Apollo bestow'd

A bow of unparalleled hue;

The herald of peace - and as on it she rode,
Like a swiftly winged arrow she flew.

To earth came the craft of the archer at last,
And 't was followed with eager pursuit;

Still, the sons of Apollo all others surpassed,
With such monstrous long bows did they shoot.

Ulysses the hero, was known long ago,
In wisdom and strength to excel;

So he left in his house an inflexible bow,
And a still more inflexible belle.

The Parthians were archers of old, and their pride
Lay in shooting and scampering too;

But Britons thought better their sports to divide,
So they shot,--and their enemies flew!

Then a health to all true British bowmen be crown'd

Diana, who slaughter'd the brutes with her dartsMay their glory ne'er set in the dark,

Ne'er pierced but one lover or so,
For Venus excelled her in shooting at hearts,
And had always more strings to her bow.

May their bows e'er prove strong, their stringsreve
sound,
And their arrows drive straight at the mark.

THE END.
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